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PREFACE. 



AVING taken more than ordinary Paitts id 
collcliing the Materials which compofe the 
following Hifiory , we could not he fatisfied 
with our felves, if any Thing were wdntihg to 
it, which might render it entirely fatisfahtorf 
to the Pubhck : It is for this Reafon we have fubjoined to 
the W trk^ a J], 0 rt Abftratt of the Laws now in Force againfi 
gyrates, and made Choice of fame particular Cafes , (the 
tf°fl curious we could meet with) which have been hereto- 
fore tried, by which it will appear what Allions have, and 
what have not been adjudged Pyracy. 

It is poffible this Book may fall into the Hands of fame 
after s of Ships, and other hone ft Mariners, who frequent- 
y-s by contrary Winds or Tempefil, or other Accidents inci- 
ont to long V ydges , find th era fie Ives reduced to great D't - 
J re (fes, either through Scarcity of Provifions, or Want of 
°rts. I fay, it may be a Dir elf ion to fuch as thofe , what 
J”^s they may venture to go, without violating the Law 
f Nations, in Cafe they fiiould meet other Ships at Sea , or 
t e c f^ on f ome itihof pit able Shore, which fiiould refufe to 
e "MAh them for fuch Things as are abfolutely neccffary 
Jor the Prefer vatic ft of their Lives , or the Safety of the 
Sh ‘P and Cargoe. J 

rJT e ^ ave g’ ven d few Infiances in the Courfe of this 
Aifiory of the Inducements Aden have to engage themfelves 
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headlong in a Life of fo much Peril to themfelves , and. fa 
defiruElive to the Navigation of the trading World to re- 
medy which Evil there feems to he hut two Ways , either to 
find Emvloyment for the great Numbers of Seamen turn'd 
adrift at the Conclufion of a War , and thereby prevent 
their running into fuch Undertakings, or to guard f effici- 
ently the Coafi of Africa, the Weft-Indies, and other 
Places whereto Pyrates refort. 

I cannot hut take Notice in this Place , that during this 
long Peace , I have not fo much as heard of a Dutch P)<- 
rate : It is not that / take them to he honefier than their 
Neighbours • but when we account for it, it will, perhaps, be 
a Reproach to our f elves for our want of Induflry : "The Rea- 
fvn 1 take to be, that after a War, when the Dutch Ships 
are laid up, they have a Fifhery, where their Seamen find 
immediate Bufincfs, and as comfortable Bread as they had 
before. Had ours the fame Recourfe in their Ncceffities , 
J in certain we jhould find the fame Effect from it •, for a 
Fifhery is a Trade that cannot be overftock'd the Sea is 
wide enough for us all , we need not quarrel for Elbow-room : 
Its Stores are infinite, and will ever reward the Labourer. 
Bcfides, our own Coaft,for the moft Part,fupply the Dutch, 
who employ feveral hundred Sail conftantly in the Trade , 
and fo fell to ns our own Fijh. I call it our own, for she 
Sovereignty of the Britifh Seas, arc to this Day acknowledg- 
ed us by the Dutch, and all the neighbouring Nations • 
wherefore , if there was a publick Spirit among us, it would 
be well worth our while to efiablifh a National Fifhery, which 
would be the belt Means in the World to prevent Pyracy , 
employ a Number of the Poor , and eafe the Nation of a 
areat Burthen, by lowering the Price of Provifton in general , 
f. we ll as of feveral other Commodities. 

I need not bring any Proofs of what I advance, viz. that 
there are Multitudes of Seamen at this Day unemploy'd it 
is hit too evident by their fir aggling, and begging all over the 
Kingdom. Nor is it fo much their Inclination to Idlenef , as 
their own hard Fate, in being caPt off after their Work is 
dene, to fiarve or fled. I have not known a Man of 
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War commiffion d for feveral Tears past, but three times he? 
Compliment of Men have offer'd themfelves in 24 Hours % 
the Merchants take their [Advantage of this, leffen their 
Wages, and thofe few who are in Bufinefs are poorly paid, 
and but poorly fed ", fuch Ufage breeds Difcontents amongfi 
them, and makes them eager for any Change. 

I fhall not repeat what / have faid in the Hifiory con- 
cerning the Privateers of the Weft-Indies, where I have 
taken Notice they live upon Spoil •, and as Cufiom is a fecond 
Nature , it is no Wonder that, when an hone ft IJvlyhood is 
not eafily had, they run into one fo like their own fo that 
it may be faid, that Privateers in Time of War are a Nur- 
fery for Pyrates again ft a Peace. 

Now we have accounted for their Rife and Beginnings it 
will be natural to inquire why they are not taken and de- 
fray'd, before they come to any Head, feeing that they are 
feldom lefs than twelve Men of War fiationed in our Ame- 
rican Plantations, even in Time of Peace j a Force fuff- 
dent to contend with a powerful Enemy. This Enquiry, 
perhaps, will not turn much to the Honour of thofe concern'd 
in that Service however, I hope I may be excus'd , if what 
I hint is with a Defign of ferving the Publick. 

I fay , ' tis firange that a few Pyrates fhould ravage the 
Seas for Tears, without ever being light upon, by any of our 
Ships of War •, when in the mean Time, they (the Pyrates ) (hall 
take Fleets of Ships it looks as if one was much more dili- 
gent in their Affairs, than the other. Roberts and his Crew , 
alone, took 400 Sail, before he was defiroy d. 

This Matter , I may probably fet right another Time, 
and only obferve for the prefent , that the pyrates at Sea, 
have the fame Sagacity with Robbers at Land •, as the latter 
under fl and what Roads are moll frequented, and where it is 
moft likely to meet with Booty , fo the former know what 
Latitude to lie in, in order to intercept Ships and as the 
Pyrates happen to be in want of Provifions, Stores, or any 
particular Lading, they cruife accordingly for fuch Ships, 
and are morally certain of meeting with them •, and by the 
fame Reafon , if the Men of War cruife in thofe Latitudes, 
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they might leas Jure of finding the Pyrates . , * the Ty rates 
are to find the Merchant Ships • and if the Pyratesare not to 
be met with by the Men of War in fuch a Latitude, thin 
furely down the fame Latitude may the Merchant Ships ar- 
rive fafely to their Port. ^ ' 

this a lit * le fi ain er to my Country Readers , 
J must cbferve that all our outward bound Ships, Sometime 
after they leave the Land , freer into the Latitude of 
the Place they are bound to • if to the Weft-India 1 (lands 
or any Part of the Mam of America, as New- York* 
New-England, Virginia, &c. becaufe the Latitude is 

tCv^/ o' -n°l F ° yagCS t0 be f 0Wld > and ^en 
they fail due Weft till they come to their Port, without 

altering their Courfc. I» this Weft Way lie the Pyrates 

whether it beta Virginia, &c. Nevis, St. Chrifto- 

V j Jamaica, &c. fo that if the Mer- 

chant Ships bound thither, do not fall a Prey to them one 
Pay, they musl another-. Therefore I fay, if the Men of War 
take the fame Track, the Pyrates mu ft unavoidably fall into 
their Mouths or be frighted away, for where the Game is, 
there will the Jermin be - if the latter Jhould be the Cafe, 
the trading Shtps, as If aid before, will pafs unmole fed and 
fife, and the Pyrates be reduced to tale Refuge in feme of 
their lurking Holes about the uninhabited JJlands, where 
their Fate would be like that of the Fox in his Den, if they 
jhould venture out they would be hunted and taken, and if 
they flay within they mufi ftarve. 

ItnuAobferve another Thing, that the Pyrates gcneral- 
lyPjJt their Rovings, according to the Seafon of the Tear • 
rn the Summer they cruife moftly along the Coafi of the Con 
tment of America, but the Winters there , being a little 
too cold for them, they follow the Sun, and go towards the 
JJlands, at the approach of cold Weather. Everv 

■* f wawSdb Trtit, LfXZZft 

true , therefore fitice we are fo well acquainted with dl 
their Motions, I cannot fee why our Men of War under 
troper Regulation, may not go to the Southward, in fie', d of 
lying up all the Winter uftlefs : But I fall proceed too fl- 
irt 
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in this Enquiry, I jhall therefore quit it, and fay fom e - 
thing of the following Sheets, which the Author may venture 
to Jure the Reader that they have one Thing to recommend 
them , which is Truth ; thofe Falls which he him felf was 
not an Eye-Witnefs of, he had from the authentick Relati- 
ons of the Perfons concern’d in taking the Pyrates, as well 
as from the Mouths of the Pyrates themfelves , after they 
were taken, and he conceives no Man can produce better 
Teftimonies to fupport the Credit of any Hiftory. 

It will be obferved, that the Account of the All ions of 
Roberts runs into a greater Length, than that of any other 
Eyrate, for which we can ajfign two Reafons, fir A, becaufe 
he ravaged the Seas longer than the rest, and ofConfequence 
there mull be a greater Scene of Bujinefs in his Life : Second- 
ly, being refolved not to weary the Reader , with tirefome 
Repetitions : When we found the Circumftances in Roberts’* 
Life, and other Pyrates , either as to pyratical Articles, or 
any Thing elfe,to be the fame, we thought it be A to give them 
but once , and chofe Roberts’* Life for that Purpofe , he ha- 
ving made more Noife in the World, than fome others. 

As to the Lives of our two female Pyrates, we muA con - 
fefs they may appear a little Extravagant , yet they are 
never the lefs true for feeming fo, but as they were pub- 
lickly try'd for their Pyracies , there are living Witnejfes 
enough to jujlify what we have laid down concerning them 
it is certain , we have produced fome Particulars which were 
not fo publickly known, the Reafon is, we were more inquifi- 
tive into the Circumftances of their paA Lives , than other 
People, who had no other Deftgn, than that of gratifying 
their own private Curio fity : If there are fome Incidents and 
Turns in their Stories , which may give them a little the 
Air of a Novel, they are not invented or contrived for 
that Purpofe , it is a Kind of Reading this Author is but 
little acquainted with , but as he himfelf was exceedingly 
diverted with them, when they were related to him , he 
thought they might have the fame EffcSl upon the Reader. 

. I prefume we need make no Apology for giving the Name 
of a H ftory to the following Sheets, though they contain no- 

H A 4 thing 
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,h »; fat ,k AOm, „/ „ p_, mUf M 

ve;y and Stratagem in War which male AfV 7 s 

; /» M Senfe ,k MuZtA ZieZZ i 
be thought deferving that Name. Pl utarch W ! R 

cumfiantial in relating the AB ions of Spartacus theV^ 
and males the ConqueB of him one of , J 5 „ 5/ * w > 

,/Marc„ s Craffifs; Ji fZSff'T, 

hv d a little longer ■, Plutarch ij* i s ffiave had 

Life at large. Rome, /jfe Mifirefs of tTeWorZ” ^ ^ 

more at fir ft than a Refuge for Thieve ! „ a n , ’ 
if the Progrefs of our Py rates had been equaUoTh ’ 
i ^ they all united , and fettled in f T 
jfands, they might, by this Time hovel. f ome °f fhofe 

tie Name of, LhlZtkZd „7ltf ^TZT"’ 
of,k wm coua , T _ 

If we have feem’d to glance with fL,„ r- . ™ , 

Btk-Jiour of fom, Govnmrs of Trlvmce, 'Z‘"j f‘ 
konn;,hC,x;,„-„ dtf , rk f LdtlZiZ 

O-Ar, W 'S of fl7 t f ltd Z Ul ’ 

fometimes made ufe of. H d Gover ”or is 

P. S. It mil be neccffary to add a Word or two to this 
P>e face, in order to inform the Reader that *i r 

veral material Additions made 2 hi r f r 

which fuelling the Book in Bulk, mu ft of- Con F 
jmall Matter to its Price. " ' ’ 0 r Gon ftquence add a 

The fir si Jmprcffwn having been received re' A r , 
Uccefs by the Publick, occaftoned a very L.Zt f> > 
for a feeond : In the mean Time, fever A for/ De ™f ld 
been taken by the Pyrates at mJl i r , S W} ° }ad 
cone, need in t,rJZfZZ h f,Z,Z r Tl T W fc “ 
vice federal FaS.Zd CirfZlJZ.t t 7777 

fZt‘7 *!.f* (-*>*". ^ This occafohdfZ ft 

la), .h,re fore if we have not brought it out r 
mj wf\ n ™ as t0 reude \ it the more Sample at. * ' °° n ** 

M e pal! not enter into a Detail of A! tU? , , 
infened her,, hue ,he p,fcri Pkl off pffifsZ/fZl 

fee, 
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&c. and that of Brafil are not to be faffed by, with- 
out, a httle Notice. It muB be obferved, that our fpe- 
culative Mathematicians and Geographers, who are, no 
doubt, Men of the greatcB Learning, feldom travel far- 
j r than their Clofets for their Knowledge , &c. are 
therefore unqualified to give ns a good Defcription of 
c °t‘»tries : It is for this Reafon that all our Maps and 
’’ft Ioffes are fo monfiroufy faulty, for thefe Gentlemen are 
obliged to take their Accounts from the Reports of illite- 
rate Men. 

It muB be noted alfo , that when the Mafters of Ships 
make Difcoveries this Way, they are not fond of commu- 
nicating them ; a Man’s knowing this or that Coafi, bet- 
tor than others, recommends him in his Bufnefs, and 
makes him more ufeful, and he'll no more difeover it than a 
Tradefman will the My fiery of his Trade. 

The Gentleman who has taken the Pains to make thefe 
Observations, is Mr. Atkins, a Surgeon, an ingenious 
Man m his own Profeffion, and one who is not tfd down 
y any narrow Confiderations from doing a Service to the 
Publick, and has been pleafed generoufiy to communicate 
them for the good of others. I don’t doubt, but bis Qb- 
ervations will be found curious and very ferviceable to 
Juch as Trade to thofe Parts, befides a Method of Trade is 
here laid down with the Portuguefe, which may prove 
°J great Profit to fome of our Countrymen, if followed ac- 
cording to his Plan. 

It is hoped thefe Things will fatisfy the Publick, that 
e -fiUthor of the following Sheets confidcred nothing fo 
much as making the Book ufeful ; tho’ he has been in- 

formed, that fome Gentlemen have rais’d an ObicBion a- 
gamB the Truth of its Contents, viz. that it feems calcu- 
lated to entertain and divert. If the Facts are related 

lth 1°™ -Agree ablenefs and Life , we hope it will not be 

" a Fauk ’ hut as t0 its Credl T ^e can affure them 
that the Sea-faring Men, that is all that know the Na- 
ture of thefe Things, have not been able to make the lead 
Objection to its Credit ; — ■ And he will be bold to affirm, 

that 
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that there it not a Fat ? or Clrcumflance in the whole Book, 
hut he is able to prove by credible Witnefefes. 

There have been fome other Pyrates, befides thofe whofee 
Jrlifiory are here related , fetch as are hereafter named , 
and their Adventures are as extravagant and full ofe Mi f- 

chiefy as thofe who are the Sub jell of this Book.' The 

Author has already begun to digest them into Method, and 
as feoon as he receives feome Materials to make them corn- 
pleat, ( which he Jhortly expelts from the Weft-Indies) Jf 
the Publick gives him Encouragement he intends to venture 
upon a feecond Volume. 
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3 the Pyrates in the \VeJl-indies have 
been fo Formidable and numerous, 
hat they have interrupted the 
1 rade of Europe into thole Parts 3 
md our Englifh Merchants, in parti- 
ular, have fulfered more by their* 
Eorrp of r De P re dations, than by the united 
nor a V F T ce and S P al ”> in the Jate War : We do 
the o°r Ubt b ] UC I 1 " Wor,ci vvi11 be curious to know 
Who?v ri f na l ai ^ Pro S refs of thefe Defperadoes, 
World 12 the Tefr01 ° f the tradin g Part of the 

*Vv' t t efh Z We u enter - upou their P ar t^ular Hi- 
to Ihetv Ic 0t be t: amifs ,» ^ wa f oflntrodufHon, 
the ffr’ H ruv\ e ' ® xam P les drawn front Hiftory. 
KUP 1 Mjfchief and Danger which threaten 
gdoms and Commonwealths, from the Increafe 
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ot thefe lore ot Robbers j when either by the Trou- 
bles of particular Times, or the Negleft of Go- 
vernments, they are not cruih’d before they gather 
Strength. ° 

It has been the Cafe heretofore, that when a Tin- 
gle Pyrate has been fullered to range the Seas, as 
not being worth the Notice of a Government he 
has by Degiees grown lo powerful, as to put them 
to the Expence of a great deal of Blood and Trea- 
line, before he was lupprefs’d. We fhall not examine 
how it came to pafs, that our Pyrates in the Weft-In- ' 
dies have continually increafed till of late •, this is an 
Enquiry which belongs to the Legiflature, or Repre- 
fentatives of the People in Parliament, and to them 
we fhall leave it. 

Our Bufinefs fhall be briefly to fhew, what from 
Beginnings, as inconfiderable as thefe, other Nations 
have differed. 

In the Times of Marius and Sylla , Rome was in 
her greateft Strength, yet flte was fo torn in Pieces 
by the Factions of thole two great Men r that every 
Thing which concerned the publick Good was 
altogether negleded, when certain Pyrates broke 
out from Cicilia , a Country of Afta Minor, fituate 
on the Coaft of the Mediteranean, betwixt Syria on 
the Eaft, from whence it is divided by Mount Tau- 
ris, and Armenia Minor on the Weft. This Begin- 
ning was mean and inconfiderable, having but two 
or thiee Ships, and a few Men, with which they 
cruifed about the Greek Wands, taking fuch Ships as 
were very ill arm’d or weakly defended • however, 

• t^kiHg of many Prizes, they loon increafed 
in Wealth and Power: The firft Aftion of their’s 
which made a Noife, was the taking of Julius Cafar, 
whs was as yet a Youth, and who being obliged to 
fly from the Cruelties of Sylla, who fought his Life 
went into Bithinia, and fojourned a while with Ni- 
somedes, King of that Country j in his Returnback 
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y Sea, he was met with, and taken, by fome of 
tnefe Pyrames, near the bland ot Pbarmacufa : Thefe 
yrates had a barbarous Cuftom of tying their Prifo- 
£ ers Back to Ba k and throwing them into (he Sea ; 
u t, luppofing Ccefar to be fome Perfon of a high 
d nk, bec.au fe of his purple Robes, a id the Nura- 
er of his Attendants, they thought it would be 
0r f for their Profit to preferve him, in hopes of 
receiving a great Sum for his Ranfom ; therefore 
ey told him he fhould have his Liberty, provided 
would pay them twenty Talents, which they 
Jt § d to be a very high Demand, in our Money, 

, three thou (and fix hundred Pounds Sterling j 
^ trailed, and of his own Accord promifed them 
«rty TaJents • they were borh pleafed, and furpriz’d 
I his Anfwer, and confented that feveral of his 
ttendants fltould go by his Direction and raife rhe 
ioney • and he was left among thefe Ruffi ms with 
Q.more than 3 Attendants. He pafs’d eight and 
airty Days, and feemed fo little concerned or 
a r 'dd, that often when he went to fleep, he ufed 

• p c / lar ge them not to make a Noife, threading, 

th , e y difturbed him, to hang them all •, he alio 
P a y d at Dice with them, and fometimes wrore 
cries and Dialogues, which he u(ed to repeat, 
«a. abb caufe them to repeat, and if they did not 
Prabe and admire them, he would call them Beads 
Barbarians, telling them he would crucify them* 

* ney took all thefe as the Sallies of a juvenile Hu- 

tbem’ and W6re rathSr dIverted > than difpleafed at 

At length his Attendants return’d with his Ran- 
ni whic-h he paid, and was difeharged ; he fail’d 
_. , f of' Miletum, where, as loon as he was 
" d, he ufed all h'S Art and Induftry in fitting 
a f\ a Sc !f. dron of Ships, which he equipp’d and 
th d aC hls 0W1 1 Charges 3 and failing in Queft of 
e 1 yrates, he furpriz’d them as they lay at An- 

B 2 chor 
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chor among the Iflands, and took thofe who had 
taken him before, with fome others ; the Money he 
found upon them he made Prize of, to reimburle 
his Charges, and he carry’d the Men to Pergamus or 
Trny , and there fecured them in Prifon : In the mean 
Time, he apply’d himfelf to Junius , then Governor 
of Afia, to whom it belonged to judge and deter- 
mine of the Punifhment of thefe Men • but Junius 
finding there was no Money to be had, anfwered 
Cafar, that he would think at his Leifure, what 
was to be done with thofe Prifoners ; Cafar took his 
Leave of him, returned back to Pergamus , and com- 
manded that the Prifoners fhould' be brought out 
and executed, according to Law in that Cafe provi- 
ded ^ which is taken Notice of, in a Chapter at the 
End of this Book, concerning the Laws in Cafes of 
Pyracy : And thus he gave them that Punifhment in 
Earneft, which he had often threatned them with, 
in Jeff. 

Cafar went ftrait to Rome, where, being engaged 
in the Defigns of his own private Ambition, as 
were almoft all the leading Men in Rome, the Py- 
rates who were left, had Tipie to increafe to a pro- 
digious Strength ^ for while the civil Wars lafted, 
the Seas were left unguarded, fo that Plutarch tells 
us, that they erefted diverfe Arfenals full of all 
manner of warlike Stores, made commodious Har- 
bours, fet up Watch-Towers and Beacons all along 
the Coafts of Cilicia ; that they had a mighty Fleet 
well equipp’d and furnilh’d, with Galliots of Oars’ 
mann’d, not only with Men of defperate Courage, 
but al.fio with expert Pilots and Mariners •, they 
had their Ships of Force, and light Pinnaces for 
cruifing and making Difcoveries, in all no lefs than 
a thoufand Sail fo glorioufly fet out, that they 
were as much to be envied for their gallant Shew 
as fear’d for their Force • having the Stern and 
Quarters all gilded with Gold and dieir Oars plated 
♦ with 
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with Silver, as well as purple Sails ; as if their 
greateft Delight had been to glory in their Iniquity. 
Nor were they content with committing Pyracies 
and Infolencies by Sea, they committed as great 
Depredations by Land, or rather made Conquefts ; 
for they took and fack’d no lefs than four hundred 
Cities, laid feveral others under Contributions, 
plundered the Temples of the Gods, and inriched 
themfelves with the Offerings depofited in them ; 
they often landed Bodies of Men, who not only 
plundered the Villages along the Sea Coaft, but 
ranfacked the fine Houfes of the Noblemen along 
the Tiber. A Body of them once took SextilUus and 
Rellims , two Roman Pnetors, in their purple Robes, 
going from Rome to their Governments, and carried 
them away with all their Sergeants, Officers and 
Vergers •, they alfo took the Daughter of Antonius 
a confular Perfon, and one who had obtained the 
Honour of a Triumph, as Ihe was going to the 
Country Houle of her Father. 

But what was moft barbarous, was a Cuftom they 
had when they took any Ship, of enquiring of the 
Perfon on Board, concerning their Names and 
Country • if any of them faid he was a Roman , they 
fell down upon their Knees, as if in a Fright at 
the Greatnefs of that Name, and begg’d Pardon for 
'vhat they had done, and imploring his Mercy, they 
ofed to perform the Offices of Servants about his 
Perlon, and when they found they had deceived 
him into a Belief of their being fincere, they hung 
out the Ladder of the Ship, and coming with a Ihew 
of Courtefy, told him, he had his Liberty, defil ing 
him to walk out of the Ship, and this in the Middle 
of the Sea, and when they obferved him in Sur- 
prize, as was natural, they ufed to throw him over- 
board with mighty Ihouts of Laughter j fo wanton 
they were in their Cruelty. 
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Thus, while Rome was Miftreis oft: e World {he 
fullered Infults and Affronts, almoft ar her Gates 
fiom theft powerful Robbers but what for a while 
made Faction ceafe, and roufed the Genius of that 
People, never ufed to fuller Wrongs from a fei r 
E.iemv, was an exceffive Scarcity of Provifions in 
E°mc, occafioned by all the Ships loaden with Corn 
and Provifions from Sicily , Corfica, ar.d other Places 
beimt intercepted and taken by t.hefe Pyrates info! 
much that they were a’moft reduced to a Famine • 
Upon this, Pomfey the Great was immediately ap- 
pointed General to manage this War ; five hundr ed 
Ships were immediately fitted out, he had fourteen 
Senators, Men of Experience in the War, for his 
Vice-Admirals ; and fo confiderable an Enemy 
were theft Ruffians become, that no lefs than an 
Army of a hundred thoufand Foot, and five thou- 
fand Horfe was appointed to invade them bv Land • 
but it happened very luckily for Rome, that Pompey 
fail d out before the Pyrate had Intelligence of a 
Defign againfi them, fo that their Ships we r e fcat- 
tered all ever the Mediterranean, like Bees cone out 
from a Hive feme one Way, fome another,' to 
bi mg L ome their Lading- Pompey divided his Fleet 
into thirteen Squadrons, to whom he appo’nted 
their feveral Stations, fo that great Numbers of the 
Pyrates fell into their Hands, Ship by Ship, with-* 
out any Lpfs • forty Days he palfed in fronting the 
Mediterranean fome of the Fleet cruizing along 
the Coaft of AfricJt, fome about the Elands, and 
aome upon the Italian Coafts, fo that often thofe 
Pyrates who were flying from one Squadron, fell 
m with another ; however, fome of them e Leaped, 
and theft making direftly to Cilicia, and acquaint- 
ing their Confederates on Shore with what had 
happened, they appointed a Rendezvous of all the 
Ships that had efcaped at the Port of Coracefncm, i n 
the fame Country. Pompey finding the Mediterranean 

quite 
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quite clear, appointed a Meeting of all his Fleet at 
the Haven of Brundufmm , and from thence lading 
round into the Adriatic k 9 he went di ready to attac 
theft Pyrates in their Hives; as loon as he came 
near the Corecefium in Cilicia , where the Remainder of 
the Pyrates now lay, they had the Hardmefs to 
come and give him Battle, but the Genius of old 
Rome prevailed, and the Pyrates received an entire 
Overthrow, being all either taken or deftroyed ; but 
as they made many ftrong FortrelTes upon the Sea 
Coaft, and built Caftles and ftrong Holds up the 
Country, about the Foot of Mount Taurus, he was 
obliged to befiege them with his Army ; feme Pla- 
ces he took by Storm, others furrendered to his 
Mercy, to whom he gave their Lives, and at lengta 

lie made an entire Conqueft. . ,, 

But it is probable, that had thefe Pyrates receiv d 
Sufficient Notice of the Roman Preparation again t 
them, fo as- they might have had Time to ra\ 
their fcattered Strength into a Body, to have met 
Rompey by Sea, the Advantage appeared greatly on 
their Side, in Numbers of Shipping, and of Men ; 
nor did they want Courage, as may be feen by their 
coming out of the Port of Coracefmm,_ to give tne 
RomansBattle, with a Force much inferior to their s; 

I fay, had they overthrown Pompey, it is likely tney 
^ould have made greater Attempts, and 
which had conquer’d the whole World, might have 
been fubdued by a Parcel of Pyrates. 

This is a Proof how dangerous it is to Govern- 
ments to be negligent, and not take an early Care 
in fuppreffing thefe Sea Banditti, before they gather 

Strength. , , 

The Truth of this Maxim may be better exem- 
plified in the Hiftory of Barbaronfe, a Native 111 
the City of Mltylcne , in the Bland of Lesbos, m the 
Ecean Sea 1 a Fellow of ordinary Birth, who being 
bred to the Sea, firft let out from thence upon 

B 4 the 
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th e pyratmg Acco mit w ; t h only one fmall ' Veflif ' 

£ K? r he toolt > iie 

io that getting a great Number of lanre 
al theboid ancl diffolute Fellows of thofe Iflands 
^ to hma, and lifted in his Service for the 
Hopes of Booty * fo that his Strength was ncrea 
led to a formidable Fleet : With t-bif t mciea- 

fuch bold and adventurous Aftions thaH^ft' ° rmd 
the Terror of the Seat. Cu " dr S T vf™ 
pened that Selim Eat, ml King of AUil, h ‘ ap “ 
to pay the accoftomed^dbfS^ feb 

tvherew treated 

rhr h!m 

“to it, and^hiiling to grt ^Fleeh 

he put part of his Men on Shore anAfv , ■ ?*> 
Plot to furprize the City, he effe-fted it with ^ a 
Succels, and murder’d Seim n ! r § reat 

which, he ,„ 5 hfrfe“?o™ d Khl; 0 f% “ 

after this he made War upon Ahd'l Xj ^ft teys ■> 
Turns, and overthrew m f K,n S °f 

hit Conquefts on ,1S ^ ; £« JgJ 
became a m.ghty King : and tho’ he was Snw 
“ Sf he ?}fd * well efiabliihed himSlfup- 

the .nheThance hV’ A 

another Pyrate. gd m tQ his BrotIier > 


WeFTM ™, whe°re f ?Sy n°re mo^ 1 ”^ 5 infefting the 

S3S* I" 

little Iflands and Keys with HaX^ Unmhab . ited 
and fecure for cleaning their v^Su" 

where, if they carry b hut firon^U^ 

indulge 
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indulge a Time, and become ready for new Expe- 
ditions before any Intelligence can reach to hurt 
them. , 

It may here perhaps be no unnecelTary Digreft- 
Hon, to explain upon what they call Keys in the 
Weft-Indies : Thefe are ftnall fandy Iflands, appear- 
ing a little above the Surf of the Water, with only 
a few Bullies or Weeds upon them, but abound 
(thofe moft at any Diftance from the Main ) with 
Turtle, amphibious Animals, that always chufe 
the quieteft and moft unfrequented Place, for lay- 
ing their Eggs, which are to a vaft Number in the 
Sea fbns, and would feldom be feen, but for this, 
(except by Pyrates:J Then Veflels from ’Jamaica 
and the other Governments make Voyages, called 
-hurtling, for fupplying the People, a common and 
approved Food with them. I am apt to think thefe 
K £ ys^ especially thofe nigh Iflands, to have been once 
contiguous with them, and feparated by Earth- 
quakes (frequently there) or Inundations, becaufe 
fome of them that have been within continual 
view, as thofe nigh Jamaica, are obferved within 
°ur fime, to be entirely wafted away and loft, and 
others daily wafting. There are not only of the 
Gle above taken Notice of to Pyrates ; but it is 
commonly believed were always in buccaneering 
Pyratical Times, the hiding Places for their Riches, 
|nd often Times a Shelter for themfelves, till their 
riends on the Main, had found Means to obtain 
Indemnity for their Crimes • for you muft under- 
and, when Afts of Grace were more frequent 
and the Laws lefs fevere, thefe Men continually 
round Favours and Incouragers at Jamaica, and 
perhaps they are not all dead yet ; I have been 
o d many of them them ftill living have been of 
ne f ame Trade, and left it off only becaufe they 
can live as well hoaeftly, and gain now at the ha- 
f ar d of others Necks. 
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Secondly, another Reafon why thefe Seas are 
chole by Pyrates, is the great Commerce thither 
by French, Spaniards, Dutch, and efpecially Emlijh 
Ships: They are fure in the Latitude of theie tra- 
ding Iflands, to meet with Prizes, Booties of Pro- 
viiion, Cloathing, and Naval-Stores, and fome- 
times Money 3 there being great Sums remitted 
this Way to England ; (the Returns of the Aifiento 
and private Slave-Trade, to the Spanijh Weft-Indies : ) 
And in fliort, by fome one or other, all the Riches 
of Potoft. 

A third Reafon, is the Inconveniency and Diffi- 
culty of being purfued by the Men of War, the 
iritiny^ frnall Inlets^ Lcigoons and Harbours^ on thcl© 
folitary Hlands and Keys, is a natural Security. 

’Tis generally here that the Pyrates begin their 
Enter prizes, letting out at firft with a very final! 
Force 3 and by Jnfefting thefe Seas, and thole of 
the Continent of North- America, in a Year’s Time, 
if they have good luck on their Sides, they accu- 
mulate luch Strength, as enables them to make 
foreign Expeditions : The firft, is ufually to Gurney, 
taking the Azores and Cape de Nerd Iflands in their 
Way, and then to Brazil and the Eaft-Indies, where 
if they meet with profperous Voyages, they let 
down at AFadagaJcar, or the neighbouring Iflands, 
and enjoy their ill gotten Wealth, among their 
elder Brethren, with Impunity. But that I may 
not give too much Encouragement to the ProfeD 
fmn, I muft inform my maritime Readers, that the 
far greater Part of thefe Rovers are cut fhort in the 
Purfuit, by a ludden Precipitation into the other 
World. 

The Rife of thefe Rovers, fince the Peace of 
Utrecht , or at leaft, the great Encreafe of them, may 
juftly be computed to the Spanijh Settlements in the 
Weft- Indies 3 the Governors of which, being often 
fome hungry Courtiers, feat thither to repair or 

make 


Woe Intro dv ct io. n. 27 
make a Fortune, generally Countenance all Pro- 
ceedings that bring in Profit : They grant Com- 
miffions to great Numbers of Veffels of War, on 
Pretence of preventing an interloping Trade, with 
Orders to feize all Ships or Veffels whatsoever, 
it hin five Leagues of their Coafts, which our Eng- 
lift Ships cannot well avoid coming, in their Voyage 
to "Jamaica. But if the Spanijh Captains chance to 
exceed this Commiilion, and rob and plunder at 
Dilcretion, the Sufferers are allowed to complain, 
a nd exhibit a Procefs in their Court, and after great 
Expence of Suit, Delay of Time, and other Incon- 
veniemfies, obtain a Decree in their Favour, but 
then when the Ship and Cargo comes to be claim’d, 
with Cofts of Suit, they find, to their Sorrow, 
that it has been previoufly condemn’d, find the 
Plunder divided among the Crew •, the Comman- 
der that made the Capture, who alone is refpon- 
fible, is found to be a poor raskally Fellow, not 
Worth a Groat, and, no doubt, is plac’d in that 
Station for the like Purpofes. 

The frequent Loffes fuftain’d by our Merchants 
abroad, by thefe Pyrates, was Provocation enough 
to attempt fomething by way of ReprifaT, and a 
fair Opportunity offering it felf in the Year 1716, 
the Traders of the Welt-Indies, took Care not to flip 
it over, but made the beft Ufe of it their Circum- 
fiances would permit. 

It was about two Years before, that the Spanift 
Galleons, or Plate Fleet, had been caft away in 
the Gulf of Florida 3 and feveral Veffels from the 
Havana, were at work, with diving Engines, to fiih 
VP the Silver that was on board the Galleons. 

The Spaniards had recovered fome Millions of 
Pieces of E'ght, and had carried it all to the Ha- 
vana-, but they had at prelent about 330000 Pieces 
°f Eight in Silver, then upon the Spot, and were 

daily 
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daily taking up more. In the mean time, two 
Snips, and three Sloops, fitted out from Jamaica 

to theC T f 2 " ?? ain ^ fiil’J 

to the Gulf, and found the Spaniards there upon the 

Shore k j the r Vl r ney b c ° re f P° kenof > was left on 
Shore, depofited in a Store-Houfe, under the Go- 
vernment of two Commilfaries, and a Guard of 
about < 5 b Soldiers. 

. The Rovers came direftly upon the Place, bring- 
ing tieir little Fleet to an Anchor, and, in a Word 

landing 300 Men, they attack’d the Guard, who 
immediately ran away ■ and thus they feized the 

T /ef Ure ? x r hlCh i hey carried off > raak ’ in § ^e beft 
of their Wav to Jamaica. 

si - n t | heir Yr Y th ^ y unhappily met with a Spanifh 
Ship, bound from Porto Bello to the Havana "with 
a great many nch Goods, viz,. Bales of Cochineal, 
Casks of Indico, and 60000 Pieces of Eight more 
which their Hands being in, they took, and having 
rifled the Velfel, let her go. ° 

They went away to Jamaica with their Booty 
and were followed in View of the Port, by the Spa- 
niards, who having feen them thither, went back 
to the Governor of the Havana , with the Account 
of it, who immediately fent a Velfel to the Go, 
vernor of Jamaica to complain of this Robbery and 
to reclaim the Goods. 

As it was in full Peace, and contrary to all luflice 
and Right, that this Fa£t was committed, they 
were foon made fenfible that the Government at 
Jamaica would not fuffer them to go unpunifhed 
much lefs protect them. Therefore they faw a’ 
Neceffity of fhifting for themfelves fo, to make 
bad worfe, they went to Sea again, tho’ not without ' 
dif poking of their Cargo to good Advantage, and fur- 
nifhing themfelves with Ammunition, Provifions 
&t. and being thus made defperate, they turn’d 

Py rates. 
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Pyrates, robbing not the Spaniards only, but their 
own Countrymen, and any Nation they could lay 
their Hands on. 

It happened about this Time, that the Spaniards, 
with three or four fmall Men of War, fell upon our 
Logwood Cutters, in the Bay of Campeachy, and 
Bay of Honduras \ and after they had made Prizes 
of the following Ships and Veffels, they gave the 
Men belonging to them, three Sloops to carry them 
home, but thefe Men being made defperate by their 
Misfortunes, and meeting with the Pyrates, they 
took on with them, and fo encreas’d their Number. 

The LIS r T of Ships and Veffels taken by the SpaniJh Men 
of War in the Tear 1716. 

The Stafford, Captain Knocks , from New-England, 

bound for London. 

Anne , Gernifh , for ditto. 

Dove • Grimftonc , for New-England. 

A Sloop, Alden, for ditto. 

A Brigantine, Moffon , for ditto. 

A Brigantine, Turf eld, for ditto. 

A Brigantine, Tennis , for ditto. 

A Ship, * Porter, for ditto. 

Indian Emperor , Wentworth, for New-England: 

A Ship, Rich, Maffer. 

Ditto, — — ■ Bay. 

Ditto, - Smith. 

Ditto, ■ . Stockum. 

Ditto, . Satlely. 

A Sloop, — - Richards, belonging to New 

England. 

Two Sloops, — — belonging to Jamaica. 

One Sloop - - — -of Barbadoes. 

Two Ships . • -from Scotland. 

Two Ships — — from Holland. 


The 
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The Rovers being now pretty ft rone they con- 
sulted together about getting feme Place of Re 

tieat, where they might lodge their Wealth, clean 

and lepair their Ships, and make them (elves a kind 
of Abode. They were not long in refolving W 
fixed upon the llland of Providence, the moft confi! 
derable of the Bahama Iflands, lying in the Lari 
tud, of about z+ Degrees North, a?,d to the 
ward of the Sfanift Florida. . 

This Wand .is about 28 Miles long, and eleven 
where broadeft, and has a Harbour b% enough to 
hola 5 ° o Sai of Ships ; before which' di^TS 

e ther W h : Ch r ke - S tW0 IuIets t0 the Harbour 5 at 
Either Way there is a Bar, over which no Ship of 

n , , . un can pdfs. The Bahama Iflands were pof- 
iels d by the Englijh till the Year t 7 oo, whence 
Breach and Spaniards from Vetit Gmvus , invaded them 

F °n rt ,®, nd ?° vernor '' n th e bland of Fro- 
•vidence^ plunder’d and deftroy’d the Settlements tZ 

S0T0 ° S , tbe , Blacls o. the“™n’ffo 

to e ?JSw 0fledt ° the W “ ds " ««red afterwards 

In. March 1705-5, the Houfe of Lords did in 
an Addrefs to her lateM jetty, f et forth, ‘ That the 

4 of the W iS ? amards had tvvice > during the Time 

< ™ run and plundered the Bahama 
c “iancls, that there was no Form of Government 

£ mm hr Harbour of the Ifle of Providence, 

( that it n C m *)/ a Podure of Defence, and 

4 thofh ifT ( n°- d " 4 S , er0U ' f Conf equence, Ihould 

thole Iflands fall into the Hands of the Enemy • 

4 Mv re to re r h t e V’S n U 7 b!y hulought her IvL’ 

C J r '; | y l ° r ufe / uch Methods as Ihe Ihould think 
t } ,0p< ; r bo) ' taking the find Ifland into her Hands 

< ° rder t0 fe r' e Tame to the Crowh of this 
■ Securit ? and 

But, 
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But, however it happened, no Means were ufed 
sn compliance to that Addrefs, for fecuring the Ba- 
hama Iflands, til! the Eng lip Pyrates had made Pro- 
vidence their Retreat and general Recepticle ; then 
’twas found abfolutely necelfary, in order to dif- 
lodge that troublelome Colony } and Information 
being made by the Merchants to the Government, 
of the Mifchief they did, and were likely to do, 
his Majefty was pleafed to grant the following 
Order. 

Whitehall September 15, 1716. 

C Omplaint having been made to his Majefty, 
by great Number of Merchants, Matters of 
4 Sh ps and others, as well as by feveral Gover- 
* nors of his Majefty ’s Iflands and Plantations in the 
4 Weft-Indies ■■ ) that the Pyrates are grown lb nurae- 
4 rous, that they infeft not only the Seas near 
4 mated , but even thole of the Northern Continent 
4 of America \ and that, uni efs fome effectual Means 
4 be ufed, the whole Trade from Great Britain to 
4 thofe Parts, will not be only obftru&ed, but in 
4 imminent Danger of being loft : His Majefty has, 
4 upon mature Deliberation in Council, been plea- 
4 fed, in the firft Place, to order a proper Force 
4 to be employ’d for the fupprefllng the faid Py- 
4 rates, which Force fo to be employed, is as 
i follows. 




How there. 

[ Sail’d from hence thi-' 
. t'' 0 ' - Jth oflaft Month.' 
To carry the Governor.. 
tt'Ow there. 

Surveying the Coaft of 
V the Weft-Indies, and 
) then to return Home ; 

hut, during her being 
Vat Jamaica, is to’ join 1 
/ the others, for Secu- 

ptyofthe Trade, and 
- intercepting Pyrates. 
Now there. 

Now there. 

Now there. 
Order’d Home. 

Sailed thither frdnS 
: Home the 7th oflaft 
Month, and is to cruif& 
about the Capes. 

Now there. 


'‘Jamaica^ 


Wmlelfea, 


tearbadoeS, 
Leeward ijlatids , 


5 Scarborough, 

6 Scaford , 

Tryal Sloop, 

6 Lime , 

5 Shoreham, 


Virginia , 


Aew-Tork, 

Kew-England) 


6 Phoenix, 

Squirrel, 

Rc f c ' 20 Order’d Home. 

t tri T j 0! " e at ^f^ma, Barbadoes and the Leeward 

* 5 an o S ’ aSC t0 Upon 0ccajf i° n > f° r annoy ins; 
the Pyrates, and the Security of the Trade : And 

thofe at New- England, Virginia and New-Tork, are 
to do the like. ’ 

fiefides thele Frigots, two Men of War were or- 
dered to attend Captain Rogers, late Commander of 
the two Ertfiol Ships, called the Duke and Dutches, 
that took the rich Acapulca Ship, and made a Tout 
round the Globe. This Gentleman received a Com- 
million from his Majefty, to be Governor of the 
lliand or Providence, and was veiled with Power 
to make Ufe of all poffible Methods for reducing 

the 
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the Pyrates ; and that nothing might be wanting, 
p ca fried with him, the King’s Proclamation of 
Pardon, to thole who lliould return to their 
Puty by a certain Time the Proclamation is as 
follows j 


By the KING, 

A PROCLAMATION, for fuppreihng of 
PYRATES. 

W GEORGE R. 

Hereas we have received Information, that federal 
Perfons, Subjells of Great Britain, have [ince 
* foe 2 4 f b Day of June, in the Tear of our Lord 1 71 5, 
committed divers Pyracies and Robberies upon the High- 
1 p; r ’ ' ln the Weft-Indies, or adjoyning to our Plantations , 

, lc ” bath and may Occafton great Damage to the Mer- 
chants of Great Britain, and others trading into thofe 
, a fts • and tho ’ we have appointed fuch a Force as we 
Ridge fujficient for fuppreffing the faid Pyrates, yet the 
effectually to put an End to the fame, we have thought 
fh by and with the Advice of our Privy Council , to Jjfue 
J ‘s our Royal Proclamation ; and we do hereby promife, 
an< * declare , that in Cafe any of the faid Pyrates, full 
°\ 'before the yh of September, in the Year of our Lord 
7 1 A furrender him or thsmfelves, to one of our Prin - 
Cl fal Secretaries of State in Great Britain or Ireland 
°S. t0 ‘toy Governor or Deputy Governor of any of our 
antations beyond the Seas every fuch Pyrate and Pyrates 
Surrendering him, or tbemfelves, as aforefaid,Jhall have 
gracious Pardon, of and for fuch, his or their Pyracy, 
°f Pyracies, by him or them committed before the fifth of 
January next enfuing. And we do hereby ftriCtly charge 
J 1 Co mmand all our Admirals, Captains , and other Of- 
Crs M Sea, and all our Governors and Commanders of 
'my Ports, Caftles, or other Places in our Plantations, and 
other our Officers Civil and Military, to feiz.e and take 

P fwh 
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Juch of the Pyrates, who foal l refufe or neglect to furre'n- 
der rhtmfelves acco rdingly. Nnd we do hereby further de- 
clare , that in Cafe any Perfon or Per fans, on , or after , the 
6th Day of September 1718, fall difcovcr orfcize, or 
caufe or procure to be difcovcr ed or.fciz.ed, any one, or moreof 
the faid Pyrates, fo refufng or neglecting to furrender them- 
felves as afore faid, fo as they may be brought to Jufiice , 
and conviCtcd of the faid Offence, fuch Perfon or Perfons, 
fo making fuch Difcovery or Seizure, or caufng or procu- 
ring fuch Difcovery or Seizure to be made, fall have and 
receive as a Rcwaid for tne fame, viz. for every Com- 
mander of any private Ship or Vcffel , the Sum of 1 ou /. for 
.every Lieutenant, Mafter, Boatfwain, Carpenter, and j 
Gunner, the Sum of 49 l ■, for every inferior Officer, the j 
Sum of 30 l. and for every private Man, the Sum of 20 /. ■ 
And if any Perfon or Per fins, belonging to and being 
Part of the Crew of any fuch Fyrate Ship or Fiffel, fall on \ 
or after the faid fixth Day of September 1718, feizje 
and deliver, or caufc to be feized or delivered, any Com- j 
mander or Commanders, of fuch Fyrate Ship or Vcffel, fo j 
as that he or they be brought to Jvftice, and c. nviclcd of j 
the faid Offence, fuch Perfon or Perfons, as a Reward for 
the fame, fall receive for every fuch Commander, the Sum 
of zoo L which faid Sums, the Lord Treafurer, or the 
Commiff 'oners of our Treafury for the Lime being, are here- 
by required, and de fired to pay accordingly. 

Given at our Court, at [Lamp ton-Court, the 
fifth Day of September, 1717, in the 
fourth \ear of our R.egin. 

God lave the KING. 

Before Governor Regers went over, the Procla- j 
mation was lent to them, which they took as Teague 
took the Covenant, that is, they made Prize of the 
Ship and Proclamation too ; however, they lent I 
. for thole who were out ■ a Cruifmg, and called a | 
general Council, but there was lb much Noife and [ 
Clamour, that nothing could be agreed on; lome \ 
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Were for fortifying the Illand, to Hand upon their 
°wn 1 erms, and Treating with the Government upon 
the Foot of a Commonwealth ; others were alfo 
or ftrengchening the Illand for their o wn Security, 
but were not itrenuous for' theft Punftillios, .o that 
they might have a general Pardon, without bei lg 
obliged to make any Reftitution, and to retire, 
t'oth all their Eifefts, to the neighbouring Britiff 
Plantations. 

But Captain pfennings, who was their Comrmdore, 
and who always bore a great Sway among 
r leni > being a Man of good Underftauding, and a 
hood Eftate, before this Whim took him of going 
a Pyrating, relolved upon furrendering, without 
^ore ado, to the Terms of the Proclam ition, which 
0 difeoneerted all their Meafures, that the Con- 
Tf/f broke up very abruptly without doing any 
king • and prelently Pfennings, and by his Exam-' 
P' e j about 1 50 more, came in to the Governor of 
ffmudas, and had their Certificates^ tho’ the 
Sieateft Part of them returned again, like the Dbg 
• ° Vhe Vomit. The Commanders who were then 
h 1 the Illand, befides Captain pfennings abovemeu- 
°ned, 1 think were thele, Benjamin Hwnigold Edward 
<f ac h, John Martel, James Ffe, Chriflopher W.nter, A 7 - 
c ”°Us Brown, Paul Williams, Charles Bellamy, Oliver la 
t ° Uche > Major Penney, Ed. England, T. Burgefs Tho. Cock- 
J'T R- Sample, Charles P~ane, and two or three others : 
°rnigold , Williams Burgefs and la Bouche were after- 
J^ndscaft away ; Teach and Fenner killed, and their 
rews taken; James Fife killed by his own Men; 

lnW /S , Cre v deftro Y ed 3 a nd he forced on an un- 
ifr; <l0lted Iffand ;• Cocklyn, Sample and Fane hanged ; 
c ,T er a ] ld bSrown fur rendered to the Spaniards at 
and England lives now at Madagafcar. 

In the Month of May or June 1718, Captain 
flfs arrived at his Government, with two o his 
■’■‘hefty’s Ships, and found feveral of the above fail 
C 2 Pyrates 
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Py rates there, who upon the coining of the Men 
of War, all furrendered to the Pardon, except 
Charles Vane and his Crew, which happened after 
this Manner. 

I have before defcribed the Harbour to have two 
Inlets, by Means of a fmall Ifland lying at the 
Mouth of it; at one of which, both the Men of 
War entered, and left the other open, fo that Vane 
llip’d his Cable, fet Fire to a large Prize they had 
there, and refolutely put out, firing at the Man 
of War as he went off. 

As loon as Captain Rogers had fettled himfelf in 
his Government, he built a Fort for his Defence, 
and garriloned it with the People he found upon 
the Ifland ; the quondam rPyrates, to the Number of 
400, he formed into Companies, appointed Officers 
of thole whom he molt confided in, and then 
fet about to fettle a Trade with the Spaniards, in j 
the Gulf of Mexico ; in one of which Voyages, 
Captain Burge fs abovementioned, died, and Captain 
Homigold , another of the famous Pyrates, was ■ 
caft away upon Rocks, a great Way from Land, 
and perifhed, but five of his Men got into a Canoe 
and wereftved. 

Captain Rogers lent out a Sloop to get Provifions, . 
and gave the Command to one John Augury one 
of the Pyrates, who had accepted of the A£t of 
Grace; in their Voyage they met with two Sloops, 
and John and his Comrades not yet forgetting 
their former Bufinefs, made Ufe of their old Free- 
dom, and took out of them in Money and Goods, 1 
to the Value of about 500 1 . after this they : 
fleered away for Hifpaniola, , not being fatisfy’d whe- 
ther the Governor would admit them to carry on | 
two Trades at once, and fo thought to have bidden 
Fa re we 1 to the Bahama Illands ; but as ill Luck would ; 
have it, they met with a violent Turnado, wherein 1 
they loft their Maft, and were drove back to one of 

the 



telling them from the Gallows, that, They 
'‘Over thought to have feen the Time , when ten fiich Men as 
they fl md 2 fo e t y> d a p and hanged like Dogs , and four 
fjndered of their fworn Friends and Companions quietly 
J ending hy to behold the Spectacle. One Humphrey Aior- 
ri ff urged the Matter further than the reft, taxing 
them with Pufilanimity and Cowardice, as if it 
^yere a Breach of Honour in them not to rife arid 
ave them from the ignominious Death they were 
L°mg to luffer. But ’twas all in vain, they were 
Uow told, it was their Bufinefs to turn their Minds 
0 another World, and fincerely to repent of 
}yhat Wickednefs they had done in this. T«, an- 


jT w J re d one of them, 


I do, heartily repent ; I repent I 


r ffd not done more Mifchief and that we did not cut the 
, r ° at s of them that took us , and I am extremely forty 
at you an’t all bang’d as well as we. So do 7 , fays 
pother .- _And 7 , fays a third ; and then they were 
g turned oft', without making any other dying 
jP e eches, except one Dennis Macarty , who told the 
fople. That fome Friends of his had often faid he jhould 
Fo V ^ tS Shoes) but that he would make them Lyars , and 
Y V - kicked them off. And thus ended the Lives, 
1 h their Adventures, of thofe miferable Wretches, 

C 3 who 
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the Uninhabited Bahama’s , and loft their Sloop ; the 
Men got all alhore, and lived up and down in the 
Wood, for a little Time, till Governor Rogers 
happening to hear of their Expedition, and where 
tJ iey had got to, lent out an armed Sloop to the 
aforefaid Ifland ; the Mafter of which, with good 
Words and fair Promiles, got them on Board, 
ptd brought them all to Providence , being a eleven 
*yrfons, ten of which were try’d at a Court of Ad- 
miralty, conviflred, and hanged by the other’s Evi- 
. nce , in the Sight of all their former Compa- 
m? ns and fellow Thieves. The Criminals would 
a >n have fpirited up the pardoned Pyrates, to 
^efeue them out of the Hands of the Officers of 

Juftice, 
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who may lerve as fad Examples of the little EffeO: 
Mercy has upon Men once abandoned to an evil 
Courie of Life. 

Leaft 1 be thought fevere in m V Animadverfions 
upon the Span jh Proceedings in the Weft-Indies in 
refpeft to their Dealings with us- I fhall mention 
an Inftance or two, wherein Dll be as concife as pof- 
fible, and then tranfcribe lome original Letters from 
the Governor of Jamaica, and an Officer of a Man of 
War, to the Alcaldecs of T.'inidado , on the Ifland 
P r Cuha , with their Anfwers, translated into Em- 
Efb, and then proceed to the particular Hiftories 
of the 1 y rates and their Crews, that have made 
rnfffi Nolle in the World in out oven Times . 

About March 1722, one of our Men of War 
trading upon the Coaft, viz,, the Greyhound Galley, 
Captain H alron, the faid Captain invited fome of the 
Mei chants to Dinner, .who with their Attendants and 
Friends came on Board to the Number of 16 or 1 8 in 
a |L ar 'd having concerted Meafures, about fix or 
eight dined 111 the Cabin, and the reft were waiting 
on the Deck. While the Captain and his Guefts 
were at Dinner, the Boatfwain Pipes for the Ship’s 
Company to dine ; accordingly the Men take their 
Platters, receive their Proviftons, and down they 
go between Decks, leaving only 4 or 5 Hands be- 
jk cs the Spaniards, £ibove ? who were immediately 
difpatched by them, and the Hatches laid on 
the reft ; thole in the Cabin were as ready as their 
Companions, for they pulled out their Piftols and 
ftiot the Captain, Surgeon and another dead, and 
grievoufly wounded the Lieutenant but he get- 
ine out of the Window upon a Side-Ladder, there- 
by fived his Life, ahd lo they made themlelves ! 
Matters of the Ship in an Inftant : But by acciden- 
tal good Fortune, /he was recovered before fhe was' I 
carry ’doff:, for Captain Wulron having mann’d a Sloop i 
with yo Hands out of his Ship’s Company, had tent 

her 
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her to Windward lome Days before, allb for Trade, 
’which the Spaniards knew very well; anc ^ juft as the. 
A ft ion was over they law phis Sloop coming down, 
before the Wind, towards their Ship ; upon which the 
Spaniards took about 10000 l. in Specie, as I am in- 
formed, quitted the Ship, and went off in their 
Launch u. nolefted. 

About the ftrme Time, a Guard le Coaft, of Porto 
Tco, commanded by one Matthew Luke, an Italian, 
took four English Velio Is, and murthered all the 
Crews : He was taken by the Lancefton Man of 
War, in May 1722, and brought to Jamaica, were 
they were all but feven defervedly hanged. Iris 
Likely the Man of War might not have meddled 
Wth her, but that ftie blindly laid the Lance ftan on 
board, thinking ihe had been a Merchant Ship, 
Wk) 'thereupon catched a Tartar. Afterwards in 
r ummaging there was found a Cartridge of Powder 
fPn e up with a Piece of an English journal, befong- 
Lrg, I believe, to the C-ean Snow; and upon Ex- 
ar nination, at laft, it was diicovered that they 
bad taken this Veifel and murthered the Crew; 
a nd one of the Spaniards, when he came to die, con- 
Lhfed chat he had killed twenty Englijjs Men with 
hisowji Hands. 

S. Jago de la Vega, Febr 20. 

V Tetter from his Excellency Sir Nicolas Laws, 
our Governor, to the Alcaldes of Trinidado 
on Cuba, dated the 26th of Jan. 172 1-2. 

Gentlemen, 

^ T ^ ^ * rec l uent Depredations, Robberies, and 
c ‘ JL c other Afts of Hoftility, which have been 
( pomnr'tted ori the King my Royal Matter’s Sub- 
Jefts, by a Parcel of Banditti, who pretend to 
, C 4 * ‘ have 
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t have Commiffions from you, and in Reality are 
C ^heltered^ under your Government, is the Oc- 

< , ; 0n of m y Ending the Bearer Captain Cham- 
c berl f n i Commander of his Majefty’s Snow Happy 
c to demand Satisfaction of you for fo many no to- 
C nous Robberies which your People have lately 
t com ®itted on the King’s Subjects of this Iffand * 
£ pardcukHy by thofe Tray tors, Nicolas Brown 
c ;! Ild Mripfher Winter, to whom you have given 
c Rote&on. Such Proceedings as thele are not 
£ on T a Breach of the Law of Nations, but muft 
£ a PP car to the World of a very extraordinary 

< ff a . ture > when confidered that the Subjeds of a 

£ y 1111 ^ “1 Amity and Friendlhip with another 
£ S ive Countenance and encourage fuch vile 

£ Pences. I confels I have had long Patience, and 
t ded ff ed . ufm S aily violent Meafures to obtain 
c katisiaftioD, hoping the Ceflation of Arms fo 

happily concluded upon between our refpefrive 
Sovereigns, would have put an effedualStop to 
tuofe Diforders • but on the contrary, I now find 
the Port or Trinidado a Receptacle to Villains 
of all Nations. I do therefore think fit to ac- 
quaint you, and affine you in the King my Ma- 
ker’s Name, that if I do meet with any of your 
Rogues for the future upon the Coaft of this 
Iuand, I will order them to be hanged diredly 
without Mercy ; and I exped and demand of 
you to make ample Reftitution to Captain Cham? 
berla.n of all the Negroes which the faid Brown 
and Winter have lately taken off from the North- 
Idand, and alfo of fuch Sloops and 
other Effeds as they have been taken and robbed 
or, iince the Ceifation of Arms, and that you 
will deliver up to the Bearer fuch Emlijh Men 
as are now detained, or otherwife remain at Tri- 
nidado . ; and alfo exped you will hereafter forbear 
granting any Commiffions, or buffer any fuch 

t notq- 
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£ notorious Villains to be equipp’d and fitted out 
* from your Port : otherwife you may depend upon 
4 it, thofe that I can meet with, Avail be efteemed 
1 Pyrates, and treated as fuch y of which I thought 
( proper to give you Notice, and am, &c. 

A Letter from Mr. Jofeph Laws, Lieutenant 
of his Majejl/s Ship , Happy Snow , to the 
Alcaldes of Trinidado. 

Genlemen, 

<L IT Am fent by Commadore Vernon, Commander 
X 4 in Chief of all his Majefty’s Ships in the 
4 Wefr-Indtes, to demand in the King our Mafter s 
£ Name, all the Veffels, with their Effeds, &e. 
c and alfo the Negroes taken from 'Jamaica fince the 
4 Ceifation of Arms •, likewife all Englijhmen now 
4 detained, or otherwife remaining in your Port or 
4 Trinidado, particularly Nicholas Brown and Chrifto- 
4 pher Winter, both of them being Traytors, Py- 
4 rates and common Enemies to all Nations : And 
4 the faid Commadore hath ordered me to acquaint 
4 you, that he is ffirprized that the Subjeds of a 
4 Prince in Amity and Friendfliip with another, 

4 ffiould give Countenance to fuch notorious V il- 
4 lains. In Expedation of your immediate Compli- 
4 ance, I am, Gentlemen, 

Off the River Trim- Your humble Servant, 
dado, Feb. 8 . 1720 . Jofeph Laws. 

The Anfiver of the Alcaldes of Trinidado, to 
Mr. LawsV Letter. 

Capt. Laws, 

j, TK Anfwer to yours, this ierves to acquaint 
fi c you, that neither in this City, nor Port, are 
4 there any Negroes or Veffels which have been ta- 
ken 
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Kdi at vour Iflanci oF 
fmce the Ce.f tion of Arm?’. 
have been taken fince that Tim 1 Wha 5 Ve 'fels 
trading in an unlawful SJ™ 6 ’ have ke ™ for 
and as for thofe ZL Z??* ^ ^ Coaft > 
they are here as other' SubiS-F^ 7 ° U r mentiot H 
King, being brought 2 nl ° Ur t°, rd ^ 
thoiick Faith, and have I - 7 f °, ur hoJ 7 Ca~ 
Baptifm • but if thev ft n , c , eived tbe Water of 
fhould not comply with dalifn ‘ ^ 
they are bound at prefent ^ 7’ ln whid * 

chaflized according P to ‘ the o J 67 ftaH be 
King whom God pWerve ° f °- 

wetgh Anchor as foon as poffible 9 uf Vou v 11 
Port and its Coafl s'" becaufe uno ’ f ^ 
fhall be fullered to trade or arv T°h- AcC ° • P° u 
we are refoived not to admit tiJereof ’ for 
' lei've you. We kifs y OUf Hand G ° d Pre-' 

Feb7 S,§ned ’ * Fuentes 

’ 722 ’ ' Bemtu Jlfmfo dtL 

Air. Laws V Reply to the Alcaldes Letter. 
Gentlmen, 

* Y ° c the\ refUflng t0 del! ' v ' er U P the Subjects of 
£ 4, it be ng^^^ " whatlur^’ 

; i n g them 1*^%™ ** ^ 

‘ (for which you h f Pf 1 *. trifling Pretence 
f Excufe) to S ^ F0U1 r at,0!1 but to forge an 
4 to the Truth of the aay En *i uir V in- 

£ former, I m u ft 5? ff S 1 pledged in my 
£ flay on the Coafl till I ) U 107 Refolutions are, to 

£ fliould i meet any Veitekh ReprizaJs i and 
‘ 1 ih '11 l h eRels belonging to y 0ur p ort .. 

m n0t treftt thera as ^ Subjefts oftVcS 
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e of Spain, but as Pyrates, finding it a Part of your 
£ Religion in this Place to proteft luch V Plains. 

Off the River Trim- Your humble Servant, 
dado, Feb. 8. 1720. 5 { °f¥ ] Lms ‘ 

The An fiver of one of the Alcaldes to Mr. Laws s 

Rep'y. 

Captain Laws, 

4 17 ° U m ?y allure your felf, I will never be 
\ 1 wanting in the Duty of my Poft. l he 

£ PrifonerS that are here are not in Prifon, but 
£ only kept here to be lent to the Governor of the 
£ Havana : If you fas you fay) command at Sea, 1 
£ command on Shoar : If you treat the Spaniards, 

£ you fhould happen to take, as Pyrates, I will do 
‘ the fame by every one of your People 1 can 
£ take up : I will not be wanting to good Manners, 

£ if you will do the fame. 1 can likewite act the 
£ Soldier, if any Occafion Ihould offer that way, 

£ for I have very good People here for that puipo.e. 

£ If you pretend any Thing elle, you may execute 
£ it on this Coaft. God preferve you. I kils your 
£ Hand. 

Trinidado, Signed, 

Feb. 20.1720. Bennett e Alf on fo del Menzano. 

The laft Advices we have received from our 
Plantat’ons in America, dated June 9th, ^ 1724, 
gives us the following Account, viz.. That Captain 
Jones in the Ship John and Mary, on the Sth of the 
laid Month, met with, near the Capes of Virginia, 
a Spanijh Guard 'del Coafl, commanded by one Don 
Benito, laid to be commiffioned by the Governor 
of Cuba: ‘She was manned with 60 Spaniards, 18 
French Men and 18 Englijh, and had an English Cap- 
tain as well as Spanijh, one R'chard Holland, who ror- 
ffieriy belonged to the Suffolk Man of War, which 
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he deferted at Naples, and took Shelter in a Con- 

Admin i° n B ri the SpamJh Fleet under 
anffi T™r \ ™ ^ m the M ^iterranean ; 

na alter the Ceflation of Arms with Spain fettled 

WetlZies °Th- S C ° U 'Jy, m , en W m the Spanijb 

r- \- Jhis Guard del Coafi made Prize of 

Cap ta ,„ 7 „„> s sh!p) md 

,^ . 5 , th the 8th, during which Time ihe took 

vTmIZ/ T ° f Bofim > Thomas M™- 

wf? P° lph \ °/ r °t>P> a ™, Theodore 
The ’former’ J’ 0 ^ aden and bound for Virginia: 
Men' anTi fent to 8 et her with three 
f ?i the M f e > u nder the Command of a 

taken . <?, fficer and Crew, the fame Day fl xe was 
taken the latter they carried off with them nut 

Sfsto* r -K d all , th s Cr r **« 

Jones s Ship. They plundered Captain Jones ot 
thirty fix Men Slaves, fome Gold-Duff, all his 
Cloaths, four great Guns and finall Arms, and 
about four hundred Gallons of Rum befides his 

s“ s a,ld StoreSj computed ia k “ l 
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O F 

Captain AVERY, 

And his Crew. 

N one of thefe bold Adventurers were 
ever fo much talked of, for a while, as 
jvery , he made as great a Node m the 
World as Meriveis does now, and was looxed upon 
to be a Perfon of as great Confequence ; he was re- 
prefented in Europe , as one that had rade ’ m J? 
to the Dignity of a King, and was lively to e e 
' Founder of a new Monarchy •, having, as it was laid, 
taken immenfe Riches, and married the Great Mo- 
pul's Daughter, who was taken in an Indian Ship, 
which fell into his Hands-, and that he had by her 
many Children, living in great Royalty and State j 
that he had built Forts, erefted Magazines, and 
was Matter of a flout Squadron of Ships, mann 
with able and defperate Fellows of all Nations \ that 
he gave Commiflions out in his own Name to the 
Captains of his Ships, and to the Commanders of 
his Forts, and was acknowledged by them as their 
Prince. A Play was writ upon him, called, the Sue- 
cefsful Tyrate and, thefe Accounts obtained fuch 
Belief, that feveral Schemes were offered to the 
Council f or fitting out a Squadron to take him - 7 
V/hile others were for offering him and his Compa* 
nions an Aft of Grace, and inviting them to Eng- 
land, with all their Tieafare, leaft his growing 
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«££& migte hind " the T «* «< W to the 

. ^ ec thefe were no more than filfeR,,™ 
improved by the Credulity of » nd ” T 
moor of others who love to tell ftraoS Thine, ■ 

wanted ^Shihi'ng ^ & 

We e alth“n h iJ aS r in ™ohig£ 

were thelrn^'crotSsTf fo 

H ; e was b om in the Weft of Enaland near »/, 
in Devonshire, being bred to the Sea £ 
enred as a Mate of a Merchant-Man, inlLral 
rung Voyages; It happened before the Peace of 
Ryfwxk, when there was an Alliance betwK-r c! • 

f^tfr IMand ' &C A againft France > that the French 
f ,( h carried on a fmugling Trade with the 
Spaniards on the Continent of Pr W , which by the 
Laws or Spain, is not allowed to Friends in X’ 
of Peace, for none but native 
ted to Txafcelt m thofe Pitts, or lit their Son 
Shoie, unlefs at any Time they are brought as Prifb 
ners • wherefore they conftantly keen rernt s • 

•cruifing along the Coaft, whon/they call r / 

Cnfl-a who Intro A , y CtiU Guarda del 

Lou who have the Orders to make Prizes of 

all Ships they can light of within five Leases of 

Lana Now the French growing very bold in Tnide 

and the Spaniards being poorly provided with Shins’ 

and thofe they had being of no Force, it often feH 

II 

f ut foreigVsh^VC te SrvS^hiS being 

known at Brifiol, feme Merchants of that Ckl 

fitted 
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fitted out two Ships of thirty odd Guns, and no 
Hands each, well furnilhed with Provision aud \m- 
munition, and all other Sto es and the Hire being 
agreed for, by fome Agents for Span, they were 
commanded to fail for Corunna or the Groine, there 
to receive their Orders, and to take on Board fome 
Spanf Gentlemen, who were to go Paffengers to 

Of one of thefe Ships, which I take to be call d the 
Duke, Capt. Gibfon Commander, Avery w as fun Mate, 
and being a Fellow of more Cunning than Com age, 
he infinuated him (ell into the good Will of feveia 
of the boldeft Fellows on Board the other Ship, as 
well as that which he was on Board of-, having loun- 
ded their Inclinations before he opened inmleir, 
and finding them ripe for his Defign, he, at length, 
propoled to them, to run away with the Ship, 
telling them what great Wealth was to be had up- 
on the Coafts of India : It was r.o foonei aic ^ an 
agreed to, and they refolved to. execute their I lo 
at Ten a Clock the'Night following. r 

It muft be obferv’d, the Captain was one or thole 
who are mightily addi&ed to Punch, lo that he 
paffed moft of his time on Shore, in fome little 
drinking Ordinary but this Day he did not go on 
Shore as ufual ; however, this did not fpoil the De- 
fign, for he took his ufual Dofe on Board and lo 
got to Bed before the Hour appointed for the Buii- 
nefs : The Men alfo who were not privy to the De- 
fign, turn’d into their Hammocks, leaving none up- 
on Deck but the Confpirators, who, indeed, were 
the greater! Part of the Ship’s Crew. At the Time 
agreed on, the Dutchefs's Long-Boat appeal d, wh.i i 
Avery hailing in the ufual Manner, was amweied bv 
the Men in her, Is your drunken Boatftvara on Board ? 
Which was the Watch-Word agreed between them, 
and Avery replying in the Affirmative, the Boat 
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came aboard with fixteen flout Fellows, and joined 
the Company. 

When our Gentry faw that all was clear, they 
fecured the Hatches, fo went to work they did 
not flip the Anchor, but weigh’d it leifurely, and 
fo put to Sea without any Diforder or Confuflon 
tho’ there were feveral Ships then lying in the Bay’ 
and among them a Dutch Frigate of forty Guns’ 
the Captain of which was offered a great Reward 
to go out after her • but Mynheer , who perhaps 
would not have been willing to have been ferved fo 
him Self, could not be prevail’d upon to give fuch 
Ufage to another, and fo let Mr. Avery purfue his 
Voyage, whither he had a Mind to. 

The Captain, who by this Time, was awaked, ei- 
ther by the Motion of the Ship, or the Noife of 
working the Tackles, rung the Bell- Avery and 
two others went into the Cabin • the Captain, half 
afleep, and in a kind of Fright, ask’d. What was 
the Matter ? Avery anfwered cooly. Nothing the 
Captain replied, fomething's the Matter with the Ship, 
Does fie drive ? What Weather is it? Thinking 
nothing lefs then that it had been a Storm, and 
that the Ship was driven fi om her Anchors : No, no, 
anfwered Avery , we're at Sea, with a fair Wind and 
good Weather. At Sea! fays the Captain, How can 
that be ? Come, fays Avery, don't be in a Fright, but put 

on your Cloaths , and I'll let you into a Secret : 

Tou mufi know, that I am Captain of this Ship now, and 
this is my Cabin, therefore you mufi walk out • I am 
bound to Madagafcar, with a Defign of making my 
own Fortune , and that of all the brave Fellows joined 
with me. 

The Captain having a little recovered his Senfes, 
began to apprehend the meaning ; however, his 
Fright was ?s great as before, which Avery per- 
ceiving, bad him fear nothing, for, fays he, if you 
. have 
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fove a Mind to make one of us, we will receive you, 
a nd if you’ll turn fober, and mind your Bufinefs, 
perhaps in Time I may make you one of my Lieu- 
tenants, if not, here’s a Boat a-long-flde, and you 
mall be let afhore. 

The Captain was glad to hear this, and therefore 
Accepted of his Offer, and the whole Crew being 
tailed up, to know who was willing to go on Shore 
w ith the Captain, and who to feek their Fortunes 
XVl th the reft •, there were not above five or fix who 
'vere willing to quit this Enterprize ; wherefore 
hey were put into the Boat with the Captain that 
■Mmute, and made their Way to the Shore as well 
as they could. 

They proceeded on their Voyage to Madagafcar , 
I do not find they took any Ships in their Way 
'Y-ben they arrived at the N. E. Part of that Ifland, 
they found two Sloops at Anchor, who, upon feeing 
t bem, flip’d their Cables and run themfelves afhore, 
the Men all landing, and running into the Woods •, 
befa were two Sloops which the Men had run away 
^th from the Wefl-Indies, and feeing Avery, they 
u Ppofed him to be fome Frigate fent to take them, 
an d therefore not being of Force to engage him, 
they did w hat they could to fave themfelves. 

He guefled where they were, and fenfrfome of his 
' / f l on Shore to let them know they were Friends, 
an d to offer they might join together for their com- 
tft°n Safety the Sloops Men were well arm’d, and 
, a d pofted themfelves in a Wood, with Centinels 
j on the out-fide, to obferve whether the Ship 
^>uded her Men to purfue them, and they obfer- 
* n S only two or three Men to come towards them 
itbout Arms, did not oppofe them, but having 
p . enged them, and they anfwering they were 
r lends, they lead them to their Body, where they 
d ^ered their Meffage; at firft, they apprehen- 
waa a Stratagem to decoy them on Board, 
P but 


50 Of Captain AVERY* 

but when the Ambaifadors offered that the Captain 
himfelf, and as many of the Crew as they fhould 
name, would meet them on Shore without Arms, 
they believed them to be in Earneft, and they foon 
entered into a Confidence with one another-, thofe 
on Board going on Shore, and iome of thofe on 
Shore going on Board. 

The Sloops Men were rejoiced at the new Ally, 
for their VelTels were fofmall, that they could not 
attack a Ship of any Force, fo that hitherto they 
had not taken any confiderable Prize, but now they 
hop’d to fly at high Game •, and Avery was as well 
pleafed at this Reinforcement, to frrengrhen them 
for any brave Enterprize, and tho’ the Booty muft 
be leliened to each, by being divided into fo many 
Shares, yet he found out an Expedient not to luffer 
by it himfelf, as (hall be fhewn in its Place. 

Having confulted what was to be done, they re- 
folved to fail out together upon a Cruize, the Gal- 
ley and two Sloops; they therefore fell to work 
to get the Sloops off, which they foon effected, and 
fleered towards the Arabian Coaft near the River 
Indus , the Man at the Maft-Head fpied a Sail, upon 
which they gave Chace, and as they came nearer to 
her, they perceived her to be a tall Ship, and fancied , 
fhe might be a Dutch Eaft-lndia Man homeward 
bound-, but fhe proved a better Prize ; when they 
fired at her to bring too, fhe hoifted Mogul's Colours, 
and feemed to Hand upon her Defence ; Avery only 
canonaded at a Difiance, and fome of his Men 
began to fufpeft that he was not the Hero they 
took him for : However, the Sloops made life of 
their Time, and coming one on the Bow, and the 
other on the Quarter, of the Ship, clapt her on Board, 
and enter’d her, upon which flie immediately ftruck 
her Colours and yielded ■, fhe was one of the Great j 
Mogul's own Ships, and there were in her feveral 
of the greateft Perfons of his Court, among whom it I 
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Was laid was one o'' his Daughters, who were going 
On a Pilgrimage to Mecca , the Mahometans think- 
ing themfelves obliged Once in their Lives to vifit 
that Place, and they were carrying with them 
rich Offerings to prefent at the Shrine of Mahomet. 
It is known that the Eaftern People travel with 
the utmofi: Magnificence, fo that they had With 
them all their Slaves and Attendants, their rich 
Habits and jewels, with VelTels of Gold and Silver,' 
a nd great Sums of Money to defray the Charges 
°f their Journey by Land; wherefore the Plunder 
got by this Prize, is not eafily computed. 

Having taken all the Treafure on Board their 
°wn Ships, and plundered their Prize of every 
Thing elfe they either wanted or liked, they let 
Iter go -, fhe not being able to continue her Voyage , 11 
returned back : As foon as the flews came to the 
Mogul, and he knew that they were Englift) who 
had robbed them, he threatened loud, and talked 
°f fending a mighty Army with Fire and Sword,' 
to extirpate the Englift from all their Settlements 
°n the Indian Coaft The Eaft-lndia Company in 
England, were very much alarmed at it however;' 
by Degrees, they found Means to pacify him, by 
promising to do their Endeavours to take the Rob- 
bers, and deli ’or them into his Hands -, however; 
the great Noifethis Thing made in Europe, as well 
as India, was the Occafioii of all thefe rom’antick 
Stories which were formed of Avery's Greatnefs.' 

In the mean Time our fuccefsful Plunderers a- 
greed to make thebeft of their Way back to Ma- 
dagascar, intending to make that Place their Maga- 
zine or Repofitory for all their Treafure, and to 
build a fmall Fortification there, raid leave a few 
Hands always afhore to look after it, and de- 
fend it from any Attempts of the Natives - but 
Avery put an End to’ this Project, and made it alto- 
gether unneceflary. 

D i As 
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As they were Steering their Courfe, as has been 
faid, he fends a Boat on Board of each of the Sloops, 
defiring the Chief of them to come on Board of 
him, in order to hold a Council • they did fb, 
and he told them he had fomething to propofe to 
them for the common Good, which was to provide 
againft Accidents ; he bad them confider the Trea- 
fure they were poffefs’d of, would be fufficient for 
them all if they could fecure it in fome Place on 
Shore ■, therefore all they had to fear, was fome 
Misfortune in the Voyage he bad them confider 
the Confequeuces of being feparated by bad Wea- 
ther, in which Cafe, the Sloops, if either of them 
ihould fill in with any Ships of Force, rauft be 
either taken or funk, and the Treafure on Board 
her loft to the reft, befides the common Accidents 
of the Sea ) as for his Part he was fo ftrong, he 
was able to make his Party good with any. Ship 
they were like to meet in thofe Seas •, that if he met 
with any Ship of fuch Strength, that he could 
not take her, he was fafe from being taken, being 
fo well maim’d • befides his Ship was a quick Sailor, 
and could carry Sail, when the Sloops could not, 
wherefore, he propofedto them, to put the Trea- 
fure on Board his Ship, to feal up each Cheft with 3 
Seals, whereof each was to keep one, and to appoint 
a Rendezvous, in Cafe of Separation. 

Upon confidering this Propofal, it appeared fa 
feafonable to them, that they readily came into it, 
for they argued to themfelves, that an Accident 
might happen to one of the Sloops and the other 
efcape, wherefore it was for the common Good. 
The Thing was done as agreed to, the Treafure 
put on Board of Avery, and the Chefts feal’d •, they 
kept Company that Day and the next, the Wea- 
ther being fair, in which Time Avery tampered 
with his Men, telling them they now had fufficient 
to make them all qafy, and what Ihould hinder 
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them from going to fome Country , whet e they 
Were not known, and living on Shore all the re o 
their Days in Plenty ) they under flood .what ne 
meant : And in ihort, they all agreed to bilk their 
new Allies, the Sloop’s Men, nor do I find that an) 
°f them felt any Qualms of Honour riling m 1 
Stomach, to hinder them from confenting to tuis 
Piece of Treachery. In fine, they took Advantage 
°f the Darknefs that Night, fleer’d another Courie, 
a nd by Morning, loft Sight of them. , , 

I leave the Reader to judge, what Swearing an 
Confufion there was among the Sloop s Men, in 
the Morning, when they law that Avery 'had given 
them the Slip 1 for they knew by the Fairneis of 
the Weather, and the Courfe they had agreed to 
fleer, that it muft have been done on purpofe . Bu 
we leave them at prefent to follow Mr. Avery- 
Avery, and his Men, having consulted what to do 
with themfelves, came to a Refolution, to make the 
heft of their Way towards America , and none of them 
being known in thofe Parts, they intended to divide 
the Treafure, to change their Names, to go afhore, 
fome in one Place, fome in other, to purchale iome 
Settlements, and live at Eafe. The fir ft Land they 
made, was the Ifland of Providence, then newly 
Settled •, here they ftaid fome Time, and having 
c onftdered that when they fhould go to Nerv-Eng- 
land, theGreatnefs of their Ship, would, caufe much 
-Enquiry about them \ and poflibly fome Pcop e 
from England, who had heard the Story of a Ship s 
being run away with from the Groine, might lul- 
pect them to be the People \ they therefore took a 
Refolution of difpofing of their Ship at Providence . 
Upon which, Avery pretending that the Ship being 
fitted out upon the privateering Account, and ha - 
ving had no Succefs, he had received Orders f 10m 
the Owners, to difpofe of her to the beft Advan- 

D 3 ta S e » 
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tage, he foon met with a Purchafer, and immedi- 
ately bpught a bloop. 

In this Sloop, he and his Companions embarq’d 
they touch’d at feverai Parts of America , where no 
Perfon fufpe&ed them ■, and fome or them went on 
Shore, and dilperied themfelves about the Country 
having received fuch Dividends as Avery would give 
them ; for he concealed the greateft Part of the Dia- 
monds from them, which in the firit Hurry of plun- 
dering the Ship, they did.ot much regard, as not 
knowing their Value. 

At length he came to Bofrcn, m Nem- England, and 
Jeem’d to have a Defire or fettling in thofe Parts 
and feme of his Companions went on Shore there 
dHo, but he changed his Refolution, and propofod 
to the few of h : s Companions who were left to fail 
for Ireland , which they confented to : He found out 
that Ifew-England was not a proper Place for him 
becaufe a great deal o r his Wealth lay in Diamonds * 
and fhould he have produced them there, he would 
have certainly been feiz’d on Sufpicion of Pyracy. 

In^their Voyage to Ireland , they avoided St. 
George’s Channel, and failing North about, they put 
into one of the Northern Ports of that Kingdom • 
there they dilpofed of their Sloop, and coming on 
Shore they feparated themfelves, fome going to Cork 
and fome to Dublin , 7 8 of whom obtain’d the! r Pardons 
afterwards of K. William. When Avery had remain’d 
fome Time in this Kingdom, he wasafraid to offerhis 
Diamonds to fale, leaft an Enquiry into his Manner 
of coming by them fhould occafion a Difoovery • 
the le fore coiiiidering with himlelf what was belt 
to be done, he fancied there were fome Perfons at 
Briflol, whom he might venture to* trull • unon 
which, he refolved to pafs over into England he 
did fo, and going into Devonshire, he font to one of 
thefe Friends to meet him at a Town called Biddi- 

ford j 
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ford-, when he had communicated himielf to « 

Friends, and confulted with him about the ' M 
of his Metis, they agreed, that the fife fl ^ethod 
would be, to put them in the Hands o ,. j n 

chants, who being Men of Wealth af 
the World, no Enquiry would be made h ? 

came by them •, this Friend telling him a p u] ;_ 
intimate with fome who were very t oi ,, 
pole, and if he would but allow them a good ^ 
million would do the Bufinefs ve\y ^ 0 -her 
Avery liked the Propofal, for he found no other 
Way of managing his Affairs, fince he 

appear in them himfelf i therefore h,s Fnend go- 

ing back to Brifiol, and opening the a Alford 
Merchants, they made Avery a Vifit at ■ [ 

where, after fome Proteftationa of Honour an 
grity, he delivered them his ^^ s j , , c01 V ,, ave 
Diamonds and fome VelTels of Go Id-, y d 

him a little Money for his prefont Subfiftance, 

r0 H h feC|e d i his Name and tad « » 

without making any Figure, and there ong 

was no great Notice taken of him •, y - w ^ 0 
or two of his Relations know where he •_» 

came to fee him. In fome Time his httle Money 
was fpent, yet he heard nothing fom hl 
chants ; he writ to them often and a -ter much I 
portunity they font him a fmall ^ PP l V, but karce 
fufficient to pay his Debts : Hr fine, PP 

they font him from Time to Time, _ were fo fmall, 
that they were not fufficient to give him Bread 
nor could he get that little, without a great deal 
of Trouble and Importunity, wherefore being 

weary of his Life, he went privately to , «> 
fpeakto the Merchants himfelf where P^of 
Moneyhemetamoft fhocking Repul fo fo when 
he defired them to come to an Account tmh. 
they filenced him by threatening to difeover him. 
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Land as he^'fseT Were “ B °° d P f rat « « 

Ireland, and from thenrp fol i ’ I ?. m , ed } atel y over to 
very hard for a Snr.nl 1 *° Blclted b,s Merchants 

™ «en reduced P to y beg 6 ary° In thifSt f ° r - he 

ret " r ", 

put himfelf on Rn ^, uence be what it would. He 

L Paffage o“r « Kv” “f?® Ve ®> and work'd 

veiled on F„ ot t 0 f .™ whence he tra- 

a few Days before hS Vt d d- ^ been b « 
worth as much as „lfd b fe \? nd ’ noc <*ing 
Th,« t uld bu 7 him a Coffin. 

of any CenLtvT a ” th ” couM <* colleSed 
the idle Stories licb e g *5“ Mm i rejefting 
Greatnefi, by „hlch 

'zv z: e f: r ir M z h 

the World. ' ’ l °' Jgb ,lc made more Node in 
which muft have feized them ^ and Confufion, 

of Avery however 5L ' ’ - Up0n their Effing 
W of them Hill hmZiT tL^r ?** ? Urfe > 
had only out failed them in the ft 68 th , at he 
they ffiould find him at f U pi N ’§ ht > and that 

But when they came the e !T °f ^^vous : 

chugs of him, there was an’ End'o? R ^ Ty ‘ 

Ci me to confider what t-hrJ a d ¥°P e .- Ic was 
helves, their Stock of Sea ^ do Wltb tbeIrt " 

*nd tho> there 'was ^ce^nd^H - ^ 38 ** If ^ ^ >ent » 
be had affiore, yet thefe wni n Fl ^ 5 , and Fowi to 
without bemg^prope^dy cured 
*” Jr had no Conveniency of d^s 

iince 
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hnce they could not go a Cruizing any more it 
was Time to think of eftablifliing themfelves at 
Land- to which Purpofe they took all Things out 
°f the Sloops, made Tents of the Sails, and encam- 
ped themfelves, having a large Quantity of Ammu- 
nition, and abundance of final! Arms. 

d ^ ere they met .with feverai of their Countrymen, 
, ie . ? rew ob a Privateer Sloop which was comman- 
eel by Captain Thomas Tern ; and fince it will be 
ut a ffiort Digreffion, we will give an Account 
how they came here. 

Captain George Dew and Captain Thomas Tew, ha- 
n*g received Commiffions from the then Gover- 
V?r.°f Bermudas , to fail dire&ly for the River Gam- 
f 3n yl f rka 5 there, with the Advice and Affifl- 
l!^ ce of the Agents of the Royal African Company, 
attempt the taking the French Factory at Goorie, 
ymg upon that Coaft. In a few Days after they 
ai ed out. Dew in a violent Storm, not only fprung 
is Maft, but loft Sight of his Con fort; Dew there- 
oie returned. back to refit, and Tew inftead of pro- 
oedmg on his Voyage, made for the Cape of Good 
if ope and doubling the faid Cape, ffiaped his Courfe 
int- | G btraits ob Babel Mandel, being the Entrance 
q, ,° the Red Sea. Here he came up with a large 
IP, richly laden, bound from the Indies to Ara- 
of 5 Wlth thr ee hundred Soldiers on Board, befides 
^ men j yet Tew had the Hardinefs to board 
fer, and ioon carried her • and, ’tis faid, by this 
^ze, his Men ffiared near three thoufand Pounds 
iece : They had Intelligence from the Prifoners, 
T hve 0t , h J er , rich Ships to pafs that Wav, which 
ro would have attacked, iho’ they were very 

h , ad no£ been ove r-ruled by the Quar- 
ter-Matter and others This differing in Oni- 

thT Cre r ? d fome iU BIood amongft them, fo that 
WaVr c° lved to break lI P pyrating, and no Place 
■ ° ht to receive them as Madagafcar, hither they 

fleered 
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fleered, refolving to live on Shore and enjoy what 
they got. 

As for Tew himfelf, he with a few others in a 
fliort Time went off to Rhode JJland , from whence 
he made his Peace. 

Thus have we accounted for the Company o r 
Py rates met with here. 

It mull be obferved that the Natives of Madagaf- 
cat are a kind of Negroes, they d : ffer from tho'e 
of Guiney in their Hair, which is long, and their 
Complexion is not fo good a Jet ; they have innu- 
merable little Princes among them, who are con- 
tinually making War upon one another ; their Pri- 
foners are their Slaves, and they either fell them, 
or put them to death, as they pleafe : When our 
Pyrates firft fettled amongft them, their Alliance 
was much courted by thefe Princes, fo they fome- 
times joined one, fometimes another, but wherefo- 
ever they fided, they were fure to be Vi&orious • 
for the Negroes here had no Fire-Arms, nor did 
they understand their TJ fe ; fo that at length thefe 
Pyrates became fo terrible to the Negroes, that if 
two or or three of them were only feen on one Side, 
when they were going to engage, the oppoftte Side 
would fly without ftriking a Blow. 

By thefe Means they not only became feared, 
but powerful ; all the Prifoners of War, they took 
to be their Slaves ; they mariied the moft beautiful 
of the Negroe Women, not one or two, but as many 
as they liked ; fo that every one of them had as 
great a Seraglio as the Grand Seignior at Conflanti- 
nople : Their Slaves they employed in planting Rice, 
in Fifliing Hunting, &c. befides which, they had 
abundance of others, who lived, as it were, under 
their Proteftion, and to be fecure from the Diftur- 
bances or Attacks of their powerful Neighbours; 
thefe feemed to pay them a willing Homage. Now 
they began to divide from one another, each living 

with 
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with his own Wives, Slaves and Dependants, like 
a feparate Prince ; and as Power and Plenty na- 
turally beget Contention, they fometimes quarrel- 
led with one another, and attacked each other at 
the Head of their feveral Armies; and in thefe 
civil Wars, many of them were killed; but an Ac- 
cident happened, which obliged them to unite 
again for their common Safety. 

It rauft be obferved that thefe fudden great Men^ 
had uled their Power like Tyrants, for they grew 
Wanton in Cruelty, and nothing was more com- 
mon, than upon the flighteft Difpleafure, to caufe 
one of their Dependants to be fed to a Tree and 
fhot thro’ the Heart, let the Crime be what it 
w^uld, whether little or great, this was always 
the Punilhment ; wherefore the Negroes confpi- 
red together, to rid themfelves of thefe Deftroyers, 
all in one Night ; and as they now lived feparate, 
the Thing might eafily have been done, had not a 
Woman, who had been Wife or Concubine to one 
of them, run near twenty Miles in three Hours, 
to difcover the Ma ter to them : Immediately upon 
the Alarm they ran together as faft as they could, 
fo that when the Negroes approached them, they 
found them all up in Arms ; wherefore they retired 
without making any Attempt. 

This Efcape made them very cautious from that 
Time, and it will be worth while to defcribe the 
Policy of thefe brutifh Fellows, and to Ihew what 
Meafures they took to fecure themfelves. 

They found that the Fear of their Power could not 
fecure them againft a Surprize, and the braveft Man 
maybe kill’d when he is afleep, by one much his infe- 
rior in Courage and Strength , therefore, as their 
firft Security, they did all they could to foment 
War betwixt the neighbouring Negroes, remaining 
Neuter themfelves, by which Means, thofe who 
Were overcome conftantly fled to them for Pro- 
tection, 
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teftion, otherwife they muft be either killed or 
jnace Slaves. They ftrengthened their Party, and 
tied fome to them by Intereft - when there was no 
War, they contrived to fpirit up private Quar- 
rds among them, and upon every little Diipute 
or Mifunderftandmg, pulh on one Side or other to 
Revenge; Inftrud them how to attack or furprize 
their Adverfaries, and lend them loaded Piftols or 
Firelocks to difpatch them with ; the Confequence 
of which was, that the Murderer was forced to 
fly_ to them for the fafety of his Life, with his 
Wives, Children and Kindred, 

Such as thefe were faft Friends, as their Lives 
depended upon the fafety of his ProteRors ; for as 
we obferved before, our Pyrates were grown fo 
terrible, that none of their Neighbours had Refo- 
lution enough to attack them in an open War. 

By fuch Arts as thefe, in the Space of a few 
Years, their Body was greatly increafed, they then 
began to _ feparate themfelves, and remove at a 
greater Diftance from one another, for the Conve- 
nience of more Ground, and were divided like Jews, 
into Tribes, each carrying with him his Wives and 
Children, (of which, by this Time they had a large 
Family,) as alfo their 'Quota of Dependants and 
Followers; and if Power and Command be the 
Thing which diftinguifh a Prince, thefe Ruffians 
had all the Marks of Royalty about them, nay more, 
they had the very Fears which commonly difturb. 
Tyrants, as may be feen by the ext ream Caution 
they took in fortifying the Places where they 
dwelt. 

In this Plan of Fortification they imitated one 
another, their Dwellings were rather Citadels than 
Houfes; they made Choice of a Place overgrown 
with Wood, and fcituate near a Water ; they rai- 
fed a Rampart or high Ditch round it, fo ftrait and 
high, that it was impoffible to climb it, and efpe- 

cially 
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tially by thofe who had not the Ufe of Icaling Lad- 
ders : Over this Ditch there was one Paflage into 
the Wood ; the Dwelling, which was a Hut, was 
built in that Part of the Wood which the Prince, 
who inhabited it, thought fit, but fo covered that 
it could not be feen till you came at it ; but tne 
greateft Cunning lay in the Paffage which lead to 
the Hut, which was fo narrow, that no more than 
one Perfon could go a Breaft, and contrived in lo 
intricate a Manner, that it was a perfeft Maze or 
Labyrinth, it being round and round, with feveral 
little crofs Ways, fo that a Perfon that was not 
well acquainted with the Way, might walk feveral 
Hours round and crofs thefe Ways without being 
able to find the Hut ; moreover all along the Sides 
of thefe narrow Paths, certain large Thorns which 
grew upon a Tree in that Country, were {Ruck 
into the Ground with their Points uppermoft, and 
the Path it felf being made crooked and ferpentine, 
if a Man lhould attempt to come near the Hut at 
Night, he would certainly have {truck upon thele 
Thorns, tho’ he had been provided with that Clue 
which Ariadne gave to Tbefeus when he entereu the 

Cave of the Minataur. _ , 

Thus Tyrant like they lived, fearing and feared 
by all; and in this S'cituation they were found by 
Captain Woods Rogers , when he went to Madagascar, 
in the Delicia, a Ship of forty Guns, with a Defigu 
of buying Slaves in order to fell to the Dutch at 
Batavia or New-Holland : He happened to touch up- 
on a Part of the Illand, where no Ship had been 
feen for feven or eight Years before, where he met 
with fome of the Pyrates, at which Time, they 
had been upon the Illand above . 25 Years, having 
a large motly Generation of Children and Grand- 
Children defcended from them, there being about 
that Time, eleven of them remaining alive. 

Upon 
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Upon the:r Rrft leeinfr q ci,* r , . „ 

Burthen, they fhppofed" it to h° th '^ F P rc « and 
fenc to take them Zv h r a , Man of War 
then- FaftneiTes, but when W from ihe Wkh,n 
on Shore, without any fhew of Hof Fi tv J Z T® 
la S to trade with the Negroes fW *’ and ° ffer - 
come Out of their Holes ° n ,.Y entured to 
and fince they aftually are Kings'^, 

, a Wo f a Right, we 

it may 'bf imaging *the^ ^ 

worn out, fo that their ViS IOn§ kei1 
out at the Elbows • extreamI P 

iince they had no Cloaths the ^ weie ragged, 
cover them but the Sk£ ’of ?? thl “S t0 
tanning, but with all the Hair o rL'a ?' ? ‘ ny 
Stocking, fo they looked like the ?\& u reTof 
cities in the Lion’s Skin' and beino- « , ules0i H 
Beard, and Hair „„„„ 

can frame 88 ***"• **“* * M “"’ s Ration 
However, they foon got risk’d for tin, r ,t 
great Numbers of thole 6 poor People undeFthem 
for Cloaths, Knives, Saws, Powder and Rail J 

T"* °*' r Things, and became fo famiHa ’that 
they went aboard the Delkia, and were obferved 
o be very curious, examining the infide of tR 
Sh.p, and very familiar with the Men, inviting them ‘ 
ainore. 1 heir Defign in doing this, as they after- 
wards confeffed, was to try if it ’was not pAS 
cable to lurpnze the Ship in the Night' which 
they judged very eafy, in cafe there was but a 
flender Watch, kept on Board, they having Boats 
and Men enough at Command, but it feems the 

Captain was aware of them, and kept fo ftrong a 

\\ atch upon Deck,- that they found ft wa's in vaih 
to make any Attempt- wherefore, when fome of 

the 
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the Menwent affiore, they were for inveiglmg them, 

and drawing them into a Plot, foi sizing ‘P 
tain and fecuring the reft of the Men un 
ches, when they ftiould have the Night-Watch, 
pronrfmg a Signal to come on Board to join them , 
propofi if, if they lucceeded, to go a Py^ng to- 
gether, not doubting but with that ’P > 
ftiould be able to take any Thing they met on the 
Sea : But the Captain obfervmg an In timac y S r0 , ' 
ing betwixt them and fome of his Men, 
it could be for no good, he therefore broke it o 
in Time, not fuffering them fo much as to talk - 
gether •, and when he fent a Boat on Shore wi 
Officer to treat w th them about the Sale of Sla i , 

the Crew remained on Board the Boat, an n 
was fuffered to talk with them, but the Pei on 
puted by him for that Purpofe. ■ 

Before he failed away, and they found Art n° 
thing was to be done, they eonfefled all 
they had formed againft him. Thus he left them 
as he found them, in a great deal of dirty Stat 
and Royalty, but with fewer Subjects than they 
had, having, as we obferved, fold inany ofthem ; 
and if Ambition be the darling Paffion of Men, _ 
doubt they were happy. One of thefe grea i - 
ces had formerly been a Waterman upon 
Thames, where having committed a Murder, he fle 
to the Weft-Indies, and was of the Numoer of thofe 
who run away with the Sloops ^ the reft had been 
all foremaft Men, nor was there a Man amongft 
them, who could either read or write, and ye 
their Secretaries of State had no more Learning 
than themfelves. This is all the Account we can 
give of thefe Kings of Madagafcar , fome or whom 
it is probable are reigning to this Day. 
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O F 

Captain MARTEL , 

Ana ins C re w. 

I Come now to the Pyrates that have rofe fines 
. the Peace of Vtrcchc, in War Time there is no 
loom for any, becaufe all thofe of a rovin-* 
auvent rous Difpofition find Employment in Prt 
vateers, fo there is no Opportunity 7 fS Pyr a f es 

Height*" 10 L - nd0n ' T hCn they come «> an y 
Height, our Superiors order out the Train Bands 

itir; 1 ?" otherfarrS 

pieifedof Courfe; I take the Reafon of it to be 
that the Mob go into the tame Army, and immedi’ 
ately uom notorious Breakers of the Peace be 
come, by being put into order, foiemn Prefer- 

vers of it. And fhould our Legiflators put feme 
of the Pyrates mto Authority, it would not only 
leffen their Number, but, I imagine, let them upon 
the left, and they would be the likelieft People to 
“*“p CC ° rdi " 6 t0the P nwerb, , ft, e/ 

1 o bring this about, there needs no other Encou- 

to ft We al! the Effects taken aboard a 
Pyrate Velfel to the Captors j for in Cafe of Plunder 
and Gam, they like it as well from Friends, as Ene- 
mies, but are not fond, as Things are carry’d, of ruin* 

The 
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The Multitude of Men and Veiiels, employ’d 
this Way, in Time of War, in the Weft-Indies, is ano- 
ther Reafon, for the Number of Pyrates in a Time 
°f Peace : This cannot be fuppofed to be a Re- 
flection on any of our American Governments, much 
His on the King himfelf, by whofe Authority (uch 
Commiffions are granted, becaufe of the Reafona- 
blenefs, and abfolute Neceffity, there is for the 
doing of it •, yet the Obfervation is juft, for fo many 
idle People employing themfelves in Privateers, for 
the fake of Plunder and Riches, which they al- 
ways fpend as faft as they get, that when the War 
as over, and they can have no farther Bufineft 
f the Way of Life they have been ufed to, they 
too readily engage in ACts of Pyracy, which being 
but the fame Practice without a Commifiion, they 
^ake very little Diftindtion betwixt the Law- 
fulnefs of one, and the Unlawfulnefs of the 
other. 

■ I have not enquired fo far back, as to know the 
Original of this Rover, but 1 believe he and his 
pang, were fome Privateer’s Men belonging to the 
{fland of ’Jamaica , in the preceeding War-, his Story 
ls . but ftiort, for his Reign was fo ; an End ha- 
Vln g been put to his Adventures in good Time, 
' v hen he was growing ftrong and formidable. We 
Aud him Commander of a Pyrate Sloop of eight 
Cuns, and 80 Men, in the Month of September , 1716, 
oruifing off Jamaica , Cuba , &c. about which Time 
•bo took the Berkley Galley, Captain Saunders , and 
plundered him of ioool. in Money, and after- 
wards met with a Sloop call’d the King Solomon , from 
whom he took fome Money, and Provifions, befides 
Coods, to a good Value. 

They proceeded after this to the Port of Cavena , at 
the Ifland of Cuba , and in their Way took two Sloops, 
which they plundered, and let go and off the 
Port fell in with a fine Galley, with 20 Guns, 

E call’d 
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call’d the John and Martha, Captain Wilfon , which 
they attacked under the pyratical Black-Flag, 
and made themfelves Mafters of her. They put 
fome of the Men afliore, and others they detain’d, 
as they had done feveral Times, to encreafe their 
Company j but Captain Martel , charged Captain 
Wilfon , to advile his Owners, that their Ship would 
an liver his Purpofe exaftly, by taking one Deck 
down, ai d as for the Cargo, which confifted chiefly 
of Logwood and Sugar, he would take Care it 
Ihould be carry’d to a good Market. 

Having fitted up the aforefaid Ship, as they de- 
fign’d, they mounted her with 22 Guns, 100 Men, 
and lefc 25 Hands in the Sloop, and fo proceeded 
to Cruize olF the Leeward Illands, where they met 
with but too much Succefs. After the taking of 
a Sloop and a Brigantine, they gave Chafe to a 
ftout Ship, which they came up’ with, and, at Sight 
of the Py rate’s Flag, Ihe ftruck to the Robbers, ■ 
being a Ship of 20 Guns, call’d the Dolphin, bound 
for Newfoundland. Captain Martel made the Men 
Prifoners, and carry’d the Ship with him. 

The middle of December the Pyrates took ano- 
ther Galley in her Voyage home from Jamaica, call’d 
the Kent , Captain Lawton, and fhifted her Provi- 
fions aboard their own Ship, and let her go, which 
obliged her to Sail back to Jamaica for a Supply for 
her Voyage. After this they met with a fmall Ship 
and a Sloop, belonging to Barbadocs, out of both 
they took Provifions, and then parted with them, 
having firft taken out fome of their Hands, who 
were willing to be forced to go along with them. 
i he Greyhound Galley of London, Captain Evans , from 
Gainey to Jamaica, was the next that had the Mis- 
fortune to fall in their Way, wh : ch they did not 
detain iong, for as loon as they could get out all her 
Gold Duft, Elephant’s Teeth, and 40 Slaves, they 
feat her onwards upon her Voyage. 
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They concluded now, -that ’twas high Time to 
get into Harbour and refit, as well as to get Re- 
frefhments themfelves, and wait an Opportunity 
to difpofe of their Cargo \ therefore ’twas refill- 
ed to make the beft of their Way to Santa Crux, 
a fmall Ifland in the Lattitude of 18, 30, N. ten 
Mile long, and two broad, lying South-Eaft of 
Porto Rico, belonging to the French Settlements. 
Here they thought they might lye privately enough 
ft>r fome Time, and fit themfelves for further Mif- 
c hief. They met with a Slpop by the Way, which 
Hey took along with them, and in the Beginning 
the Year : 7 16-17, they arrived at their Port, 
having a Ship of 20 Guns, a Sloop of eight, and 
three Prizes, viz., another Ship of 20 Guns, a Sloop 
°F four Guns, and. another. Sloop laft taken ; with 
this little Fleet, they got into a fmall Harbour, or 
Road, the N. W. Part of the Ifland, and warp’d 
tJp two Creeks, which were made by a lictle Ifland 
tying within the Bay • (I am the more particular 
n ovv, becaufe I fhall take Leave of the Gentlemen, 
this Place.) They had here bare 16 Foot Water, 
the deepeft, and but 13 or 14, at the fhallow- 
and nothing but Rocks and Sands without, 
vyhich fecured them from Wind and Sea, and 
hke wife from any confiderable Force coming a- 
g^inft them. 

When they had all got in, the firft Thing they 
•tad to do, was to Guard themfelves in the belt 
Manner they could ■, they made a Battery of four 
Huns upon the Ifland, and another Battery of, two 
Huns on the NorthPoint of the Road, and warp’d 
3n one of the Sloops with eight Guns, at the Mouth 
?f the Channel, to hinder any Velfels from coming 
3 u ■, when this was done they went to Work on 
Jmeir Ship, unrigging, and unloading, in order to 
Clean, where I fhall leave them a while, till I bring 
Qther Company to ’em. 

Ei In 
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In the Month of November , 1716, General Ha- 
milton, Commander in chief of all the Leeward Car- 
ribee Iflands, fent a Sloop Exprefs to Captain Hume , 
at Barbadoes, Commander of his Majefty's Ship, 
Scarborough, of 30 Guns, and 140 Men, to acquaint 
him, that two Pyrate Sloops of 12 Guns each, 
molefted the Colonies, having plun ered feveraf 
Velfels. The Scarborough had bury’d twenty Men, 
and had near forty Sick, and therefore was but in 
ill State to go to Sea : However, Captain Hume 
left his fick Men behind, and failed to the otner 

1 flands, for a fupply of Men, taking 20 Soldiers 
from Antegoa ; at Nevis , he took 10, and 10 at 
St. Ckriflopbers, and then failed to the Illand of An- 
guilla, where he learned, that fome Time before, 

2 fuch Sloops had been at Spanijh-Toivn, other wife 
called, one of the Virgin Iflands : Accordingly, the 
next Day, the Scarborough came to Spanijh-Torvn, but 
could hear no News of the Sloops, only, that they 
had been there about Chriftmas, (it being then the 
1 5th of January.') 

Captain Hume , finding no Account could be had of 
thele Py rates, defigned to go back, the next Day, 
to Barbadoes ; but, it happened, that Night, that 
a Boat anchor’d there from Santa Crux, and infor- 
med him, that he law a Pyrate Ship of 22 or 24 
Guns, with other Velfels, going in to the North 
Weft Part of the Illand aforefaid. The Scarborough 
weigh’d immediately, and the next Morning came 
in Sight of the Rovers, and their Prizes, and flood 
to them, but the Pilot refufed to venture in with 
the Ship ; all the while the Pyrates fir’d red hot 
Bullets from the Shore. At length, the Ship came 
to an Anchor, along Side the Reef, near the Chan- 
nel, and cannonaded for leveral Hours, both the 
Velfels and Batteries : About four in the After- 
noon, the Sloop that guarded the Channel, was 
funk by the Shot of t% Man of War • then fhe 

canno- 
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cannonaded the Pyrate Ship of 22 Guns, that lay 
behind the Bland. The next Night, viz., the t 8th, 
3t falling Calm, Captain Hume weigh’d, fearing he 
r^ight fall on the Reef, ana lo flood olf and on for 
a Day or two, to block them up. On the 20th, 
3n the Evening, they oblerved the Man of War to 
hand off to Sea, and took the Opportunity to 
Xv;>r p out, in order to flip away from the Illand; 
but at Twelve o’Clock they run a-ground, and 
then feeing the Scarborough about, Handing in again, 
as their Cafe was defperate, fo they were put into 
the utmoft Coufufton ; they quitted their Ship, and 
hit her on Fire, with 20 Negroes in her, who 
tvere all burnt ; 1 9 of the Pyrates made their 
E-fcape in a fmall Sloop, but the Captain and the 
reft, with 20 Negroes, betook to the Woods, 
tvhere ’twas probable they might fiarve, for we 
never heard what became of ’em afterwards : _ Cap- 
tain Hume releafed the Prifoners, with the Ship and 
Sloop that remained, and then went after the two 
gyrate Sloops firft mentioned. 
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O F 

Captain TEACH ; 

alias Black-beard. 

Dward Teach was a Brlfiol Man born, but had 
>nie,J iome lime out of Jamaica in Priva- 
teers, m the late £W> War • vet tho’ he 
h,d „fc„ diftinguiihed hWelf for S,^ m “ 

Boldnefs and perfona! Courage, he was never raifed 
o a ;1 y Command, till he went a-py rating, which 
I think was at the latter End of the Year I7l5 
when Captain Benjamin Hormgold put him into a 
Sloop that he had made Prize of, and with whom 
he con t mred in Confortfhip till a little while before 
Horn: gold uirrendered. 

• I ?/r h -, S i > c nS ° f tIlS Year T 7 I 7) Teach and Her- 
nuclei failed n om Providence , for the Main of America 

and took in their Way a Billop from the Havana, 
wrnxi 120 Barrels of Flower, as alfo a Sloop from 
Bermuda Thurbar Matter, froln whom they took only 
fome Gallons of Wine, and then' let him go i and 
a Ship from Madera to South-Carollna , out of which 
they got Plunder to a confiderable Value 
After cleaning on the Coafr of Virginia, they re- 
turned to the. We fi -Indies, and in the Latitude of 
24, made Fuze of a large French Giiiney Man, 

bound 
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bound to Martlnlco, which by Hornlgold' s Confent, 
Tc ac h went aboard of as Captain, and [took a .Cruwe 
in her Hornlgold returned with his Sloop 
de.ee, where, at the Arrival oECaptain *gw .the 

Governor, he furrendered to Mercy, p 1Ll 

the King’s Proclamation. . , , _ 

Aboard of this Guiney Man Teach counted ^40 
Guns, and named her the Queen Ann s e f V 
c railing near the Ifland of St. fincem, took a large 

Ship, called the Great Allen, Ch ff er JZtt ^V 
tnander • the Pyrates plundered her of wkit th y 
though fit, put all the Men aihore upon the Wand 
above mentioned, and then fet Fire to the Ship. 

A few Days after, Teach teU «n with -the 
borough Man of War, of 30 
him for fome Hours •, but flie finding - ‘ 

well rnann’d, and having tried her hrength g 
over the Engagement, and returned to Barbadoes, 
the ru«0f £? s”tiA, and 'Teach failed towards 
the SpanifJ) America. 

In his, Way he met with aPyta e h , a 
Guns, commanded by one Major om > a 
Gentleman of good Reputation and Efta te m the 
Ifland of Barbadoes , whom he joyne , , • 

Days alter, Te.ch, fading that to** "»* ' S 

of a maritime Life, with the Confent 
Men, put in another Captain, one ™ 

Command Bonnet's Sloop, and too c 1 ‘ , 

aboard his own Ship, telling him, ua a . " , 

been ufed- to the Fatigues and Care of fuch a Poft, it would 
be better for him to decline it, and live eafy and “ th '.™ a 
fare, in fuch a Ship as his, where he fhould not be obliged to 

perform Duty, but follow his own Inc \[ m f on f c it,,, 
ten Leagues tort. of the Bay of 
d uras, the Pyrates took in frefli Wa e , < . 

they were at an Anchor ff/ e s loop called 
coming in, whereupon, out t ? 0 mee t 
the Rcveme , flipped his Cable, a 
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ftr^kts Z\£ ei S m ?l b '” k Fhg homed, 
reach the Commadore. She wascaHeH^ 6 ' S f ern of 
from Jamaica, David Harriet Matter Kt *!' 
him and his Men aboard the . They t0 °k 

a Number of other Hands with rr L' 5 ’ and fent 
her of Tench’s Ship, to Man thiV^ ^ M; i- 
tical Account. P • ' the sJoo P the pyra- 

The 9th of April, they weighed from r vr 
havmg am there about a Week and fin 
Bay, where they found a Shin i ? ed to the 
three of the latter belonged to I, ■ ylqo P s ’ 

Jamaica, and the other to Captain 7!^ of 

was of Bolton, called rh° a ^ rnes '■> e Ship 

Commander. TWk hoiftedTis BfSk Co?^ 

Boat. Teach’s ^arteVSaftef S ? in their 

Crew, took F otfejfion of friar's Shfo h ' S 

fee u red all the Sloops ore of , i! P, i , d Rtchard * 
out of fpieht to Z’n t lch the y burnt 

/-r they "alfo bu r t J??* 1 ^ <*- 

her, becaufe f lie belonged \o xa ml , plundered 
Men had been hanged for Pvrf^ ,ome 

Sloops belonging to Bernard they let’go " 

to rSSf in Y? and the » 

Leagues to the Weft ward of i,bt ? 4t: th,rt T 

took a fmall Turtler, and fo to th IVlv^ ^ 
from thence to the Bahama Wrecks ^ 

Bahama Wrecks, they failed to r ’ /• d ‘ r y™ tJie 
Brigantine and two Lops 1 th?Tuf 5 ta L g a 
they lay off the Bar 0 frt! / m eir _W« a y, lv here 

srjs&r, ' iere *’ 

' vi * s s&s 

next Day they took another Vefftl tbe 

*>* wo zf 

Town • 
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Town *, likewife a Brigantine with 14 Negroes a- 
board-, all which being done in the Face of the 
Town, ftruck a great Terror to the whole Pro- 
vince of Carolina , having juft before been vifited 
by Dane, another notorious Pyrate , that they 
abandoned themfelves to Difpair, being in no 
Condition to refill: their Force. They were 
oight Sail in the Harbour, ready for the Sea, 
but none dared to venture out, it being almofl: 
impolfible to efcape their Hands. The inward 
bound Veflels were under the fame u happy Di- 
lemma, fo that the Trade of this Place was to- 
tally interrupted : What made thefe Misfortunes 
heavier to them, was a long expenfive War, the 
Colony had had with the Natives, which was but 
juft ended when thefe Robbers infefted them. 

Teach detained all the Ships and Frilhners, 
a nd, being in want of Medicines, refolves to de- 
toand a Cheft from the Government of the Pro- 
vince accordingly Richards, the Captain of the Re- 
"vengc Sloop, with two or three more Py rates, were 
fent up along with Mr. Marks, one of the Prifoners, 
whom they had taken in Clark * s Ship, and very in- 
dolently made their Demands, threatning, that if 
they did not fend immediately the Cheftof Medi- 
c nes , and let the Pyrate-AmbafFidors return, 
without offering any Violence to their Perfons, 
they would murder all their Prifoners, fend up 
their Heads to the Governor, and let the Ships 
they had taken on Fire. 

Whilft Mr. Marks was making Application to the 
Council, Richards, and the reft of the Py rates, 
walk’d the Streets publickly, in the Sight of all 
People, who were fired with the utmoft Indigna- 
tion, looking upon them as Robbers and Mur- 
therers, and particularly the Authors of their 
Wrongs and Oppreifions, but durft not fo much 
as think of executing their Revenge, for fear 
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and kfo 11 Tn01e r CaIamities u P°n themfelves 
and lo they were forced to Jet the Villains n 2 

with Impunity. The Government were no t lone 

m-eSftTffro S t U S n i ^ tho ’ ’ twas thl 

g. eaten Affiont that could have been nut unnn 
them, yet for the having fo many Mens S 
(among them, Mr. Samuel IVragg, one of the 
Counc.l,) they comply ’ d with the Neceffity 
and fent aboard a Cheft, valued at between and 

Ships. 2 yniteS Weat back fafe *> their 

Blartbeard, (for fo Teach was generally called as 

lMf fire ' ftei ^ ew) aS ^ 00n as he had received 
the Medicines and tus Brother Rogues, let go the 

Ships and the Pnfoners , having fir ft taken out of 
t.iem in Gold and Silver, about 1500/. Sterling 
befides Provifions and other Matters. 

From the Bar fCharles-Tovon , they failed to North- 
Captain Teach in the Ship, which they 
called die Man of War, Captain Richards and Cap- 
tain Hands m the Sloops, which they termed Pri- 
vateers, and another Sloop ferving them as a Tender 
Teach began now to think of breaking up the 
Company, and fecuring the Money and the beft 
o. the Effects for himfelf, and fome others of his 
Companions he had moft Friendfhip for, and to 
cheat the reft : Accordingly, on Pretence of run- 
'mng into Topfail Inlet to clean, he grounded his 
SJnp, and then as. if it had been done undefign- 
ed!y, and by Accident, he orders Hands' s Sloop 
to come to h.s Affiftance, and get him off again, 
which he endeavouring to do, ran the Sloop on 
Shoie near the other, and fo were both loft. 
This done, Teach goes into the Tender Sloop, 
with forty Hands, and leaves the Revenue there ■ 
then takes feventeen others and Marroons them 
upon a final 1 fandy Iftand, about a League from 
the Main, where there was neither Bird, Beaft 
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or Herb for their Subfiftance, and where they muft 
have perilhed if Major Bonnet had not two Days 
after taken them off. . 

Teach goes up to the Governor of North-Carolina . , 
with about twenty of his Men, furrender to his 
Majefty’s Proclamation, and receive Certificates 
thereof, from his Excellency , but it did not ap- 
pear that their fubmitting to this Pardon was from 
any Re r ormation of Manners, but only to wait a 
ttiore favourable Opportunity to play the fame 
Game over again , which he loon alter effected, 
with greater Security to himfelf, and with much 
Better Prol'peft: of Succefs, having in this Time cul- 
tivated a very good underftanding with Charles Eden , 
Efq, the Governor above mentioned. 

The flrft Piece of Service this kind Governor 
did to Black-Board , was, to give him a Right to 
the Veffel which he had taken, when he was a 
Pyrating in the' great Ship called the Queen Anri's 
Revenge , for which purpofe, a Court of Vice- Admi- 
ralty was held at Bath-Town , and, tho’ Teach had 
never any CommiJIion in his Life, and the Sloop 
Belonging to the Englijh Merchants, and taken in 
Time of Peace , yet was fire condemned as a Prize 
taken from the Spaniards , by the faid Teach. Thefe 
Proceedings flrew that Governors are but Men. 

Before he failed upon his Adventures, he mar- 
ty’d a young Creature of about fixteen Years of 
Age, the Governor performing the Ceremony.. As 
it is a Cuftom to marry here by a Prieft, fo it is 
there by a Magiftrate , and this, I have been in- 
formed, made Teach’ s fourteenth Wife, whereof, 
about a dozen might be ftill living. His Beha- 
viour in this State, was fomething extraordinary -, 
for while his Sloop lay in Okerecock Inlet, and lie 
alhore at a Plantation, where his Wife lived, with 
whom after he had lain all Night, it was his Cu- 
ftom to invite five or fix of his brutal Compani- 
on 
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ons to come alhore, and he would force her to 

^he^ lft o £hemaII)0neafiera ^ 

ExpediSn,' 7 ^ ZZisB^J 

das- h e met with two or three EM Veffels ?„ 
his U ay but robbed them only of Provifions 
Stores and other Neceflaries, for his prefen” Ex 
pence; but near the Ifland aforementioned he fell 
m w:th two French Ships, one of them was loader! 
with Sugar and Cocoa, and the other light both 
bound to Marnmco ;. the Ship that had no Lading 
of ■ g0 ’ f? d Pitting all the Men of the loaded 

Ship aboard her, he brought home the other with 

^ j 9 arg0 t0 Nortb-Carolirm, where the Governor 
and the Pyrates lhared the Plunder. ° 

When Teach and his Prize arrived, he and four 

fidavi? ZT his , Ex v Cellenc y, and made Af- 
hdav!t, that they found the French Ship at Sea 

without a Soul on Board her; and then a Court 

was called, and the Ship condemned : The Gover 

nor had fixty Hogfteads of Sugar for his Dividend" 

mid one Mr. Knight t who was his Secretary and 
Colleftor .or the Province, twenty, and the reft was 
fhaied among the other Pyrates. 

m J lie , Buf i ne . f s was not yet done, the Ship re- 

zziziz ; mish i 

tWl,t r ’of n a ffi" the R °?“ ery 

upon a Pretence thafteVa" lS^'andfSt^l 
might fink, and fo flop up the Mouth of the Inlet 
or Cove where fhe lay, he obtained an Order 
from the Governor, to bring her out into the 
Rrver, and fet her on Fire, which was accor- 
dmgly executed and fire was burnt down to the 
Water’s Edge, her Bottom funk, and with k, 

their 
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the'r Fears of her ever riling in Judgment againft 
them. 

Captain Teach , alias Black-beard, palled three or 
four Months in the River, fometimes lying at An- 
chor in the Coves, at other Times lading from one 
Inlet to another, trading with luch Sloops as he 
met, for the Plunder he had taken, and would of- 
ten give them Prefents for Stores and Provifions 
took from them ; that is, when he happened to be 
in a giving Humour ; at other Times he made bold 
with them, and took what he liked,, without fay- 
ing, by your Leave , knowing well, they dared not 
fend him a Bill for the Payment. He often di- 
verted himfelf with going alhore among the Plan- 
ters, where he revelled Night and Day : By tliele 
Re was well received, but whether out of Love 
or Fear, I cannot fay ; fometimes he ufed them cour- 
teoufly 'enough, and made them Prefents of Rum 
and Sugar, in Recompence of what he took from 
them; but, as for Liberties (which ’tis laid), he 
find his Companions often took with the Wives 
and Daughters of tfm Planters, 1 cannot take 
Upon me to fay, whether he paid them ad V alorem , 
or no. At other Times he carried it in a lordly 
Manner towards them, and would lay lome of them 
under Contribution ; nay, he often proceeded to 
bully the Governor, not, that I can difcover the 
leaft Caufe of Quarrel betwixt them, butitfeemed 
only to be done, to Ihew he dared do it. 

The Sloops trading up and down this River, 
being fo frequently pillaged by Black-beard, con- 
fulted with the Traders, and fome of the belt of the 
Planters, what Courfe to take ; they faw plainly 
it would be in vain to make any Application to 
the Governor of North-Carolina , to whom it pro- 
perly belonged to find fome Redrefs ; fo that if 
they could not be relieved from fome other Quar- 
ter 
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ter, Black-beard would h a Kir a ^ f 

mty, therefore, with as much q feign Wlt ^ fm P u ‘ 
they fent a Deputation to ^ - ^7 as P oiG bl ^ 
before the Go^ernoTo' thu^ofo t0j ^ theAff ^ 
an armed Force from the Men of ^ i ? hciC 

to take or deftroy this Pyrate f ^ yi ” S there > 

This Governor confulted "wii-Ti ^ 
the two Men of War • , 1 tb( ~ Captains of 

whohadlainmSt. WPsrTJ ±Q J earl and Lime, 

It was agreed that r r> a ^ Qut ten Months, 
a couple of fmall sL™ Go J er fi or ft <» dd hire 

fliould Mai. dim S’, a ” d the T” War 

and the Command’of them iill™ ^ S 7 done ’ 

Maynard, firft Lieutenant of die Vi ^ 
rienced Officer and a r^nt-r U / Mr/ ’ an ex pe- 
and Refolution as aGe f le ™n°f great Bravery 

haviour in this Expedition PP The 81^ Be_ 
maim’d and furniffied with Amt M ps ware wcU 

A™, buthad„„G„imV t V“ mt,0,Ia,ld 

to any Perfon or Perfons, * 2 'v? V 
that Tm.e, ftould tahe or deft™ ± pill* 
original Proclamation beina in Lr w f e '- T ^ e 
follows. b 111 0ur Hand s, is as 
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By his Majefty’s Lieutenant Governor, and 
Commander in Chief, of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia , 

A PROCLAMATION, 

Ttiblifhmg the Rewards given for apprehending, 
or killing, Pyrates. 

W Hcreas, by an Ait of Afmbly, made at a 
SeJJion of Affembly, begun at the Capital in Wil- 
1 Emsburgh, the eleventh Day of November, in the 
fifth Tear of his Majefly's Reign, entituled, An A& to en- 
courage the apprehending ar.ddeftroying of Pyrates: 
L Is, amonqft other Things enabled, that all and every Per- 
f°n, or Perfons, who, from and after the fourteenth Day of 
■November, in the Tear of oiir Lord one thoufand /even 
hundred and eighteen, and before the fourteenth Day of 
-November, which fall be in the Tear of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen, jhall t ate any Pyrate, 
°r Pyrates , on the Sea or Land, or in Cafe of Reft fiance, 
finll hill any fuch Pyrate, or Pyrates, between the Degrees 
°f thirty four, and thirty nine, of Northern Latitude, and 
within one hundred Leagues of the Continent of Virgi- 
nia, or within the Provinces of Virginia, or North- 
Carolina, upon the Convibiion, or making due Proof of 
the killing of all , and every fuch Pyrate , and Pyrates, 
before the Governor and Council, fall be entitled to have , 
nnd receive out of the publick Money, in the Hands of 
the Treafurer of this Colony , the fever al Rewards follow - 
ivg that is to fay, for Edward Teach, commonly ^ 
call'd Captain Teach, or Black-Beard, one hundred 
Pounds, for every other Commander of a Pyrate Shy, 
Sloop , or Kcffel, forty Pounds for every Lieutenant , Ma- 
fi er j »r Quarter-Mafier, Boatfwain, or Carpenter, twen- 
ty Pounds ■, for every other inferior Officer, fifteen Pounds, 
*nd for every private Mm* taken on Board fuch Ship, 
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t'f a L d > in W Pl^e whoever, the like L ™! 
fl :a be paid according to the Ouatitv J n xv , ar ^ s 
°ff«ch Tyrates. WhefeTre C<Jndttion 

all fuch Per font as fall he willing to ferve^hUMT P° f 
and thesr Country, in f 0 juB anhoJuJuaJ^^ 
taking, as the fuppreffing a Sort of P, „/ 7 Under * 

truly called Enemies J Mankind Eh’ "f* T y he 
rtith the Advice and ConfZ jL M^ ^ ** 
to ijfue this Proclamation hereby derlT * 9™?!’ 

Rewards pall he punctually and rufllv J'P • ^ 

Money of Virginia , y ? a ‘d, m current 

pa J. S i ll 17 ” E’ D,r,mni "f '<« 

r», „ k fff r 'T 

t ive County- Houfes and by all Miners an d Reat^ 

Given at our Council-Chamber at Williams - 
burgh, this 24 th Day o-' November, i 7I g 

rZ£? th Year ° f his Majefty’s ReiJn * 

COD SAVE THE KING. S 

A. SPOTSWOOD. 

ia.Tdfrom^-^ Nmemhcr > T 7i8, the Lieutenant 
and m >»>" Ki '« ill' r, ri m«, 

<*£* t.S:s ““ t0 „? S"' h 

Accost f rom them all,of the Place where thep/rare 
imkmg ; but notmthfianding t h; s Camion, 

Black* 
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Black-beard had Information of the Defign, from 
“is Excellency of the Province ; and his Secretary, 
hir. Knight, wrote him a Letter, particularly con- 
cerning it, intimating, That he had fent him four of his 
A fen, which were all he could meet with, in or about Town, 
and f 0 bid him be upon his Guard. Thele Men belonged 
*° Black-beard, and were fent from Bath-Town to 
y kere cock Inlet, where the Sloop lay, which is about 
20 Leagues. 

Black-beard had heard feveral Reports, which hap- . 
Pfned not to be true, and lo gave the lefs Cre- 
at to this, nor was he convinced till he lluv the 
mops : Whereupon he put his VefTel in a Pofture 
°i Defence ; he had no more than twenty five Men 
~ u Board, tho’ he gave out to all the Velfels he 
Poke with, that he had 40. When he had pre- 
pared for Battle, he let down and Ipent the Night 
111 drinking with the Mailer of a trading Sloop, 
M10, ’twas thought, had more Bulinefs with Teach, 
than he Ihould have had. 

Lieutenant Maynard c ame to an Anchor, for the 
Place being Ihoal, and the Channel intricate, there 
Xy as no getting in, where Teach lay, that Night $ 
3 ^ in the Morning he weighed, and fent h>s 
. °at a-head of the Sloops to found ; and com- 
ing within Gun-Shot of the Pyrare, received his 
j lre V whereupon Maynard hoifted the King’s Co- 
°'Jts, and Hood direftly towards him, with the 
eft Way that his Sails and Oars could made. Black- 
e ard' cut his Cable, and endeavoured to make a 
{^nning Fight, keeping a continual Fire at his 
nemies, with his Guns - Mr. Maynard not having 
* n V, kept a conllant Fire with fmall Arms, while 
onie ol his Men laboured at their Oars. In a little 
Jnae TeacPs Sloop ran a-ground, and Mr. May- 
drawing more Water than that of the Pyrate, 

1 e could not come near him fo he anchored within 
Gun-Shot of the Enemy, and, in order to 
F ' lighten 
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lighter 1 his Velfel, that he might run him aboard, 
the Lieutenant ordered all his Ballaft to be thrown 
over-board and all the Water to be ftaved, and 
then weigh’d and flood for him • upon which Black - 
"i,“ lld him m this rude Manner, Damn you 
for Viliams, , who are you ? And, from whence came you? 
The Lieutenant made him Anfwer, You may fee by 
our Colours we are no Pyrates. Black-beard bid him 
• fend his Boat on Board, that he might fee who he 
■ was; but Mr. Maynard reply’d thus; I cannot [pare 
my Boat, but I will come aboard of y ou as foon as Jean, 
With my Sloop. Upon this, B ack-beard took a Glafs 
ot Liquor, and drank to him with thefe Words: 
Damnation feiz.e my Soul If / give you Quarters, or take any 
from you. In Anfwer to which, Mr. Maynard told 

, ’ That he expePled no Quarters from him , nor [hould 

he give him any. 

By this time Black-beard's Sloop fleeted, as Mr. 
Maynard's Sloops were rowing towards him, which 
bemg not above a Foot high in the Wafte, and con- 
lequently the Men all expofed, as they came near 
together, (there being hitherto little' or no Exe- 
cution done, on either Side,) the Pyrate fired a 
Broadfide, charged with all Manner of finall Shot. 
f. “ ^ fatal Stroke to them ! The Sloop the 
Lieutenant was in, having twenty Men killed 
and wounded, and the other Sloop nine , This 
could not be help’d, for there being no Wind, they 
were oblig’d to keep to their Oars, otherwile 
the Pyrate would have got away from him, which, 
it leems, the Lieutenant was refolute to nre- 
vent. ‘ x 

c ,^ ter unluck y Blow, Black-beard's Sloop 
fell Broadfide to the Shore ; Mr. Maynard's other 
^loop, which was called the Ranger , fell a-ftern, 
being, for the prefent, difabled ; lb the Lieutenant 
finding his own Sloop had Way, and would foon 
be on Board of Teach, he ordered all his Men 

down. 
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down, for fear of ainother Broadfide, which muft 
have been their DeftrutMon, and che lofs of their 
■Expedition. Mr. Maynard was the oiily Perfon 
that kept the Deck, except the Man at the Helm, 
^hom he direfted to lye down fnug, and the Men 
the Hold were ordered to get their Piftols and 
their Swords ready for dole fighting, and to 
c ome up at his Command ; in order -to which, 
two Ladders were placed in the Hatch- Way 
tor the more Expedition. When the Lieutenant’s 
Sloop boarded the other. Captain Teach's Men 
threw in feveral new fafhioned fort of Grenadoes, 
Cafe Bottles fill'd with Powder, and l'mall 
hhot. Slugs, and Pieces of Lead or Iron, with a 
^uick Match in the Mouth of it, which being 
hghted without Side, prefently runs into the Bot- 
tto to the Powder, and as it is inftantly thrown 
° n Board, generally does great Execution, befides 
Potting all the Crew into a Confufion ; but by 
good Providence, they had not that Effect here ; 
the Men being in the Hold, and Black-beard feeing 
few or no Hands aboard, told his Men, That they 
tVfre all knock'd on the Head , except three or four ; and 
therefore, fays he, let's jump on Board, and cut them to 
Pieces. 

k ^hereupon, under the Smoak of One of the 
Bottles juft mentioned, Black-beard enters with 
fourteen Men, over the Bows of Maynard's Sloop, 
Und were not feen by him till the Air cleared ; 
however, he juft then gave a Signal to his Men, 
^ho all rofe in an Inftant, and attack’d the Pyrates 
f'hth as much Bravery as ever was done upon fuch 
Occafion : Black-beard and the Lieutenant fired 
hefirftpiftol at each other, by which the Pyrate 
Received a Wound, and then engaged with Swords, 
fhl the Lieutenant’s unluckily broke, and ftepping 
., ac k to cock a Piftol, Black-beard, with his Cut- 
afh, was ftriking at that Inftant, that one of Mayy 

F 2 hard's 
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W’s Men gave him a terrible Wound in the Neck 
and 1 hroa't, by which the Lieutenant came off 
with a finall Cut over his Fingers. 

They were now clolely and warmly engaged 
the Lieutenant and twelve Men, againft Black- 
fcWand fourteen, till the Sea was tinttur’d with 
Blood round the Veffel ^ Black-beard received a Shot 
into his Body from the Piftol that Lieutenant 
Wdrfcharg’d, yet he flood his Ground, and fought 
with great Fury, till he received five and twenty 
Wounds, and five of them by Shot. At length 
as he was cocking another Piftol, having fired fe- 
vera! before, he fell down dead- by which Time 
eight more out of the fourteen dropp’d, and all the 
leit, much wounded, jump’d over-board, and call’d 
out for Quarters, which was granted, tho’ it was ' 
only prolonging their Lives for a few Days. The 
Sloop fanger came up, and attack’d the Men that 
remain d in Black-beard’s Sloop, with equal Bra- 
very, till they likewife cry’d for Quarters. 

Here was an End of that couragious Brute, who 
might have pafs’d in the World for a Heroe had 
he been employ’d in a good Caufe • his Deftruffion, 
which vyas of fuch Confequence to the Plantations, 
was entirely owing to the Conduft and Bravery 
f Lieutenant Maynard and his Men, who might 
have deftroy d him with much lefs Lofs, had they 
J iad a Veffel with great Guns • but they were 
obliged to- ufe fmall Yeffels, becaufe the Holes 
and i laces he lurk’d in, would not admit of others 
cv greater Draught j audit was no fmall Difficulty 
lor this Gentleman to get to him, having groun- 
ded his VeiTel, at leafl, a hundred times, in get- 
ting up the River, befides other Difcouragements, 
enough to have turn’d back any Gentleman with- 
out Dishonour, who was lefs relblute and bold than 

S-rJ !t * , The Ftoadfide that did fo much 
Mifcluef before they boarded, in all Probabiliy fa- 
yed 






■ 
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v ed the reft from Deftru&ion •, for before that 
Teach had little or no Hopes of efcaping, and 
therefore had pofted a refolute Fellow, a Kegroe, 
whom he had bred up, with a lighted Match, in 
the Powder-Room, with Commands to blow up, 
when he ihould give him Orders, which was as loon 
as the Lieutenant and his Men could have en- 
tered, that fo he might have deftroy’d his Conque- 
sts : and when the Negro found how it went 
With Black-beard , he could hardly be perfwaded 
from the rafh Aftion, by two Priloners that were 
then in the Hold of the Sloop. 

What feems a little odd, is, that fome of thefe 
h*en, who behaved fb bravely againft Black-beard , 
Went afterwards a pyrating themfelves, and one 
them was taken along with Roberts ■, but I 
not find that any of them were provided for, 
e xcept one that was hanged ; but this is a Di- 
Sfeffion. 

The Lieutenant caufed Black-beard’s Head to be 
fevered from his Body, and hung up at the Bolt- 
T’frt End, then he failed to Bath-Town, to get Relief 
l° r his wounded Men. 

fr muft be obferved, that in rummaging the Py- 
le’s Sloop, they found feveral Letters and writ- 
frn Papers, which difcovered the Correfpondence 
betwixt Governor Eden, the Secretary and Col- 
frftojr, and alio fome Traders at Nsw-Tork , and 
^Jack-beard, It is likely he had Regard enough 
?° r his Friends, to have deftroyed thefe Papers 
before the Aftion, in order to hinder them from 
ailing into fuch Hands, where the Difcovery would 
® °f no Ufe, either to the Intereft or Reputation 
thefe fine Gentlemen, if it had not been his 
xed Refolution to have blown up together, when 
ie found no poffibility of efcaping. 

When the Lieutenant came to Bath-Town, he made 
°M to feize in the Governor’s Store-Houfe, the 

F 3 flxtjr. 
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fmy Hoglheads of Sugar, and from honeft Mr. 

c% ’ wer ' £ y ? which it feems was their Dividend 
of the Plunder taken in the French Ship tKSr 

£fe «* 

£ddS tVltZyt*’ &l] fiCk With th « 

After the wounded Men were pretty well rero- 
yer’d, tie Lieutenant faded back* to V Men of 

Heidi, nTl' with Black-Ms 

Sen ? oler^fh” thC B °“- r P rit E “*> 

teen enloners, thirteen of whom were banned 
, C ap f “I’® Try»l, that one of then S 

ta thetStTf’ 1 ! ou =' ° f the «adi„g 

other Jerk that ’ efcaped the"' fallow? 

^ 7 the Maher of Black-beard’s Sloop and 

onerly Captam of the fame, before the*#^ 
Anns Revenge was loft m Toff ail Inlet. ^ 

Fl -2 e f 0 . refa]d Hands happened not to be in the 
Fight but was taken afterwards afhore at Bath- ' 

IT?, T* I 0 ”"'™ 8 before difibled ' br 
Black-heard , in one of his favage Humours after 

the following Manner. One Night drinking in 

r-ib HMdS ’ thC Pilot > and another Man ; 

Black-heard without .any Provocation privately draws 

theiwe Plft ° IS ’ 3nd COcks them under 

tirhdrei^ h bClng perceived by the Man, he 

the P lot and fkeV Up0n Deck > Jeavin S 
.he Pilot, and the Captam together. When the 

!: l *ZKT e £ e * d J’ h Jri !ew out the Candle, and 

Snv ni S tf hl d H rh d ftir n fcharged £hem at his Com- 
f ? y . ’ Hands, the Mafter, was fliot thro’ the Knee, 

and lam d for Life ^ the other Piftol did no Execu- 

. tiofl 
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tdon. • — — . Being asked the meaning of this, he 
°'hy anfwered, by damning them, that if he did not 
} f nv and then kill one of them, they would forget who 
he war 


Hands being taken, was try'd and condemned, 
hut juft- as ft e was a ft 0 ut to be executed, a Ship 
Strives at Virginia with a Proclamation for pro- 
ofing the Time of his Majefty’s Pardon, to 
Inch of the Pyrates as fhould iurrender by a limi- 
ted Time therein exprelfed : Notwithftanding the 
Sentence, Hands pleaded the Pardon, and was al- 
lowed the Benefit of it, and is alive at this Time in 
■London, begging his Bread. 

Now that we have given fome Account of Teach’ s 
J-dfe and Actions, it will not be amifs, that we 
Ipeak of his Beard, fince it did not a little contri- 
bute towards making his Name foteriible in thole 

Parts. 

Plutarch, and other grave Hiftorians have taken 
Notice, that feveral great Men amongft the Ro- 
mans, took their Sir-Names from certain odd Marks 
511 their Countenances ^ as Cicero , from a Mark or 
Tetch on his Nofe ; fo our Heroe, Captain Teach, 
aifumed the Cognomen of Black-beard, from that 
large Quantity of Hair, which, like a frightful Me- 
*- e °r, covered his whole Face, and frightened Ame- 
rica more than any Comet that has appeared there 
a long Time. 

This Beard was black, which he fuffered to grow 
°F an extravagant Length \ as to Breadth, it came 
up to his Eyes he was accuftomed to twift it with 
Ribbons, in final) Tails, after the Manner of our 
Raniilies Wiggs, and turn them about his Ears : In 
Time of A ft ton, he wore a Sling over his Shoul- 
der s, with three brace of Piftols, hanging in Hol- 
ers like Bandaliers \ and ftuck lighted Matches 
‘under his Hat, which appearing on each Side of 
nis Face, his Eyes__ naturally looking fierce and 

F 4; wild. 
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wild,, made him altogether fuch a Figure that 
Imaginatio’i cannot form an Idea of a Fury* from 

Fiell, to look more frightful. y ’ nom 

If he had the look of a Fury, his Humours and 
Paffions were fuitable to it • we lint I * 

will appear, to what a Pitch of Wickednefthn 
man Nature may arrive if it’s 5 bu ~ 

checked y 5 irits Faffi ons are not 

With a kind of Envy amongft them, as a Perfo/of 

entitled -? al ! antry ’ and is thereby 

entitled to be diftmguilhed by feme Poll and if 

f M,„ haS * ? Ura ^ * 

° , c man ' The Hero of whom we are W n>;n« 
was thoroughly accompli/hed this Way, and fome 

1^" f Thf:- ° f 7 idce 1 n ^ to extra v^- 

t a a Devi ed U makm B bis Men believe he 
'I a wevil incarnate-; for being ore Dav nt s’p-i 
f** J, ' tte flrflied with artat:l^c^ y fit he’ 
l * Hdl of our own, and try htmhmwe can 

tZ“j ”™-d U .gly he, with two or threl-othe" 

P K Kold ’ “<* d "fir, e up all t g 

Sollhe^'r’ *« 1 ***** that he 

* * - 

Y^C d l t ie if :ifter 0f a Merchant-Man, and ha- 
Ittfck him J8 n nce u 0f the two Stoops coming to 

h L M ’i :i ,i , has been bef °te Obferved; one of 
his Men asked him, ia Cafe any f} - fto ’ M * 

peti to him j» the -Engagement with the Sloop?, 

whether 
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whether his Wife knew where he had buried his 
Money ? Pie anlwered, That no Body but himfelf and 
the Devif knew where it was , and the longeft Liver ftiould 
take all. 

Thole of his Crew who were taken alive, told 
a Story which may appear a little incredible ; 
however, we think it will not be fair to omit if, 
hnce we had it from their own Mouths. That 
°nce upon a Cruize, they found out that they had 
a Man on Board more than their Crew ; fuch a one 
was feen feveral Days amongft them, fometimes 
below, and fometimes upon Deck, yet no Man in 
the Ship could give an Account who he was, or 
Irom whence he came ; but that he difappeared a 
little before they were caft away in their great 
Ship, but, it feems, they verily believed it was 
the Devil. 

One would think thele Things ihould induce 
them to reform their Lives, but to many Repro- 
hates together, encouraged and fpirited one ano- 
ther up in their Wickednefs, to which a conti- 
nual Courfe of drinking did not a little contribute ; 
tor in Black-beard-?, Journal, which was taken, there 
Were feveral Memorandums of the following 
-btoture, found writ with his own Hand. — — 

Sueh a Day , Rum all out : Our Company fomewhat 

Jober : A damn’d Confufton amongft us ! Rogues 

n Totting j —r— — . great Talk of Separation. So Ilook'd 

harp fo r a p r iz.e ; — — fuch a Day took one , with a great 
deal of Liquor on Board , fo kept the Company hot, damned 
- > then all Things went well again. 

.Thus ^ was thefe Wretches paffed their Lives, 
With very little Pleafgre or Satisfaction, in the 
F °fteiIion of what they violently take away from 
°thers, and fure to pay for it at laft, by an ignomi- 
*tous Peath. 
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The Names of the Pyrates killed in the Engage- 
ment, are as follow. 

Edward Teach, Commander. 

Phillip Morton, Gunner. 

Carrat Gibbens , Boatfvvain. 

Owen Roberts, Carpenter. 

Thomas Miller, Quarter-Mafter. 1 
John Hush, 

Jofeph Curtice, 

Jofeph Brooks, (i) 

Hath. Jackfon . 

All the reft except the two Jaft, were wounded and 
afterwards hanged in Virginia. 

<• 1*5*. n » .« 


John Carnes, 
Jofeph Brooks, ( z) 
James Blake, 

John Gills, 

Thomas Gates , 
James White , 
Richard Stiles, 
Cajar , 


Jofeph Philips , 

James Robbins , 

John Martin, 

Edward Salter, 

Stephen Daniel , 

Richard Greenfait. 

Jfrael Hands, pardoned. 
Samuel Odel , acquited. 


_ There were in the Pyrate Sloops, and afhore in a 
Tent, near where the Sloops lay, 25 Hogfheadsof 

, gai i " TeirCes ’ and MS Bags of Cocoa, a Bar- 
rel of Indigo, and a Bale of Cotton ; which, with 
what was taken from the Governor and Secretary 
and the Sale of the Sloop, came to 2500 1 . befides 
the Rewards paid by the Governor of Fir 0 ini a, pur- 
suant to his Proclamation ; all which was divided 
among the Companies of the two Ships, Lime and 
Pearl., that lay in James River the brave Fellows 
that took them coming in for no more than their 
Dividend amongft the reft, and was paid it withiij 
thele three Months. 

CHAP; 
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CHAP. IV. 

O F 

Major Stede Bonnet, 

And his C R E W. 

T H E Major was a Gentleman of good Re- 
putation in the Ifland of Barbadoes, was 
Mafter of a plentiful Fortune, and had 
the Advantage of a liberal Education. He had the 
leaft 1 emptation of any Man to follow fuch aCourfe 
of Life, from the Condition of his Circumftances. 
It was very furprizing to every one, to hear of 
the Major’s Enterprize, in the llland were he 
liv’d ; and as he was generally efteem’d and honour- 
ed, before he broke out into open Afts of Pyracy, 
fo he was afterwards rather pitty’d than condem- 
ned, by thole that were acquainted with him, 
believing that this Humour of going a pyrating, 
proceeded from a Diforder in his Mind, which 
had been but too viftblein him, fome Time before 
this wicked Undertaking ; and which is faid to 
have been occafioned by fome Difcomforts he 
found in a married State; be that as it will, the 
Major was but ill qualify’d for the Bufmefs, as 
not underftanding maritime Affairs. 

However, he fitted out a Sloop with ten Guns 
and 70 Men, entirely at his own Expence, and in 
the Night-Time failed from Barbadoes. He called 
his Sloop the Revenge ; his fifft Cruize was off the 
Capes of Virginia, where he took feveral Ships, 
and plundered them of their Proviftons, Cloaths, 

Money, 
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oney, Ammunition, &c» in particular i-ht* a 
Captain Montgomery, iwm : Clafcow ; thsTurbet from 
*hich for Country fake, after they had 

PvrTre°r Ut d r pi ? nci P al Part °f th* Lading^ the 
ryi ate Crew fee her on Fire- thp fw.™, uie 

Fronf h’ fr ° m i Bri P° l> and t,he from* 

From henee they went to A7^-2V*, and off the 

k-r fj d ° Eon &- I fl^ to ok a Sloop bound for the 

Se MS ?r ^ ft - d - a nd landed 

SoS,fe id ,ur ’ “ d A *£$ 

Some 1 ime after, which was in Au<r u ft 1717 
^ came off the Bar of South-Carolina, and Sok a 
S oop and a Brigantine bound in the Sloop belong- 
ed to Barbadoes , P*W Mafter, laden with 

from^r */ d ?^ r0eS ’ andthe Brigantine came 
Jom A^w Thomas Boner Mafter, whom they 
plundered, and theft difmifs’d *. but they failed away 

oreened h!°h ? ’ “ ? an InleC ™ North-Cantina 
careened by her, and then fet her on Fire. 

After the Sloop had cleaned, they put to Sea 
but came to no Refolution what Courfe to take 
the Crew were divided in their Opinions, fome be’ 
ing ror one Thing, and fome another, fo that nothing 
butConufion feem’d to attend all their Schemes. 

1 he Major was no Sailor as was faid before, and 
therefore had been obliged to yield to many Things 
that were impofed on him, during theirUnderta- 
• S v£ r - Want0 - f a competent Knowledge in mari- 
time A Tors ; at length happening to fall i n Com- 
pany with another Pyrate, one Edward Teach, (who 
f°, ms remarkable black ugly Beard, was more com. 
manly called Black- Beard : ) This Fellow was a good 
Sailor, but a moft cruel hardened Villain, bold and 
daring to the laft Degree, and would not flick at the 
perpetrating the molt abominable Wickednefi ima- 
ginable 
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gi fable •, for which he Was made Chief of that exe- 
crable Gang, that it might be faid that his Poft was 
notmnduly filled, Black-beard being truly the Su- 
perior in Roguery, of all the Company, as has been 
already related. 

To him Bonnet 1 s Crew joined in Confortfhip, and 
Bonnet him felt' was laid afide, notwithftanding the 
Sloop was his own -, he went aboard Black-beard s 
Ship, not concerning himfelf with any of their Af- 
fairs, where he continued till the was loft in Topfail 

Inlet, and one Richards was appointed Captain in his 

Room. The Major now faw his Folly, but could 
not help himfelf, which made him Melancholy ; he 
reflected upon his paft Courfe of Life, and was con- 
founded with Shame, when he thought upon what 
be had done : His Behaviour was taken Notice of 
by the other Pyrates, who liked him never the bet- 
ter for it; and he often declared to fome of them, 
that he would gladly leave off that Way of Living, 
being fully tired of it ; but he fhould be afhamed to 
fee the Face of any English Man again ; therefore if 
be could get to Spain or Portugal , where he might be 
nndifeovered, he would fpend the Remainder of his 
Days in either of thofe Countries, otherwife he 
nauft continue with them as long as he lived. 

When Black-beard loft his Ship at Topfail Inlet, 
and furrendered to the King’s Proclamation, Bon- 
net reaffirmed the Command of his own Sloop, 
Revenge, goes dire&ly away to Bath-Town in N°rth- 
Carolina, furrenders likewife to the King’s Par- 
don, and receives a Certificate. The War was now 
broke out between the Tripple Allies and Spain ; io 
Major Bonnet gets a Clearence for his Sloop at North- 
f-aroHna, to go to the lfland of St. Thomas , with a De- 
ft gn (at leaft it was pretended fo) to get the Empe- 
ror’s CommiJIion, to go a Privateering upon the Spa- 
niards. When Bonnet came back to Topfail Inlet, he 
found that Teach and his Gang were gone, and that 
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zzxs 'd 

Subfiftance, or the leKroS* °f 5 7 ’ withouC 

SSffifK^SaSS 

Truth of the Matter, which the poor Wretches 
feeing made a fignal to them, and they wereTn 
brought on Board Gram’s Sloop. 

Major Bonnet told all his Company that 
would take a Commiffion to go again/the 

tlYcls 2T)H c J ® ^ Liiv optffJi— 

ther’efore if they would gowftThim, d 

as the C S?n e ’ whereu P° n the y all confented, bit 

SS^Ttts&Sr 

i i n- him a mortal Hatred for fome Infults 

JjJf Moiith of July, thefe Adventurers came 
of S® ^ pes > and meeting with a Pink with a Stock 
of Provifions on Board, which they happened to 

be 
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be in Want of, they took out of her ten or twelve 
Barrels of Pork, and about 400 Weight of Bread j 
but becaufe they would not have this fet down, 
to the Account of Pyracy, they gave them. eight 
or ten Casks of Rice, and an old Cable, in lieu 
thereof. 

Two Days afterwards they chafed a Sloop of 
iixty Ton, and took her two Leagues off of Cape 
Tienry • they were fo happy here as to get a Supply 
°f Liquor to their Viflruals, for they brought from 
her two Hogfheads of Rum, and as many of Mo- 
loifes, which, it feems, they had need of, tho’ they 
had not ready Money to purchafe them : What Se- 
curity they intended to give, I can’t tell, but Bonnet 
font eight Men to take Care of the Prize Sloop, 
'vho, perhaps, not caring to make Ufe of thole 
Uccuftom’d Freedoms, took the nrft Opportunity 
to go off with her, and Bonnet (who was pleafed 
to have himfelf called Captain Thomas, } law them 
no more. . 

After this, the Major threw off all Reftraint, 
®nd though he had juft before received his Ma- 
jeliy’s Mercy, in the Name of Stede Bonnet , he le- 
laps’d ill good Earneft into his old Vocation, by 
the Name of Captain Thomas, and recommenced 
£ down-right Pyrate, by taking and plundering 
all the Veffel's he met with : He took off Cape 
Henry, two Ships from Virginia, bound to Glafcoxo, 
°ut of which they had very little befides an hun- 
dred Weight of Tobacco. The next Day they 
took a fmall Sloop bound from Virginia to Bermu- 
das, which fupply’d them with twenty Barrels of 
Pork, fome Bacon, and they gave her in return, two 
Barrels of Rice, and a Hogfhead of Moloffus } out 
°f this Sloop two Men enter’d voluntarily. The 
next they took was another Virginia Man, bound to 
Glafcovo, out of which they had nothing of V alue, 
lave only a few Combs, Pins and Needles, and 

gave 
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a Bartel « Borl - «> *« 

• f, r ° n ’ they faIled to Philadelphia and 

m the Latitude of 38 North, they took a Scooner 
wmmghom North-Carolim, bound to Bo ft on, they 
} °f 0 her 01J *y two Dozen of Calf-Skins to 
make Covers for Guns, and two of their Hands 
anddetamed her Lome Days. All this was but fmall 
Game and feem’d as if they defign’d only to make 
Provdion for them Sloop again* they arrived at 

h u i £T hlthert0 had dealt favou- 

• y with all that were fo unhappy as in fill 

into their Hands • but thofe that came after, fared 
not fo well, form the Latitude of 32, off of De- 
laware River near Philadelphia, they took two Snows 
bound to Briftol, out of whom they got fo me Mo- 
ney, befides Goods, perhaps to the Value of MO 

^yr« d T at n he Time the y took a Sloop If 
n T ? 11S bo , u . nd from Philadelphia to Barbadoes . 
which after taking fome Goods out, they difmiffed 
along with the Snows. y 

The 29th Day of July, Captain Thomas took a 
Sloop of 50 Tons, fix or feven Leagues off Dela - 
WarC p Ba ^ b °'" lld fr ° m Philadelphia to Barbadoes, Tho - 
rms Bead Matter, loaden with Provifions, which 

p ey , k fP t » a Ji d P ut four °r five of their Hands on 

theT SlT 7 i ie n klft Day ° f the 7 took ano- 
ther Sloop of <Jo Tons, commanded by Peter Man- 

•eoaring, bound from Antegoa to Philadelphia, which 

they hkewife kept with all the Cargo, confifting 

chiefly of Rum, Moloffes, Sugar, Cotton, Indigo* 

Pound 25 * M ° ney ’ Valued inaI] to To 

1 « kke , Ia ^ ^ a y out Rovers with the Veffels 

laft taken, left Delaware Bay, and failed to Gape 
River, where they ftaid too long for their 
1 tet y> [ or the Py ra te Sloop which they now new 
named the Royal James , proved very leaky, fo that 

they 
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^hey were obliged to remain here almoft two 
•Months, to refit and repair their Veifel : They 
°°k in this River a fmall Shallop, which they rip- 
P^d up to mend the Sloop, and retarded the flir- 
ts 1 " Prolecution of their Voyage, as before menti- 
oned,^ till the News came to Carolina, of a Pyrate 
oop’s being there to carreen with her Prizes. 
fo _ Gpon this Information, the Council of South-Caro- 
jfft . was alarmed, and apprehended they fhould 
Vf. CClVe anot; her Viflt from them fpeedily ; to pre- 
^_nt which. Colonel William Rhet, of the fame Pro- 
^ waited on the Governor, and generoufly of- 
r ed himfelf to go with two Sloops to attack this 
ac at j-’ wddcb the Governor readily accepted, and 
fuP°o g l y S ave the Colonel a Commiifion and 
Pow er, to fit fuch Veffels as he thought pro- 
pe T r for the Deflgn. 1 

» a few Days two Sloops were equipped and 
: .^he Henry with 8 Guns and 70 Men, com- 
2V v , hy Captain John Maflcrs, and the Sea 
Cant • w *th 8 Guns and 60 Men, commanded by 
Ptaui Fayrer Hall, both under the entire Direffi- 
Mto C ? mmand of the aforefaid Colonel Rhet, 
Hcf 0X1 t lC t^h °f September, went on Board the 
Char/ 1 r^ ndj w hh the other Sloop, failed frorri 
folvnT’ - ” , t0 Swilli vants Ifland, to put them- 
vej" r ln order for the Cruize. Juft then arri- 

Mth * * Ship hom A ,n T oa i 0ne C °ck Matter, 
ta ken* n , ccoun tj that in Sight of the Bar he was 
hr a • P Iu . ndered b y one Charles Dane, a Pyrate, 
Who h.n §a ^ tine 12 G uns an d 9Q Men; and 
there d alfo taken tw0 other Veffels bound in 
BarbJj ° ne a , fmal \ Sloo P> Captain Dill Matter, from 
fon 7 < f e ° tkeL " a brigantine. Captain Tkomp- 
tvhirb f/ 5 trom putney, with ninety odd Negroes, 
Board J he l W0 , k ° UC 0f the VelTel > and put on 
Ori e r. anot h. er S,00 P then under the Command of 
ats > hls Confort, with 25 Men. This prov’d 

G f 01 -4 
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fortunate to the Owners of the Guiney Man, for 
Tea' s having often attempted to quit this Courffi 
of Life, took an Opportunity in the Night tc 
leave Vane and to run into North-Ediflo River’ to 
the Southward of Charles-Town, and furrendered to 
his Majefty’s Pardon. . The Owners got their Ne 
groes, and Teats and his Men had Certificates giver 
them from the Government. 

Vanec ruifed fome Time off the Bar, in hopes tt 
catch Teats, and unfortunately for them, took ttf< 
Ships coming out, bound to London, and while tfr f 
Prifoners were aboard, fome of the Pyrates gav' 
out, that they defigned to go into one of th 
Rivers to the Southward. Colonel Rhet, upo ; 
hearing this, failed over the Bar the 15th ol Sef 
tembcr , with the two Sloops before mentioned aii 
having the Wind Northerly, went after the Pyrat 
Vane, and, fcoured the Rivers and Inlets to tf 
Southward •, but not meeting with him, tackf 
and flood for Cape Fear River, in Profecutiou ( 
his fir ft Defign. On the 26th following, in tb 
Evening, the Colonel with his fmall Squadrflf 
entered the River, andfaw, over a Point of Lan< 
three Sloops at an Anchor, which were Major Bo 0 
and his Prizes ^ but it happened that in goings 
the Rivei , the Pilot run the Colonel’s Sloops agroutf 
and it was dark before they were on Float, whi< 
hindered their getting up that Night. The Pyrat' 
loon difcovered the Sloops, but not knowing wlf 
they were, or upon what Defign they came if 
that River, they manned three Canoes, and & 
them down to take them, but they quickly fou' ; 
their Miftake, and returned.to the Sloop, withtj 
unwelcome News. Major Bonnet made Preparatio’ 
that Night for engaging, and took all the Men o' 
or the k rizes. fie fhewed Captain AFanwaring, 0 
of his Prifoners, a Letter, 'he had juft wr of 
which he declared he would fend to the Govern 
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°f Carolina - the Letter was to this Effeft, 4 That 
tf the Sloops, which then appeared, were Tent out againft 
:i m, by the J, aid Governor , and he jhould get clear off, 
fat he would burn and deflroy all Ships or heffds going 
V 2 or coming out of South-Carolina. The next Mpin— 
fS they got under Sail, and came down the River, 
defig n ing only a running Fight. Colonel Rhet s 
'-’loops got likewife under Sail, and flood for him. 
Siting upon each Quarter of the Pyrate, with In- 
te nt to board him •, which he perceiving, edged in 
totvards the Shore, and being warmly engaged, 
their Sloop ran a-ground : The Carolina Sloops 
being i n the fame fhoal Water, were in the fame 
^ifeumftances the Henry , in which Colonel Rhet 
XVa s, grounded within Piftol Ihot of the Pyrate, and 
° n his Bow ■ the other Sloop grounded right a-head 
him, and almoft out of Gun-Shot, which made 
er of little Service to the Colonel, while they 
a y a-ground. 

At this Time the Pyrate had a confiderable Ad- 
jutage- f()r their sloopj after was a-ground, 
llft ed from Colonel Rhet’s, by which Means they 
"* r e all covered, and the Colonel’s Sloop lifting 
, e fame Way, his Men w6re much expoled •, not- 
Xv hhftanding which, they kept a brisk Fire the 
^ v hole Time they lay thus a-ground, which was 
Sear fi Ve Hours. The Pyrates made a Wiff in their 
bjoody Flag, and beckoned feveral Times with their 
■*-Iats in Derifion to the Colonel’s Men, to come 
Board, which they anfwered with cheat ru l Huz- 
f s j and laid, that they would / peak with them by and. 
f '■> which accordingly happened, tor the Colonel s 
bl °op being firft a float, he got into deeper Wa- 
ter ) and after mending the Sloop’s Rigging* which 
J a s much Ihattered in the Engagement,^ they 
flood for the Pyrate, to give the finilhing Stioke, 
^nd defigned to go direftly on Board him ^ which 
prevented, by lending a Flag of Truce, and 
G z after 
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after feme Time capitulating, they furrendered 
themfelves Prifoners. The Colonel took Poifeffiofl 
of the Sloop, and was extreamly pleafed to find 
that Captain Thomas, who commanded her, was the 
individual Perfon of' Major Stede Bonnet, who had 
done them the Honour feveral Times to vifit their 
own Coaft of Carolina. 

There were killed in this Aftion, on Board the 
Henry, ten Men, and fourteen wounded ; on Board 
the Sea Nymph, two killed and [four wounded. The 
Officers and Sailors in both Sloops behaved them - 
felves with the greateft Bravery; and had not 
the Sloops fo unluckily run a-ground, they had 
taken the Pyrate with much lefs lofs ot Men ; but 
as he defigned to get by them, and fo make a run- 
ning Fight, the Carolina Sloops were obliged to 
keep near him, to prevent his getting away. Of 
the Pyrates there were feven killed and five wound- 
ed, two of which died fjon after of their Wounds. 
■Colonel Rhet weigh’d the 30th of September, from 
Cape Fear River, and arrived at Charles-Torvn the 3d 
of O'dober, to the great Joy of the whole Province 
of Carolina. \ 

Bonnet and his Crew, two Days after, were put 
afhore, and there not being a publick Prifon, the 
Pyrates were kept at the Watch-Houfe, under 
a Guard of Militia ; but Major Bonnet was com- 
mitted into the Cuftody of the Marfhal, at his 
Houfe ; and in a few Days after, David Harlot the 
Matter, and Ignatius Bell the Boatfwain, who were 
defigned for Evidences againft the other PyrateS 
were removed from the reft of the Crew, to the 
faid Marlhal’s Houfe, and every Night two Cen' 
tinals let about the faid Houle ; but whether thro’ 
any Corruption, or want of Care (in guarding the 
Prifoners, I can’t fay; but on the 24th of October, 
the Major and Harlot made their Efcape, the Boat' 
Twain refufing to go along with them. .This made 

a- great 


Of Mfor Stede Bonnet, ioi 

a great Noife in the Province, and People were 
°Pen in their Refentments, often refle&ing on the 
Governor, and others in the Magiftracy, as tho 
they had been brib’d, for conniving at their 
Efcape. Thefe Inveftives arofe from their Fears, 
that Bonnet would be capable of raifing another 
Company, and profecute his Revenge againft this 
Country, for what he had lately, tho’ juftly, hii- 
thred : But they were in a fhort Time made ealy 
jti thole Refpe&s ; for as loon as the Governor 
had the Account of Banned s Efcape, he immedi- 
ately iffued out a Proclamation, and promifed a 
Reward of 700 Pounds to any that would take him. 
And lent feveral Boats with armed Men, both to 
the Northward and Southward, in purfuit of him. 

Ronnct flood to the Northward, in a fmall Vefiel, 
h u t wanting Neceffaries, and the Weather being 
h^d, he was forced back, and lb return’d with his 
Canoe, to Sxoillivant s Ifland, near Charles-Torvn, . to 
fetch Supplies ; but there being fome Information 
hfitt to the Governor, he lent for Colonel Rhet, 
And defired him to go in purfuit of Bonnet ; and 
Accordingly gave him a Commilfion for that Pur- 
pofe ; Wherefore the Colonel, with proper Craft, 
And fome Men, went away that Night for Srvilli- 
Vant’s Ifland, and, after a very diligent Seach, dil- 
c°vered Bonnet and Harlot together ; the Colonel’s 
"den fired upon them, and killed Harlot upon the 
hpot, and wounded one Negro and an Indian. Bon - 
net fubmitted, and furrender’d himfelf ; and the 
^ext Morning, being November the 5 th, was brought 
y Colonel Rhet to Charles-Torvn , and, by the Gover- 
nor’s Warrant, was committed into fafe Cuftody, 
order for his being brought to hisTryal. 

On the 28th of Ottober, 1718, a Court of Vice- 
admiralty was held at Charles-Torvn, in South-Caro- 
and, by feveral Adjournments, continued to 
Wednesday, the 12th of November following, for 
7 G 3 the 
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Tryal of the Pyrates taken in a Sloop former' 
ly called the Revenge , but afterwards the Royal James, 
be 1 . ore Nicholas Trot , Elcg Judge of the Vice- Admi- 
ralty, and Chief Juftice of the laidProvince of South- 
Carolina , and other Affiftapt Judges. 

The King s Commiffion to Judge Trot was read, 
and a Grand Jury fworn, for the finding of the le- 
veral Bills, and a learned Charge given them by 
the fa d Judge, wherein he ift fhcwed, That the Sea 
was given by God , for the Vfe of Men, and is Subject to 
Dominion and Property, as well as the Land. 

2dly, He particularly remark’d to them, the So- 
vereignty of the King of England over the BritiJh 
Seas. 

S d ly, He obferved, that as Commerce and Naviga- 
tion could not be carried on without Laws fo there have 
been always particular Laws , for the better ordering and 
regulating marine Affairs with an hiftorical Account 
or thole Laws, and Origine. 

4th ly , He proceeded to ihew, that there have been 
particular Courts and Judges appointed ■, to whpfe Jurifd'r 
' £1 ion viaritime Caufes do belong , and that in Matters both 
C,vil and Criminal. 

And then 5thly, He particularly fhcwed them, 
the Confutation and Jurifditfion of that Court of Admi- 
ralty Seffions. 

And laftly, the Crimes cognisable therein and par- 
ticularly enlarged upon tfe Crime of Pyracy, which 
was then brought before them. 

The Ind’Tments being found, a petit Jury was 
1 worn, apd the following Peribns arraigned and 
tried. 0 

Stede Bonnet, alias Edwards, alias Thomas, late of 
Barbadocs, Mariner. 

Robert Tucker, late of the Bland of Jamaica, Ma- 
riner. * 

pdwnri 
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_ Edward Robinfon, late of New-Caftle upon Tine, M 
riner. 

A Teal Paterfon, late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Scot , late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

. William Eddy, alias Neddy, late of Aberdeen, M 
riner. _ 

Alexander Annand, l&te of Jamaica, Mariner. 

George Rofe, late of Glafcow, Mariner. 

Georoe Dunkin, late of Glafcow, Manner. 

* Thomas Nicholas, late of London, Mariner. 

John Ridge, late of London, Mariner. 

Matthew King, late of Jamaica, Mariner. 

Daniel Perry , late of Gunn fey. Manner. 

Henry Virgin, late of Briftol, Mariner. 

James Robbins , alias Rattle, late of London, JVL 

. James Mullet, alias Millet, late of London, Ma- 
riner. 

Thomas Price, late of Briftol, Mariner. 

Jamjs Wilfon, late of Dublin, Manner. 

John Lopez., late of Oporto, Manner. Holland 

Zacharlil: Long, late of the Province of Holland, 

Mariner. 

Job Bayly , late of London, Manner. Carolina 

John-William Smith, late of Charles-Town , Ca • , 

Mariner. . rr . 

_ 7 bonus Carman , late of Maidftone in er , 
riner. 

John Thomas, late of Jamaica, Marinei. 

William Morrifon , late of Jamaica , Marine 

Samuel Booth, late of Charles-Town, Manner. 

William Hewet, late of Jamaica, Manner. 

John Levit, late o ’ North-Carolina, Marine 
William Livers, alias Evis. 

John Brierly, alias Timberhead, late 0 t Bata- o 
North Carolina, Mariner. -«» 

Robert Boyd, late of Bath-Town aforehud, * 
riner. „ „ 


t p Jflm Stebe Bonhet. 

* jZZi in °f Mariner. 

Marl nZ ^ South Cmli- 
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Marinei. 

&3F found Guilty , and rlc^tS^f 

two India. 

T %*&%& zsrti^^t, ** 

^Barbate, ^ f ”"«• £» 

•/ «■ & J4 lTAo^ Si l:% ° f, i $*» 

r. Vtmii: w t w; -X" 

alias Cape faloM V * W ^> James, 

difiamfrom the 

the JuriJdiElion of the Coin If “"t Withi * 

Carolina, &./«/ . « * / ^fddmiralty, of South- 

r or s, unknown) and thej andil^ Pey f ofis > ( t0 the Ju- 
mouflydid W/1&- 

m» asir? ^ p ® r 

Jurors aforefaid *ri \0°hofe Names to 

agamft the Peace of God, andZJ^L faidnowT ^ 

ZW the Kina then ,/ / . -P*** Sovereign 

Ionian fly ' did’put the aforefaid Pefe/m'^ ^ ^ 
others, his Manners, > S 
aforefaid, then being Vcor^J^l^j^ 

a,i 7 G * ;c 

ftflien (iforejatd j ^ fddonioifly, didfreal, 

take. 
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/4^e, <twZ crirry «*w<y/ for /TZ Merchant Sloop, called th e 
Prances, r?//7 twenty fix Hogfheads, &c. &c. &c- 
M"»(r found in the afore faid Sloop, in the Cuflody and Poffef- 
fi°n of the faid Peter Manwaring, others, his Man- 
ors of the faid Sloop, and from their Cuflody and Poffefl- 
fiorr, then and there, upon the High-Sea aforefaid, called 
Cape James, alias Cape Inlopen, ’ as aforefaid, and 
toithin the Jurifdiflion aforefaid, againfl the Peace of 
° Ur ‘ now Sovereign Lord the King , his Croton and , 
dignity. 

This was the Form of the Indictments they were 
arraigned upon, and tho’ they might have proved 
several more Fafts upon the major Part of the 
Crew, the Court thought fit to profecute but two ; 
the other was for fe : zing in a pyratical and felonious 
Manner, the S^oop Fortune, Thomas Read Commander ; 
Xv hich Indictment running in the fame Form with 
the above-mentioned, it will be unnecelfary to fay 
^ ore of it. 

All the Prifoners arraigned, pleaded Not Guilty, 
^ n d put themfelves upon their Tryals, except James 
f 1 If on, and John Levit, who pleaded Guilty to 
both Indictments, and Daniel Perry, to one only. 
|_he Major would have gone through both the In- 
dictments at once, which the Court not admitting, 
: Xe _ pleaded Not Guilty to both Indictments, but 
being convicted of one, he retraCted his former 
p lea to the fecond Indictment, and pleaded Guil- 
ty to it.' 

The Prifoners made little or no Defence, every 
pretending only that they were taken off a 
Maroon Shore, and were Ihipped with Major 
onnet to go to St. Thomas's •, but being out at Sea, 
and wanting Provilions, they were obliged to do 
w hat they did by others and fo did Major Bon- 
pot himfelf, pretend that ’twas Force, not Incli- 
nation, that occafioned what had happened. How- 
ever. 
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thS’ha^aSL-ed'! 16 piain , ly P roved > an ^ that 
y naa a f Whaled ten or eleven Pounds •? Man 

SanL^ th T Jai iv and r/ ~ Sy 

a very LJnvP 5 ey> i ? uik >'- The Judge made 
JZvf /7 P ^ C t0 f them ’ fettin S forth the E- 
? 7 their Crimes, the Condition they mere now in 

"‘i •»«< M*#? tf m tafiifd tip, mine ’ 

the SShTT mM th ‘ m K *• Miners of 

Hie Piovmce, for more ample Diredions to fit 
ft ■ jterni fyj /or (concluded he) rfe P«V/V 

fh!Ad Jh 7 . a>i ?y™ M m the iJnt 

Mat .. j. “ft ft ft Mongers of the Lord. 

;kr ST': 4 ' bW&s 

tence of Sin- 

Edw l r-d a, pr y r N ° VC ^' t] ^ 8thj 171 T - Robert ruder, 
Levied sfft-fe ^ Paerfoa, William Scot, Job 

alias ■Nedjt mUe ii* 00t . j Wllliam Hcmt i Willem. Eddy , 

Dunlin a/’ ex ff cr -dnvand, George Rofs, George 
jZ^\l attheW , Kl ^ DanieL p *rry, Henry Nirgfn, 

7atw i M i ler ' alias tiw 

at the Lvft’ and z fhanah Long, were executed 
Sentence! ''" near C ^ l ^wn, purfuant to their 

F ft ft ft Capta ! n ’ his Efca pe protraded his 
Fate, and fpun out his Life a few Days longer, for 
he was try ’d the toth, and being found Guilty 
ftft ed ^ n , ^nce in like Manner as the former 
n or f w ft? Judge Trot, made a moft excellent 
Speech to him rather Wwhat too long to be 
taken into our Hiftory, yet I could not tell how to 
pa s by fo good and uleful a Piece of Inffrudion, 

S hlto VV1I1S Wh ° fe Hands this Book ma y happen to 
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T he Lord Chief Jujhces's Speech, 
upon his pronouncing Sentence on Major 

Stede Bonnet. 

M Ajor Stede Bonnet, you hand here convicted 
upon two Indidments of Pyracy •, one by 
the.Verdid of the Jury, and the other by your own 
Confeffion. 

Altho 1 you were indided but for two Fads, yet 
you know that at your Try al it was fully proved 
even by an unwilling Witnefs, that you yyratically 
took and rifled no lefs than thirteen Velfels, fince 
you fail’d from North-Carolina. 

So that you might have been indided, and con- 
vided of eleven more Ads of Pyracy, fmee you took 
the Benefit of the King’s Nil of Grace, and pretended 
to leave that wicked Courfe of Life. 

Not to mention the many Ads of Pyracy you 
committed before • for which if your Pardon from 
Man was never fo authentick, yet you muft exped 
to anfwer for them before God. 

■ You know that the Crimes you have committed 
are evil in themfelves, and contrary to the Light 
and Law of Nature, as well as the Law of God, by 
which you are commanded that you fall not fieal, 
Exod. 20. 15. And the Apoftle St. Paul exprefly 
affirms, That Thieves fall not inherit the Kingdom oj 
God , 1 Cor. 6 . 10. 

But to Theft you have added a greater Sin, which 
is Murder. How many you may have killed of thofe 
that refilled you in the committing your former 
Pyracles , 1 know not : But this we all know, That 
befides the Wounded, you kill’d no lefs than eighteen 
Per fons out of thofe that were lent by lawful Au- 
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' putaStor “ ** 
M«tirr„ r p y e°“^f *%$$**« 

Po^erof f* the 

Hands by any lawful Authofitv l mt ° y .° ur 
powered" to Ife any -Zee o/LIZ ^ Z 
therefore thole Perfons that mfia tSf SFj ^ 
doing their Duty to their , 7 , at ^“ 10n > 3n 

murdered and their Blood no'w cries Sr^ 
f" c and JuJhce againft you : For it is the J?r 
Nature y confirmed by the f m of God TW Tr ? 

«, * *«,>* 

r^SSSS^t * e th"e 7 1 Pm i ia - 

Branfom, wh.ch „ tUficmd Dutt, R e , , o Sf 

¥• ■ 5- 1 Words which lan-y thi Ter™ 
with them, that confiderina vour rir?* 1 
and your Guilt, furely the loS ohfcm °S 
male you tremble ; fir „„ dmll J! r ' ™f 
mg Burnings? Chap. 33.14 everlajt- 

mitted, by which you have highly offended God 

si g£^IST Jl r d ,n fP 

that the only Wiy ofbbmfofog ^ Pardori^R^S 
fionof your Sms fifom God, is by a true and ^n" 
feigned and Faith in Chrift, by vvhofe 

35“ and *** *" cai ’°4 hope 

You being a Gentleman that have had the Ad- 
vantage of a liberal Education , and being generally 
efteemed a Man of Letters, I believe it will be need! 
leh for me to explain to you the Nature of Repen- 
tance 
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tance and Faith in Chrift, they being fo fully and 
fe often mentioned in the Scriptures, that you can- 
not but know them. And therefore, perhaps, for 
that Reafon it might be thought by lome impro- 
per for me to have faid fo much to you, as 1 have 
already upon this Occafion 3 neither ftiould I have 
done it, but that conftdering the Courfe of your 
Life and Aftions, I have juft Reafon to fear, that 
the Principles of Religion that had been inftilled 
into you by your Education , have been at leaft 
corrupted, if not entirely defaced, by the Scepti- 
cifm and Infidelity of this wicked Age , and that 
what Time you allowed for Study, was rather ap- 
plied to the Polite Literature , and the vain Philofophyoi 
the Times, than a ferious Search after the Law and 
Will of God, as revealed unto us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures : For had your Delight been in the Law of the Lord, 
and that you had meditated therein Day and Night , Pfal. 

1 . 2. you would then have found that God’s Word 
Teas a Lamp unto your Feet , and a Light to your Path , 
Pfal. 1 1 9. 105 . and that you would account all 
other Knowledge but Lofs, in Companion of the 
Excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift Jefets, Phil. 3. 8. 
who to them that are called is the Power of God , and the 
Wifdom of God, I Cor. 1. 24. even the hidden Wifdom 
which God ordained before the World , Chap. 2. 7. 

You would then have efteemed the Scriptures as 
the Great Charter of Heaven, and which delivered 
to us not only the raoft perfeft Laws and Rules of 
Life, but alfo difeovered to us the Afts of Pardon 
from God, wherein they have offended thofe righte- 
ous Laws : For in them only is to be found the great 
My fiery of fallen Man’s Redemption, which the Angels 
defire to look into, 1 Pet. 1.12. 

And they would have taught you that Sin is the 
debafing of Human Nature, as being a Derivation from 
that Purity, Rettitude, and Holinefs, in which God 

created 
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created us, and that Virtue and , 

“S by the Laws of God and ^alJc- 

to the Ways of Sin and V , a j t0 S et her preferable 
Virtue ar elVays of Pie J r 1 f ° r t]iat the JFayj of 

*W, P'offl’f ^Url -2", 

g,^ w„ r(J , 

dering the fame, i hope’th. Lut fiprfcMly mj; - 
videncc, and the prefent %>7 Co “ rfe of his /V*- 
upon you, hath now comfnfjT thathe hath ^id. 
For however in your feeminv p 7 c° U ^ tJie lame : 
make a Mock at y 0U r p! pent ^ ^ might 
that you fee that^Gotfi Ha Jf,!' '7- yet no«> 
and brought you to nublii'Lo* r f. ched 
prefent unhappy CircumlD J u ”J ce > 1 hope your 
ierioufly reflect upon VOur S S .J atil made you 
of Life s and that yo u are no? ? S® and Co&ft 
neft of yo„r Sina/abdTto ™ <f the G ™- 
them is intolerable. “ * 7 find the Burden of 

laden with Sin, Afat thuS lahourin g, and heavy 

•« the »oft\aluWe /wT w, 5 efteem that 
you how you. can be reconnh t V ,t can ^ e 'ir 
God that you have fo hiehl/bfl?^^ Supreme 
can reveal to you Him whn J offended i and that 
tul Advocate with the Fat hr f 1101 ° n 7 the power- 

but a 1 ho who hath plif J oJ “ 2 * *■ 

your Sins by his own Death 18 due for 
you • and thereby made full Crofs for 
hice of God. And Tht 5 V u ° n fur the Ju- 
hut in God’s Word which d T f0Und n ° ™ e 
Lamb of Cod rrh’ch tJe Rovers to u s thac 

John r. 29 . which hLif ? tL SonVc'V^ 
f h’ s know, and be allured w , n °^_God : For 
Name under Heaven oivr ’ ^ JerC ts none other 
bo faved Aft™ ^ hereby wc rnul 

lord Jefus. 4 DUt ° n ' 7 h Y the Na me of the 

But 
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But then confider how he invites all Sinners to 
come unto him, and, that he will give them reft , Matt, 
ix. 28. for he allures us, that he came to feek and to 
fave that which was loft , Luke 19. 10, Mat. 18. 11. 
and hath promifed, that he that comtth unto him , he 
will in no wife caft out , John 6 . 37. 

So that if now you will fmcerely turn to him, 
tho’ late, even at the eleventh Hour , Mat. 20. 6,9. 
he will receive you. 

But furely I need not tell you, that the Terms of 
his Mercy is faith and Repentance. 

And do not miftake the Nature . of Repentance 
to be only a bare Sorrow for your Sins, arifing from 
the Confideration of the Evil and Punijhment they 
have now brought upon you ; . but your Sorrow 
muft arile from the Confideration of your having 
offended a gracious and merciful God. 

But 1 lhall not pretend to give you any particu- 
lar Directions as to the Nature of Repentance : I 
confider that 1 fpeak to a Perfon, whole Offences 
have proceeded not fo much from his not knowing, 
as his flighting and ncgleEHng his Duty : Neither is. 
it proper for me to give Advice out of the Way of 
my own Profeffion. 

You may have that better delivered to you by 
thofe who have made Divinity their particular 
Study ; and who, by their Knowledge, as well as 
their Office, as being the Ambajfadors of Chrift , 2 Cor. 
5. 20. are beft qualified to give you Inftruftions 
therein. 

I only heartily wifh, that what, in Companion 
to your Soul, I have now laid to you upon this 
lad and lolemn Occalion, by exhorting you in ge- 
neral to Faith and Repentance, may have that due 
Fife ft upon you, that thereby you may become a 
true Penitent. 

And therefore having now difeharged my Duty 
to you as a Chrifiian, by giving you the beft Coun- 

fel 
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iel I can, with refneft to th a q i • f * 

I amfl : now do my P Office as a j 2 T ^ y0Ur ‘ S ° uI > 

upon you for you? OffenceT and" W in f d to P^fs 
doth therefore award, is, * d vhlcil this Court 

That you, the [did Stede Bonnet ti it r 
to the PUe from w b e „ ce °™ et > ffif go f rm hcnce 

the Place of Execution, Jere vT'a fr , om th ™ce to 
Neck till you are dead! * } ° U ^ be han ged by the 

A„J rir C.J „f i, hUt Mm} ^ mn . H ^ 
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Capt. Edward England, 

And his Crew. 

E Dveard England went Mate of a Sloop that fail’d 
out of Jamaica, and was taken by Captain 
Winter, a Pyrate, juft before their Settle- 
at Providence ; from whence England had the 
Command of a Sloop in the fame laudable Em- 
PWment : It is furprizing that Men of good Un- 
ei 'ftanding ffiould engage in a Courfe of Life, that 
0 much debales humane Nature, and fets them 
^Pon a Level with the wild Beafts of the Foreft, 
^ho U ve and prey upon their weaker Fellow 
features : A Crime lb enormous ! That it includes 
a ln oft all others, as Murder, Rapine, Theft, In- 
gratitude,- &c. and tho’ they make thele Vices fa- 
^Har to them by their daily Praftice, yet thele 
feii are fo inconfiftent with themfelves, that a Re- 
gion made upon their Honour, their Juftice, or 
le if Courage, is look’d upon as an Offence that 
t>u ght to be punilhed with the Life of him that 
~°mniits it : England was one of thele Men, who 
e em’d to have fuch a Share of Realon, as ihould 
fave taught him better Things. He had a great 
c eal of good Nature, and did not want for Cou-* 

H rage ; 
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theVll U%e S PrTfoneTs 'rceivedl "h? w 

been contented with moderate Plunder^and^ fs 
miichievous Pranks rm,M _ Juauer » ar m Jefs 
been brought W XT’ ^ 

nerally over-rul’d and as ™ P 5 but hewasge- 
abominable Society he ? a h , , was / nga S ed ia that 
in .11 their ° bl >S^ » be a Partner 

Captain England fail’d to the Cm ft nF at ■ c 
ter the Ifland of Providence was fettled by (he^' 
fojh Government onH d , Y 
bus Majefty’s Prodamttin Purrend ered to 

iv/rz n * boSTp ?£ 5 

Account along with Captain £*, J. “ P °“ the fa ”« 
Alfoon as Skinner had ftruck to tb« Dry a. i 
was ordered to come on Boa-d ;> 7 • r ^ la ^ e ’ he 
-be did, and the M &t* 

smis ^‘’tif ^"TSiSiSs 

bed him in this Manner ridf 'i- ’em aCC< t 

y U ?d e il 0 X'’compa“;heS f £' fnt ta 

ded the Event, as heLd^ifofeSlg’h ZoZ 
‘ he boatfwam ^mediately called to his Coni 

forts. 
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I°rts, laid hold of the Captain, and made him fait 
to the Windlels, and there pelted him with Glafs 
bottles, which cut him in a fad Manner ? after 
t v hich they whipp’d him about the Deck, till they 
tvere weary, being deaf (to all his Prayers and In- 
treaties, and at laft, becaufe he had been a good 
Matter to his Men, they laid, he Ihould have an 
®afy Ddathy and fo ihbt him thro’ the Head. They 
took dome few Things out 6f the Snow, but gave 
the Vefiel and all her Cargo to Howd Davis the 
Mate; and the reft of the Crew, as will be hereaf- 
ter mentioned in the Chapter of Captain Davis . . . 

^Captain England took a Ship called the Pearl, Cap-. 
tain Tyzard Coinmander, for which he exchanged 
his own Sloop, fitted her up for the pyratical Ac- 
c °Unt, and new cHriffen’d her, the Royal James^ with 
^hich he took feveral Ships and Veflels of dif- 
ferent Nations at the Azores and Cape de Nerd 
* [lands. 

In the Spring, 1719, the Rovers returned to 
■Africa, and beginning at the River Gambia, failed 
ap down the Coaft y and between that and Cape Corfo, 
to °k the following Ships and Veflels. 

The Eagle Pink, Captain Rickets Commander be- 
®ngin‘g to Cork, taken the 25th of March , having 6 
T^nns and 17 Men on Board, feven of which turned 
hy rates. 


The Charlotte, Captain Oldfon, of Londcti, taken May 
hhe 26th, having 8 Guns and t8* Men on Board, 13 
°f which turned Py rates. 

fhe Sarah, Captain Stunt, of London taken the 27th • 
°f -Tfzy, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 3 of 
' v hich turned Pyrates. , . 

The Bcntvoorth, Captain Gardener, of Briftot, taken 
*h® 2.7th of May, having t 2 Guns and 30 Men on 
bar d, 12 of which turned Pyrates. 
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^tofoSylvefter, of Gambia, taken 
SSfe G ““ a " d - - Board, 

,o?! f C Z tm l’ Ca P tai '\^> of London, taken the 
28 th of May, having 4 Guns and 1 8 Men on Board c 
of which turned Pyrates. ooaru, 5 

,Jw^ Ca ^ tain Of ZW- taken the 

18 M “« 

the 1 7th° oT Ca P ta;idCV ^ °f London, taken 

Board ?n° ? ? havin S 2 Guns and 13 Men on 
Board, 4 ol which turned Pyrates 

The Elizabeth and Katherine, Captain Bridge of Bar 

Mc’^bZ /““f,? 7 ''Urav 4 5 G Za“f/r 4 

men on Board 4 of which turned Pyrates, 
to vZ E . agU Z/ bei »g bound to Jamaica, the Sarah 
co but'the cl ^ 1C t0 Mar y land > they Jet them 

y rate Ships, the former was new nam’d Iw 
Anns Revenge, and commanded by one Lane and 
the ocher was caU’d the Flying King, Q f which S- 
J Sa fP le w as appointed Captain/ Thefe two left 

w&°toS e r C0 ^- faiPd to the 

W in i/ f0me 1 , Zes ’ clean’d, and fail’d to 
ShSsther ^ t0 ° k feveral Fortuguefe 
in £ bpS,, d // a preat deaI of Mifchieffbut 
Man Of w/ Underta ^ngs, a Fortuguefe 

1 1 ot U “ r > wh ich was an excellent Sailor came 

cScl rS 0meG f? t0 them > and gave them 

Rewn&e got ° ff > but was 
Fivrl i ■■ f cct ' l T' m that Coaft-, and the 
Vying lung, giving herlelf over for loft, ran aftiore • 

There were then 7 o Men on Board, ? 2 o/whSi 

the^ ,d ’ /i th f, re ? taken Prifoners, of whom ' 
the Fortuguefe hang’d 38, of which 32 were 

three 
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three Dutch, two French, and one of their own 
Nation. 

England, in going down the Coaft, took the Peter- 
borough Galley of Briftol, Captain Owen ■, and the Fl- 
Pbory, Captain Rldout - the former they detainea, 
hut plundered the latter, and let her go. In Cape 
Corfo Road, they law two Sail at Anchor, but be- 
fore they could reach them, they flipp d their Ca- 
bles and got dole under Cape Corfo Caflle, thefe were 
the IVhydah, Captain Prince, and the John, Captain 
Rider : The Pyrates upon this made a fire Ship of 
a Velfel they had lately taken, and attempted to 
burn them, as tho’ they had been a common Ene- 
my, which if effected, 'they could not have been 
pne Farthing the better for it ■, but the Caftle fir- 
ing warmly upon them, they withdrew, and fail d 
down to IVhydah Road, where they found another 
gyrate, one Captain la Bouche, who getting thither 
before England arrived, had foreftall’d the Market, 
and greatly clifappointed their Brethren. 

Captain England, after this Baulk, went into a 
Harbour, clean’d his own Ship, and fitted up the 
Peterborough, which he call’d the Victory , they liv d 
there very wantonly fpr feveral Weeks, making 
free with the Negroe Women, and committing 
fuch outragious A&s, that they came to an open 
Capture with the Natives, feveral of whom they 
bill’d, and one of their Towns they fet on Fire. 

When the Pyrates came out to Sea, they put it 
to a Vote what Voyage to take, and the Majority 
c arrying it for the Eaft-Indles, they lhap d their 
Courfe accordingly, and arrived at Madagafcar, the 
beginning of the Year 1720. They ftaid not long 
there, but after taking in Water and Provifions, 
fail’d for the Coaft of Malabar, which is a fine ti uit- 
fdl Country in the Eafi-Indies, in the Empiie of 
the Mogul, but immediately fubjeft to its own Prin- 
ts : It reaches from the Coaft of Canara to Cape 

H 3 Camo~ 


*i8 of Capt. England. 

Caniorin, which is between do o„a a v, f 
Lattitude, and in about V*£*t - I2 j 

ting trom C heMeriS JJf£l L0 TS de ’nr' 

tries are Pagans but there are a great Number of 
Mahometans inhabiting among them who are Mb? 
chants, apd generally rich. Q n the fame Coafth^t 
in a Province to the Northward lies c a * „ C but 

fay, where the Englifh, Dutch and p a,Surat ’? om ‘ 
Settlements. & J ’ d Fortu g™fi have 

andaWhjm came into their Heads to Peek out for 

be ltded n fof/r^ ,S Cr6l l 5 Wh ° m th ey knew to 

fo e Sere Wd f r?nS any ^ ntelli S ence of them and' 

10 were tore d to return with the Lofs oF t-ton- f „ 

if“tS e Sd-Sh?b" ere f" tled 0,1 'heoAerSyi 
Chapter of Noti “ of “” d " *• 

tI? Yh M c,eM ’ d 

g&f * fc&BtsZtm 

iy the^tS fag 1 ^ 110 '™® L «*< yn** 
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A LETTER from Captain Mackra, dated at 
Bombay , AW. 16, 1720. 

W E arrived the 25 fk 0/ July /a#, i» Company of 
the Greenwich, at Juanna, (an I flan d not far 
from Madagalcar) putting in there to ref refit our Men , 
n e found fourteen Pyrates that came in their Canoes from 
the Mayotta, where the Pyrate Ship to which they be- 
long'd, viz. the Indian Queen, two hundred and fifty Tons, 
twenty eight Guns , and ninety Men, commanded by Capt . 
Oliver de la Bouche, bound from the Guinea Co /ft to the 
Baft- Indies, had been bulged and loft . They [aid they left 
the Captain and 40 of their Men building a new Neff el to 
proceed on their wicked Defign. Capt. Kirby and I conclu- 
ding it might be of great Service to the Eaft-India Company 
to defray fuch a Neft of Rogues, were ready to fail for that 
Purpofc the 17th of Auguft, about Eight o’ Clock in the 
Morning, when we difeovered two Pyrate Ships flanding 
Into the Bay of Juanna, one of thirty four, and the other of 
thirty Guns. I immediately went on Board the Greenwich, 
where they feemd very diligent in Preparations for an En- 
gagement, and 1 left Capt. Kirby with mutual Promifes of 
flanding by each other. I then unmoor'd , got under Sail , 
and brought two Boats a-head to row me clofe to the Green- 
wich • but he being open to a Valley and a Breeze, 
made the best of his Way from me which an Oftender in 
°ur Company , of 2 1 Guns, feeing, did the fame, though 
the Captain had promifed heartily to engage with us, and 
■k believe would have been as good as his Word, if Capt. 
Kirby had kept his. About half an Hour after Twelve, I 
Called feveral times to the Greenwich to bear down to our 
AJf fiance, and fir'd Shot at him, but to no Purpofe. For tho 1 
tte did not doubt but he woiddjoin us, becaufe when he got 
• about a League from us, he brought bis Ship to, and look’d 
or k> yet both he and the Oftender bafely defined us, and 
left us engaged with barbarous and inhuman Enemies 5 with 

H 4 their 
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W AppeZfnc^oflfclpF f WgW & over us -> without the 

m his W° F T S ' ** GO, 

us ^ by rovoincr xvith her / * • » i d to bottrd 

lln£hof a SWl ?' 

all her Oars to Pieces ™£- b - y Sf od Fortune we fiat 

fequence faved our Lives. prC ' Ventc tbem o and by con* 

pojhdon SToL^k 7f° f i he °$ cers and Men 

' 4 » an, S„ s ddt l7k S Jm" dm ‘t J ’ * 

Within a Cable’s LenatU J f *% w > being fhll 
and no hopes of Cap? Kirby \ f e *& w ”£ us a Broadfde , 
endeavoured to run a/hZid ? ^Affiance, we 

ter more than ZpZZ \7Jr 7Zf W ^ Fm Wa- 

«/ ***<£7a 

A7T a f Kmd n '“ tisi"Z'L?Z 

had a mo , c [ EngagemeM thm « Al "Zof 

fcers, andmoft of my Men bchaved J , Mexpe J^{' 

rage-, and as we had a confiderable l , ■ 

Broadfde to his Bow we d J l Advan !?Z e h having a 
had Capt. Kirby tS in tenlZZ ”T’ f ° ** 
taken both, for we h7d oZnZu r W , ™ & ° uld have 
rate (who £, lin t f ’ hut tbe ^ Py- l 

not offer Zaft l £ tbe did 

Boats full of frejh Met ^3" 9”^" with three 
Greenwich P-Z , Ab FiVe in the Evening the 

ktrdfir Lif, l , h KZ £*5 ‘fgSfS 

By rate, that was afloa/Z ■ - wh>ch the other 

heading under our Stem- ZwU’T W was 

being hied and wel ded I d TP * ^ Men 

all murdered by cnrafedbJbL 7 ^ 

that could, to i StCLZ p C PT7 1 ° M * 
Smoai. of cur Gut Path It lSZ TZ ^ P'T ° f the 
md others by faring, mo fi ‘ 0 f ZlhttZfe tbZgoTl 

(hoar, 
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fhbar by Seven o’ Clock. When the Pyrates came aboard , 
they cut three of our wounded Men to Pieces . J, with a 
few of my People, made what hafte I could to the King s- 
Town, twenty five Miles from us, where I arrived next 
Day, almosl dead with Fatigue and Lofs of Blood, having 
been forely wounded in the Head by a Musket Ball. 

At this Town I heard that the Pyrates had offered ten 
thousand Dollars to the Country People to bring me in, which 
many of them would have accepted, only they knew the 
King and all his chief People were in my Intereft. Mean 
time, I caufed a Report to be fpread, that 1 was dead of my 
W mnds , which much abated their Fury. About ten Days 
after, being pretty well recovered, and hoping the Malice 
of our Enemies was nigh over, I began to confder the dif- 
mal Condition we were reduced to, being in a tlace where 
toe had no Hopes of getting a Pajfage home , all of us in a 
manner naked, not having had Time to get another Shirt , 
or a Pair of Shoes. 

Having obtained Leave to go on Board the Pyrates, and 
a Promife of Safety, fever al of the Chief of them knew me, 
and fome of them had failed with me, which I found of 
great Advantage becaufe , notwithpandmg their Promife , 
fome of them would have cut me, and all that would not 
enter with them, to Pieces, had it not been for the chief 
Captain, Edward England, and fome others 1 knew. They 
talked of burning one of their Ships, which we had fo entire- 
ly difabled, as to bp no farther iifeful to them, and to fit the 
Ca Han dr a in her room but in the End I managed my Tack 
f n Well , that they made me a Prefent of the faid fhattered 
Ship , which was Dutch built, called the Fancy, about three 
hundred Tons, and alfo a hundred and twenty nine Bales of 
the Company' s Cloth, tho ’ they would not giveme a Rag 
°f my Cloathes. 

They failed the 3 d of September ; and with Jury- Maps, 
and fuch old Sails as they left me, I made Jhift to do the 
like on the Sth, together with forty three of my Ship s 
Crew, including two Paffengcrs and twelve Soldiers, having 
but fie Tons of Water aboard , and after a V affage of 

forty 
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and almost in defnair nf * r ■ * Ewt °f ^ * ter a Day 
Calms we met with between^hfcoaft 5*2^ h I Rea f°» of the 

? ar 7f e ^ M ^n f&t£fcd ^ Mala ‘ 

four wounded • W were , , ™ ™d twenty 

about ninety or a hundred of tloePyJates 

«» the y™re about three hLdrJL? , n % ^ 

* <«* V. tarnyZfnZfrlT'Vi ^ BU ^ 

wich his Duty we hJj a our , C ? n f on the Green- 
got two hundred thousand pJ^'i ^ °f them ’ and 
[elves, whereas to t!7eteJT trT °™' rs «» d 
dra may juftly he imputed A ^ ' ° f the Caffa n- 

«*» mrljfl, JHZi, flflggff&T a ,h ’ **<• 

the Governor and Council hole TTT *’ for winch 
Our Governor , Mr. Boon ml ' ° a Rciva 'rd. 

to me, has ordered me hlf L f?* 1 ™* ki ” d and civil 
Harvey, * EMflM gtlthM"" S ‘“ C ^» 
Fleet y goes w my room . Tine r . ^ C °T C m Wit ^ *^ c 
Country Voyage \o help male ° Vem °' r hath Promis'd me a 

<**■&•’* h JzitZZ7^’’ ™ u 
^ZCt th T%Z r Z! r at H “" d > 

to repent his Credulity^ forVf u IP n , quidc] y 
mifed, that no Injurv^fhonM? ^ they had P ro “ 
fon, he found the r Word, ° d ° ne t0 his ^r- 
ed; and it may be fu^Zr V "T n0t , t0 be 
defperate Circimftance? ? hat JI not 7 hla S but the 
himfelf to be in could h" ptam M .ff\ ra ^agined 
to fling himfel ’and r 6 pre / ailed up °u him 
perhaps „„ t j fa 2t s hZTjfth ' ^ «“«’> 
that Ifland were attach’d ro ?K 7 r , „ Natlves of 
for about 20 Years a.ro r ° - he E '^ h Nati on ; 
dore of an fw /7 Captain Cornwall, Comma- 

another ^ 

fver fince cominueicat^df ^all g it^V^ 

“ the,r Po » er > i”f™»ch thaTlSme a°pS! 

verb, 


0 / Cdpt. England 123 

verb, 71W <*» Englifhman, and a Juanna Man were 
all one. 

England was inclined to favour Captain Mackra , 
but he was fo free to let him know, that his In- 
tereft was declining amongft them , and that the 
Pyrates were fo provoked at the Reflftance he 
made againft them, that he was afraid he fhould 
hardly be able to proteft him , he therefore advi- 
fed him to footh up and manage the Temper of 
Captain Taylor , a Fellow of a rnoft barbarous Na- 
ture, who was become a great Favourite amongft 
them for no other Reafon than becaufe he was a 
greater Brute than the reft. Mackra did what he 
could to foften this Beaft, and ply’d him with warm 
Punch , notwithftanding which, they were in a Tu- 
mult whether they Ihould make an End of him, or 
no, when an Accident happen’d which turn’d to 
the Favour of the poor Captain , a Fellow with a 
terrible pair of Whiskers, and a wooden Leg, be- 
hrg ftuck round with Piftols, like the Man in the 
Almanack with Darts, comes fwearing and vapou- 
ring upon the Quarter-Deck, and asks, in a dam- 
ping Manner, which was Captain Mackra : The Cap- 
tain expected no lefs than that this Fellow would 

be his Executioner , but when he came near 

bim, he took him by the Hand, fwearing, Damn 
him he was glad to fee him ; and j hew me theMan , lays he, 
that offers to hurt Captain Mackra, for I'll flank by him , 
a nd fo with many Oaths told him, he was an honefl 
Eel low, and that he had formerly fail'd with him. 

This -put an End to the Difpute, and Captain 
Taylor vyas fo mellow’4 with the Punch, that he 
contented that the old Pyrate Ship, and fo many 
Bales of doth fhould be given to Captain Mackra, 
and fo he fell afleep. England adviled Captain 
Mackra to get off with all Expedition, leaft when 
the Beaft fhould awake, he might repent his Genero- 
fity i Which Advice was followed by the Captain. 

Captain 


/ 
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S ««* t ? Captain 
many Enemies amony th^Crew “'rl,"’ 3 "!:" !“ m 
inch good Wage inconiiftent with theSolkv n S 
caufe it looked like procuring Favour m- u' J } >G ~ 
gravation of their Crimes • C the A S~ 

gination or Report that ftneV Upon Ima " 

out again!! them, with ™ ¥* fittin 8 

was loon abdicated or pulled out of MV F ° Ice ’ be 
and marooned with tW ™ government, 

Maunnus: AnTftand indeed^ "otVo^ “T? °! 
of, had they accumulated any Wealth T th ^ 
Villanies that would have afforded o, r - their 
fortabie Profpeft, for 

Hogs and other Flelh Sim, Jr\ 1 Deer, 

vt 

.a Fort at another neighbouring Mand * called 

fa India h as St. Helena and G»»e Bon Ffb^ ° F 
us and the Dutch. From ' \us Ihrl' r \ 

Ksi'aaS#: 

went over in „ r , eai Jert L here, 
p relent on the Charff^f’r Where th ^ fub ™ at 

fay had Xnt^" 

Jon^rCapS"^ ‘r e °*“ rs Me,, be- 

pany’s 
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pany’s Ships, the Captain fwearing he would cut 
him in pound Pieces, if he did not do it immediate- 
ly } but unable, was forced to bear their Scurility, 
till they came up with them, and found they were 
two Moor Ships from Mufcat , with Horfes •, they 
brought the Captain of them, and Merchants, on 
Board, torturing them, and rifling the Ships, 
in order to dilcover Riches, as believing, they 
came from Mocha , but being baulked in their Ex- 
pectation, and next Morning feeing Land, and at 
the fame Time a Fleet in Shore plying to Wind- 
ward, they were puzzled how to dilpole of them ; 
to let them go, was to dilcover and ruin the Voyage, 
and it was cruel to link the Men and Horles with 
the Ships, (as many of them were inclined to,) there- 
fore, as a Medium, they brought them to an 
Anchor, threw all their Sails over-board, and cut 
one of the Ships Mails half through. 

While they lay at an Anchor, and were all the 
next Day employed in taking out Water, one of 
the aforementioned Fleet bore towards them with 
Englif!) Colours, anfwered with a red Enfign from 
the Pyrates, but did not fpeak- with one another. 
At Night they left the Mufcatt Ships, weighed 
With the Sea Wind, and Hood to the Northward 
after this Fleet : About four next Morning, juft 
as they were getting under fail, with the Land 
Wind, the Pyrates came among!! them, made no 
flop, but fired their great and fmall Guns very 
briskly, till they got through \ and as Day-Light 
cleared, were in a great Conllernation in their 
Minds, having all along taken them for Jngrias. 
fleet ; what to do was the Point, whether run or 
purfue ? They were fenfible of their Inferiority of 
Strength, having no more than 300 Men in both 
Ships, and 40 of them Negroes befides, the (7- 
tlory had then four Pumps at Work, and mull in- 
evitably been loft before, had it not been for fome 

Hand- 
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out of th fe ^ eral ? air °f Standards brought 
but and lengthen her; 

rather to d^ reDe y of th ^ Fleets chofe 
Way tofave themffi run ’ and thought the beft 
'vith the Enemy : S^eTim/ 1 ^ ^ P u! ! be ^ ar 
Wind, about Gun-Shot to r ame j Up , Wltb tbe Sea! 
of the FJeet a head a leeward, the great Ships 

which latter they took for^ ^f ^° thers a * fteri n 
a-head gaining from k fh? i re ‘ V ^ ls f And the * 
Boats, they could do cutting away their 

hue their Courfe all x ,. I1 ° t ^ ln S more than conti- 
found them next they did > and 

a Ketch ?nrSm^ gw g r°n- 0fSl ' Sht ’ eXce Pting 

and hoifts, like them trip l e l l he Mediterranean, 
which the Ketch’n P - c ~\ * rSa ' s '^ They bore down; 
Pie on Board a Ganivat^arid’ ~ ran £P 0 rt e d her Peo- 

leing come from bound'’']!; r"c U°' A '“T , 1 

and altho’ they P protefled , iave been in it ; 

or Boat fince they left Con 7 ^ i n0 j ^ en a sbi P‘ 
neftly for Favour 7 vet rh^’ !£ d ? Ieaded ver Y ear- 
over-board, and fquezed their h ^ W al ! the j i ;. Car g° 
extort Confeffion • Pnr ,1! J° '. nts . m a Vice, to 

who or what this Fleet Vtn "m entirel y ignorant of 

only to fufiain this Tormrnit ^ Wereobli S ed ™t 

eafierly Wind bavin* f r ^ nCXt Day a fre ft 
they put her Comm b • P lC , tbe Gallivats Sails, 
but a Try fail n o ProTif ^ 0 tbe , Boat ’ with nothing 
of Water, (half of it Salt'T’ ^ ^ nlyfour Gallons 

»f U M ’t„Vc “f th “ ° M of Sight 

for the better elucidating of this Stnrv v 

*" “"*'“* “ the Re^rfXlS 
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«» and what the Fleet were, that had fo Icurvily 
behaved themfelves. 

Angria is a famous Indian Pyrafe, of cdnfiderable 
Strength and Territories, that gives continual Di- 
sturbance to the European (and efpecially the Enflifh) 
Brade : His chief Hold is Callaba, not many Leagues 
p 0rn Bombay, and has one Ifland in Sight of that, 
Fort, whereby he gains frequent Opportunities of 
a «noyi n g the Company. It would not be fo infu- 
Perable a Difficulty to fupprefs him, if the Shallow- 
n efs of the Water did not prevent Ships of War 
doming nigh: And abetter Art he has, of bribing 
the Mogul’s Minifters for Protection, when he finds 
a n Enemy too powerful. 

»n the Year 1720, the Bombay Fleet confifting of 
our Grabbs, (Ships built in India by the Company, and 
j ave three Maflt, a Trow like a Tow-Galley, infiead of 
ri- t fP r it, a ^ ovt 1 5° Eons ; are officered and armed 
fk e a Man of War, for Defence and TroteEHon of the 
■Gade,) the London, Chandois, and two other Ships 
'mth Gallivats, who befides their proper Compli- 
ments, carried down 1000 Men to bombard and bat- 
Cer Gayra, a Fort belonging to Angria, on the Ma- 
war Coaft, which they having performed ineffeCtu- 
were returning to Bombay, and, to make amends, 
^11 in with the Pyrates, to the Purpofe has been 
already related. Captain Vpton, Commadore of 
hat Fleet, prudently objecting to Mr. Brown , (who 
Went General,) That the Ships were not to be ha- 
zarded, fince they failed without their Governor 
•“ffott’s Orders to engage ; and befides, that they 
] d not come out with fuch a Defign. This favou- 
ra ble Opportunity of deftroying the Pyrates, an- 
gered the Governor, and he transferred the Com- 
mand of the Fleet to Captain Mach a, who had 

eders immediately to purfue and engage, where 
evrer he met them. 


The 
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The Vice-Roy of Goa, aififted by the Enelifc 
Company’s Fleet from Bombay , did attempt \he 
Reduction o{ Call aba, his principal Place, landed 8 or 

MeTnf w r- 16 ^ f ea ‘> th u En ^ ^adron of 
Men of War being then in thofe Seas • but having; 

viewed the Fortification well, and expended home 
of their Army by Sicknefs and the Fatigues of a 
Camp, carefully withdrew again. 

I return to the Py rates, who, after they had 
fent away the Gallivats People, refolved to cruife 

and 1 ^° Uthv " ard ’ and the ne ^t Day, between Goa 
and Carwar, heard feveral Guns, which brought 
diem to an Anchor, and they fent their Boa/on 
the -cent, who returned about two in the Morn- 
mg and brought' Word of two Grabs lying at 
Anchor in the Road. They weighed and ran to- 
^. he , Ba T> till Day-Light gave the Grabs 
bight o. them, and was but juft Time enough to 

thiVlT 6 , 1 ' J r nd J\ Dha C aftle > out of their reach- 
this difpleafed the Pyrates the more, in that they 

anted Watery and fome were for making a Del- 
cent that Night and taking the Illand, but it not being 
approved o (- by the Majority, they proceeded to 
the .Southwid, and took next in their Way, a 
fmall Ship out of Onnore Road, with only a Dutch 
Man and two Portuguefe on Board. They fent one of 

if he wn M 0 r tC | th f Captain ’ t0 ^quaint him, 
if he would fupply them with fome Water and 

fi 6 ^/r Pl A Vlfi ° nS ’ he fll0uld have ll!s Ship again’: and 
the Mafter returned for anfwer, by his Mate Frank 
Harmlcfs that if they would deliver him Polfeffiou 
over the Bar, he would comply with their Requeft: 
he Propofal the Mate thought was collufive, and 
they rather jump’d into Harmlcfs' s Opinion, (who 
veiy honehly entered with them,) and refolved to 
eek VI ater at the Laccadeva Blands ; fo having font 
the other Perfons on Shore, with threats, that he 
foould be the laft Man they would give Quarter 
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•too, (byReafonof this uncivil Ufage } ) they put 
Atreftly for the Blands, and arrived there in three 
, Ja ys : Where being informed by aMenchew they 
, °?k (with the Governor of Gamvnrs Pals,) - of there 
■sing' no Anchor-Ground among them, ! aud Melhi- 
being the next convenient Bland, they font their 
° ats bn Shore, to foe if there was any Water, and 
v hether it tvas inhabited or 'aiof 5 -who returned 
Vl th an Anfwer to th e i r ' Sa t i s fa ft i 0 n - viz. . that there 
vV as abundance of good Water, and 'many Houfes, 
u 5 deforted by the Men, who had Bed to the 
Neighbouring Iflands on r the Approach of Ships, 
<‘nd left only the Women and Children to guard 
, rie another. The Women they forced in a Bar- 
vtrous Manner to their Lulls, - and to'- requite them, 
eftroyed their Cocoa Trees, and 'fired foveral of 
teir Houles and Churches. (Lftippole built by the 
0r t>ugmfe, who formerly ufed "there, - in their Toy - 
a ges to India.) 

,^hile they Were at '-this Bland, they ' Icift three 
F . ™ ur Anchors, by the Rockynds of the Ground, 
Ghnels of Winds, and at laft were forced thence 
Ilf a batder Gale than ordinary, leaving 70 People, 
j :ic<s and Whites, and raoft of their Water Casks: 

-t ten Days they regained the' Bland 1 again, filled 
p’ r Watery and took the 'Peopleon Board. 

„ 1 oviftons were very Icarce, and they now re- 

c /j Ve d to V) 'dt their good Friends the' Dutch, at'Ce- 
who, if you will believe theie Rogues, never 
■a'* of fopplying Gentlemen of their Profeilion. 
! er three Days fail, they arrived off Te/lechery, 
P, nook a fmall Velfel belonging to Governor 
Bo a>n p Tawke Mafter, whom they brought On 
^ ard 'very drunk, and 'he giving ■ an "Account of 
.■'^WMdcba's 'fitting out, -put' Ahem in aTem- 
tf Pj Paftion.- IA Villain) fay they, that roe’ have 
^ ut To give him a Ship and 0 the, -Pre ferns, 

ftb'iv sd bo‘apmtd agantft ■ tiSj'he otighp ttr be hanged ; 

1 ...m id 



I? ° Of Capt. EX GLAND, 
tend face we cannot [how our Refemment on him, let us 

h j S re °P le ’ f° rvijh him well, and would 
do the fame, if clear. If it he in my Power, fays the 
Quarter-Mafter, both Mafters and Officers of Ships fall 
be earned with us for the future, only to lagul them. 
- d n England. * 

Thence they proceeded to Calicut, where they en- 
deavoured to take a large Moor Ship out of the Road, 
but was presented by fome Guns mounted on 
Shore, anddifeharged at them : Mr. Lafaby, who 
was one of Captain Macbaf Officers, and detained, 

*i!" t ^ e >f c k at Time, and command- 
ed both by the Captain and QuarterMafler of the 
Py rates, to tend the Braces on the Booms, in hopes, 
it was believed, a Shot would take him before they 
got clear asking the Reafon why he was not there 
Deroie . And when he would have excu fed himfelf 
threat ned on the like Neglect to fhoot him; at 
wrnen the other beginning to expo flu late farther, 
and claim their Promife of putting him afliore, 
got an unmerciful beating from the Quarter-Mafter. 
Captain Taylor, who was now Succelfor to England, 

and whofePriviledgeit wastodofo, being lame of 

his Hands, and unable. 

The next Dayir their Paifage down, came up 
with a Dutch Galliot, bound for Calicut with Lime 
Stone, and aboard of her they put Captain Tawh, 
and lent him away, and feveralof the People inter- 
ceeded for Lafaby in vain, For, fays Taylor and hb 
I arty, toe let this Dog go, who has heard our Dcfgns 
and Kefolutfns, we overfet all our well advifed ProjeSlitns, 
and particularly this Supply we are now [echini for , at the 
Hands of the Dutch. 

It was but one Day more before they arrived off 
Cochin, where, by a Fifliing-Canoe, they Pent a Let- 
ter on Shore ; and in the Afternoon, with the Sea- 
breeze, ran into the Road and anchored, fainting 
the For t witn 1 1 Guns each Ship, and received the 

Return 
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Return, in an equal Number ; a good Omen of the 
^elcorhe Reception they found; for at Night there 
c »me cm Board a large Boat* deeply laden vvith 
crefH Prdvifions and Liquors, and with it a Servant 
(of a fayourite Inhabitant) called John Trumpet : He 
tpld them they muft immediately weigh, and run 
farther to the Southward, where they fhould be 
Applied with all Things they wanted, naval Stores 
br Prdvifions. . . _ , 

They Had not been long at Anchor again, before 
they had feveral Canoes on Board with both black 
an d white Inhabitants, who continued. Without In- 
terruption, all good Offices, during their Stay ; 
Particularly JohfTrutnpet brought a large Boat of 
Arrack, than which* nothing could be more plea- 
hng (about oo Legers,) as a Mb 60 Bales of Sugar ; 
a n Offering, its prefumed, from the Governor and 
his Daughter, Who, in Return, had a fine Table- 
Clock fent him, (the Plunder of Captain Madra s 
Ship,) and fhe a large Gold Watch, Earnefts of the 
Pay they defigned to make. 

When they had all On Board, they paid Mr. 
Trumpet to his Satisfaction, it was computed, 6 or 
7 ooo /. gave him three Cheers, t i Guns each Ship, 
a nd throw’d DucatOons into his Boat by hand- 

■hds, for the Boat-Men' to fcramble for. ^ 

That Night being little Wind, did not weigh, 
*od Trumpet, in the Morning, Waked them to the 
Stghtof more Arrack, Chefts of Piece-Goods, and 
feady made Clothes* bringing the Fifcal^ot the 
Place alfo with him. At Noon, while thole were 
On Board, faw a Sail to the Southward, which they 
Weighed, and chaced after; but fhe having a good 
Cffing, got td the Northward of them, and an- 
chored a fmall Diftance from Cochin Fort ; the afoi e- 
^entioned Gentlemen afifuring them, that they 
'Vould not be molefted in taking her ndm under 
*he Caftle, follicited before hand for the buying her, 

I 3 and 
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an d ^dviied-fhetT' -to ftnnri • , i • t , 
iy, to board her bit ! ’ w n °R they did-bold- 
Cable’s length or two of rbl ri £ 16p Caihe Wltilin a 
the Fort fired Sho ™> 

nigh their Muzzels t-W '‘! /10e S ^ ot ^hing 
Road, of the 

chored at Night in f-nm < e southward, and an- 
Trumpet, to engage whfire >^ 

formed them, that £ a few £ * httIe ^ 
was to pafs by commanded K D<l g S ~ ver - y tich Ship 
%’s Brothel anded by the General of Bom- 

WtethSonvenXnS oF /°*fk* Power. 

Suojefls fuftain under one Ih I muft *¥ Mafter ’ s 

treacherous and 'bafe Mean* asm* ■ t ™ ckl f. to p uch 
tr'ftdmgnvith Py rates to enrich Wd^r" 8 ai ] d 
fueh acMan will ftidde at r ' Cer tainly 

«**e a Fortune. He J&Sl '2J lce ^ repair or 
always in his own Hand a i Uillum. 

Re pleafes, m half^S TW S an 1 co,1 *»«*i when 

V M La° e, T^?r e " B ’ 

ploys Inftruments in f uc h dirtv w T™" be im ' 
the Guilt and Shame but 1 Wo % .-expreffes 
Crime. John Trumpet \v as the T ltl 'tigates< the 

J id j n f ie Fable, on another hy D ° S 

fa the ■ , JCCcU ton, What ?.? 

<?*«««»« s**, r„,2 £ ££"• ,*l»* « v«e 
ly fuch Ferquifne r refeinded h C ’ 16 ^ lat{ n °t'on- 
ftatved ;.fhe Virtual. 2^ ?? S . tikrroft 

Day, and only under a ‘ Pi mum^of eVe ' T 

Excellency’s Health ■ P-,r r preiervmg his 

From r„n - J ' Bat Governments differ' 
i^rom Cochin fome wen? for «m#.n ?■ ! 

raTcar dire&Iy • others fdfo ? p j oceedl ug.to.*%^ 

til] thev gotVstore Shin l P -'° per t0 cruize ! 
jority, they ply’ o t ] ’ ^ d thc Q being the Ma- j 

Davlfi* »W D taaS-f “'’T 1 ’ =*«*»« 

Wrd OF thcromKv cal'^ ?, ■*»?«> 

’ 2 c 9«W-net. .get-nighj filhthe. 

Sea 
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Wind, and Night, favouring, they feparated, 
to the Northward, the other to the Southward, 
Rucking to encloffe her between : But to their 
^uonilhrqent, and contrary to Expectation, when 
a y broke, initead of the Chace, found them (elves 
^ EV Pear five Saif of tall Ships, who immediately 
faking a Signal for thePyrates to bear down, put 
^em in thg yimoft C&nfufion, particularly j%/er’s 
,/ u Pj becaufe their Contort was at a Diftance from 
tern, (at leaft three Leagues to the Southward) 
t) . 5e y flood to one another, 'and joined, and. then to- 
farther made the beft of their Way from the' Fleet, 
l0l p they judged to be commanded by Captain 


ffara- of whole Courage having Experience 
ley were glad to fhun any farther Tafle of 
n 11 three Flours Chace, hone of the Fleet gaining 
£ P ° n them, excepting one Grab, their dejefted 
Sustenances cleared up again, the more, in that 
a ! m lucceeded for the Remainder of that Day - 
‘ j n the Night, with thp. Laud Wind, they ran 
meftly oif Shore, and found next Day, to their 
pteat Confolation, that thev had loft Sight of all 

p, "PRis Danger eflaped, they propofed to ipend 
r ‘JimaS: (the Chrtftrpas of 1720) in Carowzing 
v n d Forgetfulnefs, and kept it for three Days in a 
a *ft°h and riotous Way, not only eating, but 
yafting their f'reflj Provisions in fo wretched and 
ttconfiderablo a Manner, that when they had 
.bleed after this to proceed to Mauritivs , they were 
t g th at Paflageat an Allowance of a Bottle ’of. Wa- 


„ r Diem, and not above, two Pounds of Beef 
1, c a fmall Quantity of Rice, for ten Men for a 
lot - " ‘ 
ich on 

bone, but for a Quantity of Arrack and Sugar 


/ y.i fb that had it not been for the leaky Ship, 

V AlC h flPfO f It QT/ umm Tirurn r. ,1 


jj^Rich once they were about to have quitted, and 
Si d , done > Rut for a Quantity of Arrack and Sugar 
>,. i le Rad on Board,) they muft rnoft of them have 
itri med. 


In 
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[n tins Condition they arrived at the Ifland 
Of, about the Middle of February, flieath- 

fi 1 lpH d refitCed , l ' he r,ffo V> and on the *th of April 
one u’/ f VmS / h ' S terrible Infcription on 

t0 / M e n Wa r S ' th ‘ S PUce the V h <>f April, 
togoio Madagascar for Limes , and this, leaf! (like 

Akr' 1 ° f Buflnefs ) any Viiits fliould be 
'fn l 1 1 r Gir ^ f f UCe : H °wever, they did not fail 
„ d ", e f y , .f r Majagafcar, but the Ifland Majcarine, 
and luckily as Rogues could wifh, they found at 

chor of"?" ^ 8th ’/i a F - nu S ue f e Ship at An- 
clior of yo Gun?, but mod of them thrown over- 
board, her Mafts loft, and fo much difabled by a 
?“T they had met with in the Latitude 
of 1 3 South, that fhe became a Prize to the Pv- 
rates, with very little or no Refiftance, and a glo- 
rious one indeed having the Conde de Ericeira, Viceroy 
Of Goa, who made that fruitleis Expedition again# 
th , e Induw > and feveral other Paffengers on 
Board - who, as they could not be ignorant of the 
Treasure fhe had in, did affert, 'that in the Angle 
Article of Diamonds, there was to the Value of 
between three and four Millions of Dollars. 

- The ^ Ice ’ Bo 7 ; w ho came on Board that Morn- 
p X P e£tatl0n f the Shi P s being EngUJh, was 
flaade a Pnfoner, and obliged to ranfomet but in 

Confide, hjs grea(; LofSj £ the Pr ; ze be j n g 

Part his own,) they agreed after fome Demurrings, 
to accept of 2D oo Dollars, and fet him and the 
, other Pnfoners afhore, with Promifes to leave a 

m,S , hf Tran . f P ort themfelves, becaufe 
he Ifland was not thought in a Condition to maintain 

£ S reat a N ^ b f r ’ and thc> ’ they had learned 
from them, the Account of an Oftender being to 
Leeward of the Ifland, which they took on that 
information, (being formerly the Greyhound Galley 
pt London,) and could conveniently have comply’d 
with fo reafonable a Reqijeft j yet they fent the 
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Gflender with fome of their People to Madagafcar , 
with News of their Succefs, and to prepare Mails 
Lor the Prize and followed themfelves loon after, 
without regard to the Sufferers, carrying -.200 Mo- 
zambique Negroes with them in the Portuguefe Ship. 

Madagafcar is an Ifland larger than Great- Britain, 
of it within the Tropick of Capricorn, and lays 
from the Eaftern Side of Africa : It abounds 
with Provifions of all Sorts, Oxen, Goats, Sheep, 
Poultry, Fifh, Citrons, Oranges, Tamarinds, Dates, 
Coco-Nuts, Bananas, Wax, Honey, Rice or in 
ftort; Cotton, Indigo, or any other Thing they 
will take Pains to plant, and have Underftanding 
to manage : They have likewife Ebony, a hard Wood 
bice Brafil, of which they make their Lances and 
Cum of feveral Sorts, Benzin, Dragon’s Blood, 
Aloes, &c. What is mod: incommodious, are the 
Numerous Swarms of ‘ Locufts on the Land,, and 
Crocodiles or Alligators in their Rivers. Hither, 
hi St. Auguflin’ s Bay, the Ships fometimes touch 
for Water, when they take the inner Paflage for 
J »dia, and do not defigii to flop at Johanna *, and we 
naay obferve from the fixth general Voyage fet 
forth by the Eafl-India Company, in Confirmation 
nf what is hereafter laid in Relation to Currents 
jn general that this inner PaiTage or Channel, 
has its Northern and Southern Currents ftron- 
geft where 1 the Channel is narroweft, and is lets, 
and varies on different Points of the Compafs, as 
the Sea comes to fpread again, in the Pafliige crofs 
the Line. 

Since the Difcovery of this Ifland by the Portu- 
Z ue fe, A D. i^O( 5 , the Europeans , and particularly 
Pyrates, have increafed a dark Mulatto Race there, 
tho’ ftill few in Comparifon with the Natives, 
who are Negroes, with curled fhort Hair, Atbive, 
R ud formerly reprelented malicious and revenge- 
ful, now tradable and communicable, perhaps ow- 

I 4 in g 
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*4 u q L\ F S°y rs fr ^ d - 

ceived from -thef© /Fellows wKr. r - Be , have, re- 
Friendfhip, , and ,ca n, ,an y. foigleMan o?Jh 1 p0/Eble 
mand a Guard, of 2 or 300 ft ,? f , them ’ co «- 
This is;. farther the 

with them becaufe the Tflnnri u • 5 C P cu ^ tjv ate 

petty Governments and Comm diviciea into- 
fettled here, who are rnwsm n nd n the p y rates, 
have little Caftles of their/o^ 6 ? 6Number ’ and/ 

where-ever they, think fit to fide’' Moderate: 

they found^XZ 1 ^ ^^' Prize hcr G 
Xrici,, for they, ** Men l 

rile upon them-, and ( as . thev^WI* 11 ? 1 Drmlr * 
carried the Shin to Mn-H / • * y ' , ard afterwards) : 
nor ordered hef for GoT**^' 3 W ' bspcti the Cover- 

and divided thefr^PfonS ^ 

monds a Man, ordn fofs ‘n 42 ' fma11 Dia ’ 
their Magnitude An ient, ° n accordi "g to, 

who ha,d on ly, oae iftSf 01 3 m L er . ry FeIlow >- 

cguaL ini Value to. 42 - fmall mS as . bem S i ud Sect, 
at the Lot, and *£t 

ijweannsm after ward s j, . , lp In a Morter. 

43“ Sparks.. ■ 1C > ne lard, into- 

theTSeclt "llr « f L2«7 S t' Ha ®<> <* 

Treafnre, in’, heir Po YJ ? Z »}\ b f ldes °*«. 

-» «£» Old “?%•* 

mutual Agreements tbe-lonea r r* Mada & a f c *r, on, 
The Refidue havina S LlVers to take all. 

two Ships, the being leaky^ftP^^ T fon ' 

the- Men (as many, as won fin ^P w as burnt,, 

janaray under- thei Gomim ri into tha- Caf-. 

?C **»► “ho 4 

difpefe of: their. Diamnn3<t ® either for Cochin, to- 
amonds- among their old Friends, 

tha 
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the . Dutch', or elfe for the /fill- or China Seas,- to 
avoid the Men of War, that continually clamou-. 
ted in their Ears, a Noile of Danger, and giv<t 
the little- Account we are able, of that Squadron, 
who arrived in India', early in the Year 1721. 

. -At Cape Good Hope, in June, the Commadore met, 
' Vl th a Letter, which was left- for him by the Go- 
vernor of Madras, to whom it was wrote by the Go- 
vernor of Pandicherry, a French Factory, on the Coro- 
Rondel Coaft, fignifyjng., the Pyrates at- the Writing 
P it, were then ftrongih tile Indian Seas, having 1 r 
a d and 1500 Men, but that many of them went 
away about that Time, for the Coaft of Brazil' and' 
Hpnca - others fettled and fortified themfelves at 
ddagafear, Mauritius , Johanna and Mohilla : And 
at others under Conden, in a Ship called the Dra- 
t , 00p a 'arge Moors Vellel, coming from PuA- 
1 ? and M°cho, with, thirteen Lackies of Rupees on 
«oard, ( u eo 1300000 half Crowns,) who having 
awxded the Plunder, burnt their Ship and Prize, 
aid iat down quietly with their other Friends at 
■Madagascar. 

. , 7 ?be Account contain’d feveral' other Tilings 

'Which we have before related Commadore 

Matthews, upon receiving this Intelligence, and be- 
ig rand' of the Service he came out for, haftened 
0 thofe Ifl'ands, as die moft- hopeful Places of 
Jvrr™ i atSt - Mary's would have engaged England 
1 Promiles of Favour, if he would comrau- 

Wh 'f he , tnew > concerning the . Ca (fan dr a, 
and the reft of the Pyrates, and affift in the Pilo. 

< g e 3 but England was wary, and thought this 
, Y a J , to farender at Difcretion, fo they took up the 

Sh, P-’- Guns that was burnt ? and r he Men 
a , ar ddperfed themfelves on feveral Voyages 
? Ciuifes afterwards, as was thought likelieft 
succeed, tho* to no Purpofe : Then the. Squa- 

dro 0 


x 3 8 Of Capu England . 

tZ T? d0W 'l t0 were fluted by the 

Fort, and came home. 1 

The Pyrates, I mean thofe of the Cafftandra, now 
Captam Taylor , fitted the Portuguefe Man of War 
and relolved upon another Voyage to the T»A;f 
not w ithftanding the Riches they had heaped up 
but as they were preparing to fail they heard of 
the four Men of War coming after them to thofe 
tb ? y alter ed their Minds, fail’d for 
n aMZ 0t ^f rtca i and P u t in at a little Place 
thS River de Sp>ritu Sanaa, on 
4 -Lr Z r ™, M ™ omota P*> in 26° South Latitude. 
They beheved t his to be a Place of Security, i n 
regard that the Squadron could not poifibly get 
Intelligence of them, there being noCorrefpon- 
dence over Land, nor any Trade carried on by 
Sea between that and the Cape, where the Men 
of War were then fuppofed to be. The Pyrates 
came to in the Evening, and were furprized with a 
ew ot from the Shore, not knowing of any 
Fortjfication or Tyrolean Settlement in that Part of 
the World ; fo they anchored at a Diftance that 
r a " d Perceiving, in the Morning, a fmall 
Foit of fix Guns, they run up to it and bat- 
tered it down. 

r I h , iS , F °^ was buIlt and fettled by the Dutch 
Left- India Company, a few Months before for 

what Purpofe, I know not, and having left i <o 
Men upon the Place, they were then dwindled to a 
third Part by Sicknefs and Cafualties, and never 
after received any Relief or Neceffaries • fo that 
Sixteen of thofe that were left, upon their hum- 
ble Petition, were admitted on Board the Pyrates 
and all the reft would have had the fame Favour 
(they laid) had they been any other than Dutch. 

1 mention this, as an Inftance of their Ingratitude 
who had been fo much obliged to their Country- 
men for Support. 1 

Here 
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Here they ftaid above four Months, carreened 
jboth their Ships, and took their Diverfions with 
Security, till they had expended all their Provi- 
sions, and then put to Sea, leaving confiderable 
Quantities of Mullins, Chintzes, and fuch Goods 
behind, to the half ftarved Dutch Men, which en- 
abled them to make good Pennyworths to the next 
that came, to whom they bartered for Provifions, 
at the Rate of three Farthings an Engli(h Yard. 

They left Delagoa the latter End of December 
*722, but not agreeing where, or how to proceed, 
they concluded to part, fo thole who were for con- 
tinuing that fort of Life, went on Board the Portu- 
guefe Prize, and fleered for Madagafcar to their 
Friends, with whom I hear they are now fettled ; 
and the reft took the Caftdndra and failed for the 
Spanijh Weft-Indies. The Mermaid Man of War hap- 
pening then to be down on the Main with a Convoy, 
about 30 Leagues from thefe Pyrates, would have 
gone and attacked them:, but on a Coniultation 
of the Mafters, whole Safety he was particularly 
to regard, they agreed their own Protection was of 
prore Service than deftroying the Pyrate, and lo 
the Commander was unwillingly withheld. He dif- 
patched a Sloop to Jamaica, with the News, which 
brought down the Lance pan, only a Day, or two, too 
late, they having juft before he came, furrendered 
with all their Riches, to the Governor of Porta 
fie Ho. . 

Here they late down to fpend the Fruits of their 
dilhoneft Induftry, dividing the Spoil and Plunder 
of Nations among themlelves, without the leart 
Remorfe or Compunction, fatisfying their Conflu- 
ence with this Salvo, that other People would 
have done as much, had they the like Opportu- 
nitiess. I can’t lay, but that if they had known 
what was doing in England, at ihe fame Time by 
the South-Sea Directors, and their Directors, they 

would 
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would certainly have had v> a n. 

Corilolation, viz. 'That what e f ' or dbeir 

committed , they might be pretty hue the y hat 

greatejl Villains the n livingl ™ ^ 

ft is. a difficult Matter fn 
ot the Mifclriel that was done 
a boat five. Years Time which ’ , s Crew, m 
the Plunder they- gained for f? m - UC -r more f ^ a « 
burnt the VeflM bunk or 
or Circ„mftS^Sae?? 8d ^ &*-' 
vmg Intelligen^Tpmetimes beemW'TJ 8 " r 
Jeave Men to navigate them t , y d,d n °f 
out of Wantonnefsf or- beca^fe rb ° ther Tl ' mes 
fed at the Mailer’s- Behavio^ ' Z W<?re di ^a- 
it was but to give the Word o n r any °b th'ele, 
and Cargoes to the Bottom of tfe sla ^ Went Shi A s 

wd r e h it4 ^ 1 - - 

difperfed themfelves elfeXl t K Pla “» 

were flapp’d about November hk ^ ^ ° f them 
South -Sc a Company’s AffieSo SI™™ “ , 0ne of th « 
Ship- wreck’d Men, came to • P>:> aild paded for 
in other Ve® b , 

to England this Spring from thnt m <d !£ t came 
that Captain T^hr has taken a ^ 1S: fa! ' d 

'Spamjh Service, and commaSed S ^'® 011 in th ? 

that lately attack’d of 

in the Bay o E Honduras. * ^ L ° 8 ' A ood Cutters, 
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Captain Charles Vane, 
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\Haries Vane was one of thole who ftole away 
the Silver which the Spaniards had filhed up 

from the Wrecks of the Galleons, in the 

Gulph of Florida , and was at Providence (as has 
been before hinted) when Governor Rogers arrived 
there with two Men of War. 

All the Pyrates who were found at this Colony 
°f Rogues, fubmitted, and received Certificates of 
their Pardon, except Captain Vane and his Crew j 
who, -as- fifen "as they law the Men of War enter, 
flipp’d their Cable, fet Fire to a Prize they had in 
the Harbour, and failed out with their pyraticaf 
Colours', flying, firing 'at’one of the Men of War as 
they went off. 

Two Days alter they went out, they met with 
a Sloop belonging to Barbados's, which they made 
Arize of, and kept theVelTel for their own Ufe, 
Putting aboard five and twenty Hands, with one 
feats to command them. A Day or two after- 
wards they fell in with a frMll interloping Trader, 
with a Quantity of Spanijh Pieces of Eight aboard, 
bound into Providence, called the John and Elizabeth , 

which 
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two Sloops Jvln° went toa faaim^T ’ thgl ® 

where they flared theft Boo i dea ? ed ’ 

Time m a riotous Manner of r'fv; d *? en< ; fome 
ftom of Pyrates. V113 S> as is the Cu- 

Lhe letter End of ALav /■‘dj 

being in want of Provifions th™ l Y fai dj and 
Windward Wands and m.V J beat „ U P for the 
bound from Porto Rico to the AT 1 * Sloop 

burnt, and flowed the w, • j avana -> vvhich they 
' them to get to the fland hvS ?■ 1 B ° at ’ and Jeft 
fel. But" fleering Vef ' 

gmlla , they fell in with r,-- gophers and An~ 
with the Cargo and a SIooR 

got Provifions for Sea-Store ’ ^ wh ° m the ^ 

in S r e T™f4?S| a ? d 7^ the 

Ipsgipss 

^saaast'sasst 

wSnr S wt^ s^t'tho o! T i,der ’ * ad ™’ 

half cleared the Ship, the t5 

then they would not have her • fn 
his Ship again and he »£ aPrSfZ^Lr 
his Voyage home. In this C«S*J*SJSb 
feveral other Shins and , r took 

Sloop from BtrkJm, ' m M jftL’ • T S f!? • “ 

fet pH ^ s -Sns 

Brigan- 
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Brigantine aboard of Teat ’ s VefTel, by which Mean® 
they came back again to the right Owners. 

For Captain Vane, having always treated his 
Confort with very little Refpeft, aifuming a Supe- 
riority over Teats and his fmall Crew, and regar- 
ding the VefTel but as a Tender to his own ; gave 
them a Difguft, who thought themfelves as good 
Byrates, and as great Rogues as the beft of them; 
fo they caball’d together, and refolvedto take the 
firft Opportunity to leave the Company ; and accept 
of his Majefty’s Pardon, or fet up for themfelves, 
either of which they thought more honourable than 
to be Servants to the former ; and the putting 
aboard fo many Negroes, where they found fo few 
Hands to take Care" of them, ftill aggravated the 
Matter, though they thought fit to conceal or ftifle 
their Refentments at that Time. 

A Day or two afterwards, the Pyrates lying off 
fit Anchor, Teats in the Evening flipp’d his Cable, 
and put his VefTel under Sail, ftanding into the 
Shore ; which, when Vane law, he was highly pro- 
voked, and got his Sloop under Sail to chafe his 
Contort, who, he plainly perceived, had a Mind to 
have no further Affairs with him : Vane's Brigan- 
tine failing beft, he gained Ground of Teats, and 
Would certainly have come up with him, had he 
had a little longer Run for it; but juft as he got oyer 
the Bar, when Vane came within Gun-fhot ot him, 
he fired a Broadfide at his old Friend, (which did 
him no Damage,) and fo took his Leave. 

Teats came into North Ediflo River, about ten 
Leagues Southward ot Charles-Totvn, and lent an 
Fxprefs to the Governor, to know if he and his 
Comrades might have the Benefit of his Majefty’s 
Pardon, and they would furrender themfelves to 
his Mercy, with' the Sloops and Negroes ; which, 
being granted, they all came up aad received Cer- 
tificates L 


'*44 vf Capt. Charles Vane 

rate /<*,, and air„, * M feme o( lS mL 'v^ 
they were Prifoners on Board of £m ’ , , 

the Py rates lay, they fcould clet i "o^e of 
J^vers to the Southward : he altered hk a 
pefign, and inftead of handing to the Not thwarf 
3J1 puriuit of the Pyrate in Can/Y ’ 

ed n fuch Report' V ‘Y d ’ Vh£ ha d Sde Z 

lend any Force that iLfdToSfc S”* ” 
a wrong Scent ; for in 

the Northward, fo that the Pm-fiiif- , ‘f 

the contrary Way Puiflut proved t0 ** 

vneieas, nv the Colonel’s going a different Wav hi 
not 'Only loft the Opportunity 6f meSn" f,’i h 

; have 
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have miffed of him likewife : However, the Collo- 
■ ne l having fearched the Rivers and Inlets, as di- 
^efted, for feveral Days, without Succefs, at length 
a hed in Profecution of his firft Defign, and met 
With the Pyrate accordingly, whom he fought and 
took- as has been before fpoken of, in the Hiftory of 
dajor Bonnet. 

Captain Cane went into an Inlet to the North- 
ward, where he met with Gaptaiu Thatch , or Teach $ 
^therwife call’d Black-heard, whom he faluted (when 
ho found who he was) with his great Guns, loaded 
With Shot, (as is the Cuftom among Pyrates when 
f Q y meet) which ate fired wide, or up into the Air : 
R'-ack-beard anfwered the Salute in the' fame Manner,- 
a jid mutual Civilities palled for fonte Days •, when 
(P°ut the Beginning of Oihher, Vane took Leave, and 
3-iIed further to the Northward. 

On the 23 d of Ottober, off of Long Ifland , he took 
1 fmall Brigantine, bound from Jamaica to Salem 
l 1 ? dV no-England, John Shattock Mafter, and a- little 
• °°P } they rifled the Brigantine, and fent her 
*W;ay; From hence they refolved on a Cruize be- 
Ween Cape Meife and Cape Nicholas , where they 
1 ? e ot lomeTime, without feeing or {peaking with 
!. n y V effel, till the latter End of November y then they 
e 'l upon a Ship, which ’twas expetted would have 1 
, r nck as fbon as their black Colours were hoifted y 
inftead of that, fhe difeharged aBroadfide upon 
he Pyrate, and hoifted Colours, which fhewed her 
0 be a French Man of War. Vane defired to have 
^othing further to fay to her, biff trimm’d his 
_ ai ! s s and flood away from the French Man but 
pLonficur having a Mind to be better informed who 
'(as, fet all his Sails, and crowded after him. 
uring this Chace, the Pyrates were divided in 
/W' 1 ' Refblutions what to do : Vane, the Captain* 
as for making off as faft as he could, alledging 
K the' 
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the Man of War was too ftrong to cope with ; but 
one John Rackam, who was an Officer, that had a 
kind of a Check upon the Captain, role up in De- 
fence of a contrary Opinion, faying. That tho ’ Jhe 
had more Guns, and a greater Weight of Mettal , they 
might board her , and then the beji Boys would carry the 
Day. Rackam was well feconded, and the Majority 
was for boarding • but Vane urged. That it was too 
rajh and defperate an Enterprise, the Man of War ap- 
pearing to be twice their Force ; and that their Brigan- 
tine might be funk by her before they could reach on board • 
The Mate, one Robert Deal , was of Vane'% Opinion, 
as were about fifteen more, and all the reft joined 
with Rack am, the Quarter-Mafter. At length the 
Captain made uft of his Power to determine this 
Ddpute, which, in theft Cafes, is abfolute and un- 
controulable, by their own Laws, vis. in fighting , 
chafing, or being chafed ; in all other Matters whatio- 
eyer, he is governed by a Majority fo the Brigan- 
tine having the Heels, as they term it, of the French 
Man, ffie came clear off. 

But the next Day, the Captain’s Behaviour was 
obliged to ftand the Teft of a Vote, and a Re- 
folution paffed againft his Honour and Dignity, 
branding him with the Name of Coward, depo- 
fmg him from the Command, and turning him 
out of the Company, with Marks of Infamy ; 
and, with him, went all thofe who did not Vote for 
boarding the French Man of War. They had with 
them a fmall Sloop that had been taken by them 
kme Time before, which they gave to Vane, and 
the difearded Members ; and, that they might be 
in a Condition to provide for themftlves, by their 
own honeft Endeavours, they let them have a fuf- 
ficient Quantity of Provifions and Ammunition along 
with them. 
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. John Rackam was voted Captain of the Brigantine, 
lnfA «f’s Room, and proceeded towards the Caribbee 
Ifiands, where we muft leave him, till we have 
hniflied our Story of Charles Vane. 

^ 1 he Sloop failed for the Bay of Honduras, and 
h ane and his Crew put her into as good a Condi- ^ 
^°n as they could by the Way, to follow the old 
Trade. They cruifed two or three Days off the 
T T orth-Weft Part of Jamaica, and took a Sloop and 
two Pettiagas, and all the Men entered with them; 
^te Sloop they kept, and Robert Deal went Captain 
°f her. 

. On the 1 6th of December the two Sloops came 
the Bay, where they found only one at an 
yfichor, call’d the Pearl, of Jamaica, Captain Charles 
*°p>ling Mafter, who gpr under Sail at the Sight of 
f hem ; but the Pyrate Sloops coming near Rowling , 
an d Ihewing no Colours, he gave them a Gun or 
Tvo • whereupon they hoifted the black Flag, and 
*V" e d three Guns each, at the Pearl ; fhe ftruck, and 
the Pyrates took Poffeffion, and carried her away 
t( j ) a fmall Illand called Barnacko, and there they 
O caned, meeting in the Way with a Sloop from 
Jamaica, Captain Wallden Commander, going down 
to the Bay, which they alfo made Prize of. 

^n February , Vane failed from Barnacko, in order 
° r a Cruize ; but fome Days after he was out, a 
^'olent Turnado overtook him, which feparated 
iim from his Confort, and after two Days Diftrefs, 
hrew his Sloop upon a fmall uninhabited Iffand, 
p? ar the Bay of Honduras . , where fhe was ftaved to 
’ e ces, and moft of her Men drowned : Vane him- 
e 'f vvas faved, but reduced to great Streights, for 
"'ant of Necelfaries, having no Opportunity to get 
Jpy Thing from the Wreck. He lived here fome 
weeks, and vvas fubfifted chiefly by Fifhermen, 
v ho frequented the lfland with fmall Craft, from 
le Main, to catch Turtles, &c. 

K 1 Whik 
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While Fane was upon this Illand, a Ship putin 
Ixom Jamaica for Water, the Captain of which, one 
Holjord, an old Buccaneer, happened to be Fane's 
Acquaintance 5 he thought this a good Opportu- 
nity to get olf and accordingly applied to his old 
Friend ; but he abfolutely retufed him, faying to 
him Charles, I fhan’t trutt you aboard my Ship^zm- 
icfs I cany you a Pr finer ; for I fall have you caballing 
wnh my Men, knock me on the Head, and run away with 
my Ship a pyratmg. Fane made all the Proteftations 
ot Honour in the World to him ; but, it teems 
Captain Holford was too intimately acquainted with 
him to repofe any Confidence at all in his Words 

? r „ at ^ S ‘r? e / t( j ld h i m ’, He m ^ ht ea f lly fi nd * Way 

to get off, tf he had a Mind to it : lam now going down 
the Say, lays he and fall return hither, % %m a 
Month," and if I find you upon the Iflknd when J come 
back, I ll carry you to Jamaica, and hang you. Which 
Way can I get away ? Anfivers F tne. Are there not 
Eifhermens Bones upon- the Beach ? Cant you take one of ' 
them? Replies Holford. What, fays Fane, would yoi 
have me fieal a Dory then ? Do you make it a Matter of 
Confidence? Said Holford, to fieal a Dory, when you have 
been a common Robber and Pjrate, fiealma Ships and Car- 
goes, and plundering all Mankind that fell m your Wav’ 

fo foft him h d ify ° U f ° •• And ' 

After Captain Holford’s Departure, another Ship 
put m to the lame Illand in her Way home for 
Water; none of whole Company knowing Fane, 
he eafily patted upon them for another Man, and i 
to was hipp’d for the Voyage. One would be apt 
to think that Fane was now pretty fafe, and like- 
Jy to eicape the Fate which his Crimes had me- 

r!,-nfo n U nr h / e / e j a CrGfs Accident happen’d that 
1 ,1 ^ returBin S the Bay, was met r 

with by this Ship ; the Captains being very well j 
acquainted together, Holford. was invited to dine j 

aboard 
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aboard of him, which he did ; and as he palfed a- 
long to the Cabin, he chanced to call: his Eye down 
the Hold, and there law Charles F we at work ; he 
immediately Ipoke to the Captain, faying. Do you 
know who you have got aboard here ? Why y f*ys he, / 
have flipp'd a Man at fiuch an Ifland, who was cask away 
in a trading Sloop, he fieems to be a brisk Hand. I tell 
you, lays Captain Holford, it is Vane the notorious 
By-rate. If it be him, replies the other, 1 won’t keep 
him: Why then , lays Holford, Til fend and . take him 
aboard, an d furrender him at Jamaica. Which being 
agreed to, Captain Holford, as foon as he returned 
to his Ship, lent his Boat with his Mate armed, 
who coming to Fane, Ihewed him a Piftol, and told 
him. He was his Prifoner ; which none oppofing, he 
Was brought aboard, and put in Irons; and when 
Captain H°lford arrived at Jamaica, he delivered 
bis old Acquaintance into the Hands of Juftice ; 
at which Place he was try’d, convifted, and exe- 
cuted, as was, fome Time before, Fane s Conloit, 
Robert Deal, brought thither by one of the Men of 
War. 



K 3 


chap: 



150 


CHAP. VII. 


O F 




in John Rack am, 

And Ins C re w. 


^ H I S 'John Radam, as has been mentioned 
in the laft Chapter, was Quarter-Matter 
to Fane's Company, till they were divided 
and Fane turned out for refufing to board and fight 
the French Man of War- then Racl am was voted 
Captain Oi that Divifion that remained in the Bri- 
gantine. The 24th of November 1718, was the firft 
Hay of his Command, and his firft Cruize was 
among the Caribbee //lands, where he took and plun- 
der’d leveral Veffels. 

We have already taken Notice, that when Cap- 
tain ilVoodes ^ Rogers went to the Maud of Providence, 
with the King’s Pardon to fuch as ihould furren- 
er, this Brigantine, which Radam now comm an- 
ded, made its Efcape, thro' another Paffage, bid- 
ding Defiance to Mercy. 

- To Windward or' Jamaica, a Madera Man fell 
into the Pyrates Way, which they detained two 
or three Days, till they had made their Market out 
ot her, and then gave her back to the Matter, and 
permitted one Hofea Tifdell . , a Tavern-Keeper at 
Jamaica, who had been pick’d up in one of their 

Prizes, 
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Prizes, to depart in her, Ihe being then bound for 

that I {land. . rtnoii ifland 

After this Cruize, they went into a .final 1 Ifland 

and cleaned, and lpent their Chnflm* afliore,dn - 
* n g and carouttng as long as they na any tt 
left, and then went to Sea again for more, where 
they fucceeded but too well, thought ey 
extraordinary Prize, for above two Months, ex 
cept a Ship laden with Thieves from Newgate 
bound for the Plantations, which, in a few ’Days, • 

retaken with all her Cargo, by an Enghjh Man ot 
War 

Radam flood off towards the Ifland of Burmudas, 
and took a Ship bound to England from Carolina, 
and a fmall Pink from New- England, and brought 
them to the Bahama Iflands, where with the Pitch, 
Tar, and Stores, they clean d again, and refitted 
their own Veffel } but flaying too long in that 
Neighbourhood, Captain Rogers, who was G< o\ rer- 
nor of Providence, hearing of thefe Ships being a- 
ken, fent out a Sloop well maim’d and arm d, 
which retook both the Prizes, and in the mean 
while the Pyrate had the good Fortune to el- 

Ca Fr'om hence they failed to the Back of Cuba, 
where Radam kept a little kin o a ;mp Y, .. 
Which Place, they ftaid a confiderable Time li- 
ving alhore with their Dalilahs, till their Money 
and Proviflon were expended and then they con- 
cluded it Time to look out : They repaired to their 
Veffel, and was making ready to put Sea, when a 
Guard* del Cofta came in with a fmall Englfi Sloop, 
which fee had taken as an Interloper on the Coafl. 
The Spanifh Guardlhip attack'd the Pyrate, but 
Radam being clofe in behind a little Ifland flie 
could do but little Execution where Ihe lay, there- 
fore the Spaniard warps into the Channel that n.ve- 
nine. in order* to make fure of her the next Mor- 
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r?nv lnmwvr ndin f r iS Cafe def P erat '- hard- 

the foil n • of Raping, refblved .to attempt 

the following Enterpnze : The Sp^ifi p rize lying 

for better Security clofe into the Land between 

Crew**? I il an t and the , Main i ***** takes his 
Ciew mto the Boat, with their Piftois and Cut- 

pS?n°"? 8 ■ Idat,d * aild fads aboard their 

Prize filenJy in the dead of the Night, without be- 

jng chfcovered, telling the Spaniards that were 
aboarchofher that if they lpoke a Word, or made 

e A? r 0lf& h^ hey Were dead Men, and To be- 
her Cih| after ’ whenthis vvas done, he flipt 

of War wnTf -T ° Ut tG S f a: The Spanifli Man 
v°w 5 • f ? f tent u P° n th ? ir expgaed Prize 

te - he J f ,ndednoth,1 T elfe, and aiibon as Day 
i / ’ made .a furious Fire upon the empty Sloop 7 
but it was not long before they were rightly ap- 

Foolf 'f f he , fatter i md curbed themfolves for 
Tools to be bit out of a good rich Prize, as foe 

H,°n d ^ r? have n9thin S but an old err cy 
fiulj m the room of her. * 

, aild his Cr ew had no Occa'fion to be dif- 

?on)f d a r th % Exch , an g^ that enabled them to 
coptmue fome Time longer in a Way of Life that 
fuited their depraved Tempers : In Augufi i 72 o • we 
find h'm at Se» again, leering the ffarboha ’and 
Inlets of the North and Weft Parts of -Jamaica 
where he took feveral fmal] Craft, which proved 
no gieat Booty to the Rovers, but they hgd but 
few Men, and therefore they were obliged to 
run at low Game, till they- could eucreafe their 
Company. 

Iii the Beginning of September, they took feven 
or eight Fifomg-Boatsin Harbour Ifland, Hole their 
Nets and other Tackle, and then went off the 
freneh Part of Hifpanola, and landed, and took 
Cattle away, with two or three French Men thev 
r :ound near the Water-Side, hunting of wild flogs 

in 
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in the Evening : The French Men came on Board, 
whether by Confent or Compflfion, I can’t fay.. 
They afterwards plundered two Sloops, and re- 
turned to Jamaica, on the North Coaft of which 
Ifland, near Porto Maria Bay, they took a Scooner, 
Thomas Spenlow Mafter ■, it was then the 19th of 
OEiober. The next Day, Rackam feeing a Sloop in 
f ry Harbour Bay, he flood in and fired a Gun 
the Men all run afoore, and he took the Sloop 
and Lading, but when thole afoore found them to be 
Pyrates, they haded the Sloop, and let them know 
they were all willing to corne aboard of them. 

Rackam s coafting the Ifland in this Manner, pro- 
ved fatal to him, for Intelligence came to the uo- 
vernor, of his Expedition, by a Canoa which he 
bad furprized afoore, in Ocho Bay ■, upon which a 
Sloop was immediately fitted out, and font round 
the Ifland in queft of him, commanded by Cap- 
tain Barnet, with a good Number of Hands. Ra- 
ckam rounding the Ifland, and drawing near the 
Weftermoft Point, called Point Negril, law a fmall 
Pettiauger, vvhich at fight of the Sloop, run 
afoore and landed her Men ■, when one of them 
hailed her, Anfwer was made. They were Englifh 
Men, and deftred the Pettiauger’s Men to come on 
Board, and drink a Bowl of Punch, which they 
were prevailed upon to do accordingly the Com- 
pany came all aboard of the Pyrate, confifting of 
nine Perfons, in an ill Hour } they were armed 
With Muskets and Cutlafhes, but, what was their 
real Defign by lo doing, I Ihall not take upon me 
to fay • but they had" no fooner laid down their 
Arms, and taken up their Pipes, but Earned s Sloop, 
which was in Purfuit of Rackam s, came in Sight. 

The Pyrafes finding foe flood dire&ly towards 
her, fear'd the Event, and weighed their Anchor, 
which they but lately let go, and flood off : Cap- 
tain Barnet gave them Chace, and having the Ad- 
vantage 
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vantage of little Breezes of Wind, which blew off 
the Land, came up with her, and, after a very 
irnall Difpute, took her, and brought her into Port 
Royal, in Jamaica- 

In about a Fortnight after the Prifoners were 
brought afhore, viz.. November 1 6, 1720, a Court 
• of Admiralty was held at St. Jago de la Fega, be- 
fore which the following Perfons were convicted, 
and Sentence of Death paffed upon them, by the 
Prefident, Sir Nicholas Laves, viz,. John Rackam Cap- 
tain, George Fetherflon Mafter, Richard Corner Quarter- 
Mafter, John Davis, John Howell, Patrick Carty, Tho- 
mas Earl, James Dobbin arid Noah Harwood. The 
five firft were executed the next Day at Gallows 
Point , at the Town of Port Royal, and the reft, the 
Day after, at Kin; ft on ; Rackam, Feverflon and Corner, 
were afterwards taken down and hang’d up in 
Chains, one at Plumb Point , one at Bujh Key, and 
the other at Gun Key. 

But what was very furprizing, was, the Con- 
viction of the nine Men that came aboard the 
Sloop the fame Day fhe was taken. They were 
try’dat an Adjournment of the Court, on the 24th 
of January, waiting all that Time, it is luppofed, for 
Evidence, to prove the pyratical Intention of go- 
ing aboard the laid Sloop •, for it feems there was 
no^ACl of Pyracy committed by them, after their 
coming on Beard, as appeared by the WitneiTes 
againft them, who were two French Men taken by 
Rackam, off from the Illand of Hifpaniola, and de- 
pofed in the following Manner. 

‘ That the Prifoners at the Bar, viz,. John Eaton, 

1 Edward Warner, Thomas Baker, Thomas Quick, John 
c Cole, Benjamin Palmer , Walter Roufe, John Hanfon , 

« and John Howard, came aboard the Pyrate’s Sloop 
1 at Negril Point, Rackam fending his Canoe afhore 
c for that Purpofe: That they brought Guns and 
c Cutlalhes on Board with them: That when Cap- 
tain 
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tain Barnet chafed them, fome were drinking, 
and others walking the Deck : That there was a 
gvfeat Gun and a fmall Arm fired by the Pviate 
Sloop, at Captain Barnet 1 s Sloop, when^ he chafed 
her and that when Captain Barnet's Sloop fired 
at Rackarris Sloop, the Prifoners at the Bar went 
down under Deck. That during the Time Cap- 
tain Barnet chafed them, fome of the Pufoners 
at the Bar (but which of them he could not telly 
helped to vow the Sloop, in order to efcape from 
Barnet : That they all feemed to be conforted to- 
gether. 

This was the Subftance ot all that was evidenced 
gainft them, the Prifoners anfwered in their De- 
fence, ‘ That they had no Witneffes : That they 
had bought a Pettiauger in order to go a Turtle- 
ir.g • and being at Negril Point , and juft got afhoie, 
they faw a Stoop with a white Pendant coming 
towards them, upon which they took their Arms, 
and hid themfelves in the Bullies : That one ot 
them hail’d the Sloop, who anfwer’d, They were 
Englifh Men, and defired them to come aboard 
and drink a Bowl of Punch •, which they at firft 
refufed, but afterwards with much perfwafion, 
they went on Board, in thb Sloop’s Canoe, and 
left their own Pettiauger at Anchor : I hat t hey 
had been buta fhort Time on Board, whenCap- 
tain Barnet 1 ?, Sloop heaved in Sight: That Rackam 
ordered them to help to weigh the Sloop s An- 
chor immediately, which they all refufed : That 
Rackam ufed violent Means to oblige them ; and 
that when Captain Barnet came up with them, 
1 they all readily and willingly fubmitted. 

When the Prifoners were taken from the Bar, 
find the Perfons prefent being withdrawn, the 
Court confidered the Prifoners Cafes, and the Ma- 
jority of the Commiflioners being of Opinion, 

that they were all Guilty of the Pyracy and Fe- 
' loxy 
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lonly they were charged with, which was, the giv- 
ing over with a pyratical and felonious Intent to John Ri> 
ckam, &c. then notorious Fyrates, and by them knorn 
to be fo, they all received Sentence ot Death- 
which every Body muft allow proved fomewhat 
unlucky to the poor Fellows. 

On the 1 7th of February, John Eaton, Thomas Quick 
and Thomas Baker, were executed' at Gallows Point 
at Tort Royal, and the next Day John Cole, John Ho- 
ward and Benjamin Palmer, were executed ar Kingflon- 
whether the other three were executed afterwards 7 
or not, I ne ver heard. 

Two other Pyrates were try’d that belonged to 
Rackam ’ s Crew, (land being convifred, were brought 
up, and asked if either of them had any Thino : to 
fay why Sentence of Death 'Ihould not pafs upon 
them, in like Manner as had been done to all the 
reft and both of them pleaded their Bellies, be- 
ing quick with Child, and pray’d that Execution 
might be flay’d, whereupon the Court palfed Sen- 
tence, as in Cafes of Pyracy, but ordered them 
back, till a proper Jury Ihould be appointed to en- 
quire into the Matter. 
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The LIFE of M ary Read, 

XTO W wfe are to begin a Hiftory full of fur- 
i\l prizing Turns and Adventures } I mean, that 
Of Mary Read and Anne Bonny , alias Bonn , which 
■were the true Names of thefe two Pyrates } the 
odd Incidents of their rambling Lives are iuch, 
that fome may be tempted to think the whole 
Story no better than a Novel or Romance } but 
fince it is fuppbfted by many thoufand Witneffes, 
l mean the People of Jamaica, who were preieht 
at their Ttyals, and heard the Story of their Lives, 
hpon the firti difcovery of their Sex } the Truth or 
it can be no more contefted, than that there were 
Rich Men in the World, as Roberts and Black-beard, 
who were Pyrates. 

Mary Read was born in England, her Mother was 
married young, to a Man who ufed the Sea, who 

going a Voyage Toon after their Marriage, left heL 

with Child, which Child proved to be a Boy. As 
to the Husband, whether he was caft away, or 
tiled in the Voyage, Mary Read could not tellj mt 
however, he never returned more } nevertheleis, 
the Mother, who was young and airy, met with 
an Accident, which has often happened to Women 
who are young, and do not take a great deal ot 
Care which "was, fire foon proved with Child 
again, without a Husband to Father it, but how, 
Or by whom, none but her felf could tell, roi ihe 
carried a pretty good Reputation among her Neigh- 
bours. Finding her Burthen grow, in order to 
conceal her Shame, fhe takes a formal Leave ot her 
Husband’s Relations, giving out, that fhe went to 
live with fome Friends ot her own, in the Country • 
Accordingly the went away, and carried with her 
her young Son, at this Time, not a Year old : Soon 
} b J alter 
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after her Departure her Son died, but Providence 
in Return, was pleafed to give her a Girl in his 
Room, of which fhe was fafely delivered in her 
Retreat, and this was our Mary Read. 

Here the Mother liv’d three or four Years till 
what Money fhe had was almoft gone ; then Jhe 
thought or returning to London , and conildering 
that her Husband's Mother was in fome Circum- 
ftances, fhe did not doubt btrt to prevail upon her 
to provide for the Child, if (he could but' pafs it 
upon her for the fame, but the changing a Girl 
into a Boy, feem’d a difficult Piece of Work and 
how to deceive an experienced old Woman, in fuch 
a Point, was altogether as impoffible; however 
ffie ventured to drefs it up as a Boy, brought it 
to Town, and prefented it to her Mother in Law 
as her Husband’s Son • the old Woman would have 
taken it, to have bred it up, but the Mother pre- 
tended it would break her Heart, to part with it • 
fo it was agreed betwixt them, that the Child fhould 
live with the Mother, and the fuppofed Grand- 
mother fhould allow a Crown a Week for it’s 
M ajntainance. 

Thus the Mother gained her Point, fhe bred up 
her Daughter as a Boy, and when fhe grew up 
to fome Senfe, fhe thought proper to let her into 
the Secret of her Birth, to induce her to conceal 
her Sex. It happen’d that the Grandmother died, 
by which Means the Subfiftance that came from 
that Quarter, ceafed, and they were more and more 
reduced in their Circumftances ; wherefore fhe was 
obliged to put her Daughter out, to wait on a 
French L.adv, as a Foot-boy, being now thirteen 
Years of Age: Here fhe did not live long, for 
growing bold and ftrong, and having al fo 1 a roving 
Mind, fhe entered her felf on Board a Man of War 
where fhe ferved fome Time, then quitted it* 
went over into Flanders , and carried Arms in a Re- 
giment 
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giment of Foot, as a Cadet , and tho’ upon all Aftions, 
lhe behaved herfelf with a great deal of Bravery, 
yet ffie could not get a Commiffion, they being ge- 
nerally bought and fold ^ therefore fhe quitted the 
Service, and took on in a Regiment or Horle •, fire 
behaved fo well in feveral Engagements, that fhe 
got the Efteem of all her Officers •, but her Com- 
rade who was a Fleming, happening to be a hand- 
some young Fellow, fhe falls in Love with him, and 
from that Time, grew a little more negligent m 
her Duty, fo that, it leems, Mars and Venus could 
not be ferved at the fame Time \ her Arms and 
Accoutrements which were always kept in the 
heft Order, were quite neglefted : ’tis true, when 
her Comrade was orderecl out upon a Party, fhe 
ofed to go without being commanded, and fre- 
quently run herfelf into Danger, where fhe had 
no Buftnefs, only to be near him \ the reft ot the 
Troopers little fufpefting the fecret. Caufe which 
moved her to this Behaviour, fancied her to be 
mad, and her Comrade himlelf could not account 
for this ftrange Alteration in her, but Love is in- 
genious, and as they lay in the fame Tent, and 
Were conftantly together, fhe found a Way of let- 
ting him difcovpr her Sex, without appearing that 
it was done with Defign. 

He was much furprized at what he found out, 
and not a little pleafed, taking it for granted, that 
be fhould have a Miftrefs folely to himfelf, which 
is an unufual Thing in a Camp, fince there is fcarce 
one of thofe Campaign Ladies, that is ever true 
to a Troop or Company \ fo that he thought of 
nothing but gratifying his Paffions with very lit- 
tle Ceremony ■, but he found himlelf ftrangely mi- 
fiaken, for fire proved very relerved and modeft, 
and refilled all his Temptations, and at the fame 
Time was fo obliging and infinuating in her Cai- 
Ifiajge, that fhe quite changed his Furpofe, fo far 

from 
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from thinking of making her his Miftrefs, he 
now courted her for a Wife. 

This was the utmoft With of her Heart, in ffiort 
they exchanged Promifes, and when the Campaign 
was over, and the Regiment marched into Winter 
Quarters, they bought Woman’s Apparel for her 
with fuch Money as they could make up betwixt 
them, and were publickly married. 

The Story oft wo Troopers marrying each other 
made a great Noife, fo that feveral Officers were 
drawn by Curiofity to affift at the Ceremony, and 
they agreed among themfelves that every one of 
them ffiould make a fmall Prefent to the Bride, 
towards Houfe-keeping, in Confideration of her 
having been their fellow Soldier. Thus being fet 
up, they feemed to have a Defire of quitting the 
Service, and fettling in the World • the Adventure 
of their Love and Marriage had gained them fo 
much Favour, that they eafily obtained their Dif- 
charge, and they immediately fet up an Eating 
Houfe or Ordinary, which was the Sign of the 
Three Horfe-Shoes , near the Caftle of Breda , where 
they loon run into a good Trade, a great many 
Officers eating with them conftantly. 

But this Happinefs lafted not long, for the Hus- 
band loon died, and the Peace of Refwick being 
concluded, there was no Refort of Officers to Breda, 
as ufual ; fo that the Widow having little or no 
Trade, was forced to give up Houfe-keeping, and; 
her Subftance being by Degrees quite fpent, ffie 
again aifumes her Man’s Apparel, and going into' 
Holland, there takes on in a Regiment of "Foot, 
quarter’d in one of the Frontier Towns : Here 
ffie did not remain long, there was no likelihood 
of Preferment in Time of Peace, therefore ffie took 
a Refolution of Peeking her Fortune another Way- 
and withdrawing from the Regiment, ffiips her- 
felfon Board of a Veffel bound for the Weft- Indies. 

It. 
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It happen’d this Ship was taken by Englljh ly- 
J, at es, and Mary Read was the only Englljh Per- 
on Board, they kept her amongft them, and 
having plundered the Ship, let it go again ^ after 
following this Trade for fome Time, the Kings 
Proclamation came out, and was publiffi d m all 
Parts of the We ft- Indus, for pardoning fuch Py- 
rates, who Ihould voluntarily lurrender therrffelveS 
hy a certain Day therein mentioned. _ The Crew 
Mary Read took the Benefit of this Proclama- 
tion, and having furrender’d, liv’d quietly on Shores 
hut Money beginning to grow fhort, and hearing 
that Captain Woods Rogers, Governor of the lllaud 
°f Providence, was fitting out fome Privateeis to 
Cr nife againft the Spaniards, ffie with feveral otheis 
e mbark’d for that liland, in order to go upon the 
Privateering Account, being refolved to make her 
■fortune one way or other, 

Thefe Privateers were no fooner fluid out, but 
t he Crews of fome of them, who had been paido- 
r> e d, ]- 0 [g againft their Commanders, and turned 
t he m felves to their old Trade : In this Number 
Xva s Mary Read. It is true, ffie often declared, that 
the Life of a Pvrate was what fine always abhor d, 
went into it only upon Compulfion, both this 
lime, and before, intending to quit it, whenever 
a fair Opportunity ffiould offer it felffi yet fome of 
’■he Evidence againft her, upon her Tryal, who 
tvere forced Men, and had failed with her, depofed 
u POn Oath, that in Times of Addon, no Perfon 
amongft them were more refolute, or ready to 
P°ard or undertake any Thing that was hazardous, 
as ffie and Anne Bonny, and particularly at the 1 ime 
fhey were attack’d and taken, when they came 
t° dole Quarters, none kept the Deck except 
Mary Read and Anne Bonny, and one more • up- 
°n which, fire, Mary Read, called to thofe under 
•fleck, to come up and fight like Men, and finding 

" L they 
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they did not ftir, fired her Arms down the Hold 
amongft them, hilling one, and wounding others. 

This was part of the Evidence againft her, which 
fhe denied ; which, whether true or no, thus much 
is certain, that fhe did not want Bravery, nor in- 
deed was ihe lefs remarkable for her Modefty, 
according to her Notions of Virtue: Her Sex was 
not fo much as fufpefted by any Perfon on Board, 
till Avne Bonny, who was not altogether fo referved 
in point of Chaftity, took a particular liking to 
her ■, in fhort, Anne Bonny took her for a handfome 
young Fellow, and for fome Reafons beft known to 
herfelf, firft difcovered her Sex to Mary Read.-, Mary 
kead knowing what fhe would be at, and being 
very fenfible of her own Incapacity that Way, was 
forced to come to aright Underftanding with her, 
and fo to the great Difappointment of Anne Bonny, 
fhe let her know fhe was a Woman alio ; but this 
Intimacy fb difturb’d Captain Racketm , who was the 
Lover and Gallant of Anne Bonny , that he grew 
furioufly jealous, fo that he told Anne Bonny, he 
would cut her new Lover’s Throat, therefore, to 
quiet him, fhe let him into the Secret aifo. 

Captain Rackam, (as he was enjoined,) kept the 
Thing a Secret from all the Ship’s Company, yet, 
notwithstanding all her Cunning and Referve, Love 
found her out in this Difguife, and hinder’d her 
from forgetting her Se%. In their Cruize they took 
a great Number of Ships belonging to Jamaica , 
and other Parts of the Weft-Indies, bound to and 
from England and when ever they meet any good 
Artift, or other Perfon that might be of any great 
Ufe to their Company, if he was not willing to 
enter, it was their Cuftom to keep him by Force. 
Among thefe was a young Fellow of a moft; engage- 
Ing Behaviour, or, at lead, he was fb in the Eves 
of Mary Read, who became fo fmitten with his 
Perfon ' and Addreis, that fhe could neither reft, 

Night 
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Night or Day ; but as there is nothing mote inge- 
nious than Love, it was no hard Matter orhe, 
"'ho had before been prafticed in thefe Wiles to 
find a Way to let him difcover her Sex. Shefi-l 
fifinuated her Calf into his liking, by talking againft 
the Life of a Pyrate, which he was altogether averfe 
to, fo they became Mefs-Mates and ftrift Compa- 
nions : When fhe found he had a Friendfhip for hei , 
f s a Man, fhe fuffered the Difcovery to be made, 
hy carelefly fhewing her Breafts, which were veiy 

White. j c Tji n 4 

„ The young Fellow, who was made of Flefh and 
Bl ood, had his Curiofity and Deftre fo mis d by 
this Sight, that he never ceafed importuning hei, 
till ihe confelfed what fhe was. Now begins the 
bcen e of Love : as he had a Liking and Efteem for 
her, under her fuppofed Charafter, it was now 
turn’d into Fondnefs and Defire •, her Paftion was 
no lefs violent than liis, and perhaps fhe exprefs d 
by one of the moft generous Aftions that ever 
Lov e infpired. It happened this young Fellow had 
a Quarrel with one of the Pyrates, and their Ship 
then lying at an Anchor, near one of the Iuands, 
they had appointed to go afliore and fight, a~c.or 
d ing to the Cuftom of the Pyrates Mary Read, 
*as to the laft Degree uneafy and anxious foi the 
Late of her Lover • fhe would not have had him 
re fufe the Challenge, becaufe, fhe could not bear 
the Thoughts of his being branded with Cowardife* 
°n the other Side, fhe dreaded the Event and ap- 
prehended the Fellow might be too hard for him . 
^hen Love once enters into the Bieaft o-. cvie 
'"ho has any Sparks of Generality, it ftirs the 
hleart up to the moft noble Attions •, m this Dilem- 
ma, fire fhew’d, that fhe fear’d more for his Life 
than fhe did for her own • for fhe took a Refolution 
°b quarreling with this Fellow her felf, and ha- 
vin S challenged him afliore, fhe appointed the 

L 2 Lime 
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Time two Hours foouer than that when he wa$ 
to meet her Lover, where {he fought him at Sword 
and Piftol, and killed him upon the Spot. 

It is true, lire had fought before, when {he had 
been infulted by feme of thofe Fellows, but now 
it was altogether in her Lover’s Caufe, {he flood 
as it were betwixt him and Death, as if {he could 
not live without him. If he had no regard for her 
before, th's Action would have bound him to her 
forever; but there was no Occafion for Ties or 
Obligations, his Inclination towards her was fufti- 
cient ; in fine, they applied their Troth to each 
other, which Mary Read laid, {he look’d upon to be 
as good a Marriage, in Confcience, as if it had 
been done by a Minifter in Church ; and to this 
was owing her great Belly, which Ihe pleaded to 
faveJier Life. 

She declared Ihe had n£ver committed Adultery 
or Fornication with any Man, {he commended the 
Juftice of the Court, before which {he was tried, for 
diftingui filing the Nature of their Crimes; her Hus- 
band, as fhe call’d him, with feveral others, being 
acquitted ; and being ask’d, who he was ? {he would 
not tell, but, faid he was an honeft Man, and had 
no Inclination to fuch Praftices, and that they 
had both refolved to leave the Pyrates the firu 
Opportunity, and apply themfelves to fome ho- 
neft Livelyhood. 

It is no doubt, but many had Compaffion for her, 
yet the Court could not avoid finding her Guilty; 
for among other Things, one of the Evidences 
agaii^ft her, depofed, that being taken by Rackant, 
and detain’d {bme Time on Board, he fell accidem 
tally into Difcourfe vvirh Mary Read, whom he ta- 
king for a young Man, ask’d her, what Pleafure fir 3 
could, have in being concerned in fuch Enter prizes, 
where her Life was continually in Danger, by 
Fire or Sword; and riot only fo, but {he muft be 

lure 
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ing, Ihe thought it' no g re J w0 Td turn 
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ment lels than Death, the F ‘ . many 0 f thofe 
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Being found quick with Child, ^ ^ pof „ 
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vas not one of his legitmia » , Ba a ards 
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have the heft Luck. Her Father was a Married Man, 
and his Wife having been brought to Bed, con- 
tract} an Illnefs in her lying in, and in order 
to recover her Health, be was advifed to remove 
for Change of Air •, the Place foe c hole, was a few 
Miles difiance from her Dwelling, where her Hus- 
band’s Mother liv’d. Here ihe fojourn’d fome Time, 
her Husband flaying at Home, to follow his Af- 
fairs. The Servant-Maid, whom fhe left to look 
after the Houfe, and attend the Family, being a 
handfome young Woman, was courted by a young 
Alan of the fame Town, who was a fanner } this 
Tanner uled to take his Opportunities, when the 
Family was out of the Way, of coming to purfue 
his Courtfoip ; and being with the Maid one Day 
as Ihe was employ’d in the Houfhold Bufinefs, not 
having the Fear of God before his Eyes, he takes 
his Opportunity, when her Back was turned, of 
whipping three Silver Spoons into his Pocket. The 
Maid {bon mifs’d the Spoons, and knowing that 
no Body had been in the Room, but herfelf and 
the young Man, fincefoe faw them laft, be char- 
ged him with taking them 5 he very ftifly denied it, 
upon which be grew outragious, and threatned to 
go to a Conflable, in order to carry him before a 
juftice of Peace : Thefe Menaces frighten’d him out 
of his Wits, well knowing he could not hand 
Search y wherefore he endeavoured to pacify her, 
by defiring her to examine the Drawers and other 
Places, and perhaps be might find them • in this 
Time he flips into another Room, where the Maid 
ufually lay, and puts the Spoons betwixt the Sheets, 
and then makes his Efcape by a back Door, con- 
cluding be muft find them, when be went to Bed, 
and fb next Day he might pretend he did it only to 
frighten, her, and the Thing might be laugh’d off 
for a Jeff. 

As 
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Search, concluding he had . dert0 have him 
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it would produce : After fhe had been a Bed feme 
Time, thinking on what had pafs’d, for Jealoufy 
kept her awake, fhe heard fome Body enter the 
Room ; at firft fhe apprehended it to be Thieves, 
and was fb fright’ned, ihe had not Courage enough 
to call out.^ but when fhe heard thefe Words, Mary, 
are you awake ? She knew it to be her Husband’s 
Voice •, then her Fright was over, yet fhe made no 
Anfwer, leaft he fhould find her out, if fhe fpoke, 
therefore fhe refolved to counterfeit Sleep, and take 
what followed. 

The Husband came to Bed, and that Night 
play’d the vigorous Lover ; but one Thing fpoil’d 
the Diverfion on the Wife’s Side, which was, 
the Reflect ion that it was not defign’d for her ; 
however fhe was very paffive, and bore it like a 
Ghriftian. Early before Day, fhe ftole Qut of 
Red, leaving him afleep, and went to her Mother 
in Law, telling her what had paffed, not forgetting 
how he had nfed her, as taking her for the Maid 5 
the Husband alfo hole out, not thinking it conve- 
nient to be catch’d in that Room in the mean Time, 
the Revenge of the Miftrefs was ftrongly againft 
the Maid, and without confidering, that to her fhe 
°w\l the Diverfion of the Night before, and that 
°ne good Turn fliould deferve another •, flie lent for 
a Conftable, and charged her with ftealing the 
Spoons : The Maid’s Trunk was broke open, and 
the Spoons found, upon which fhe was carried be- 
fore a Juftice of Peace, and by him committed to 
Goal. 

The Husband loiter’d about till twelve a Clock 
at Noon, then comes Home, pretended he was 
Juft come to Town - , as loon as he heard what had 
Paffed, in Relation to the Maid, he fell into a great 
Raffion with his Wife •, this fet the Thing into a 
greater Flame, the Mother takes the Wife’s Part 
againft her own Son, infomuch that the Quarrel 
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increafmg, the Mother and Wife took Horfe im- 
mediately, and went back to the Mother’s Hbufe, 
and the Husband and Wife never bedded toge- 
ther after. 

The Maid lay a long Time in the Prifon, it being 
near half a Year to the Affizes ; but before it hap- 
pened, it was difcovered fhe was with Child ; when 
ihe was arraign’ d at the Bar, ihe was difcharged for 
want of Evidence ; the Wife’s Confidence touch’d 
her, and as ihe did not believe the Maid Guilty 
of any Theft, except that of Love, ihe did not 
appear againft her ; foon after her Acquittal, ihe 
was delivered of a Girl, 

But what alarm’d the Hushand moft, was, that 
it was difcovered the Wife. was. with Child alfo, 
he taking it for granted, he had had no Intimacy 
with her, fince her laft lying in, grew jealous of 
her, in his Turn, and made this a Handle to jufti- 
fy himfeif, for his Ufage of her, pretending now 
he had fufpeHed her long, but that here was 
Proof; ihe was delivered of Twins, a Boy and 
a Girl. 

The Mother fell ill, Lent to her Son to recon- 
cile him to his Wife, but he would not hearken to 
it ; therefore ihe made a Will, leaving all lire had 
in the Hands of certain Truilees, for the Ufe 
of the Wife and two Children lately born, and 
died a few Days after. 

This was an ugly Turn upon him, his greateft 
Dependapce. being upon his Mother ; however, 
his Wife was kinder to him than he deferved, 
for fire made him a yearly Allowance out of what 
was left, tho’ they continued to live feparate : It 
lailed near five Years ; at this Time having a great 
AffeHion for the Girl he had by his Maid, he had 
a Mind to take it Home, to live with him ; but as 
all the Town knew it to be a Girl, the better to 
difguife the Matter from them, as well as from his 

Wife, 
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Wife, he had it put into Breeches, as a Boy, pre- 
tending it was a Relation’s Child he was to breed 
up to be his Clerk. 

The Wife heard he had a little Boy at Home 
lie was very fond of, but as fire did not know any 
Relation of his that had fuch a Child, fhe em- 
ploy’d a Friend to enquire further into it ; this 
Perfon by talking with the Child, found it to be a 
Girl, difcovered that the Servant-Maid was its 
Mother, and that the Husband hill kept up his 
Correfpondence with her. 

Upon this Intelligence, the Wife being unwil- 
ling that her Children’s Money ihou Id go toward? 
the Maintenance of Baftards, flopped the Allowance : 
The Husband enraged, in a kind of Revenge, takes 
the Maid home, and lives with her publickiy, to 
the great Scandal of his Neighbours ; but he foon 
found the bad Effeft of it, for by Degrees loft his 
Practice, fo that he law plainly he could not live 
there, therefore he thought of removing, and 
turning what Effefts he had into ready Money ; 
he goes to Cork , and there with his Maid and 
Daughter embarques for Carolina. 

' At firft he fqllowed the Practice of the Law in 
that Province, but afterwards fell into. Merchan- 
dize, which proved more fuccefsful to him, for he 
gained 1 by it fufficient to purchale a confiderable 
Plantation : His Maid, who palled for his Wife, 
happened to dye, after which his Daughter, our 
Anne Bonny, now grown up, kept his Houle. 

She was of a fierce and couragious T emper, 
wherefore, when Ihe lay under Condemnation, le- 
veral Stories were reported of her, much to her 
Diladvantage, as that fhe had kill’d an Englijh Ser- 
vant-Maid once in her Pafiion with a Cale-Knife, 
while flie look’d after her Father’s Houle ; but 
upon further Enquiry, I found this Story to be 
groundlefs : It was certain fhe was fo robuft, that 

once 
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once, when a young . Fellow would have lain with 
hcij.againft her Will, foe beat him fo that he 
lay ill of it a confiderable Time. * 

While foe lived with her Father, foe was look’d 
upon as one that would be a good Fortune where- 
fore it was thought her Father expefted a good 
Match for her; but. foe fpoilt all. For without 
his Confent foe marries a young Fellow, who be- 
on’ged to the Sea, and was not worth a Groat - 
which provoked her Father to fuch a Degree that 
he turned her out of Doors, upon which the wmng 
Fellow who married her, finding himlelf difap- 
pointed m his Expeftation, foipped himfolf and 
Wire, for the I Hand of Providence, expending Em- 
ployment there. ° 

Here foe became acquainted with Raciam the 
Pyrate, who making Courtfoip to her, foon found 
Means of withdrawing her Affeftions from her 
Husband, fo that foe confented to elope from him 
and go to Sea with Raciam in Men’s Cloaths : 
She was as good as her Word, and after foe had 
been at Sea fome Time, foe proved with Child 
and beginning to grow big, Raciam landed her on 
tire bland of Cuba ; and recommending her there 
to fome Friends of his, they took Care of her 
till foe was brought to Bed : When foe was up 

and well again, he fent for her to bear him 
Company. 

. The King s Proclamation being out, for pardon- 
ing of Pyrates, he took the Benefit of it, and fur- 
rendered ; afterwards being font upon the priva- 
teering Account, he returned to his old Trade as 
has been already hinted in the Story of Mary Read. 
In an thele Expeaitions, Anne Bonny bore him Com- 
pany, and when any Bufinefs was to be done in 
their Way, no Body was more forward or coura- 
gious than foe, and particularly when they were 
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all the Perfons that durft keep the Deck, as has 
been before hinted. 

Her Father was known to a great many.Gende- 
nuen, Planters of 'Jamaica, who had dealt with him, 
and among whom he had a good Reputation ", and 
fome of them, who had been in Carolina , remem- 
ber’d to have foen her in his Houfe ; wherefore 
they were inclined to foew her Favour, but the 
Aftiou of leaving her Husband was an ugly Cir- 
cumftance againfther. The Day that Raciam was 
executed, by fpecial Favour, he was admitted to 
foe her ; but all the Comfort foe gave him, was, 
that Jhe was forty to fee him there, but if he bad fought 
like a Man , he need not have been bang’d like a Dog. 

She was continued in Prifon, to the Time, of 
her lying in, and afterwards reprieved from Time 
to Time ; but what is become of her fince, we can- 
not tell ; only this we know, that foe was not 
executed. 



Captain Horp cl Davis , 

And. his Crew. 

C Aptam Horoel Davis was born at Milford hi 
Monmouth fire, and was from a Boy brought 
up to the Sea. The laft Voyage he made 
trom England, was in the Cadogan Snow of Brifiol 
Captain Skinner Commander, bound for the Coaft 
otGuiney , of which Snow Davis was chief Mate * 
They_ were no fooner arrived at Sierraleon on the 
aforefaid Coaft, but they were taken by the Py 
rate England, who plunder’d them, and Skinner was’ 
barbaroufly murdered, as has been related before 
m the Story of Captain England. 

Aftei the Death of Captain Skinner, Davis pre- 
tended that he was mightily follicited by England 
to engage with him • but that he refolutely an- 
Evered, he would fooner be fhot to Death than ften 
the Pyrates Articles. Upon which, England, plea- 
fed with his Bravery, fent him and the reft of the 
Men again on Board the Snow, appointing him 
Captain of her, in the Room of Skinner, comman- 
ding him to purfue his Voyage. He alfo gave him 
a written Paper lealed up, with Orders" to open 
it when he Ihould come into a certain Latitude, 

and 
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and at the Peril of his Life follow the Orders there- 
in fet down. This was an Air of. Grandeui like 
what Princes praffice to their Admirals and Gene- 
rals It was punctually complied with by Davis, 

who read it to the Ship’s Company; it contained 
no lefs than a generous Deed of Gift of the Ship 
and Cargoe, to "Davis and the Crew,. ordering him 
to go to Brafil and difpofe of the Lading to the be 
Advantage, and to make a fair and equal Dividend 
with the reft. 

Davis propofed to the Crew, whether they weie 
willing to follow their Directions, but to his great 
Surprize, found the Majority of them altogether 
averfe to if, wherefore in a Rage, he bad them be 
damn’d, and go where they would. They knew 
that Part of their Cargoe was conftgned to certain 
Merchants at Barbadoes, wherefore they fleered 
for that Ifland. When they arrived, they related 
to thefe Merchants the unfortunate Death of Skin - 
ver, and the Propofal which had been made to them 
oy Davis ; upon which Davis was feized and com- 
mitted to Prifon, where he was kept three Months ■ 
however, as he had been in no Aft of Py racy, he was 
difcharged without being brought to any Tryal, 
Vet he could not expeft airy Employment there 5 
Wherefore knowing that the Ifland of Providence was 
h kind of Rendevouz of Pyrates, he was refolved 
to make one amongft them, if poflible, and to that 
Purpofe, found Means of flipping himfelf for that 
Ifland; but he was again difappointed, for when 
he arrived there, the Pyrates had newly fiirren- 
dered to Captain Woods Rogers , and accepted of the 
A a of Grace, which he had juft brought from 
England. 

However, Davis was not long out of Bufinefs, 
I°r Captain Rovers having fitted out two Sloops 
for Trade, one called the Buck, the other the Mum- 
v ‘l Trader \ Davis found an Employment on Board 
’ of 
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of one of them •, the Lading of theie Sloops was of 
confxderable Value, conftfting of European Goods, in 
order to be exchanged with the French and Spaniards ; 
and many of the Hands on Board of them, were 
the Py rates lately come in upon the late Aft of 
Grace. The firft Place they touched at, was the 
Iflandof Martinico, belonging to the French, where 
Davis having confpired with Lome others,’ rile in 
the Nighty fecured the Matter and feized the 
Sloop ; as foon as this was done, they called to 
the other Sloop, which lay a little Way from 
them, among whom they knew there were a great 
many Hands ripe for Rebellion, and ordered them 
to come on Board of them ; they did fo, and the 
greateft Part of them agreed to join with Day is ; 
thofe who were otherwife inclined, were lent back 
on Board the Mumvil Sloop, to go where they 
plea fed, Davis having firft taken out of her, every 
Thing which he thought might be of Ufe. 

After this, a Counlel of War was called over a 
large Bowl of Punch, at which it was propofed to 
chufe a Commander ■, the Election was foon over 
for it fell upon Davis by a great Majority of l coal 
Tollers, there was no Scrutiny demanded, for 'all 
acquiefced in the Choice: As foon as he was poifefs’d 
ofhis Command, he drew up Articles, which were 
figned and fworn to by himfelf and the reft, then 
he made a ihort Speech, the fum of which’ was 
a Declaration of War againft the whole World. ’ 

After this they confulted about a proper Place 
where they might clean their Sloop, a light Pair 
of Heels being of great Ufe either to take,” or ef- 
cape being taken ; for this purpofe they made 
Choice of Coxons Hole , at the Eaft End of the 
Ifiand of Cuba, a Place where they might l’ecure 
them (elves from Surprize, the Entrance being lb 
narrow, that one Ship might keep out a hundred. 
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■ Here they cleaned with much Difficulty, for they 
r a d no Carpenter in their Company, a Perloa of 
eat Ufe upon fuch Exigencies \ from hence they 
to Sea, making to the Rlorth-Side ol the Ilian 
° f Hiipaniola. The firft Sail which fell jn their 
Way 3 vvas a p rcm f] ship of twelve Guns •, it mult 
bs obferved, that Davis had but thirty five Hands, 
^ e t Provilions began to grow ihort with ivm 
therefore he attacked this Ship, (he food ftrucx, 
a nd he lent twelve of his Hands on Board of her, 
order to plunder : This was r.o fooner done, but 
a Sail was fpied a great Way to Windward of them ; 
they enquired of the French Man what Jhe might 
he anfwered, that he had fpoke with a Ship, the 
•*Wy before* of 24 Guns and 60 Men, and he took 
this to be the Tame. 

Davis then propofed to His Men to attack her, 
^h’ng them, ihe would be a rare Ship for their 
jhe, but they looked upon it to be an extravagant 
■^■tternpt, and difcovered no Fondnefs for it, but 
le aifured them he had a Stratagem in his Head 
'I'ould make all fife •, wherefore he gave Chace, 
a nd ordered his Prize to do the fame, The Prize 
Pping a flow Sailor, Davis firft came.up with the 
gVnerny, and ftanding along Side of them, fliewed 
^ ls pyratical Colours : They, much furpriz’d, called 
0 Davis, telling him, they wondered at his Im- 
Pudence in venturing to come fo near them, and 
ordered hi m to ftrike ■, but he anfwered, that he in- 
snded to keep them in Play, till his Con fort came 
who was able to deal with them, and that if they 
not ftrike to him, they ihould have but bad 
VPartefs j whereupon he gave them a Broad-Side, 
they returned. 

, ha the mean Time the Prize drew near, who 
°bliged all the Prifoners to come upon Deck in 
Shirts, to make a Shew of Fotce, as they had 
e eu dire&ed by £>ms \ they a lib iwifted a dirty 

M Tu* 
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Tarpawlin, by Way of black Flag, they having 
no other, and fir’d a Gun : The French Men were lb 
intimidated by this Appearance of Force, that they 
firuck. Davis called out to the Captain to come on 
Board of him, with twenty of his Hands ■, he did 
fo, and they were all for the greater Security clapt 
into Irons, the Captain excepted: Then he lent 
four of his own Men on Board the firft Prize, and 
in order flill to carry on the Cheat, fpoke aloud, 
that they Ihould give his Service to the Captain, 
and defire him to fend fome Hands on Board the 
Prize, to fee what they had got ; but at the fame 
Time gave them a written Paper, with Inftruftions 
what to do. Here he ordered them to nail up the 
Guns in the little Prize, to take out all the fmall 
Arms and Powder, and to go every Man of them 
on Board the fecond Prize when this was done, 
he ordered that more of the Prifoners fiiould be 
removed out of the great Prize, into the little 
one, by which he fecured himfelf from any At- 
tempt which might be feared from their Numbers 
for thofe on Board of him were faff in Irons, and 
thole in the little Prize had neither Arms nor Am- 
munition. 

Thus the three Ships kept Company for 2 Days, 
when finding the great Prize to be a very dull Sai- 
lor, he thought Ihe would not be fit for his Pur- 
pofe, wherefore he refolved to reftore her to the 
Captain, with all his Hands ; but firft, he took 
Care to take out all her Ammunition, and every 
Thing elfe which he might pofiibly want. The 
French Captain was in fuch a Rage, at being fo out- 
witted, that when he got on Board his own Ship, 
he was going to throw himfelf over-board, but was 
prevented by his Men. 

Having let go both his Prizes, he fleered North- 
ward, in which Courfehe took a fmall Spanijh Sloop ; 
after this, he made towards the Wejlcm Illands, 

but 
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fout met with no Booty thereabouts ; then he 
fleered for the Cate de Verde Iflands, they caft An- 
chor at St. Nicholas , hoifting Englifi Colours ; the 
Portvguefe inhabiting there, took him foL an Engh[b 
Privateer, and Davis going afliore, they both trea- 
ted him very civilly, and alio traded with him. 
Here he remained five Weeks, in which Time, he 
2 nd half his Crew, for their Pleafure, took a Jour- 
ney to the chief Town of the Ifland, which was 
*9 Miles up the Country : Davis making a good Ap- 
pearance, was carefled by the Governor and the In- 
habitants, and no Diverfion was wanting which the 
Portuguese could fliew, or Money could purchafe } 
after 1 about a Week’s Stay, he came back to the Ship, 
find the reft of the Crew went to take their Pleafure 
fip to the Town, in their Turn. , , 

At their Return they 'clean’d their Ship, and put 
to Sea, but not with their whole Company ; for 
five of them, like Hannibal's Men, were fo charm’d 
^vith the Luxuries of the Place, and the free Con* 
verfation of fome Women, that they ftaid behind ; 
and one of them, whofe Name was Charles Franklin^ 
a Monmouthjhire Man, married and fettled himfelf, 
and lives there to this Day. . , 

From hence they failed to Bonevlfia, and looked 
Wo that Harbour, but finding nothing, they fleer d 
for the Ifle of May : When they arrived here, they 
friet with a great many Ships and Veliels m tie 
Road, all which they plundered, taking out of them 
whatever they wanted * and alfo ftrengthen d them- 
felves with a great many frefh Hands, who mo 
°f them enter’d voluntarily. One of the Ships t ey 
took to their own Ufe, mounted her with twenty 
Ax Guns, and call’d her the King Jstmes. There be- 
ing no frefii Water hereabouts, they made towards 
?t. Jaco. belonging to the Portuguefe, in order to lay 
J n a Store 1 Davis with a few Hands, going alhore 
to find the rnoft commodious Place to water at, the 
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Governor, with fome Attendants, came himfelf and 
examined who they were, and whence they came ? 
And not liking Accountof himfelf, the Gover- 

not was fo plain to tell them, he fufpeHed them to 
be Pyrates. Davis, leemed mightily affronted, ftan- 
dmg much upon his Honour, replying to the Gover- 
nor, he fcorn’d his Words j however, as loon as his 
Back was turn’d, for fear of Accidents, he got on 
Boai d again as faff as he could. Davis related what 
had happened, and his Men feemed to relent the Af- 
front which had been offered him. Davis , upon this, 
toldthem, he wasconfidenthecouldfurprize the Fort 
m the Night ■, they agreed with him to attempt it, 
and accordingly, when it grew late, they wentaihore 
weil aim d ■, and the Guard which was kept, was lb 
negligent, that they got within the Fort before any 
Alaim was given : When it was too late there was 
fome little Refiftance made, and three Men killed 
on Davis s Side. Thole in the Fort, in their Hur- 
ry, run into the Governor’s Houle to fave them- 
selves, which they barricadoed lo ftrongly, that Da- 
wf s Party could not enter it ; however, they threw 
nr Granadoe-Shells, which not only ruin’d’ all the 
Furniture, but kill’d feveral Men within. 

When it was Day the whole Country was alarm’d, 
and came to attack the Pyrates - wherefore it not 
, 5 ^ e ’ r . ^nfinefs to ftand a Siege, they made the 
beft or their Way on Board their Ship again, after 
having difmounted the Guns of the Fort. By this 
Enterprise they did a great Deal of Mifchief to 
the Tonuguefe , and but very little Good to them- 
lelves. 

Having put to Sea they mufter’d their Hands, 
and found themfelves near feventy ftrong then 
it was propofed what Courfe they fhould fleer, and 
nine ring in their Opinions, they divided, and by a 
Majority it was carried for Gambia on the Coaft of 
Quincy j of this Opinion was Davis, he having been 

employ’d 
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employ’d in that Trade, was acquainted with the 
Coaft ; He told them, that there was a great deal 
°f Money always kept in Gambia Caftle, and that it 
Would be worth their while to make an Attempt 
u pon it. They ask’d him how it was poffible, mice 
>t was garrifoned ? He deftred they would leave the 
Management of it to him, and he would undertake 
to make them Matters of it. They began now to 
conceive fo high an Opinion of his Conduit, as well 
as Courage, that they thought nothing lmpoflible 
to him, therefore they agreed to obey him, without 
enquiring further into his Defign. 

Having come within Sight of the Place, he or- 
dered all his Men under Deck, except as many as 
Were ablblutely neceffary for working the Sh’p> 
that thole from the Fort feeing a Ship with lo few 
Hands, might have no Sufpicion of her being any 
other than a trading Veffel ; then he ran clole un- 
der the Fort, and there call: Anchor ; and having 
ordered out the Boat, he commanded fix Men m 
her, in old ordinary Jackets, while he himfelf, with 
the Matter and Doftor, dreffed themfelves like 
Gentlemen ■, his Defign being, that the Men Inou c 
look like common Sailors, and they like Merchants, 
ha rowing afliore he gave his Men Iiiftructious 
what to fay in Cafe any Queftio-is fhould he asked 
them. ” . 

Being come to the landing Place, he was recei- 
ved by ~a File of Mufqueteers, and conduced into 
the Fort, where the Governor accofting them civil- 
ly, ask’d them who they were, and whence they 
came? They anfwered they were of Liverpool, 
hound for the River of Sinnegal, to trade for Gura 
and Elephants Teeth, but that they were chaced 
°n that Coaft by two French Men of War, and nai- 
r owly elcaped being taken, having a utile the 
Heels of them ^ but now they were rHnHed to 
make the beft of a bad Market, and would Trade 

M 3 here 
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here for Slaves-, then the Governor ask’d them, 
what was the elver of their Cargo ? They anfiver- 
ed. Iron and Plate, which were good Things 
there- the Governor told them he would Slave 
them to the full Value of their Cargoe, and asked 
them, if they had any European Liquor on Board ? 
they anfwered, a little for their own Ufe how- 
ever, a Hamper fiiould be at his Service. The Go- 
vernor then very civilly invited them all to flay 
And dine with him • Davis told him, that being 
Commander of the Ship, he muft go on Board to 
fee her weil moored, and give fome other Orders, 
but thofe two Gentlemen might flay, and that he 
jiimfeli would alio return before Dinner, and bring 
the Hamper of Liquor with him. 

While he was in the Tort, his Eyes were very 
bufy m obferving how Things lay he took Notice 
there was a Gentry at the Entrance, and a Guard- 
Houfe juft by it, where the Soldiers upon Duty 
commonly^waited, their Arms ftanding in a Cor- 
ner, in a Heap • he law alfb a great many finall 
Arms in the Governor’s Hall • now when he came 
on Board, he afJured his Men of Succefs, defiring 
them not to get drunk, and that as foon as they 
iaw the Flag upon the Caftle ftruck, they might 
conclude he was Mafter, and fend twenty Hands 
immediately afhore ; in the mean Time, there be- 
ing a Sloop at Anchor near them, he fent fome 
fiends in a Boat, to fecure the Mafter and all the 
Men, and bring them on Board of him, leaft they 
obferving- any Buftle or arming in his Ship, might 
fend afhore and give Intelligence. 

ihele Precautions being taken, he ordered his 
Men, who were to go in the Boat with him, to put 
two Pair of Piftols each under their Cloaths, he 
doing the like himfelf, and gave them Dire&ions 
to go into the Guard-Room, and to enter into 
Conyerfation with the Soldiers, and obferve when 

he 
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he Ihould fire a Piftol thro’ the Governor’s Win- 
dow, to ftart up at once and fecure the Arms in 

the Guard-Room. , . „„„ 

When Davis arrived. Dinner not bemg Jv 
the Governor propofed that they ihould pals their 
Time in making a Bowl of Punch till Dinner-Tmie : 
It muft be obferved, that Davis’ s Coxen ^ waited 
Upon them, who had an Opportunity of going 
about all Parts of the Iioufe, to fee what S rei g 
they bad, he whifpered Davis, there being no 
^^rfon then in the Room, but he, (Davis) t iq \ 
Ter, the Doftor, the Coxen and Governor ; Davis 
° n a fudden drew out a Piftol, cl apt it to the Go- 
vernor’s Breaft, telling him, he muft furrender the 
Tort and all the Riches in it, or he was a dead 
Man. The Governor being no Ways prepaied lot 
f uch an Attack, promifed to be very Paffive, and 
do all they defired, therefore they fliut the Door, 
took down all the Arms that hung m the Hall, 
and loaded them. Davis fires his Piftol thio the 
TVindow, upon which his Men, without, e ^ e ^ u ec 
their Part of the Scheme, like Heroes, man Inftant; 
getting betwixt the Soldiers and then Arms, a 
vdth their Piftols cock’d in their Hands, while one 
°f them carried the Arms out. _ When this was 
done, they locked the Soldiers into the Guaia- 
Room, and kept Guard without. 

In the mean Time one of them ftruck the Union 
Tlag on the Top of the Caftle, at. which Signal 
thofe on Board lent on Shore a Reinforcement of 
Hands, and they got PofTeifion of the Fort with- 
out the leaft Hurry or Confufion, or fo much as a 

Man loft of either Side. . 

Davis harangued the Soldiers, upon which a 
great many of them took on with him, thole 
uftio refufed, he fent on Board the little Sloop, 
and becaufe he would not beat the Trouble of a 
Guard for them, he ordered all the Sails and Cables 
’ M ^ out 
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Out or her, winch might hinder them from attempt- 
ing to get away, r 

r , ™- s c D - ay T s fpeqt hl a kind of Rejoycing, the 
Caflle fifing her Guns to fa lute the Ship, and the 

> C r t e f but rhe LCX ' : Day ^ey minded 
their Ruixneft that is, they fell to plundering, but 
they lound Things fall vaftly ihort o' their Ex- 
pectation - for they difcovered, that a great deal of 
Money had been lately lent away • however, they 
met with the Value of about two thoufand Pounds 

I ff r k i;g * Bar £°! d ’ a l ld a tfftt many other rich 
Effects : Every Thing they liked, which was por- 
table they brought aboard their Ship- feme Things 
which they had noTJfe for, they were fo generous 
to make a Prefent of, to the M after and Crew of the 
little Sloop, to whom they a! fo returned h-s VeTel 
a | a, "» and then they fell to work hi difmountina 
the Guns, and demplilhing the Fortifications. 

After they had done as much Mifchief as they 
c°u d, and were weighing Anchor to begone, they 
ipy d a ^hip bearing down upon them in full Sail ; 
they loon got their Anchor’s up, and were in a 
Readmefs to receive her. This Ship prov’d to be 
a French Pyrate of fourteen Guns and fixty four 
Hands, half French, half Negroes- the' Captain’s 
Name was La Bouje ■, he expe&ed no lefs than a rich 
Prize which made him fo eager in the Chaee ■ but 
when he Came near enough to fee their Guns, and 
the Number of their Hands upon Dyck, he began 
to think he fliould catch a tartar, and funpofedher 
to be a final} Englijh Man of War • however, ft nee 
there was no efcaping, he refolved to do a bold arid 
defperate Aftion, which was to board Davis. As 
he was making towards her, for this Purpofe he 
fred a Gun, and hoifted his black Colours ; Davis 
returned the Salute, and hoifted his black Colours 
aifo. 7 he French Man was not a little pleaded at this 
fiappy Miflake -, they both hoifted Out their Boats, 
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•bid the Captains went to meet and congratulate 
dne another with a Flag of Truce in their Sterns j 
a great many Civilities palfed between them, and 
■Hz Boufe defired Davis, that they might fail down 
theCoaft together, that he (La Boufe) might get 
a better Ship : Davis agreed to it, and very cour- 
teoufiy promifed him the firft Ship he. took, fit for 
his \jfe, he would give him, as being willing to 
encourage a willing Brother. 

"The firft Place they touch’d at, was Sicrraleon , 
where at firft going in, they fpied a tall Ship at 
Anchor • Davis being the beft Sailor firft came up 
Wi th her, and wondering that fire did not try to make 
fufpefted her to be a Ship of Force. As foon as 
be came along Side of her, fhe brought a Spiing 
tipon her Cable, and fired a whole Broadfide upon 
&avis, at the fame Time hoifted a black Flag ; 
iDavis hoifted his black Flag in like Manner, and 
bred one Gun to Leeward. 

In fine, fhe proved to be a Pyrate Ship of twenty 
f°ur Guns, commanded by one Cocklyn, who expefr- 
? n g thefe two would prove Prizes, let them come 
lr S leaft his getting under Sail might frighten 
them away. 

This Satisfaction was great on all Sides, at this 
J Unfiion of Confederates and Brethren in Iniquity \ 
two Days they fpent in improving their Acquain- 
tance and Friendfh’p, the third Day Davis and Cock- 
l }' n , agreed to go in La Boufe ’’ s Brigantine and attack 
the Fort -, they contrived it fo, as to get up thither 
by high Water ■, thofe in the Fort fufpefeed them 
t° be what they really were, and therefore flood 
u pon their Defence -, when the Brigantine came 
'Whin Musket-Shor, the Fort fired all their Guns 
VpO'j her, the Brigantine did the like upon the 
b (lr t, ancl fo held each other in Play for feveraL 
Hours, whenr the two confederate Ships were come 
to the Affiftance of the Brigantine ; thofe who 

defend- 
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defended the Fort, feeing fuch a Number of Hands 
on Board thefe Ships, had not the Courage to 
hand it any longer, but abandoning the Fort, left 
it to the Mercy of the Pyrates. 

They took Poffelfion of it, and continued there 
near feven Weeks, in which Time they all cleaned 
their Ships. We ihould have obferved, that aGalley 
came into the Road while they were there, which 
Davis infilled Ihould be yielded to La Eoufe, accor- 
ding to his Word of Honour before given - Cock - 
tyn did not oppofe it, fo La Boafe went into her, 
with his Crew, and cutting away her half Deck, 
mounted her with/ twenty four Guns. 

-Having called a Counfel of War, they agreed to 
fail down the Coaft together, and for the greater 
Grandeur, appointed a Commadore, which was 
Davis ; but they had not kept Company long, 
when drinking together on Board of Davis , they 
had like to have fallen together by the Ears, the 
flrong Liquor ftirring up a Spirit of Difcord among 
them, and they quarrelled, but Davis put an End 

to it, by this ihort Speech : Heath ye , you Cock- 

lin and La Boufe, I find by (lengthening you , I have 
put a Rod into your Elands to whip my felf, but Em fiill able 
to deal with you both •, but fince we met in Love , let us 
part in Love , for 1 find , that three of a Trade can never 

agree. -Upon which the other two went on Board 

their refpeflive Ships, and immediately parted, each 
fleering a different Courle. 

Davis held on his Way down the Coaft, and 
making Cape Appollonia , he met with two Scotch 
and one Engl ip VeiTel, which he plundered, and then 
let go. About five Days after he fell in With a Dutch^ 
Interloper of thirty Guns and ninety Men, (half 
being Englipf) off Cape Three Points Bay •, Davis com- 
ing up along Side of her, the Dutch Man gave the 
firft Fire, and pouring in a broad-Side upon Davis, 
killed nine of his Men, Davis returned it, and a 

very 
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Ver y hot Engagement followed, which lafted from 
° ne a Clock at Noon, till nine next Morning, 
'yken the Dutch Man ftruck, and yielded her felf 


heir Prize. 

Davis fitted up the Dutch Ship for his own 
iff and called her the Rover , aboard of which he 
Counted thirty two Guns, and twenty feven Swi- 
and proceeded with her and the King famcs^ 
° Anamaboe •, he entered the Bay betwixt the Hours 
j Uvelve and one at Noon, and found there three 
hips lying at Anchor, who were trading for Ne- 
° r °es. Gold and Teeth : The Names of thefe Ships 
^ ei 'e the Mini. Pink, Captain Hall Commander, the 
W,, Captain Plumb, of which Roberts , who will 
j^ke a confiderable Figure in the fequel of this 
fhftory, was fecond Mate, and the Mortice Sloop, 
retain Fin •, he takes thefe Ships without any Re- 
liance, and having plundered them, he makes a 
’ e fent of one of them, viz., the Mortice Sloop, to 
Dutch Men, on Board of which alone were found • 
a hundred and forty Negroes, befides dry Goods, 
a confiderable Quantity of Gold-Duft. _ ^ 

It happened there were feveral Canoes along Side 
this laid, when Davis came in, who laved them- 
JjHes and got alhore ■, thefe gave Notice at the 
..° r t, that thefe Ships were Pyrates, upon which 
le _Fort fired upon them, but without any Exe- 
rtion, for their Mettle was not of Weight enough 
„° teach them Davis therefore, by Way of De- 
^ an ce, hoifted his black Flag and returned their 

^°mpHrnent. 

The fame Day he fail’d with his three Ships, 
^king his Way down the Coaft towards Princes, a 
T rtll gu e fe Colony ; But, before we proceed any far- 
/ ler in Davis’s Story, we fhall give our Reader an 
Recount of the Portuguefe Settlements on this Coaft, 
Hth. other curious Remarks, as they were commu- 
ficated to me by an ingenious Gentleman, lately ar- 
from thofe Parts, 
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A c Defcription of the Ijlands of St. ThomEj 
Del Principe, and Annobono. 

■ A 3 f e fortvguefc were the great Improvers of 
f jL Naviga tion, and the firft Europeans who traded 
too and fettled on the Coafts of Africa , even round 
to India, and made thofe Difcoveries, which no"' 
turn fo much to the Advantage of other Nations,! 
it may not be amifs, previously to a Deferiptiofl; 
of thofe Iflands, to hint on that wonderful Pro- 
perty of the Loadftone, that a little before had been 
found out, and enabled them to purfue fuch new and 
daring Navigations. 

The attractive Power of the Loadftone, was unit 
verfally known with the Ancients, as may be be-’ 
lievedby its being a native Foffil of the ' Grecians, 1 
C Magnes a Magncfia ) but its directive, or polar Vir- 
tue, has only. been known to us within this a<0 
Years, and Laid to be found out by John Goia of 
Malphi, in the Kingdom of Naples , Trim* dedit nan- 
tis ufum mggnetis Amalphi •, tho’ others think, and 
affine us, it was tranfported by Paulas Vcnctus froitf 
China to Italy, like the other famous Arts of modern 
Ule with us, PRINTING and the Vfe of GUNS. 

The other Properties or Improvements of thS J 
Magnet, viz.. Variation, or its Defluftion from an 
exaft N. or S. Line, Variation of that Variation, and 
its Inclination, were the Inventions of Sebaflian O ! 
lot, Mr. Gellibrand, and Mr. Norman the Inclinati- 
on of the Needle, ,or that Property whereby ^ 
keeps an Elevation above the Horizon, in all Pla- 
ces but under the Equator, (where its Parallel) is 
as furprizing a Phenomenon as any, and. was the 
Dilcovery of cur Countrymen } and could it be 
found regular, l imagine would very much help to- 
wards the Dilcovery of Longitude, at leaft would 

* point 
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P°int out better Methods than hitherto known, 
^hen Ships drew nigh Land, which would anfwer 
518 ufeful an End. , 

Before the Verticity and Ufe of the Compafs, the 
Pftuguefe Navigations had extended no farther 
than Cape Non, (it was their ne plus ulmf) and 
therefore fo called • diftrefs of Weather, indeed, 
had drove feme Coafters to Porto Santo, and Madera , 
before any certain Method of fleering was inven- 
tad but after the Needle was feen thus infpired. 
Navigation every Year improved under the great 
Jncouragements of Henry, Alphonfus , and John II. 
Kings of Portugal, in Part of the 14th and in 
*he i^th Century. 

King Alphonfus was not fo much at leafure as his 
"j edecelfor, to purfiie thefe Difeoveries, but ha- 
yhig feen the Advantages accrued to Portugal by 
‘-hem, and that the Pope had confirmed the per- 
P e tual Donation of all they lhould difcover be- 
tVy een Cape Bai adore and India, inclufively, he refol- 
not to negleft the proper Affiftance, and faim- 
e h the Profits that did or might enfue to one Bernard 
c °»iez., a Citizen of Lisbon, who was every Voyage 
^kliged to difcover ioo Leagues, ftill farther on* 
^d about the Year 1470 made thefe Iflands, the 
® n ly Places (of all the confiderable and large 
Colonies they had in Africa ,) that do now remain 
to that Crown. ’ , r 

St. 'Thorne is the principal of the three, whole 
Governour is ftiled Captain General of the Iflands, 
•tad from whom the other at Princes receives his 
Cotnmiffion, tho’ nominated by the Court of Portugal . 
t is a Bifhoprick with a great many fecular Clergy 
Xv ho appear to have neither Learning nor Devotion, 
may be judged by feveral of them being Ne- 
groes One of the Chief of them, invited us to 
tear Mafs, as a Diverfion to pafs Time a 1 ' va ^ ? 
w here he, and his inferior Brethren acted tech at- 
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feftecl Geftures and Strains of Voice, as Shewed to 
their Diflionour, they had no other Aim than 
pleafing us • and what I think was ftill worfe, # 
was not without a View of Intereft • for as theit 
Clergy are the chief Traders, they ftoop to pith 
ful and fcandalous Methods for ingratiating them- 
delves : They and the Government, on this tra- 
ding Account, maintain as great Harmony, being 
ever jealous of each other, and praftifing little 
deceitful Arts to monopolize what Strangers have 
to offer for Tale, whether Toys or Cloaths, wliic!) 
of all Sorts are ever Commodious with the Tom- 
guefe, in all Parts of the World ^ an ordinary Suit of 
Black will fell for feven or eight Pound ; a Turnftik 
Wig of four Shillings, for a Moidore j a Watch of; 
forty Shillings, for fix Pound, &c. 

The Town is ofmean Building, but large and popu- 
lous, the Refidence of the greater Part of the .Na- 
tives, -who, thro’ the whole Ifland, are computed 
at 1 0600, the Militia at 3000, and are in general) 
a rafcally thievifli Generation, as an old grave 
Friend of mine can Witnefs ; for he having car- 
ried a Bag of fecond hand Cloaths on Shore, to 
truck for Provifions, feated himfelf on the Sand 
for that Purpofo, prefently gathered a Crowd 
round him, to view them 5 one of which defired to 
know the Price of a black Suit, that unluckily 
lay uppermoft, and was the beft of them, agree- 
ing to the Demand, with little Hefitation, provid- 
ed it would but fit him ■, he put them on im- 
mediately, in as much hurry as poffible, without 
any co-hcentia Scignor \ and when my Friend wa$ 
about to commend the Goodnefs of the Suit, and 
Ex a chiefs they fet with, not dreaming of the Im- 
pudence of running away from a Crowd, the Rafcal 
took to his Heels, my Friend followed and bawl- 
ed very much, and tho’ there . was <$00 People 
about the Place, it ferved to no other End but 

making 
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faking him a clear Stage, that the beft Pair of 
Heels might carry it fo he loft the Suit of Cloaths, 
a hd before he could return to his Bag, others of 


reft. 

„ Moft of the Ships from Guirey, of their own 
Hation, and frequently thofe of ours, call a one 
° r other of thefe Iflands, to recruit with freih 1 ro- 
Hftons, and take in Water, which on the Coalt 
ar e not fo good, nor fo conveniently to come iy - 
Their own SI rips likewife, when they touch here, 
nr e obliged to leave the King his Cuftom for their 
Haves, which is always in Gold, at fo much a 
Head, without any Deduaion at Brafil, for the 
Mortality that may happen afterwards ; this by 
being a conftant Bank to pay off the civil and mi* 
jitary Charges of the Government, prevents the 
Hconveniency of Remittances, and keeps both it 
^nd Princes Ifle rich enough to pay ready Money 
for every Thing they want of Europeans. 

Their Beefs are fmall and lean, ( two hundred 
height or a little more,) but the Goats, Hogs and 
Fowls very good, their Sugar courfe and dirty, 
an d Rum very ordinary ^ as thefe Refrefhments 
Hy moft with People who are in want of other 
Heceflaries, they come to us. in Way of bartering, 
very cheap : A good Hog for an old Cutlafh } a fat 
Fowl for a Span of Brafd Tobacco, (no other Sent 
being valued, &c. ) But with Money you give 
e 'ght Dollars per Head for Cattle ^ three Dollars for 
a Goat •, fix Dollars for a grown Hog •, a Teftune and 
a Half for a Fowl •, a Dollar per Gallon for Rum 3 
two Dollars a Roove for Sugar and half aDol>.\r 
Fot a Dozen of Paraquets: Flere is Plenty 
^ife of Corn and Farine, of Limes, Citrons and 

Ya mfo s . 

, The Ifland is reckoned nigh a Square, each oide 
*8 Leagues long, hilly, and .lays under the 
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riottial, a wooden Bridge juft without the Town, 1 
being faid not to deviate the leaft Part of a Minute, 
either to the Southward or Northward • and not- 
withftandmg this warm Scituation, and continual 
vertical Suns, the Wanders are very healthy im- 
puted by thole who are difpof'ed to be merry in a 
great Meafure to the Want of even lb much as 
one Surgeon or Phyftcian amongft them. 

We Del Principe, the next in Magnitude, a plea- 
fant and delightful Spot to the grave, and thought- 
lull Dilpofttion of the Poriugueje , an Improvement of 
Country Retirement, in that, this may be a happy 
and uninterrupted Retreat from the whole World. ' 
... I dhall divide what I have to fay on this Wand, 
irno Obfervations xriade on our Approach to it 
on the Seas round it, the Harbour, Produce of 
he Wand and Sealbns, Way of Living among the 
Inhabitants, fome Cuftom of the Negroes, with 
luch proper Deductions on each as may illuftrate 
the Defcription, and inform the Reader. 

We were bound hither from Whydab, at the 
Jattei Part of the Month July, when the Rains 
are over, and the Winds hang altogether S. W fas 
they d° before the Rains, S. E.) yet with this 
Wind f when at Sea) we found the Ship gained 
unexpectedly fo far to the Southward, (l. e . Wind- 
ward,) that we could with eafe have weathered 
any of the Wands, and this feems next to impof- 
lible ftrould be, if the Currents, which were ftrong 
to Leeward, in the Road of Whydab, had extended 
an like Manner crofs the Bite of Benin : No, it muft 
then have been very difficult to have weathered 
even Cape Forma fa : On this Occafion, I ffiall farther 
expatiate upon the Currents on the whole Coaft 
of Guiney. 

The Southern Coaft of Africa runs in a Line of 
Latitude, the Northern on an Eaftern Line, but 
both ftrait, with the feweft Inlets, Guiphs or 

Bays, 
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Rays, of either of the four Continents 5 ^e only 
Rrge and remarkable one, is that of 2te»»»an 
tabar, towards which the Currents of eac , 
te ‘id, and is ftrongeft from the Southward, be- 
caufe more open to a larger Sea, who e uig 
3s (tho’ little and indifcernable at any Diftance 
fl ‘omthe Land,) that gives rife to thefe Cu rents 
cl ofe in Shore, which are nothing but Tides altered 
an d difturbed by the Make and Shape of Lands. _ 

For Proof of this, I ffiall lay down the following 
Obfervations as certain Fads. That in the R iverb 
Gambia and Slerraleon 3 in the Straits anc ian 
31e Is of Benin , and in general along the whole 
Coaft, the Flowings are regular on the Shores, 
u, 'th this Difference • that, in the abovemention d 
divers, and in the Channels of Benin, where the 
s hore contra** the Waters into a narrow Compais, 
t he Tides are ftrong and high, as well as regular j 
hut on the dead Coaft, where it makes an equal 
Reverberation, flow and low, fnot to above two 
° r three Foot,) increafing as you advance towards 
Lenin • and this is farther evident in that at Cape 
Cor fo, Succonda and Commenda, and where the Land 
r ounds and gives any Stop, the Tides flow legularly 
to four Foot and upwards; when on an evener 
Coaft, (tho’ next adjoining,) they ffiall not exceed 
two or three Foot; and ten Leagues out at Sea, 
(where no fuch Interruption is,) they become 
Scarcely, if at all, perceptible. : - ■■ 

What I would deduce from this, befldes a Con- 
firmation of that ingenious Theory of the 1 ides, 
hy Captain Halley ; is firft, that the Ships bound to 
■Angola, Cabenda , and other Places on the Southern 
Coaft of Africa , ffiould crofs the ,y£cjwnothal L om. 
Cape Palmas , and run into a Southern Latitude, 
without keeping too far to the Weftward ; and 
the Reafon feems plain, for if you en ^ vouc 
to crofs it about the Iflands, you meet Calms 

jq foutheriy 
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foutheriy Winds and oppofite Currents; and if 
too far to the Weft ward, the trade Winds are ftrong 
and unfavourable ; for it obliges you to ftand in- 
to 28 01 30 52 Southern Latitude, till they are va- 
riable. 1 

Secondly, On the Northern Side of Guincy, if 
Sfups are bound from the Gold-Coaji to Sierraleon, 
Gambia, or elfewhere to Windward, confidering 
the Weaknefs of thefe Currents, and the Favou- 
rablenefs of Land Breezes, and Southerly in the 
R:uns, Turnadoes, andevenof theTradeWhid, when 
a-breaft of Cape Talmas , it is more expeditious to 
puriue the PafTage this Way, than by a long per- 
ambulatory Courfe of 4 or 500 Leagues to the 
Weftward, and as many more to the Northward, 
which rauft bebefore a Wind can be obtained that 
could recover the Coaft. 

Laftly, It is, in a great Meafure, owning to this 
want of Inlets, and the Rivers being final! and 
unnavigable, that the Seas rebound with fo dan- 
gerous a Surff thro’ the whole Continent. 

Round the Shores of this Ifland, and at this Sea- 
l ° n 7 (July, Auguft and September ,) there is a great 
Refort of Whale-Fifh, tame, and fporting very 
uigh the Ships as they fail in, always in Pairs, the 
Female much the fmaller, and often feen to turn 
on their Backs for Dalliance, the Prologue toen- 
gendring : It has an Enemy, called the Threlher, 
a large Fifh too, that has its Haunts here at this 
Seafon, and encounters the Whale, raifing him- 
lelf out of the Water a confiderable Heighth, and 
falling again with great Weight and Force ; it is 
commonly faid alfo, that there is a Sword Fifh 
in thefe Battles, who pricks the Whale up to the 
Surface again, but without this, I believe, he would 
fulfocate when put to quick Motions, unlefs fre- 
quently approaching the Air, to ventilate and re- 
move the Impediments to a fwifter Circulation : 

Nor 
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^or do I think he is battled for Prey, but to re- 
move him from what is perhaps the Food ol bot n 
The Number of Whales here has put me iome- 
^mes on thinking an advantageous Fifhery might 
k, e made of it, but I prefume they (nd more than 
thole of Erafil) are the Sort which yield the pro- 
vable Pa rtf called Whale-Bone : All therefore tha t 
the Flanders do, is now and then to go out with 
two or three Canoes, and let on one tor 1- 
Ve ''fi 0 m 

. The Rocks and outer Lines of the luain , at 
the Haunts of variety of Sea-Birds, especially 
Roobies and Noddies-, the former are of the Big- 
f a Gull, and a dark Colour, named fo from their 
Simplicity becaulethey often fltftill and let the 
bailors take them up in their Hands ; but I fancy 
this fucceeds more frequently from their \\ eari- 
n efs, and the Largenefs of their Wings* which* 
^ v he n t p.ey once have refted, cannot have the Scope 
"eceffary to raife and float them on the Air again- 
The Noddies are fmaller ahd flat footed alio. 

What I would remark more of them, is, the a^ - 
^'rable Inftinft in thefe Birds, for the proper Sea- 
*°ns, anc i t ] ie proper Places for Support, in the 
^foremention’d Months, when the large Filh were 
here, numerous Flocks «bf Fowl attend for the 
PPawn and Superfluity of their Nourifhment ; and 
V January few of either ; for the fame Reafon, 
*here are fcarce any Sea Fowl feen On the African 
£°aft i Rocks and Iflands being generally then* 
beft Security and Subfiftance. 

1 he Harbour of Princes is at the fi. S- ’ > P°’ Q 
the I (land ; the North-Side has_ gradual Soun- 
d ’ n gs, but here deep Water, having no Ground 
f a Mile off with 140 Fathom of Line. The Port 
<>hen in) is a linooth narrow Bay, fife from Winds, 
foulels a little Swell when Southerly) and draugn- 
into other fmaller and fandy Ones, convenient 
^ ^ for 
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for railing of Tents, Watering, and havvling the 
p am i the whoJe protected by a Fort, or rather 
Battery, of a dozen Guns on the Larboard-Side. 
At the Head of die Bay ftands the Town, about a 
Mile from the anchoring Place, and confifts of two 
or three regular Streets, of wooden built Houfes, 
fc’here the Governor and chief Men of the Ifland 
r elide. Here the Water grows fhallow for a con- 
hderable Diftance, and the Natives, at every Ebb, 
(having before encompaffed every convenient Angle 
with a Rife of Stones, fomething like Weirs in En f 
Lrndj^ refortfor catching of Fifh, which, with them, 
is a daily Diverfion, as well as Subflffance, eoo At- 
tending with Sticks and wicker Baskets and if the/ 
cannot dip them with one Hand, they knock them 
down with the other. The Tides rife regularly <5 
Foot in the Harbour, and yet not half that Fleiehth 
without the Capes that make the Bay. 

Heie are conftantly two Miihonaries, who are 
lent for fix Years to inculcate the Chriftian Prin- 
ciples, and more efpecially attend the Converfion 
of the Negroes ^ the prefent are Venetians , inge- 
nious Men, who feem to defpife the loofe Morals 
and Behaviour of the Seculars, and complain of 
them as of the Slaves, ut Color Mores punt nigri. They 
have a neat Conventual-Houfe and a Garden appro- 
pi iated, which, by their own Induftry and Labour, 
not only thrives With the feveral Natives of the 
Soil, but many Exoticks and Curiofities. A Fruit 
in particular, larger than a Chefnut, yellow, con- 
taining two Stones, with a Pulp, or clammy Sub- 
Itance about them, which, when fuck’d, exceeds in 
Sweetnefs, Sugar or Honey, and has this Property 
beyond them, of giving a fweetTafte to every Li- 
fluid you fwallow for the whole Evening after. The 
only Plague infefting the Garden, is a Vermin called 
Land-Crabs, in vaft Numbers, of a bright red Co- 
loui, (in, other Reflects like the Sea ones) which 

burrough 
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burrough in thefe fandy Soils like Rabbets, and aie 
aslhy. 

The Ifland is a pleafant Intermixture of Hil 
Valley j the Hills fpread with Palms, Coco- 
nuts, and Cotton-Trees, with Numbers of Mon- 
eys and Parrots among them •, the Valleys witli 
1 uitful Plantations of Tamms, Kula'u , Papas, V a- 
riet y of Sallatirig, Ananas, or Pine-Apples, Gua- 
v f s , Plantanes, Bananas, Manyocos , and Indian 
n°rn • with Fowls, Guinea Hens, Mufcopy Ducks, 
^ats. Hogs, Turkies, and wild Beefs, with each a 
J ttle Village of Negroes, who, under the Direcbon 
°f 'their feveral Mafters, manage the Cultivation, 
a ud exchange or fell them for Money, much aftei 
fame Rates with the People of St. 7 home. 
f fliall run a Defeription of the Vegetables, with 
their Properties, not only becaufe they are the Pro- 
du c e of this Ifland, but moft of them of Africa in 

general. 

1 he Palm-Trees are numerous on the Shores of 
-Africa, and may be reckoned the firfi: of their na- 
F^ r al Curiofities, in that they afford them Meat, 
tMnk and Cloathing •, they grow very ftraight to 
4o and <jo Foot high, and at the top (only) have 
3 0r 4 Circles of Branches, that lpread and make a 
Ca .pacious Umbrella. The Trunk is very rough 
Vv ith Knobs, either Excrefcencies, or the Healings 
°‘ thofe Branches that were lopped off to forward 
Die Growth of the Tree, and make it anfwer bet- 
^ er in its Fruit. The Branches are ftrongly tied 
^°gether with a Cortex, which may be unravelled 
° a conflderable Length and Breadth-, the inward 
pffnclla of this Cortex, 1 know are wove like a 
"*°ath at Benin, and afterwards died and worn : 
oder the Branches, and clofe to the Body of the 
-l tee, hang the Nuts, thirty Bunches perhaps on 
a Tree, and each of thirty Pound Weight, with 
J? r ickly Films from between them, not unrefem- 

N 3 bling 
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lembling Hedge-Hogs of thele Nuts comes a lb 
quid and pleafant icented Oyl, ufed as Food and 
Sauce all over the Coaft, but chiefly in the Wind- 
ward Parts of Africa, where they ftamp, boil and 
sjn'm it off in great Quantities •, underneath, where 
the Branches faffen, they tap for Wine, called 
Cocba , in this Manner ; the Negroes who are 
moftly limber aftive Fellows, encompafs them- 
felves and the Trees with a Hoop of ftrong With, 
and run up with a great deal of Agility ; at the 
Bottom of a Branch pf Nujts, he males an Exca- 
vation of an Inch and a half over, and tying fa ft 
his Calabaih, leaves it to deftil, which it does to 
two or three Quarts in a Night’s Time, when done 
he plugs it up, and choofes another •, for if fuftered 
to run too much, or in the Day Time, the bap i$ 
Unwarily exhauffed, and the Treefpoiled: The 
Jpqyor thus drawn, is of a wheyiflr Colour, in- 
toxicating and fours in 24 Hours, but when new 
drawn, is picafantef to thirjl and hunger both : It is 
from thefe Wines they draw their Arack in India- 
On the very Top of the Palm, grows a Cabbage, 
piled fo, I believe, from fome refemblance its Taft 
js thought to have with ours, and is ufed like it j 
the Covering has a Down that makes the belt of 
Tinder, and the Weavings of other Parts are drawn 
put into ftrong Threads. 

Coco-pJut-'Trecs are branch’d like, hut not fo tall 
as, Palrfi Trees, the Nut like them, growing under 
the Branches, and clofe to the Trunk } the milky 
Liquor thpy contain, (to half a Pint or more,) is 
often drank to quench Thirft, but lijrfeiting, and 
this may be obferved in their Way of Nourifh# 
ment, that when the Quantity of Milk is large, 
the Shell and Meat are very thin, and harden and 
thicken in Proportion, as that lofes. 

Cottou Trees alfo are the Growth of all Parts of 
•Af ric h, p WfiH as the I (lands, of vaft Bignefs, yet 
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n °t lb incremental as the Shrubs or Bullies of five 
° r Ax Foot high ; thele bear a Fruit (if it may be 

fo called) about the Bignefs of Pigeons Eggs, wh ich 
as the Sun fvvells and ripens, burfts foith and du- 
Covers three Cells loaded with Cotton, and Seeds 
3n the Middle of them : This in moft Parts the Ne- 
groes know how to fpin, and here at Nicongo and 
the Ifland St. Jago, how to weave into Cloths. 

Eamtns are a common Root, fweeter but not un- 
lj ke Potato’s : Kulalu, a Herb like Spinnage : Papa, 
a fruit lefs than the fmalleft Piimkins 5 they are 
al l three for boiling, and to be eat with Meat ; 

latter are improved by tHe En^lijh into aTur- 
fop or an Apple Taft, with a due Mixture of But- 
ter or Limes. 

Guava’s, a Fruit as large as a Pipin, with Seeds 
an d Stones in it, of an uncouth aftringing Taft, tho’ 
never fo much be faid in Commendation of it, at the 
■ e fi~ Indies, it is common for Cr&olians, (who has 
ta fted both,) to give it a Preference to Peach or 
^eftarine, no amazing Thing when Men whole 
■fafts are fo degenerated, as to prefer a 1 oad in a 
Shelly (as Ward calls Turtle,) to Venifon, and Ne- 
S r °es to fine Englijh Ladies. . 

Plantancs and Bonano’s are Fruit of oblong Fft 
gUr e, that I think differ only feenndum Major & 
flinus, if any, the latter are preferable, and by be- 
3n g lels, are juicier } they are ufuall.y, when ftrip- 
P e d of their Coat, eat at Meals inftead of Bread: 
f he Leaf of this Plantane is an admirable Deter- 
ment, and, externally applied, I have feen cure the 
fooft obftinate fcorbutick Ulcers.. t 

Manyoco. A Root that Ifioots its Brancnes about 
the heighth of a Currant Bufh ; from this Root 
the Iffanders make a Farine or Flower, which they 
tell at three Ryals a Roove, and drive a confideia- 
hfo Trade for it with the Ships that call in. The 
tanner of making it, is fir ft to prefs the Juice from it, 
N 4 (which 
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(which is poifonous) done here with Engines, and 
then the Negroe Women, upon a rough Stone rub 
it into a granulated Flower, referved in their Hou- 
les, either to boil, as we do our Wheat, and is a 
hearty Food for the Slaves; or make it into a 
Bread, fine, white, and well tailed, for them felves. 
One thing worth taking Notice about Manyoco in this 
Ilian d, is, tnat the Woods abound with a wild p oh 
fouous and more mortiferons Sort, which fometimeS 
Men, unskilled in the Preparation of it, feed onto 
their Deftru&ion : This the Miffionaries allured me 
they orten experimented in their Hogs, and belie- 
ved' we did in the Mortality of our Sailors. 

Indian Corn, is likewife as well as the Farine de 
Manyoco and Rice, the common Victualling of our 
Slave Ships, and is afforded here at 1000 Heads for 
two Dollars, This Corn grows eight or nine Foot 
high, on a hard Reed or Stick, fhooting forth at e- 
very fix Inches Heighth, fome long Leaves ; it has 
always an Ear, or rather Head, at top, of, perhaps, 
5 °°, L°ld Increafe ; and often two, three, or more, 
Midway. 

Heie aie feme Tamarind Trees; another called 
^Ja,fhofe Fruit, or Nut (about twice the Bignefs 
of a Chefinut, and bitter) is chewed by the Por- 
tngueze, to give a fweet Guff to their Water which 
they drink; but above all, I was fhewn the Bark of 
one (whole Name I do not know ) gravely affirm’d 
to have a peculiar Property of enlarging the Virile 
Member ; I am not fond of Rich Conceits, nor be- 
lieve it in the Power of any Vegetables, but muff 
acknowledge, I have feen Sights of this kind among 
the Negroes very extraordinary ; yet, that there 
may be no Withes among the Ladies for the Impor- 
tation of this Bark, I muff acquaint them, that 
they are found to grow lefs merry, as they encreafe 
Ju Bulk. I had like to have forgot their ’Cinnamon 
f iees^ there is only one Walk of them, and is the 
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Entrance of the Governor’s Villa ; they thrive ex- 
treemly well, and the Bark not inferior to oui Cin- 
namon from India ; why they and other Spice, in a 
boil fb proper, receive no farther Cultivation, is, 
probably, their Sufpicion, that fo rich a Produce, 
anight make fome potent Neighbour take a Fancy to 
the Ifland. . , 

They have two Winters, or rather Springs, and 
tivo Summers : Their Winters, which aie the rainy 
beafous, come in September and February, or March, 
and hold two Months, returning that Fatnefs and 
generative Power to the Earth, as makes it yield 
a double Crop every Year, with little Sweat or 
Labour. 

Hie Ver Ajfiduum atque Alienis Menfibus ^Efias 
— .Hit aYrjvnrLe Veeudes. bis Pom is util is drbos . 


Their firft coming is with Travados, i. e. fuddeiA^ * 
and hard Guffs of Wind, with Thunder, Light- 
ing and heavy Showers, but fliort ; and the next 
new or full Moon at thofe Times of the Yeai , mial- 
hbly introduces the Rains, which once begun, fall 
Xv 'th little Intermiffion, and are observed coldeit in 
February. Similar to thefe are rainy Seafons alio 
° v er all the Coaft of Africa : If there may be al- 
lowed any general Way of calculating their Time, 
they happen from the Courfe of the Sun, as it re- 
f Pefts the eyEauinccbial only ; for if thefe e Axumxet 
prove rainy Seafons all over the World (as I am apt 
to think they are) whatever fecret Caufe operates 
Xv ith that Station of the Sun to produce them will 
more effeftually do it in thofe vicme Latitudes ; 
and therefore, as the Sun advances, the Rams are 
brought on the Why d ah and GoldCoaff,by adpjil, 
and on the Windwardmoft Part of Guiney by . ay. 
The other Seafon of the Sun’s returning to the 
Southward, make them more uncertain and irregu- 
Lir in Northern Africa ; but then to the Southward 
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again, they 1 , proceed in Jike manner, and are a* 
Cape Lopez, in Olhober , at Angola in November^ &C< 
The Manner of living among the Portuguese here 
is, with the utmoft Frugality and Temperance, e- 
ven to Penury and Starving - a familiar Infiance of 
Proof is, in the Voracity of their Dogs, who find- 
ing fuch clean Cupboards at home, are wild in a 
manner with Hunger, and t are up the Graves of 
the Dead for Food, as I have often feen : They 
themfelves are lean with Covetoufnefs, and that 
Chriftian Vertue, which is often the Refult of it, 
Selfdenyal ; and would train up their Cattle in the 
fame way, could they fetch as much Money, or 
had not they their Provifion more immediately of 
Providence. The heft of them ("excepting the Go- 
vernor now and then) neither pay nor receive any 
Vifits of Efcapade or Recreation \ they meet and 
fit down at each others Doors in the Street every 
Evening, and as few of them, in fo fmall an Eland, 
can hdve their Plantations at any greater Diftance, 
than that they may fee it every Day if they will, 
fo the Subject of their Talk is moftly how Affairs 
went there, with their Negroes, or their Ground, 
and then part with one another innocently, but 
empty, 

The Negroes have yet no hard Duty with them, 
they are rather Happy in Slavery for as their Food 
is chiefly Vegetables, that could no way el/e be ex- 
pended, there is no Murmurs bred on that account ; 
and as their Bufinefs is Domeftick, either in the Ser- 
vices of the Hou/e, or in Gardening, Sowing, 
or Planting, they have no more than what every 
Man would prefer for Health and Pleafure ; the 
frardeft of their Work is the Carriage of their 
Pateroons, or their Wives, to and from the Planta- 
tions ; this they do in Hammocks (call’d at Whydah, 
Serpentines ) flung crofs a Pole, with a Cloath over, 
to fcreen the Perfon, fo carried, from Sun and 

Weather, 
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leather, and the Slaves are at each End ; and yet 
* Ve n this, methinks, is better than t. le peci 
Liberty a Man has for himfelf and his Heir 
Vv °rk in a Coal Mine. , , * r „ v - 

The Negroes are, moft of them, thr , 

°f their Patroons, Chriftians, at leaft nomm > 
e xcepting to fome few, they adhere fti ‘ J 

filly Pagan Cuftoms in their Mournings an - 
]°ycings, and in feme Meafut-e, powerful Majority 
Las introduced them with the Vulgar of the Mulatto 
and Portuguese Race. „ , . . 

. If a Perfon die in that Colour, the Relations and 
Lriends of him meet at the Houfe, where the 01 p 
33 laid out decently on the Ground and covered (ail 
ex cept the Face) with a Sheet } they fit round it, 
frying and howling dreadfully, not unlike w^at our 
Countrymen are /aid to do in Ireland: This Morn- 
ing lafis for eight Days and Nights, but not e- 
flualiy intenfe, for as the Friends, who compo e 
|Le Chorus, go out and in, are weary, and unequal- 
J y affeTed, the Tone fcffens daily, and the Inter- 
nals of Grief are longer. ,, 

In Rejoycings and Feftivals they are equa y 
Ddiculous i, thefe are commonly made 011 iome 
Lr'end’s Efcape from Shipwreck, or other Danger : 
Jhey meet in a large Room of the Houle, with a 
Lti'utn Strum, to which one of the Company, per- 
Laps, fings wofully • the reft (tending round the 
Loom clofe to the Petitions, take it in their 1 urns 
(one or two at a time) to ftep round, called Dan- 
Cl ’ng, the whole clapping their Hands continually, 
?n d hooping out every Minute Abeo, which fignity 
31 o more, than, bow do you- And this fooli 1 11 1 

^Ll continue three or four Days toget er at a 
LJoufe, and perhaps twelve or fixteen Hours at a 
time. 

The Portuguese, t\io^ eri\ment\y abftetnious an tern 
P e rat ? in all other Things, are unbounded i^their 
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Lulls ; and perhaps they fubftitute the former in 
ro ^m of a Surgeon, as a Counterpoiion to the 
Mifchiefs of a promiscuous Salacity : They have moil 
of them Venereal Taints, and with Age become 
meager and heftick : I faw two Inftances here of 
Venereal Ulcers that had cancerated to the Bowels, 
Speftacles that would have effectually perfwaded 
Men (I think) how Salutary the Reftri&ion of 
Laws are. 

Amiobono is the 1 aft, and of the Ieaft Confequence 
of the three Blands ^ there are Plenty of Fruits and 
Provifions, exchariged to Ships for old Cloaths and 
Trifles of any Sort ; they have a Governor nomi- 
nated from St, Thome, and two or three Priefts nei- 
ther of which are minded, every one living at Di- 
fcretion, and fill’d with Ignorance and LuftP 

To return to Davis, the next Day after he left 
A namaboe, early in the Morning, the Man at the 
Maft-Head efpied a Sail. It muft be obferved, they 
keep a good Look-out for, according to their Ar- 
ticles, he who firft efpies a Sail, if ihe proves a Prize, 
is entitled to the beft Pair of Piftols on Board, over 
and above his Dividend, in which they take a iingu- 
lar Pride ; and a Pair of Piftols has fometimes been 
iold for thirty Pounds, from one to another. 

Immediately they gave Chace, and foon came up 
with her •, the Ship proved to be a Hollander, and 
being betwixt Davis and the Shore, ihe made all 
the Sail fire could, intending to run aground ; Davis 
gueffed her Defign, and putting out all his fmall 
Sails, came up with her before ihe could efleft it, 
and fired a Broad-iide, upon which ihe immediate- 
ly ftruck, and called for Quarter. It was granted, 
for according to Davis ' s Articles, it was "agreed, 
that Quarter ihould be given whenever it was cal- 
led for, upon Pain of Death. 


This 
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• This Ship proved a very rich Prize, having the 
P°vernor of Acra on Board, with all his Effects, go- 
3n g to Holland there was in Money to the Value or 
1 5oooh Sterling, befides other valuable Merchandi- 
Zes , all which they brought on Board of them elves. 
LJpon this new Succefs, they reftored Captain, 
and Captain Plumb, before-mentioned, their 
-hips again, but ftrengthened their Company with 
thirty fi ve Hands, all white Men, taken out of 
thefe two and the Monice Sloop they alio re- 
nted the Dutch their Ship, after having plunder d 
^ er , as is mentioned. _ c 

Before they got to the Bland of Princes, one or 
their Ships, viz., that call’d the King James, fprung 
a Beak •, Davis order’d all Hands out of her, on 
Board his own Ship, with every thing elfe of Uie, 
a hd left her at an Anchor at High Cameroon. As foon. 
as he came in Sight of the Bland, he hoifted Englijh 
polours • the Portuguefe obferving a large Ship lini- 
ng towards them, fent out a little Sloop to exa^ 
P'he what ihe might be-, this Sloop hailing of Davis, 
f told them he was an Englijh Man of V- a 1 ', 111 
of Pyrates, and that he had received Intern- 
gonce there were fome upon that Coaft , upon this 
£hey received him as a welcome Gueft, and piloted 
h’m into the Harbour. He faluted the Fort, which 
f le V anfwered, and he came to an Anchor juft under 
^eir Guns, and hoifted out the Pinnace, Man of 
War Faihion, ordering nine Hands and a Coxen in 
to row him aihore. 

_ The Portuguese, to do him the greater Honour, 
le "t down a File of Mufqueteers to receive him, 
an d conduft him to the Governor. The Governor 
in the leaf! fufpefting what he was, received 
bun very civilly, promifing to fupply him with 
whatever the Bland afforded Davis thanked him, 
filing .him, the King of England would pay foi what- 
ever he ihould take : fo after feveral Civilities 

pafsd 
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pafs’d between him and the Governor, he returned 
again on Board. 

It happened a French Ship came in there to fuppl/ 
it felf with fome NecefTaries, which Davis took in- 
to his Head to plunder, but to give the Thing a 
Colour of Right, he perfuaded the Portuguese , that 
fhe had been trading with the Pyrates, and that 
he found feveral Pyrates Goods on Board, which 
he feized for the King’s Ufe : This Story palled fo 
well upon the Governor, that he commended Da- 
•vis’s Diligence. 

A few Days after, Davis, with about fourteen more, 
went privately afhore, and walk’d up the Country 
towards a Village, where the Governor and th£ 
other chief Men of the Ifland kept their Wives, in 
tending, as we may fuppofe, to fupply their Hus- 
bands Places with them ; but being difcovered, the 
Women fled to a neighbouring Wood, and Davis and 
the reft retreated to their Ship, without effefting 
their Defign : The Thing made fome Noife, but aS 
no body knew them, it palled over. 

Having cleaned his Ship, and put all Things in 
Order, his Thoughts now were turned upon the 
main Bufinefs, viz., the Plunder of the Ifland, arid 
not knowing where the Treafure lay, a Stratagem 
came into his Head, to get it ( as he thought) with 
little Trouble , heconfulted his Men upon it, and 
they liked the Defign : His Scheme was, to make a 
Prefent to the Governor, of a Dozen Negroes, by 
Way of Return for the Civilities received from him, 
and afterwards to invite him, with the chief Men, 
and fome of the Friers, on Board his Ship, to an En- 
tertainment ; the Minute they came on Board, they 
were to be fecured in Irons, and there kept till they 
flhould pay a Ranfom of 40000 /. Sterling. 

But this Stratagem proved fatal to him, for a For - 
tuguese Negroe (warn afhore in the Night, and dilco- 
vered the whole Plot to the Governor, and aifo let 

him 
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him know, that it was Davis who had made the At- 
tempt upon their Wives. However, the Governor 
^iffembled, received the Pyrates Invitation civilly, 
a nd promiled that he and the reft would go. 

The next Day Davis went on Shore himfelf^ as 
Tit were out of greater Refpeft to bring the Gover- 
b?r on Board : He was received with the ufual Ci- 
'f'i'ty, and he, and other principal Pyrates, who, by 
the Way, had affirmed the Title of Lords, and as 
r* c h took upon them to advife or councel their 
Ca Ptain upon any important Occafion ; and like* 
held certain Priviledges, which the common 
grates were debarr’d from, as walking the Quar- 
ter-D ec k, ufing the great Cabin, going afhore at 
^leafure, and treating with foreign Powers, that is, 
^ith the Captains of Ships they made Prizeof ; I lay, 
•Davis and fome of the Lords were defired to walk up 
t° the Governor’s Houfe, to take fome Refrefhmeijt 
be fore they went on Board they accepted it with* 
but the leaft Sufpicion, but never returned again ; 
° r Ambufcade was laid, a Signal being given, a 
yhoie Volley was fired upon them they every Man 
. r °PP"d, except one, this one fled back, and efcaped 
lr *to the Boat, and got on Board the Ship : Davis 
Xvas fhot through the Bowels, yet he rife again, and 
JUade a weak Effort to get away, but his Strength 
°°n forfook him, and he dropp’d down dead; juft: 
f s he fell, he perceived he was followed, and draw* 
out his Piftols, fired them at his Purfuers; Thus 
, e & game Cock, giving a dying Blow, that hff 
fi)1 ght not fall unrevenged. 
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CHAP. XI. 

O F 

Captain Bartho. Roberts, 

And his Crew. 

B artholomew Roberts failed in an honeft Employ, 
from London aboard of the Princefs, Captain 
Plumb Commander, of which Ship he was 
(econd Mate : He left England, November 1719, anti 
arrived at Guincy about February following, and be- 
ing at Anamaboe , taking in Slaves for "the Weff- 
Indies, was taken in the laid Sh ip by Captain How 
el Davis, as mentioned in the preceeding Chapter. 
In the beginning he was very averfe to this fort 
of Life, and would certainly have efcaped from 
them, had a fair Opportunity prefented it fe If 5 
yet afterwards he changed his Principles, as many 
befides him have done upon another Element and 
perhaps for the fame Reafon too, viz.. Preferment, 
‘ ' an d what he did not like as a private Man 

he could reconcile to his Confcience as a Com- 
mander. 

Davis being cut off in the manner beforementi- 
oned, the Company found themfelves under a Ns- 
ceffity of filling up his Poft, for which there ap- 
pear’d two or three Candidates among the Iele£t Part 

of 


Capt. JBarthq. Roberts.. 2c0 

j them, chat were diftinguilh’d by the Title of 
°Rds, fuch were Sympfon, Ajhplant, Anfiis, &c. and 
can vaffing this Matter, how Ihatter’d and weak 
^Condition their Government muff be without a 
ea d, ffnce Davis had been remov’d, in the man* 
| heforemention’d, my Lord Dennis propos’d, its 
ai d, over a Bowl to this Purpofe. 

^• 7 fat it was not of any great Signification who was dig* 
‘fy d with Title •, for really and in Truth , all good Go- 
t ^ r ‘ 7n ents had ( like theirs ) the fupream Power lodged with 
Community, who might doubtlefs depute and revoke as 
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fed Interefl or Humour . 

(fays he) and fhould a Captain be fo fawcy as to ex 
it J’ re fcription at any time , why down with Him ! 
fat^ ^ 6 a C autlon a f ter ^ e * s dead- t0 bis Succejfors, of what 
if ^ Conference any fort of affuming may bet However $ 
vny Advice , that , while we are fober , we pitch upon a 
P ■ an °j Courage, and ski IP d in Navigation, one, who by 
Council and Bravery feems befi able to defend this Com J 
an n . XVea bth, and ward us from the Dangers and Tempefts of 
Element, and the fatal Conferences of Anarchy if 
in ^ f Uc b a one I take Roberts to be. A Fellow ! 1 think f 
FfBefpePls, worthy your Effcem and Favour ; 

^ I his Speech was loudly applauded by all but Lord 
who had fecret Expectations himlelf, but! 
fw - S f^f a PpPi ntm C nt: < grew lullen, and left them, 
Jp ^ ear hrg, he did not care who they chofe Captain, fo it 
y e J >10t a Papifl, for dgainff them he had conceiv'd an ir * 
c °ncileable Hatred, for that his Father had been a Suffer * 
z » Monmouth’; Rebellion. 

h Roberts was accordingly defied, tho 4 he had not 
CQ e ^ a bove fix Weeks among them, the Choice was 
^ rj firm’d both by the Lords and Commoners, and 
el\ acce pted of the Honour, faying, That fnce he had 
d his Hands in muddy Water, and muff be a Pyrate , it 
A ett . er being a Commander than a common Man, 

£iov ^ 30n as c h e Government was fettled, by prdttto** 
8 other Officer s in the room of thofe that were kill’d 
Q by 
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by the Portuguese, the Company refolv’d to revenge 
Captain Davis ’ s Death, he being more than ordina- 
rily relpefted by the Crew for his Affability and 
good Mature, as well as his Conduft and Bravery 
upon all Oecaftons ; and purfuant to this Refblution, 
about 30 Men were landed in order to make an At- 
tack upon the Fort, which muff be afcended to by a 
fteep Hill againft the Mouth of the Cannon. Thele 
Men were headed by one Kennedy, a bold daring 
Fellow, but very wicked and profligate ; they 
march’d direHly up under the Fire of their Ship 
Guns, and as foon as they were difcover’d, the Por- 
tuguese quitted their Poft and fled to the Town, and 
the Py rates march’d in without Oppofition, fet Fire 
to the Fort, and threw all the Guns off the Hill into 
the Sea, which after they had done, they retreated 
quietly to their Ship. 

But this was not look’d upon as a fufficient Sa- 
tisfaction for the Injury they received, therefore 
moft of the Company were for burning the Town, 
which Roberts laid he would yield to, if any Means 
could be propofed of doing it without their own 
DeftruCtion, for the Town had a fecurer Scituation 
than the Fort, a thick Wood coming almoft clofe 
to it, affording Cover to the Defendants, who 
under fuch an Advantage, he told them, it was to 
be fear’d, would fire and fland better to their Arms; 
befides, that bare Houles would be but a flendet 
Reward for their Trouble and Lofs. This prudent! 
Advice prevailed; however, they mounted the 
French Ship, they feiz’d at this Place, with 1 2 Guns, 
and light’ned her, in order to come up to the Town, 
the Water being fhoal, and battered down feverai 
Houles; alter which they all returned on Board, 
gave back the French Ship to thofe that had moft 
Right to her, and failed out of the Harbour by the 
light of two Portuguefe Ships, which they were plea- 
led to fet on Fire there. 

Roberts 
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Roberts flood away to the Southward, and met 
'Hth a Dutch Guiney Man, which he made Prize of, 
but after having plundered her, the Skipper had 
his Ship again : Two Days after, he took an E nghjh 
hhip, called the Experiment, Captain Cornet , at Cape 
Copes, the Men went all into the pyrate Service, 
a ‘id having no Occafion for the Ship, they burnt 
her, and then fleered for St. Thome, hut meeting 
' v ith nothing in their Way, they failed for Annabo - 
and there water’d, took in Proviflons, and put 
to a Vote of the Company, whether their next 
Voyage fhould be, to the Eafi-Indies, or to Brafil ; 
the latter being relolved on, they failed according- 
ly, and in 28 Days arrived at Fcrdinando, an unin- 
habited Illand, on that Coaft : Here they water’d, 
hoot-top’d their Ship, and made ready for the de- 
igned Crude. 

Now that we are upon this Coaft, I think it will 
he the proper Place to prefent our Readers with a 
h>efcription of this Country, and fome ingenious 
Remarks of a Friend, how beneficial a Trade might 
he carried on here by our Weft-India Merchants, at 
a little Hazard. 

A 

Description 

O F 

BRASIL, &c. 

B RASIL fa Name fignifying the holy Crofs ) 
was dil’covered for the King of Portugal, by 
-Alvarez Cabral, Ann. Dom. 1501. extending almoft 
h‘°m the zALquinotHal to 28 0 South. The Air is 
temperate and cool, in companion, of the IVefl-fa- 

O 2- dies. 
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dies, from ftronger Breezes and an opener Country, 
which gives lefs Interruption to the Winds. 

The northernmoft Part of it ftretching about 
180 Leagues, (a fine fertile Country,) was ta- 
ken from the Tortuguefe by the Dutch Wefl-Indi a 
Company, Anno. 1637 or thereabouts 3 but the 
Conquerors, as is natural where there is little or 
no Religion fubfiftiiig, made fuch heavy Exactions 
on the Tortuguefe, and extended fuch Cruelty to 
the Natives, that prepared them both eaftiy to 
unite for a Revolt, facilitated by the Dutch Mis- 
management : For the States being at this Time 
very intent on their India Settlements, not only re- 
called Count Morrice their Governor, but negleft- 
ed Supplies to their Garrifons •, however, tho’ the 
others were 'countenanced with a Fleet from for* 
tugal, and had the Affeftion of the Natives, yet 
they found Means to withfiand and ftruggle with 
this luperior Power, from 1643 to i55o, and then 
was wholly abandoned by them, on Articles dif- 
honourable to the Portvguefe 0 viz. 

1 hat the Dutch, on Relinqui filing, fhould keep 
all the Places they had conquered in India from 
Portugal. I hat they fhould pay the States 800000 k 
and permit them {till the Liberty of Trade to Afr r 
ca and Brafil, on the fame Cuftom and Duties with 
the Ring of Portugal's Subjects. But fmce that 
lime, new Stipulations and Treaties have been 
made ■, wherein the Dutch , who have been totally 
excluded the Brafil Trade, have, in lieu thereof, 3 
Compofition of 1 o per Cent, for the Liberty of tra- 
ding to Africa • and this is always left by every 
Tortuguefe Ship (before fhe begins her Slaving) 
with the Dutch General of the" Gold-Coafl, at V cS 
Alinas. 

There are only three principal Towns of Trad® 
on the Brafil Coaft, St. Salvadore , St. Sebajlian , mw 
Ternambuca. , 

St' 
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St. Salvadore in the Bahia los t«dos Santos, is an 
Archbifhoprick and Seat of the Viceroy, the chief 
Port of Trade for Importation, where moft of the 
Gold from the Mines is lodged, and whence the 
Fleets for Europe generally depart. The Seas about 
it abound with Whale-Fifh, which in the Seaton 
they catch in great Numbers ■, the Flefh.is falted 
U P generally to be the Victualling of their Slave- 
hhips, and the Train reserved for Exportation, at 
Bo and 35 Millrays a Pipe. 

Bio Janeiro (t he Town St. Sebajlian) is the . South - 
ornmoft of the Tortuguefe , the worft provided of 
Fleceifaries, but commodious for a Settlement, be- 
c aule nigh the Mine, and convenient to fupervife 
the Slaves, who, as I have been told, do ufually al- 
low their Matter a Dollar per Diem, and have the 
Overplus of their Work (if any) to themfelves. 

The Gold from hence is elteemed the beft, (for 
being of a copperifh Colour,) and they have a Mint 
to run it into Coin, both here and at Bahia’, the 
•Moidors of either having the initial Letters of each 
Place upon them. 

Pemarnbuca (tho’ mention’d iaft) is the fecqnd m 
Fignity, a large and populous Town, and ho sits rile 
from the Ruins of Olinda, (or the handfome,) a 
City of a far pleafanter Situation, fix Miles up the 
Fiver, but not fo commodious for Traffick mid 
Commerce, juft above the Town the River divides 
it felt' into two Branches, not running dire&ly into 
the Sea, but to the Southward ■, and in the Nook of 
the Illand made by that Divifion, ftands the Gover- 
nor’s Houle, a fquare plain Building of Prince Mau - 
face’s, with two Towers, on which are only this 
■Fate infcribed. Anno xd+t. 1 he Avenues to it 
are every way pleafimt, thro’ Vifto’s of tall Coco- 
nut Trees. 

Over each Branch of the River is a Bridge that 
fading to the Country is all of Timber, but the 

O 3 other 
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other to the Town ("of twenty fix or twenty eight 
Arches^) is half of Stone, made by the Dutch , who 
in their Time had little Shops and gaming Houles 
on each Side for Recreation. 

The Pavements alfo of the Town are in loine 
Places of broad Tiles, the remaining Fragments of 
their Conqueft. The Town has the outer Branch 
of the River behind it, and the Harbour before it, 
jetting into which latter are clofe Keys for the 
weighing and receiving of Cuftomage on Merchan- 
dize, and for the meeting and conferring of Mer- 
chants and Traders. The Houles are ftrong built, 
but homely, letticed like thofe of Lisbon , for the 
Admiffion of Air, without Clofets, and what 
is worfe. Hearths ■, which makes their Cookery 
confift all in frying and ftewing upon Stoves:, and 
that they do till the Flefa become tender enough 
to fhake it to Pieces,, and one Knife is then thought 
fuflicient to ferve a Table of half a Score. 

1 he greateft Inconvenience of Pernambuco is, that 
there is not one Publick-Houie in it ; lo that Stran- 
gers are obliged to hire any ordinary one they 
can get, at a Guinea a Month : And others 
who come to tranlail Affairs of Importance, muff 
come recommended, if it were only for the fake of 
Privacy. 

The Market is flocked well enough. Beef being at 
five Farthings per l. a Sheep or Goat at nine Shillings, 
d Turkey four Shillings, and Fowls two-shillings, the 
largeft I ever law, and may be procured much 
Cheaper, by hiring a Man to fetch. them out of 
the Country. The deareft in its kind is Water, 
which being fetch’d in Veffels from Olinda, will not 
be put on Board in the Read under two Cruladtfs 
a Pipe. 

The JPortuguefe here are darker than thofe of Eu - 
/ope,: riot only from a warmer Climate, but their 
many Intermarriages With the Negroes, who are 
< ' ■ nunie- 
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numerous there, and fom.e of them of good CieTt 
and Circumftances. The Women (not unlike the 
Mulatto Generation every tfhere elle) aie fond o 
Strangers-, not only the Courtezans, w oe n 
reft maybe luppofed to wind up their Affections, 
but alfo the marryed Women who think them- 
felves obliged, when you favour them Wl 1 
Secrecy of an Appointment y but the n l! P 
pinefs of purfuing Amours, is, that the g e ‘y 
rallity of both Sexes are touched witu vener-L 
Taints, without fo much as one Surgeon among 
them, or any Body skilled in Phyfick, t0 < j ur p ^ 
palliate the’ progrellive Mdch-ef: The on 1 ' 

Jon pretending that Way, is an Irijh Father, whole 
Knowledge is all comprehended in the Virtues ot 
two or three Simples, and thofe, with the Salubrity 
of the Air and Temperance, is what they depend on, 
for fubduing the worft of Malignity ■, and it may 
not be unworthy Notice, that tho’ tew are exemp- 
ted from the Misfortune of a Running, Eruptions, 
or the like, yet I could hear ot none precipitated 
into thole deplorable Circumftances we lee common 
in unskillful mercurial Precedes. _ 

There are three Monafteries, and about fix 
Churches, none of them Rich or Magnificent, un- 
3 efs one dedicated to St. Antonio > the ration o 
their Kingdom, which fhines all over with exqui- 

fite Pieces of Paint and Gold. 

The Export of Brajil (befides Gold)is chiefly Su- 
gars and Tobacco-, the latter are Tent off in Rowls 
of a Quintal Weight, kept continually moiftened 
with Muloffus, which, with the Soil it fprings from, 
imparts a ftrong and peculiar Scent, mo, e sua- 
ble in the Snuff made from it, whica tho undei 
Prohibition of importing to Lisbon fells here at 
zs. perl, as the Tobacco does at about ■ 6 Mdliaies 
a Rowl. The fineft of their Sugars fells at 8 s. per 
Hoove, and a fmall ill rafted Rum drawn from 
* O 4 the 
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the Dregs and Muloffus, at two Tefiunes a Gal- 

TWmxt* t ] lere ’ J 5!' ,e y fen<i off great Quantities of 
r . 1 , °. od ’ and Whale Oyl, home Gums and Par- 
' t 7 n , ? tter r ar « d ifferent from the African in Co- 
‘ n ignefs, for as they are blue and larger, 
./e are green and fmaller ; and the Females of 

broyglu to talk ' ^ Wild N ° tC > and Cann0t be 

Ip heu or this Produce, the Portuguese , once every 

of r? 7 tbei L FIeet i T°. m Lis b™, import all manner 
European Commodities ; and whoever is unable 

hLrf£ ' gept ot Supplying himfelf at 'that Seafon, 
Another a V£ry adyanced Rate ? before the Return of 

To tranfport Paflbngers, Slaves, or Merchan- 
^e ii om one Settlement to another, or in Filhing i 
iiey make ufe qf Bark-Logs, by the Brafiliws called 
J'-ngadahs : They are made of four Pieces ofTimber 
? two out ermoft longed) pinned and fanned to- 
P er ’ . and fharpened at the Ends: Towards each 
£.X-reffiity a Stool is fixed to fit on for paddling, or 
hoidmg by, when the Agitation is more than ordinar 
y , wjth thefe odd fort of Engines, continually 
wafted over by the Water, do thefe People, with 
1 - e tuangular Sail fpreeted about the Middle of 
^ en r ture out °f Sight of Land, and along the 
CoaRc f 0r many Leagues, in any fort of Weather ; 

* n i they overfet with a Squall (which is not un- 

1 ,ai m ° n) prefently turn it up right 

The Natives are of the darkeft Copper Colour, 
w 1 • * J Hair, of a fquare ftrong make, and muf- 
eu ar .’ bllt t r,ot fo well looking as the Wooley Ge- 
neration : They acquiefce patiently to the Fortunes 

. ,"? bo , ufe tbem much more humanly 

*n Chrmian-hke than the Dutch did, and by that 

* mans have extended Quietnefs and Peace, as vyeU 
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as their Po.feffions, three or four hundred Miles in- 
to the Country. A Country abounding with fine 
Paftures and numerous Herds of Cattle, and yields 
a vaft Increafe from every thing that is lown : 
Hence they bring down to us Parrots, fmall Mon- 
kies, Armadillos and Sanguins, and I have been aft 
fured, they have, (far In-land,) a Serpent of a vaft 
Magnitude, called Siboya, able, they fay, to fw allow 
a whole Sheep’, I have feen my felf here the S'km 
of another Specie full fix Yards long, and therefore 
think the Story not improbable. 

The Harbour of Fernambuca is, perhaps, angular, 
it is made of a Ledge of Rocks, half a Cables length 
from the Main, and but little above the Surface of 
the Water, running at that equal Diftance and 
Heighth feveral Leagues, towards Cap e A ugu ft in e, a 
Harbour running between them capable of receiving 
Ships of the greateft Burthen : The Northermoft 
End of this Wall of Rock, is higher than any Part of - 
the contiguous Line, on which a. little Fort is built, 
commanding the Paffage either of Boat or Ship, as 
they come over the Bar into the Harbour : On the 
Starboard Side, (i.e. the Main) after you have en- 
tered a little way, hands another Fort (a Pentagon) 
that would prove of fmall Account, I imagine, a- 
gainff a few difeiplined Men , and yet in theft confifts 
fill their Strength and Security, either for the Har- 
bour or Town : They have begun indeed a Wall, 
lince their removing from Olinda, defigned to fur- 
round the latter ; but the flow Progreis they 
make in raifing it, leaves Room to lufpeft twill be a 
long time in finifhing. 

The Road without, is ufed by the Portuguese, 
when they are nigh failing for Europe, and wait for 
the Convoy, or are bound to Bahia to them, and by 
Strangers only when Keceflity compels; tire beft ofjt 
is in ten Fathom Water, near three Miles W. N. W. 
fro pi tjhe Town ; nigher in, i§ foul with the many 

Anchors 
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Anchors loft there by the Portuguese Ships ; and far, 
tlier oht (m t 4 Fathom) corally and Rocky. July 
^thevvorft and Winter Seafon of this Coaft, the 
Tiade Winds being then very ftrong and dead, 
bunging m a prodigious and unfafe Swell into the 
Road, intermixed every Day with Squalls, Rain, 

and a hazey Horizon, but at other times ferener 
Skies and Sunffime. 

In theft Southern Latitudes is a Conftellatien, 
whjch from fome Reftmblance it bears to a Jerufa- 
thL i-t ° S ’ r , as tne Name of Crofters, the brighteft of 

S' ar anC | ar ? obferved by, as the Morth 

tar is in Noi them Latitudes • but what I mention 

“r, r ’' 5 > to introduce the admirable Phenomenon 
0 . ^1“ 0t th ° Me Sehanick Clouds, whoft Ri- 
ft rid'"’]? Sittings are fo regular, that I have been af- 
, re fame J\o£turnal Obforvations are made 
^ the Sfars i They are two Clouds, 
V. ‘ > n whitift, no larger in. Appearance than a 

oSo ' a r d are leeu here ' m ? ul y in the Latitude 
,, ■ V rfi:,ou t lour of the Clock in the Morning ; if 

J' T ! L^f P c eaiai r e fllOLlld be Laid to be the Refledlion 
i-ha n : m’ l0m . L° me Stellary Bodies above them, yet 
the Difficulty is not eafily anfwered, how theft be- 

"Motions 2153 beCOme durable and regular in their 

rhf t/ 11 Ca £ uaI Obforvations on the Country, 

I 08 **’ a , nd be as it would be an 

l n 0 . eave the Subject without fome EfTay 
oman interloping Slave Trade here, which none of 
.? u . ntl y m en are adventrous enough to purfue r 
1 . lC vei y piobably, under a prudent Manager 

would be attended With Safety and very great Pro- 
V cf • ad ' mre the more it is not ftruck at, be- 
len^ h,P ^ fr v m thC Southern Coaft of Africa, don’t 
bv ml ’ n n °^ a £ e to the Weft-Indies a great deal, 
by taking a Part of BrafU in their Way. 


The 
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The Diiadvantages the ^U^very 

purchafing Slaves, are thefe, ‘ an d the Gold, 

few proper G°mmodrtres fo 

which was their clpefeft, by earrie ^ thither, 

hands now prohibited fiom P r w an d in- 

lb that the Ships employed t ere. jf , 11 
fofficientfor the afb^Li fo 

doubt they do, or they cou ™ Value like Mer- 
chace) yet Gold does not tade i s vain ^ 

chandize in travelling (efpecialy / j 

when the Compohuon wrth he D ^ 

they may be laid to buy the ^ o do 

double the Price the EM, xtravaEant ly 

which neceffarfly railes their V^ue extravagantly 

at Brafds (thoft who can pm chafe one, buyin D 

certainer Annuity than South-Sea Stout.) n ia il 

Ss far of the C, 11 . for Sta™, " f[f s ’ ob ' ie S 
now confide r and obviate oi interpo- 

and fome on our Side. p • 0 f Death, 

On their Side it is prohibited Pain ot l Je , 

a Law lefseffeftual to the Prevention ot t tl w P 
niary Muftis would be , becaufe a and 

quate and difpropoitioned, . ^ h j s Rffiru- 

makes it merciful in the _ r ten ]\p 0 i- 

to t^«T3frched this Ae com- 
dors, when any Subject ’ they are found 

mon Cuftom fo to do as often as they 


out. 


!t ‘ o-i v •= Cfinfifcation of what they can 
On our Side it is Coi H nQ MenofW Ltf 

get, wh }^confideung, t y Utt ie without lu, 

to guard the Coaft, llce ^L D * i ' 

pine Negleft and Care! and.bejng in 

lam a Man of War nfPvrates, put 
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'ATtuiZA T? I “ e,,i P"“. W eoable me for 
ore off fi’l't 6 j fe ^l o1 Pyrates keeps every 

-the c l! r y r UVC firft fent an Office?, with 
me proper Compliments to the Governm- 

.mmedmtel, given Leave for yo^Tuy^ Lee! 

aie ln c V3nt of ’ Provided it be 

which is attain ft ri! 10 *! aU ^ X , c \ an S e of Merchandize, 
nrf S J?’ ft ft the Laws oF the Country. 

the Succefs of the who?e^Aiiair ? n / ho "' <fe P e ”* 
S' the ertr J furr °™“ at landing 

venior h tL t! Ne the fa CO r Pliment is P*»d to the Go- 

what" Negroes^hecao tv^'t dlhaf S “ 
id ST' b reffibly ufe no Wotieot in 1 

atJthe C;rcl#,„ce5r^ ? "“r f ' he Gei,t l™ a ". 

leaving the other win™ S f ° f °° n engaged aFter 
Man’s inH-rmo *. ’ a 1, 8° a (treat way in forming a 

sJS^fsrargjrs hira - t ,or ihe 

Cargo i„ 

«WJS*** 1 M “ s, ” e - The 

r ? here has be ™ another Method attempted of 

StT, » rr l t ' onde,l , ce with r °™ ronejAt 

Chant oi two, who, as they may be certain within a 

Fortnight 
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Fortnight of any Veffels arriving on their^oait 

with Slaves, might fettle ^ i Par [ 0 f the Coaft, 
quing them at an unfrequenter t he Price, 

but whether any E Y e P t '°?\v f cove ry , and the feve* 
or that the Portugueje dread D q[ the Law, 

reft Profecution on fo notorious < abortive. 

I cannot tell but it has hither o p ‘ ^ teJJ( jgjj 
However, 

Jamaica- 

Upon this Coaft our Rovers. cruiz’d _ for about 
nine Weeks, keeping genera y ou i mfcourag’d 
Land, but without feeing a Sai , the Station, 

them fo, that they determined to leave n ' 

and fleer for the 

flood in to make the Land lor t b 

Departure, and thereby they fell 
with a Fleet of 42 Sail of .?.«*«/ WS ®r 

Bay of los todos Santos , with all their S 

ii. iey.ral oi theme good 

waiting for two Men of War , fl lfl uld 

their Convoy. However, Roberts 
go hard with him, but he would m <l P b ;J h 
fet among them, nod 

Fteet, nod kept his Jy came clofe up W 

could be form d that done, i y (end d;e m . 
one of the deepeft, and ordered he them J)0 

fler on Board quietly, threat mng 1 S Diftrefs 

Quarters, if any Refiftance ^/^nrized at thefe 
was made. The Port “g“f ilh P 0 f Cytlafties 

Threats, and the ludden Word, and 

from thePyrates, fubnntted withou h ; m 

the Captain came on Board er 

/fripndlv manner, tellmg h®, 
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was £ dcS’shTn- 011 *^ to ba informed "l** 

without Mofoftatfon S d r r 1 efiored t0 ]lis Ship 
mediate Death ocher ^ e > he muft expeS im- 

SSI $* r >“ 4 

than the i rofr but this ’ ^J 11 ? °fgi eater Force 
they were Portuguefe thevTiiid a y s ddma y ec ^ them, 
ly fleered away for & 7 wjL f T ° lmmedkte ~ 
in Hail, the Ms ft* ,,T' , rbe y came with- 

ordered to as k hnm c 1 - 0 ™ t ls ^ ba d Prifoner, was 
invite him on ’Board ei ^f tor , Ca P ttai ” did ■ And to 
Conference to i m pan ^ ft ^t^i! -H “ Mmer °f 
returned for Anl wer ru ?, eing done > he 

prefer/ tly': But by r h e Buftle tl *?** 

lowed, the Pvra'LJl! . *'? that immediately fol. 
and that this was P y ceived > tbe y were difcovered, 
Time to put their Shin * a 1 Anfwer t0 gain 

flo Without further Sl P “if P ° fture of Defence ; 
Side, boarded and P ouredi . n a Broad- 

fliort and warm P • ber ’ tbe Difpute was 
fell, and two onlv fft 111 of the 

the Fleet was b ? e c P >™s. By this Time 
Sheets flying anc^CA * f Ig '? ls ° 7 Top-gallant 

t0 giv / Notice to 
made but fcurvv haft „ . dftll [ at aa Anchor, and 
if what the Plates h S thdr Affiftance i a ”d 
the Commanders of thof?^ 65 related ’ be true > 

the higheft Decree n , Sh ' ps , were blamea ble to 

-■Khf, Ae nC’„ TLCvfl I 1 ” 5 P' 1 ,'’ ° r , & 

Prize to fail heavy and lit or r R f b . ens finding the 
her, lay by for the beh ' if r‘“l nW to loof = 
much out failed the other'll ° f the ™/ whlcb 
tie, which was ° and prepared for Bat- 

fuch fuperior Force - for Tofj ■ declined > tbo ’ of 
the Pyrate alone, he’ tarried fo £ "6 to venture oft 
aS «*" them both 

They 
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They found this Ship exceeding rich, 
den chiefly with Sugar, Skins, «n ^ Trinc- 

in Gold 40000 Moidors, beln.es . ‘ £ ro (g 

bets, of'confiderable Value ; ^ 

fet with Diamonds, defigned for the g 
gal ■ which they afterwards prefented to he Cover 

nor of Caiana, by whom they were obhged 

Elated with this Booty, they had nothing 
to think of but fome fafe Retieat , ^ th; 7 

might give themfelves up to all the 
Luxury and Wantonnefs could beftow and for the 
prefont, pitch’d upon a Place called di 
Iflands, in the River of Surinam, on the « 
Liana, where they arrived, and found the^deit 
Reception imaginable, not only from e ^an- 
nor and Faflory, but their Wives who h h 
ged Wares and drove a confiderable 1 ra 

th They foiz’d in this River a Sloop, and by her 
gained Intelligence, that a Brigantine had a fo 
failed In Company with her, from Rhode- If and 

denwith Provifions for the Co* ; 

go ' They growing Ihort m the Sea Store, and a 

tancbo fays, No Adventures to be 
Timber. One Evening as they were ^ma mg (the^ 
Mine of T reafurej the Portuguefe Prize, th P 
ed VelTel was defer y’d at Maft-Head -and Roberts, 
imagining no Body could do the 11 n . ' 

him elf, takes 4 o £4dd£ 

purfuit of her i but a ratal acciucul 

ralli, tho’ inconfi.de rable Adventure, for Rober tr th: i 
ing of nothing lefs than bringing m o ^ 

that Afternoon, never troubled his Head about 
the Sloop’s Provifion, nor inquired what there . 
on Board to fubfift foch a Number ofMen^ 
out he fails after Ins expefted Priz , Days 

«»v >f « SwTSf&SS 

contending witl> contrary win 3 found 
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“ The 

Ceiving no Hones nfW Endeavours, and per- 

how they Jhould be i? C1 | no thought 

came or the Rmt <■ ^ I *■’ either the Ship 

«o iS ?J&^Z™L vh s b w -; s t "“ like| y 

they almoft famiftlt c - Y t ? e !' e llke Tantalus, 
and Lakes - being d ove " f the freft Streams 
that they were fnrXl Juch Extrem,t y at laft, 

™ offW 

in A b fence of Tobms ra To Ll ' eu ‘ en * nt > a .‘^ left 
and ^ Command tlic Priv&tcGf 

Sca&S 5 fylf With ™» -Xr. 

they did not denar^T’ an / y ou 111 a y imagine, 

from thofe that w P ere lef^^i 'dhsT f n- ard , S P ee ^ hes 
Treachery : And that fr d had / udere ' i b Y them 
mention of b ^ther 

hens, for a Page or two 1 - Jl a1 ' leave Ca Ptam Ro- 
Crew to venftheir u’/ Wl l h - the Remains of his 
Execrations, and fol loathe oJh * f T ° aths and 
reckon from that Tim a tbe ° tber , whom we may 

*»* bir « ftew,n s w» « to. 

of the reTOked 
; ft o£S% “ Z 

*“> *»’<* to <>- 

evil 
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evil Courfes, and get home privately, (for there 
Was no Aft of Pardon in Force,) therefore they 
agreed to break up, and every Man to fhift for h’m~ 
felf } as he fhould fee Occafion, The firft Thing they 
did, was to part with the great ?ortvguez.e Prize, apd 
having the Matter of the Sloop (whole Name I 
think was Cane) aboard, who they fa'fi was a very 
honeft Fellow, (for he had humourevythem uppn 
every Occafion,) told them of the Brigantine that 
Roberts went after and when the Pyrates firft fook 
him, he complemented them at an odd Rate, tel- 
ling them they were welcome to his Sloop and 
Cargo, and wifh’d that the Veilel had been lar- 
ger, and the Loading richer for their Sakes ; To 
this good natured Man they gave the Tqmguele 
Ship, (which was then above half loaded,) three or 
four Negroes, and all his own Men, who returned 
Thanks to his kind Benefaftors, and departed. 
Captain Kennedy in the Rover, failed to Ba-'badoes^ 
near which Ifland, they took a very peaceable 
Ship belonging to Virginia the Commander waS a 
Quaker, whofe Name was Knot ■, he had neither 
Eiftol, Sword, nor Cutlafh on Board y and Mr ? 
Khot appearing fo very paflive to all they laid to him, 
fonre of them thought this a good Opportunity tq 
go off; and accordingly eight ot the Pyrates went 
aboard, and he carried them fafe to Virginia ; They 
Haade the Quaker a Prefent of io Chefts of Sugar, 
to Rolls, of Brafil Tobacco, 30 Moidors, and fome 
Cold-Duft, in all to the value of about 230 /. They 
afro made Prefents to the Sailors, fome more, fome 
lefs, and lived a jovial Life all the while they 
Were upon their Voyage, Captain Knot giving then} 
their Way - nor indeed could he help himfelf, im* 
iefs he had taken an Opportunity to fur prize tnerp, 
When they were either ebook or afleep ; for a- 
Wake they wore Arms aboard the Ship, <?nd Pfit 

fetn in a continual Terror ‘ if not b ? 3 P rir >t 

f pple 
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rn'n r 01 ^ s ) t0 %ht, unlefs with Art and 
^oiiuiion- he managed thefe Weapons well till 

. > a p Uve at t le Capes, an d afterwards four of 
y T n£ ofl V n a Boat > which they had 
thpi^nr 1 ^ the more eafily making 

» . , Bca P es > and mad e up the Bay towards Mary- 

fcnt p U | Wer r f0 u rCe i back b >' a Storm into an ob- 
„ nn f / , ace . °. f the Country, where meeting with 
a mong the Planters, theV con- 

bePv^wf era ! D f yS Wlth,,ut be i°S difcovered to 
: n „ L‘ eS % In ^e mean Tune Captain Knot leav- 
to S 2 p ‘t others on Board his Ship, (who intended 
to d?f North -CfolinaP) made what haft he could 

ibrt ofS M u S l 0t ^ ood the Governor, what 
i.- alTengers he had been forced to bring with 

v™’ r 1 Vh ,° - by g° od ‘Fortune, got them leized} and 

r^vellino- '"tW’ made . aBter the others, who were 
anc i i, 0 a ? at t le Country, they were alfo taken, 
£ 7 con viS:ed and hang’d, two Fortu- 

ind\lhl S rS 10 u ere talien on the Coaft of Brafil, 

ir PtS ' h - ey f l ' 0Ugh t wkh them to Virginia, be- 
t pri , nc !P al evidences. The latter hid found 
™to lodge Part of their Wealth with the 
rnnr? ’ who never brought it to Account: But 
JJK*® Surrendered up every Thing that 
wwft. ° them that- were taken aboard, even 

a<? Patented to him, in lieu of fuch Things 

?nd obr ia , d r • Plaadered him of in their Paffage, 
and obliged his Men to do the like. 

home Days after the taking of the Virginia Man 
iatt mentioned, in cruifing in the Latitude of Ja- 
r '-!fn a> . ' en p C( ty took a Sloop bound thither from 
m Ociccdwjth Bread and Flower - 7 aboard of 
1S 00 P went all the Hands who were for breaking 
the Gang, and left thofe behind that had a Mind 
to puifue further Adventures. Among the for- 
i? et w« e 7 uWy their Captain, of whole Honour 
they had i.uch a difpieable Notion, that they were 

about 
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about to throw him over-board, when they round 
him in the Sloop, as fearing he might bed ay them 
all, at their return to England he having in his 
Childhood been bred a' Pick-pocket, and before 
he became a Pyrafe, a Houfe-breaker } both Pio- 
feffions that thefe Gentlemen have a very mean 
Opinion of. However, Captain Kennedy , by ta- 
king folemn Oaths of Fidelity to his Companions, 
was fuffered to proceed with them. 

In this Company there was but one that pretend- 
ed to any skill in Navigation, (for Kennedy could nei- 
ther write nor read, he being preferred to the 
Command merely for his Courage, which indeed 
he had often ftgnaliz’d, particularly in taking 
the Tortuguefe Ship,) and he proved to be a 
Pretender only} for ftiaping their Courfe to Ire- 
land, where they- agreed to land, they ran away 
to the North-Weft Coaft of Scotland , and there 
were toft about by hard Storms of Wind for fe- 
veral Days, without knowing where they weie, 
and in great Danger of perifhing : At length they 
pufhed the Veffel into a little Creek, and went all 
afhore, leaving the Sloop at an Anchor for the 
next Comers. 

The whole Company refrefh’d themfelyes at a 
little Village about five Miles from the Place 
where they left the Sloop, and paffed there for 
Ship-wreck’d Sailors, and no doubt might have 
travelled on without Sufpicion •, but the maa ana 
riotous Manner of their Living on the Road 
occafion’d their Journey to be cut fliort, as we lhall 

obferve prefently. , . _ , 

Kennedy and another left them here, and travel- 
ling to one of the Sea-Ports, lhip d themfelyes or 
Ireland , and arrived there in Safety. Six or feven 
. wifely withdrew from the reft, travelled at then 
leafure, and got to their much defned or o 0 Jp~ 

don without^being difturbed or lufpev. j u _ 

* ™ main. 
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main Gang alarm’d the Country where-evet they 
came, drinking and roaring at fuch a Rate, that the 
People Ihut themfelves up in their Houfes, in i'ome 
Places, not daring to venture out among fb many 
mad Fellows • In other Villages, they treated the 
whole Town, iquandering their Money away ? as 
if, like tSEfep, they wanted to lighten their Bur- 
thens : This expenfive manner of Living procu- 
red two of their drunken Straglers to be knocked 
on the Head, they being found murdered in the 
Road, and their Money taken from them: All the 
reir, to the Number offeventeen as they drew nigh 
to Edinburgh , were arrefted and thrown into Goal, 
upon Sulpicion, of they knew not what; However, the 
Magistrates were not long at a Lofs for proper Ac- 
cufations, for two of the Gang offering themfolves 
foi Evidences were accepted of; and the others were 
brought to a fpeedy Tryal, whereof nine were con- 
victed and executed. 

Kennedy having fpent all his Money, came over 
Tom Ireland , and kept a common B — -y-Houfe on 
Deptford Road, and now and then, ’twas thought, 
made an Excurfion abroad in the Way of his for- 
mer Profehion, till one of his Houlhold W- s 

gave Information again# him for a Robbery, for 
which he was committed to Bridewell ; but becaufe 
me would not do the Bufmefs by halves, fhe found 
out a Mate of a Ship that Kennedy had committed 
Pyiacy upon, as he foolifhly confefs’d to her. This 
Mate, whole Name was Grant, paid Kennedy a 
v ilit in Bridewell , and knowing him to be the Man, 
piocuied a Warrant, and had him committed to 
the Marfhalfea Prifon. 

The Game that Kennedy had now to plav was to 
turn Evidence himfelf • accordingly he gave a Lift 
of eight or ten of his Comrades ; but not being ac- 
quainted with their Habitations, one only was fo- 
ken, who, tho’ condemn’d, appeared to be a Man 

of 
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of a fair Charafter, was forc’d into their Service, 
and took the firft Opportunity to get from them, 
and therefore receiv’d a Pardon ; but Water en 
nedy being a notorious Offender, was executed the 
x 9th of July, 1721, at Execution Dock- . 

The reft of the Pyrates who were left m the 
Ship Rover, ftaid not long behind, for the >\ w f- 
afhore to one Of the Wejl-India I (lands ; w 
came of them afterwards, I can t tell, but the 
Ship was found at Sea by a Sloop belonging 0 • 

Chrfflophers, and carried into that Ifland with only 

nine Negroes aboard. , 

Thus we fee what a difaftrous Fate ever attends 
the Wicked, and how rarely they efcape the Pu- 
nifhment due to their Crimes, who, abandon d 
to foch a profligate Life, rob, fpoil, and prey up- 
on Mankind, contrary to the Light and Law of Na- 
ture, as well as the Law of God. It might have 
been hoped, that the Examples of thefe_ Deaths 
would have been as Marks to the Remainder of 
this Gang, how to fhun the Rocks their Companions 
had fplit on ; that they would have furrendered to 
Mercy, or divided themfelves, for ever from iuch 
Purfuits, as in the End they might be fore wou 
fobjeft them to the fame Law and Punifhment, whic 1 
they muft be confcious they now equally delervecl ; 
impendin' Law, which never let them fteep well, 
H'/lels when drunk. But all the Ule that was made 
of it here, was to commend the Juihce ,of the 
Court, that condemn’d Kennedy, for he was ajad Vog 
(they faid) and deferred the Fate he met with 

But to go back to Roberts, whom we left on the 
Coaft of Caiana, in a grievous Paffion at what Ken- 
nedy and the Crew had done; and who wm now 
projefting new Adventures with. Ins fma 
pany in the Sloop ; but finding hitherto they had 
bee i but as a Rope of Sand, they formed a Set or 
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Conlervation of their Society, and doing juftice 
to one another •, excluding all Jrijh Men from the 
Benefit of it, to whom they had an implacable 
Aveilion upon the Account of Kennedy. How indeed 
Roberts could think that an Oath would be obliga- 
tory, where Defiance had been given to the Laws 
of God and Man, I can’t tell, but he thought 
their greateft Security lay in this, That it was every 
me slnterefi to obferve them if they were minded to keep 
up fo abominable a Combination. 

The following, is the Subfiance of the Articles, as 
taken from the Pyrates own Informations. 

I. 

E Very Man has a Vote in A fairs of Moment ; has 
equal Title to the frefi Frovifions, or prong Liquors, 
at any Tme feized, and ufe them at pleafure \ unlefs a 
Scarcity (no uncommon Thing among them) make 
H neceffary , for the good of all , to vote a Retrenchment. 

II. 

Every Man to be called fairly in turn , by Lip, on Board 
of Pnz.es, vccaufe, (over and above their proper Share f) 
they were on thefe Occafions allowed a Shift of Cloaths : 
But if they defrauded, the Company to the Va ue of a Dollar , 
in Plate , Jewels, or AFoney , Marooning was their 
Tmifhmem. ^ This was a Barbarous Cuftcm of put- 
ting the Onender on Shore, on l'ome defolate or 
uninhabited Cape or Ifland, with a Gun, a few Shot, 
a Buttle of Water, and a Bottle of Powder, to fub- 
iift with, 01 ftarve. If the Robbery was only between 
one another, they contented thcmfclves with flitting the 
and, Nofe of him that was Guilty, and fet him on 
Snore, not in an uninhabited Place, but fomeychere, where 
he was fun to encounter Hardships , 


III. . 
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III. 

No P erf on to Game at Cards or Dice for Money. 

IV. 

The Lights and Candles to be put out at eight oTleck 
at Niflht : If any of the Crew, after that Hour, fltU re- 
mained inclined for Drinking, they were ts do it on th 
open Deck ■, which Roberts believed would 0 ive a 
Check to their Debauches, for he was a fobei Man 
himfelf, but found at length, that all his n < - 
vours to put an End to this Debauch, piov 
ineffectual. 

V. 

To keep their Piece, Pifiols, and Cutlafh clean , and ft 
for Service ; In this they were extravagantly nice, 
endeavouring to outdo one another, m tne _ eau y 
and Richnefs of their Arms, giving fometimes at 
an Auftion (at the Maft,> 3° or 4 oi. a Pal *» 
Piftols. Thefe were flung m Time of _ Seivice, 
with different coloured Ribbands, overtherr Shoul- 
ders, in a Way peculiar to thefe Fellows, in which 
they took great Delight. 

VI. 

No Boy or Woman to be allowed amongfl them. If any 
Man were found feducing anny of the latter e,\, an cat 
ried her to Sea, difguifed, he rvas to fufer Death, 
that when any’ fell into their Hands as it chanced 
in the Onflow, they put a Centinel immediate y 
over her to prevent ill Confequences ho - . 
rous an Inftrument of Divifion and Qua ’ „ . 

then here lies the Roguery j they contendnvho fliafl 
be Centinel, which happens generally to one 
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v/ill 1 W T BulH f’ who ’ to fecure th e Lady’s Virtue, 
will let none lye with her but himfelf. * 

Vil. 

L h ‘ h or thtir Q-^ters in Battle, teas 

nijhed mth Death ? or Afarooning, 

VIII. 

filing one another cn Board, but every Man's 

'A 7 r[ S t0 b S e Z de(i ° ” Sbore > at Sw0rd and PifloL Thus 1 
i flf Quartep-Mafter of the Ship, when the Parties 

them on Shore With what Affiftance he thinks 

l Zl/v tUn £« e Dlf P utants Back to Bade, at 
Sa i y u Fi,CeS DlftanGei At the Word of Com- 
and, they turp and fire immediately, for elfe the 
Piecd is knocked out of their Hands : ; If both m fs! 
theyyome to their Cutlafl.es, and then he is deS- 
tfcd Victor who draws tffie firft Blood. 

lx. 

, N° Man to tail of breaking up their Way of Living, 

m Tn if, f r a 000 1 ; v in order V th “> fy 

Man jhould lofe a Limb, or become a Cripple in their Ser- 
vice, he was to have Zoo Dollars, out of the publick Stock 
major lejfer Hurts , proportionably . 

X. 

Captain and Quart er-Af after to receive two Shares 
of a Pfpe ■, the Majter , Boatfmain, and Gunner, one Shah 
and a half, and other Officers, one and a Quarter. 

XI. 

. rhe , Muftcians to have Ref on the Sabbath Day, but 
tne other fix Days and Nights, none without fecial 
Favour, ’ -- 

Thefe 
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Thefe, we are allured, were Lome of Roberts' s 
Articles, but as they had taken Care to throw 
Over-board the Original they had fign’d and Ifworn 
to, there is a great deal of Room to fufpect, the 
remainder contained fomeching too horrid to be 1 - 
clofed to any, except fuch as were willing to be 
Sharers in the Iniquity of them ; let them be what 
they will, they were together the Teft of all new 
Comers, who were initiated by an Oath taken on a 
Bible, referv’d for that Purpofe only, and were lub- 
Icrib’d to in Prelence of the worlhipful Mr. Roberts . 
And in Cafe any Doubt Ihould ar.ife concerning . the 
ConftrufHon of thefe Laws, and it. Ihould remain a 
Difpute whether the Party had infring’d them or 
110, a Jury is appointed to explain them, and bring 
in a Vcrdift upon the Cafe in Doubt. 

Since we are now fpeaking of the Laws of this 
Company, I Ihall go on, and, in as brief a Man- 
ner as I can, relate the principal Cuftoms, and 
Government, of this roguilh Common-Wealth j 
which are pretty near the lame with all Pyrates. 

For the Puniihment of fmall Offences, which are 
not provided for by the Articles, and which are 
not of Coiifequence enough to be left to a Jury, 
there is a principal Officer among the Pyrates, 
called the Quarter-Matter, of the. Mens own chu- 
fing, who claims all Authority this. Way, (except- 
ing in Time ofBattle:) If they difobey his Coirt- 

mand, are quavrellbme and mutinous with one ano- 
ther, mifufe Prifoners, plunder beyond his Order, 
and in particular, if they be negligent of their 
Arms, which he mutters at Difcretion, he punches 
at his own Arbitrament, with drubbing or whip- 
ping, which no one elfe dare do without incurring 
fhe^Laffi from all the Ships Company : In Ihort, 
this Officer is Truftee for the whole, is the hrft on 
fjoard any Prize, feparating for the Company s Ufe, 
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what he pleafes, and returning what he thinks fit 
to the Owners, excepting Gold and Silver, which 
they have voted not returnable. 

After a Description of the Quarter-Matter, and 
Ins Duty, who afts as a l'ort of a civil Magiftrate 
on Board a PyrateShipy I fhall confider their mi- 
litary Officer, the Captain- what Privileges he ex- 
erts in fuch anarchy and unrulynefs of the Mem- 
bers : Why truly very little, they only permit 
nmtobe Captain, on Condition, that they may be 
Captain, over him y they Separate to his Ufe the 
gieat Cabin, and fbmetimes vote him Small Parcels 
, Plate and China, (for it may be noted that Ro- 
berts ; diank his Tea conttantly) but theft every Man, 
as the Humour takes him, will ufe the Plate and 
China, intrude into his Apartment, Swear at him 
. ze.a Part °f his Victuals and Drink, if they like 
it, without his offering to find Fault or conteft it : 

, et R°vens, by a better Management than ulual, 
became the chief Director in every Thing of Mo- 
ment, and it happened thus : — The Rank of Cap^ 
tarn being obtained by the Suffrage of the Majority, 
it falls o.i one fuperior for Knowledge and Boldneis, 
Bjflol Proof (as they call it,) and can make thofe 
fear, who do not love him y Roberts is Said to have 
exceeded his Fellows in thefe Refpefts, and when 
advanced, enlarged the ReSpeft that followed it, 
by making a fort of Privy-Council of half a Do- 
zen oi the greateft Bullies y Such as were his Compe- 
titors, and had Intereft enough to make his Go- 
vernment erfy ; yet even thofe, in the latter Part 
of his Reign, he had run counter to in every 
Piojeft that oppofed his own Opinion y for which, 
and becaufe he grew referved, and would not 
drink and roar at their Rate, a Cabal was formed 
to take away his Captainfhip, which Death did 
more effe&ually. 


' TgjM. iET* 9 f 
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The Captain’s Power is uncontroulable mChace, 
or in Battle, drubbing, cutting, or ^ en f 
any one who dares deny his Command. The lame 
Privilege he takes over Prifoners, wh° receive good 
or ill Ulage, moftly ■ as he approves of their e 
haviour, for tho’ the meaneft would take upon 
them to mifufe a Matter of a Ship, yet he would 
controul herein, when he fee it, an mer 1 Y 
a Bottle, give his Prifoners this double Reafon 
for it. Firft, That it prelerved his Precedence , 
and fecondly, That it took the Punifhment out of 
the Hands of a much more ralh and madSetto 
Fellows than himfelf. When he found that Ri- 
gour was not expefted from his People, ( 
he often praTifed it to appeafe them,) then he 
would give Strangers to underhand, that it was 
pure Inclination that induced him to a g 0 ®) . ‘ 

ment of them, and not any Love or Partiality to 
their Perfons y for, fays he, there is none of you but 
■mill hang me, I how, whenever you can clinch me with i a 
your Power. 

And now feeing the Difadvaptages they were 
under for purfuing the Account, wz.. a lmall : Vei- 
fel ill repaired, and without Provisions, or Stores , 
they refolved one and all, with the itt e h j. p 
they could get, to proceed for the Wefl-lndus not 
doubting to find a Remedy for all thefe Evils, and 

to retreive their Lois. c , 

In the Latitude of Defeada, one of the Iflands, 

they took two Sloops, which fupp Y „ 

Provittons knd other Neceffanes y and a few Day 
afterwards, took a Brigantine be ongny, 

Ifland, and then proceeded to Barbadocs oft ot 
which Ifland, they fell in with a Bnfiol S P ^ 
Guns, in her Voyage out, from whom they 
abundance of Cloaths, fome Money, twe y 
Bales of Goods, five Barrels of Powcei, ‘jj aw ^ r * 
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|iawfer } to Casks of Oatmeal, fix Casks of Beef, 

S C yi OCh r J G J 00d ' S befldes five °f their Menj 
tod alter they had detained her three Days, let her 

go 9 who being bound for the abovefaid Ifland, foe 

KSXhrriS 0rWith " hat ha(iha PP l,ned > 

Whereupon a ^/ Galley that lay in the Har- 

r S ,°r ered ^^ed °“t with all imagb 
liable Expedition, of 26 Guns, and 80 Men, there 
being then no Man of War upon that Station, and 
a!(o a Sloop with to Guns, and 40 Men : The Gab 

V S l^ m t n6 R d h y Gne Captain Rogers, of Brijlol, 
tod the Sloop by Captain Graves, of that Ifland, and 
Captain Rogers by a Commiffion from the Governor, 
Was appointed Commadore. 

The lecond Day after Rogers failed out of the 
Harbour, he was di [covered by Roberts , who know- 
nothing bf their Defign, gave them Chafe : The 
%«™adoes Ships, kept an eafy fall till the Py rates 
• ne up with them, and then Roberts gave them a 
, un, expecting they would have immediately ftruck 
p his pyratical Flag, but inftead thereof, he was 

tZnt™ rece,ve the Fire of a Broadfide, with 
three Huzzas at the fame Time 9 fo that an En- 
gagement enfued, but Roberts being hardly put to 
it, was obliged to crowd all the Sail the Sloop 
Would bear to get off: The Galley failing pretty 
S fee pe Company for a long while, keeping a 
eohftant Fire, which gall’d the Pyrate 9 however, 
to length by throwing over their Guns, and other 
heavy Goods, and thereby light’mng the Velfel, 
they, with much ado, got clear 9 but Roberts could 
heyer endure a Barbados Man afterwards, and when 
any Ships belonging to that Ifland fell in his Way. 
he was more particularly fevere to them thto 
t) tilers. 

Captain Roberts failed Jn the Sloop to the Ifland 
Ot Dommeo, where he watered, and got Proyiflons 

of 
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Of the Inhabitants, to whom he gave Goods in Ex- 
change. At this Place he met with i 
who had been fet aftore by a French Guard de la 
Cofte, belonging to Mart into, taken om of two 
Ncw-Emland Ships, that had been feiZ d, } as Pr i » 
by the laid French Sloop: The Men wi mg y . 
tered with the Pyrates, and it proved a feafonabfo 

^Theyftaid not long here, tfco’ they had 
diate Occaflon for cleaning their Sloop, but did pot 
think this a proper Place, and herein they Judg d 
right : for the touching at . this Ifland, had i^e 
to have been their Deftruclion, becau e ney 
ving refolved to go away to the Granada 
for the aforefaid Purpofe, by fome Accident it 
came to be known to the French Colony , who en 
ing Word to the Governor of Mawmco ? he eo f n P' 
ped and manned two Sloops to go in Q_ue or 
them. The Pyrates failed direffly for the Grant- 
dittoes, and hail’d into a Lagoon, at Corvee oo, where 
they cleaned with umifual Difpatch, flaying but 
a little above a Week, by which Expedition they 
miffed of the Martinico Sloops, only a ew f ours 9 
Roberts failing over Night, that the French arrived the 
next Morning. This was a fortunate h^ape, espe- 
cially confiderjng, that it was not from any ^ , 
of their being dilcovered, that they tna e 0 _ 

haft from the Ifland 9 but, as they had the Impu- 
dence themfelves to own, for the want of Wuw 

^’ThusTarrowly efcaped, they foiled for mfowd- 
land, and arrived upon the Banks the latter end 
of Tune IT20. They entered the Harbour of Tre- 
jpajfi, with their black Colours flying. Brums bea, 
ting, and Trumpets founding. J here were 0 
and ? twenty Veffels in the Harbour which the 
Men all quitted upon the Sight of the Pyrgte,_nd 
fled alhore. It is impoffible particularly to recou . % 
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flfe r XlS ^ v hie6 V*“ $** theT 

ZlS'ZtlT?’' Amm - *V££h?i'*Z 

ten Sail of f” P T <J?? Ba ” kS ’ he mct wkh 
cent one , /“f "*"’ ?!b vhi , ch lie .left, ■...i-clc,- 

the NJCZi BriJi? ‘ C r' ky “ 

with the Slonn ’ , 1 ed away in Company 

ral Prii ° P ’ r T “fW C ™ fe > »r.d tooit Le- 

i ot r Ww i out of thefe Ships they encreaftd 

well' fpa^Tu y th b7 eUtr! c S a11 the Meii the V could 
a rife nST ^r Ser T ice ^ The “ was 
who wtrfuM ^eral Paflengers on Board, 

them difcover thei^iL r< ? g ’ Jn . order t0 mate 
Moment with Death if H thr ^ mn § th r em evei T 
Thing U p to them ’ Tb! v dld 510t re&gn every 
and entered the FfnM r t ^ t0ie , up the Hatches 
with Axes aid C “S2 eaP ? r “l f T aries ’ and 

threw 
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threw them cwer-board into the Sea all this was 
done with inceffant curftng and fwearing, more 
like Fiends than Men, They carried with them. 
Sails, Guns, Powder, Cordage, and 8 or 9000 _ 1 . 
worth of the choiceft Goods j and told captain 
Cary, That they fiould accept of no Ail of Grace ; that 

the K and V 1 might he damned with their ASls of 

G — — for them neither -mould they go to Hope-Point, 
to be hanfd up a Sun drying , as Kidd s, arid Braddilh s 
Company ‘ mere ■, but that if they Jhould ever be overpower d , 
they would fet Fire to the Powder, with a Fifiol, and go aU 
merrily to Hell together. 

After they had brought all the Booty aboard, 
a Confutation was held whether they Jhould fink 
or burn the Ship, but whilft they were debating 
the Matter, they fpyed a Sail, and lb left the S<z- 
rnuel, to give her Chace • at Midnight they came 
up with the fame, which proved to be a Snow from 
Briflol, bound for Boflon, Captain Bowles Mafter : 
They us’d him barbaroufly, becaufe of his Coun- 
try, Captain Rogers, who attack’d them off Bar out- 
does, being of the City of Briflol. 

July the 1 6th, which was two Days afterwards, 
they took a Virginia Man called the Little York, fames 
Philips Mafter, and the Love , of Liverpool, which 
they plundered and let go the next Day a Snow 
from Briflol, call’d the Fhanix, John Richards Mailer, 
met with the lame Fate from them ; as alto a Bri- 
gantine, Captain Thomas, and a Sloop called the Sud- 
bury •, they took all the Men out of the Bngantine, 

and funk the VeJTel. , 

When they left the Banks of Newfoundland, they 
failed for the Wejl-lndies, and the Provisions Show- 
ing Jhort, they went for the Latitude of the Mand 
Defeada, to cruife, it being efteemed the hkelieft 
. Place to meet with fuch Ships as (they uled in their 
Mirth to fay ) were configned to them, with Sup- 
plies. And it has been very much fuipetted that 
r Ships 
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Mips have loaded with Provifions at rh» r ,-n 
Colonies, on Dretmcn -r , . 10ns at c “ e Engtifh 
4ric., wh"„ P ?h « h/J- ad, " S the C “‘‘ if 
4 nedtoth™ L ^ beH ’ Con - 

olfered to them when they 'f J'O"' 6 is 

& fire of bti„ 8i „ s i s 60 ye totys 

hfalTucl md h p r J"t” C tlley »>* their 

coming m 0 7 e Neceflaries be- 

wards St CL-. ~a i ever y Day, they retired to- 

cour or Affiftafce from^hTGo 6 '” 8 deny ’ d , a11 Suc ' 
m Revenge on the Tv! h G ?'f ernmen y they fir’d 
the Road, one of ’ 3nd bunit two Shi P s in 
Cox, Of Bri(lol ■ and COmmarided b 7 Captain 
Ifiand reU ; eated fartber tP the 

-uch hanlL^Snr h ?he th r y ”« wi * 

only funnlvine- fl-,0 ■ ?® nt * The Governor not 

and the P Chiefs S carreff- W ^ h R . efre 1 fhments ? but he 
Manner • And tfie tbem m tbe m °ft friendly 
ample ende°™S° men ’ fr0m <b E°° J a ” 
and Behaviour to ^ each other in Drefi, 

nerous Lovers’ that Sd h ^ S ° od Gracesof fuch ge- 
S'lted at- i 3 4.1 P 4 ? 1 , vve ^ for their Favours. 

ving take n on Board the J PJeafures, and ha. 
vifions they voSS * . S °° d %plv of frelh Pro- 

^ y ;Z y inth!tTT°fy for the Coaft Pf 

thithfi, met N ‘ in their Voyage 
ly laden md fr°m Martimco, rich- 

had rXertv of he W3S U fi nlucky for *• Rafter, 
than the Banker ErrZ dtter tbe * r Putpofe, 
and foaftera Htd ^moTcZZ° ^ th 7 faid > 
for the Favourhehad J° m P laifance to Mon far, 
their Men, Z took W ^ they - ftifted 
Royal Fortune. ' ThlS was tb ? ir hrft 

h!s „ **** 

poied to touch at B,J, the’tftheiS ft S£ 

Ferd 


Capt. Bartho. Roberts. 241 

Ifiands and clean. But here again by an 
intolerable Stupidity and want of Judgment, they 
got lo far to Leeward of their Port, that del- 
pairing to regain it, or any of the Windward 
Parts of Africa, they were obliged to go back 
again with the Trade-Wind, for the Weft- Indies } 
which had very near been the Dedru&ion ot them 
all. Surinam was the Place now defigned lor, which 
was at no lefs than 700 Leagues Diftance, and they 
had but one Hoglhead of Water left to fupply 
124 Souls for that Paffage-, a fid Circumftance 
that eminently expoles the Folly and Madnefs 
among Pyrates, and he mull: be an inconfiderate 
Wretch indeed, who, it he could , feparate tire 
Wickednefs and Punilhment from the Fa£t, would 
yet hazard his Life amidft fuch Dangers, as their 
Want of Skill and Forecaft made them liable to. 

Their Sins, we may prefurrie were never fo trou- 
blelome to their Memories, as now, that inevita. 
ble Deftruftion feem’d to threaten them, without 
the leaf! Glympie of Comfort or Alleviation to 
their Mifery for, with what Face could Wretches 
who had ravaged and made fo many tsecefiitous, 
look up for Relief they had to that Moment li- 
ved in Defiance of the Power that now alone they 
tnuft truft for their Prefervation, and indeed with- 
°ut the miraculous Intervention of Providence, there 
appeared only this miferable Choice, viz. a pre. 
lent Death by their own Hands, or a ling ring one 
by Famine. 

They continued their Courfej and came to an 
■Allowance of one fmgle Mouthful ot Water for 
24 Hours •, many of them drank their Urine, or 
SeaWater, which, inftead of allaying, gave them 
an inextinguifhable Third, that killed them : Others 
pined and waded a little more Time' in Fluxes 
and Apyrexies, fothat they dropped away daily i 
Thofe that luftain’d the Mifery bed, were Wh as 

o alrnolt 
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almoft ftarved themfelves, forbearing all forts of 
food im efs a Mouthful or two of Bread the whole 
Day, fo that thole who furvived were as weak as 
was poffible for Men to be and ahve 
But if the difmal Profpeft they fet out with 
gave them Anxiety, Trouble, or Pain, what muft 
their bears and Apprehenfions be, when they had 
not o>ie Drop of Water left, or any other Liquor 
to mmfteu or animate. This was their Cafe, when 

thev w W ° r J lnB °r? Dlv!ne Pr ovidence, no doubt , ) 
I e J e . brought nito Soundings, and at Night 
anchored in feven Fathom Water : This was an 
inexpreffible Joy to them, and, as it were, fed the 
p ring Lamp of Life with frefh Spirits ; but this 
could not hold long. When the Morning came, 
they faw Land from the Maft-Head, but it was at 

fentPr^r tha £ k aff orded but an indiffe- 

re.it Pro ped to Men who had drank nothing for 

the two laft Days: however, thev di (patch’d their 
Boat away, and late the fame Night it return’d, 
to their no fmall Comfort, with a load of Water, 
infoi ming them, that they had got off the Mouth 
of Menwmga : River on the Coaft of Surinam. 

One would have thought fo miraculous an Efcape 
ihould have wrought feme Reformation, but a lats, 
they nad no looner quenched their Thirft, but they 
had foi got the Miracle, till Scarcity of Proviflons 
S f, nfes > and bid them guard againft 
el,/, S P? eir ailowance w as very fmall, and yet 

. ,) V „° U p Profanely fiy, That Providence which had 

T thrv m ?J‘ r r h ) W ° V d l 710 doubt, bring them Meat alfo, 
if they would life but an honeft Endeavor. 

^ ?f l! uance of rhefe honeft Endeavours, they 
: fo . r ** Latitude of Barbados, with 

a- rve n 1 y H ^ to lookout for more, or 
j\i ■ l 'P ’ , ~ t ! leir Way, met a Ship thatanlwer- 
d then Necelftties, and after that a Brigantine; 
le iormer was called the Greyhound, belonging to 
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St. Chriftophers, and bound to Philadelphia, the Mate 
of which figned the Pyrate’s Articles, and was 
afterwards Captain of the Ranger , Co'nfort to the 
Royal Fortune. 

Out of the Ship and Brigantine, the Pirates got 
a good lupply of Proviftofis and Liquor, fo that 
they gave over the defigned Cruife, and watered 
ut Tobdgo, and hearing of the two Sloops that had 
been fitted out and fent after them at Corvocoo, they 
failed to the Ifland of Martitiico, to make the Go- 
vernor fome fort df an Equivalent, for the Care 
a nd Expedition he had fhewn in that Affair. 

It is the Cuftorrt at Martinico , for the Dutch In- 
terlopers that have a Mind to Trade with the Peo- 
ple of the Ifland, to hoift their jacks when they 
come before the Town : Roberts knew the Signal, 
knd being an utter Enemy to them, he bent his 
Thoughts upon Mifchief; and accordingly came 
in with his Jack flying, which, as he expe&ed, they 
hriflook for a good Market, and thought them- 
selves happieft that could fooneft difpatch off their 
Sloops and Veffels for Trade. When Roberts had 
got them within his Power, (one after another,) 
be told them, he would not have it laid that they 
came off for nothing, and therefore ordered therii 
to leave their Money behind, for that they were 
a Parcel of Rogues, and hoped they would always 
^eet with fuch a Dutch Trade as this was ; he 
referved one Veffel to fet the Paffengers on Shore 
again, and fired the reft, td the Number of 
twenty. 

Roberts was fo enraged at the Attempts that had 
been made for taking ofhim, by the Governors of Bar - 
bados and Martinico, that he ordered a new Jack to 
be made, which they ever after hoifted, with hh 
own Figure pourtray’d, ftanding upon two Skulls, 
and under them the Letters A B H and A M Pi, 

Q. 3 , iigni- 
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Signifying a Barbadian's and a Martinican’s Head, 
as may be feen in the Plate of Captain Roberts '. 

At Domimco, the next Ifland they touched at, they 
took a Dutch Interloper of 22 Guns and 75 Men* 
and a Brigantine belonging to Rhode-IJtand, one Nor- 
ton Maher. The former made fbme Defence, till 
iome of his Men being killed, the reft were dif 
com aged and ftruck their Colours. With thefe 
two Prizes they went down to Guadalupe, and 

1 ought out a Sloop, and a French Fly-Boat laden 
w;rh Sugar; the Sloop they burnt, and went on 
to Mooruty, another Ifland,, thinking to clean, but 
finding the Sea ran too high there to undertake 
it with Safety, they bent their Courle for the 
Ixorth Part of HJpaniola, where, at Bennetts Key, 
In u . e Gulf of Saminah, they cleaned both the 
bmp and the Brigantine. For tho’ HifpanioU be 
ettied by the Spaniards and French, and is the Re- 
ii deuce of a P redden t from Spain, who receives, and 
finally determines Appeals from all the other 
Spanijk Wefi-India Mantis ; yet is its People by no 
Means proportioned to its Magnitude, fo that there 
aie many Harbours in it, -to which Pyrat.es may 
lecurely refort without Fear of Difcbvery from 
the Inhabitants'. 

Whi 1ft they were here, two Sloops came in, as 
they pretended, to pay Roberts a Vifxt, the Matters, 
whofe Names were Porter and Tucforman, addrelfed 
t le Pyrate, as the Queen of Sheba did Solomon , to 
That having heard of his Fame and Atchievcments, 
they had put in there to learn his Art and Wif- 
dom in, the Bufinefs of pyrating, being Veffels on 
the fame honourable Defign with himfelf; and 
hoped with the Communication of his Knowledge, 
they mould alfo receive his Charity, being in want 
or Neceffanes for fuch. Adventures. Roberts Was 
v/on upon by the Peculiarity and Bluntnefs of thefe 

two 
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two Men, and gave them Powder, Arms, and what 
ever elfe they had Occafion for, fpent two or three 
merry Nights with them, and at parting, laid, he 
hoped the L would Trofper their handy Works. 

They palled Erne Time here, after they had got 
their Velfel ready, in their ufual Debaucheries ; 
they had taken a confiderable Quanty of Rum 
and Sugar, fo that Liquor was as plenty as Wa- 
ter, and few there were, who denied themleives 
the immoderate Ufe of it ; nay, Sobriety brought 
a Man under a Sufpiciori of being in a Plot agamft 
the Commonwealth, and in their Senfe, he was 
■looked upon to be a Villain that would not be 
drunk. This was evident in the Affair of Harry 
Glasby, chofen Mafter of the Royal Fortune, who, 
'With two others, laid hold of the Opportunity 
at the laft Ifland they were at, to move off with- 
out bidding Farewel to his Friends. Glasby was 
a referved fober Man, and therefore gave Occa- 
fion to be fufpe&ed, fo that he was foon miffed 
after he went away ; and a Detachment being 
fent in queft of the Deferters, they were all three 
brought back a!gain the next Day. This was a 
capital Offence, and for which they were ordered 
to be brought to an immediate Tryal. , 

Here was the Form of Juftice kept up, which 
is as much as' can be fa-id of feveral ofhef Courts, 
that have more lawful Commiffions for what they 
do. — — 1 — . Flere was no feeing of Council,, arid bn- 
hing of Witneffes was a Cuftom not known among 
them ; rio packing of Juries, no torturing and wreft- 
ing the Senfe of the Law, for bye Ends and I urpo- 
fes, no puzzling or perplexing the Caufe with un- 
intelligible canting Terms, and ufelefs Diftuichons, 
nor was their Seilions burthened with numberlefs 
Officers, the Minifters of Rapine and Extortion, 
tvith ill boding Afpe&s, enough to fright Afraa 

from the Court. _. 

Q_ ? the 
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The Place appointed' for their Tryals, was the 
in order to ^ich, 

the Tabled V Cil was J made > and placed upon 
rf! ir? n ie P,pes and Tobacco being ready, 

bro/nhr C1 fi,-^ 0Cee t n , SS ^P n i the Prifoners were 

thercfreiH 1 th ^ ltlC es °f Indiftment againft 
them read -, they were arraigned upon a Statute 

beinuftrrT" f nd the Letter of the Law 

emg ftrong againft them, and the Faff plainly 

wh°en ed on?df f° Ut t0 P rono M? lce Sentence, 
t hen one of the Judges mov’d, that they fhould 

f; do„T k t0thfr *r-> was according- 

AU the Prifoners pleaded for Arreft of Tudg- 
jent very movingly, but the Court had fuch an 
Abhorrence of them Crime, that they could not 
be prevailed upon to fhew Mercy, till one of the 
Judges whole Name was Valentine Ajhplant, hood 
he’lTTf k T g - hlS P,pe out of his Mouth, faid, 

of one Jf° S? h pV° ° ffer t0 the Cour t in behalf 
Pfone of the Prifoners; and fpoke to this Eff e a. 

r-~ By C , Glasby fan „ ot d . d , n me ifh( 

1 / arned Speech, he fat down in 

tl and r r e j U ' l ned h ' s Pipe. This Motion 

was loudly oppofed by all the reft of the Judges 
w equivalent Terms; but Ajhplant, who Jas re- 
folute in his Opinion, made another pathetical 

Speech in the following Manner. G—~ d n 

ye Gentlemen lam a! good a Man as the he/} of you ; 

4 mmy S- 1 if ever I turned my Bad to any Man 

, cr ™er will, by G ~ ; Glasby is an 

honefi Fellow, notwithfi anding this Misfortune, and I love 

rle'Tl d ~L~i n ifId f l •• 1 h °? e /Jf7/ live *»* 

repent of w hat he has done ; but d~—n me if he mufi 
dye I mil dye along with him. And thereupon, he 
pulled put a pair of Piftols, and prefented them 
to fome of the earned Judges upon the Bench; 
who, perceiving his Argument io well fupported, 

thought 
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thought it reafonable that Glasby ihould be. ac- 
quitted ; and fo they all came over to his Opinion, 

and allowed it to be Law. . 

But all the Mitigation that could be obtained 
for the other Prifoners, was, that they fhould have 
the Liberty of choofing any four of the who e 
Company to be their Executioners. The poor 
Wretches were ty’d immediately to the Matt, and 
there fhot dead, purfuant to their villainous Sen- 
tence. _ . . , 

When they put to Sea again, the Prizes, which 
had been detained only for fear of fpreading any 
Rumour concerning them, which had like to have 
been fo fatal at Corvocoo, were thus difpofed or. 
They burnt their own Sloop, and mann’d Norton s 
Brigantine, fending the Mafter away in the Hutch 
Interloper, not dilfatisfiea. . _ 

With the Royal Fortune, and the Brigantine, which 
they chriftened the Good Fortune, they puihed to- 
wards the Latitude of Defeada, to look out for Pr o- 
viftons, being very fhort again, and juft to their 
With, Captain Hinifone ’ s ill Fortune brought him 
in their Way, richly laden for Jamaica ; him 
they carried to Bcrbudas and plundered; and 
ftretching back again to the Wef-Indies, they con- 
tinually met with fome Consignment . or other, 
(chiefly French,) which ftored them with Pieuty 
of Provifions, and recruited their, ftarving Con- 
dition ; fb that ftocked with this fort, of Am- 
munition, they began to think of lomething wor- 
thier their Aim, for thefe Robberies that only 
l'upplied what was in conftant Expendituie, y 
no Means anfwered their Intentions; and accor- 
dingly they proceeded again for the Cat t o 
Guine y, where they thought to buy Gold-Duft very 
cheap. In their PafTage thither, they took Num- 
bers of Ships of all Nations, fome of which t ey 

Q. 4 burnt 
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* sthe Car ™ge or Charafters of the 
Matters difpleafed them. 

Notwithftandiug the fuccefsful Adventures of 
this Crew, yet ft was with great Difficulty they 
could be kept together, under any kind of Re, 
gulation ; for being almoft always mad or drunk 
their Behaviour produced infinite Disorders, every 
Man being in his own Imagination a Captain a 
Prince, or a King. When Roberts taw there was no 
managing of fuch a Company of wild ungovernable 
Brums, by gentle means, nor to keep them from 
drinking to excefs, the Caufe of all their Diffur- 
bances, he put on a rougher Deportment, and a 
more magefterial Carriage towards them, correct - 
mg whom he thought fit; and if any teemed to 
relent Ins Ufage, he told them, they might go afhore 
j S p tlr f* l ltop of him , if they thought fit, at Srvord 

A u°' ^ he ncnher or fittr'd any of them. 

About 400 Leagues from the Coaft of Africa, 
the Brigantine who had hitherto lived with them 
in all amicable Correlpondence, thought fit to take 
the Opportunity of a dark Night, and leave the 
Coniniadore^ which .leads me back to the Re- 
la non of an Accident that happened at one of the 
Iflands of the IVcft- Indict, where they water’d be- 
fore they undertook this Voyage, which had like' 

■ ™ thrown their Government (liich as it 

was) off the Hinges, and was partly the Occafion 
or tne Separation: The Story is as follows. 

Captain Roberts having been infulted by one of 
tne drunken Crew, (whole Name I have forgot,) 
he, jp the Heat of his Paffion killed the Fellow on 
the Spot, which was relented by a great many 
otieis put particularly one Jones, a brisk active 
young Man, who died lately in the MarLlfea, and 
was his Mels-Mate. This' Jones was at that Time 
a flip re a watering the Ship, but as foon as he came 
op board, was told that Captain Roberts had killed 
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his Comrade ; upon which he curbed Roberts, and 
laid, he ought to be ferved fo himfelf. Roberts 
hearing Jones's Inveftive, ran to him with a Sword, 
and ran him into the Body ; who, potwithftanding 
his Wound, feized the Captain,, threw him over 
a Gun, and beat him handlomely. This Adven- 
ture put the whole Company in an Uproar, and 
fome taking Part with the Captain, and others 
againil him, there had like to have enfued a gene- 
ral Battle with one another, like my Lord Tho- 
monf's Cocks; however, the Tumult was at length 
appeas’d by the Mediation of the Quarter-Mafter ; 
and as the Majority of the Company were of Opi- 
nion that the Dignity of the Captain, ought 
to be f’upported on Board ; thSt it was a Poll: of 
Honour, and therefore the Perlon whom they 
thought lit to confer it on, fhould not be violated 
by any fingle Member ; wherefore they fentenced 
Jones to undergo two Lafhes from every one of the 
Company, for his Mifdemeanour, which was ex- 
ecuted upon him as foon as he was well of his 
Wound. 

This fevere Puniffiment did not at all convince 
Jones that he was in the wrong, but rather ani- 
mated him to fome fort of a Revenge ; but not be- 
ing able to do it upon Roberts ' s Perlon, on Board 
the Ship, he and feveral of his Comrades, corres- 
pond with Ahflis, Cart in of the Brigantine, and 
confpire with him and Tome of the principal Py- 
rateson Board that Veffel, to go off from the Com- 
pany. What -made Anfiis a Malecontent, was, the 
Inferiority he flood in, with Refped: to Roberts, who 
carried himlelf with a haughty and magifterial 
Air, to him and his Crew, he regarding the Bri- 
gantine only as a Tender, and, as fuch, left them no 
more than the Re ufe of their Plunder. Infhort, 
Jones and his Confort go on Board of Captain An- 
fiis, on Pretence of a Vifit, and there confulting 
" r - 1 with 
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with their Brethren, they find a Majority for Jea- 
Ol Roberts, and fo came to a Reiolution to bid 
a loft Farewel, as they cal] it, that Night, and to 
throw over-board whofoever fhould flick out • bur 
they proved to be unanimous, and eifefled their De- 
hgn as above-mentioned. 

I fall have no more to fey of Captain AnfHs. 
till the Story of Roberts is concluded, therefore I 
return to him, in the purfuit of his Voyage to 
Guiney. The lofs of the Brigantine was a fenfible 
Shock to the Crew, fhe being an excellent Sailor, 
and had 70 Hands aboard • however, Roberts who 
was the Occafion of it, put on a Face of Uncon- 
cern at this his ill Conduit and Mi (management* 
and lefolved not to alter his Purpofes upon that 
Account. 

Roberts fell in to Windward nigh the Senegal, a Ri- 
ver of great Trade for Gum, on this Part of the 
Coafl, monopolized by the French, who conftantiy 
keep Crullers, to hinder the interloping Trade : 
At this Time they had two fmall Ships on that Ser- 
vice, one of 10 Guns and 6 s, Men, and the other 
of 15 Guns and 75 Men • who having got a Sight 
of Mr. Roberts, and fuppofing him to "be one" of 
thefe prohibited Traders, chafed with all the Sail 
they could make, to come up with him-, but their 
Hopes which had brought them very nigh, too late 
deceived them, for on the hoifting of Jolly Rover 
fthe Name they give their black Flag,) their French 
-Hearts failed, and they both furrendred without 
any, or at leaft very little Refiftance. With thefe 
I rizes they went into Sierraleon , and made one of 
them their Confort, by the Name of the tourer, and 
the other a Store-Ship, to clean by. 

Sierraleon River difgorges with a large Mouth, 
the Starboard-Side of which, draughts "into little 
Bays, fafe and convenient for cleaning and water- 
mg what ftill made it preferable to the Py rates. 
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is, that the Traders fettled here, are naturally 
their Friends. There are about 30 Englijh Men in 
all, Men who in lome Part of their Lives, have 
been either privateering, buccaneering, or pyrating, 
and ftill retain and love the Riots, and Rumours, 
common to that fort of Life. They live very 
friendly with the Natives, and .have many of them 
of both Sexes, to be their Gromettas, or Servants : 
The Men are faithful, and the Women fo obedient, 
that they are very ready to proftitute themfelves 
to whomfoever their Matters ftiall command them. 
The Royal African Company has a Fort on a fmall 
Ifland call’d Bence Ifland, but ’tis of little Ufe,beftdes 
keeping their Slaves 3 the Diftance making it in- 
capable of giving any Moleftation to their Star- 
board Shore. Here lives at this Place an old Fel- 
low, who goes by the Name of Crackers, who was 
formerly a noted Buccaneer, and while he followed 
the Calling, robb’d and plundered many a Man 3 
he keeps the beft Houfe in the Place, has two or 
three Gups before his Door, with which he Salutes 
his Friends, ('the Pyrates, when they put in) and lives 
a jovial Life with him, all the while they are there. 

Here follows a Lift, of the reft of thofe lawlefs 
Merchants, and their Servants, who carry on a 
private Trade with the Interlopers, to the great 
Prejudice of the Royal African Company, who with 
extraordinary Induftry and Expence, have made, 
and maintain, Settlements without any Confidera- 
tion from thofe, who, without fuch Settlements 
and Forts, would foon be under an Incapacity of 
purfuing any fuch private Trade. Wherefore, ’tis to 
be hop’d, proper Means will be taken, to root out a 
pernicious fet of People, who have all their Lives, 
fupported themfelves by the Labours of other Men. 

Two of thefe Fellows enter’d with Robert's Crew, 
and continued with them, till the Deftruftion of 
]the Company. 
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A Lift of the White-Men , now living on the 
high Land of Sierraleon, and the Craft they 
occupy. 

J OHN Leadflone , three Boats and Pcriaeoe. 

His Man Tom, 

. His Man ’John Brown. 

Alexander Middleton, one Long-Boat, 

-His Man Charles Hawkins. 

John Tierce, i 

William Mead, £ Par tners, one Long-Boat. 

Their Man John Vernon. 

David Chatmcrs, one Long-Boat. 

John Chatmers, one Long-Boat. 

Richard Richardfon, one Long-Boat. 

Norton , n 

Richard Warren > Pai ' Cnei ' s , two Long-Boats, and 
Roberts Glyrifry j two Iniall Boats- 

His Man John Franks. 

William Waits, and oxie young Man. 

John Bonnerman. 

John England, one Long-Boat. 

Robert Samples, one Long-Boat. 

William Preflgrove, 

Harry, / 

Davh, > one Sloop, two Long-Boats, 

Mitchel, \ a boat, and Periagoe. 

Richard Lamb, 

With Rocjuis Rodrrigus, a Fortuguefle. 

George B/Jhop. 

Peter Brown. 

John Jones, one Long-Boat, 


His 
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His Trips young Man. 

At Rio Fungo, Ben j amen Gun. 

At Kidham, George Teats. 

At Gallyneas, Richard Lemmons. 

The Harbour is fo convenient for Wooding and 
Watering, that , i-t occafions many of our trading 
.Ships, efpecially thole of Briftol, to call in there, 
with large Cargoes of Beer, Syder, and ftrong Li- 
quors, which they Exchange with thefe private 
Traders, for Slaves and Teeth, pur chafed by them 
at the Rio Nine's, and other Places to the North- 
ward, fo that here was what they call good 
living. 

Hither Roberts came the End of June, 1721, and 
had Intelligence that the Swallow, and Weymouth, two 
Men of War, of 50, Guns each, had left that River a- 
bout a Month before, and defigrxed to return about 
Chriflmas ; fo that the Pyrates could indulge them- 
felves with all the Satisfaction in the World, in 
that they knew they were not only fecure whilft 
there, but that in going down the Coaft, after 
the Men of War, they fhould always be abl.e to 
get fuch Intelligence of their Rendezvous, as would 
lerve to make their Expedition fafe. So after fix 
Weeks Ray, the Ships being cleaned and fitted, 
and the Men weary of whoring and drinking, they 
bethought themfelves of Bufinefs, and went to 
Sea the Beginning of Auguft, taking their Progrefs 
down the whole Coaft, as low as Jaquin, plunder- 
ing every Ship they met, of what was valuable in 
her, and fometimes to be more mifchievioufly wick- 
ed, would throw what they did not want, over- 
board, accumulating Cruelty to Theft. 

In this Range, they exchanged their old French 
Ship, for a fine Frigate built Ship, call’d the Onflow, 
belonging to the Royal African Company, Captain 
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St wTr “, de H r ’x” hi ^ h ? PPe ” ed “ 'y« » 

get Wacer and Neceffanes for the Comply. A 

when rTI h P i ain Gee ’ s Mea wer? afhore, 

Suenflv V bo . re d ° wn , , and *> the Ship con- 
iequently furpnz’d into his Hands, tho’ had 

al ! ° n Boa !' d > itwas not likely the Cafe 
thpm d T e bee , n ? therw 'le, the Sailors, moft of 
ra£foff?h U1 r ari y J” yninS the Pyrates, andencou- 
wSpL- v'£ e Dl ! P ofirion in the Soldiers, (who 
whofi? p S Pa [ e '! gerS Wlth them to Cape-Corfo-Cafttc ) 
Feats an/r i, be,n8 conftantl Y tickled with the 
?an C y that ° fl ^hofe Fellows, made them 

IZ lf v was on, y bein s bound on a Voy- 

and ,arW Sht ^ rrJta *; r y ( t0 relieve the Diftrefs’d, 

them fe I vps UP i a l Tle ^ ‘l nd Po the Y 1 ike wife offer’d 
bemfelves 5> but here the Pyrates were at a Stand 

men I? d f ° C0 , ntemptibIe a Notion of Land* 

tiS’ tin at 7 p P ?£ e ™. offwith Refufalsfor feme 
tions !e PS th » bewg weary’d with Solicita- 

thev’f a fo d P 7 ,ng - a Parcel of ftout Fellows, which 
and Y Pb. n M Were goln S toftarve upon a little Canky 

them ' S! 5 he - 7 aCCepted of tbera , and allow’d 
tbeiu 4 Share, as it was then term’d out of Cha- 

FenT^fr r om VV p S f 9 ^™° 011 Foard the Onflow, 
Ca(1 , ° England, to be Chaplain of Cape-Coy fo- 

fomeof the Pyrates were for keeping him, 
aOedgmg merrily that their Ship wanted a Cha- 

t P ak n An aCC °I dlI l gly they offered h!m a Share, to 
thine foTh' m 6 ™’ P romiPm S> he Ihould do no- 
Pravprs l Money, but make Punch, and lay 
other -rj.- 7 ’ bowever bruti ib they mfoht be in 
n b f Tb,ngs > the y bore fo great a Refpeft to his 
er, that they refolved not to force himagainft 

fo tth nC r : Tni-* nd the Par . fon having no S 

the h' ° r fh ire > excu fed himfelffrom accepting 
the Honour the,, defigned him . thev <ve „ fa J 

and generous enough to deliver him back every 

Thing 
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Thing he owned to be his: The Parfon laid hold 
of this favourable Difpofition of the Pyrates, and 
laid Claim to feveral Things belonging to others, 
which were alfo given up, to his great Satisfaction } 
in fine, they kept nothing which belonged to the 
Church, except three Prayer-Books, and a Bottle- 
Screw. 

The Pyrates kept the Onflow for their own 
Ufe, and gave Captain Gee the French Ship, and 
then fell to making fuch Alterations as might fit 
her for a Sea-Rnver, pulling down her Bulk-Heads, 
and making her flulh, fo that Ihe became, in all 
RefpeCts, as compleat a Ship for their Purpole, as 
any they could have found \ they continued to her 
the Name of the Royal Fortune , and mounted her 
with 40 Guns. 

She and the Ranger proceeded (as I Paid before,) 
to Jacjuin, and from thence to Old Calabar , where 
they arrived about Ottoher, in order to clean their 
Ships, a Place the moft fuitable along the whole 
Coaft, for there is a Bar with not above 1 5 Foot 
Water upon it, and the Channel intricate, fo that 
had the Men of War been fure of their being har- 
bour’d here, they might ftill have bid Defiance to 
their Strength, for the Depth of Water at the Bar, 
as well as the want of a Pilot, was a fufGcient Se- 
curity to the Rovers, and invincible Impediments 
to them. Here therefore they fat eafy, and divi- 
ded the Fruits of their difhoneft Inftuftry, and drank 
and drove Care away. The Pilot who brought them 

into this Harbour, was Captain L e , who for 

this, and other Services, was extreamly well paid, 
according to the Journal of their own Accounts, 
which do not run in the ordinary and common way, 
of Debtor, contra Creditor, but much more concife, 
lumping it to their Friends, and fo carrying the 
Debt in their Heads, againft the next lioneft Trader 
they meet. 
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They took at Calabar , Captain l.oane, and ttvo 
or three Brljlol Ships, the Particulars of all 
which would be an umiecenary Prolixity, there- 
fore I come now to give an Account of the 
Uiage they received from the Natives of this Place. 
The Calabar Negroes did not prove fo civil as they 
expe&ed, for they refuled to have any Commerce 
or I rade with them, when they underflood they were 
Pyrates : An Indication that thefe poor Creatures 
3n . 5 le narrow Circumftances they were in, and 
without the Light of the Gofpel, or the Advaiir 
tage of an Education, have, notwithftanding, fueh a 
moral innate Honefiy, as- would upbraid and flume 
the moft knowing Chriftian : But this did but ex- 
alperate thefe lawlefs Fellows, and fo a Party of 
40 Men were detach’d to force a Correfpondence 
or drive the Negroes to Extremities; .and they 
accordingly landed under the Fire of their own 
Cannon. , The Negroes drew up in a Body of 2000 
Men, as if they intended to difpute the Matter with 
them, and ftaid till the Pyrates: advanced within 
riflol-lhot ; but finding the Lpls of two or three 
made no Impreflion on the reft, the Negroes 
thought fit to retreat, which they did, with lome 
Lois : The Pyrates fet Fire to the Town, and then 
return d to their Ships. This terrified the Na- 
tives, and put an entire flop to all the Intercourfe 
between them ; fo that they could get no Sup- 
plies, which obliged them, as foon as they had 
nmfhed the cleaning and triming of their Ships, to 
loie no Time, but went for Cape Lopez,, and watered, 
and at Anna-Bona took aboard a Stock of frelh Pro- 
viflons, and then failed for the Coaft again. 

This was their laft and fatal Expedition, whicli 
we {hall be more particular in, becaufe, it cannot 
be imagined that they could have had Alfurance 
to have undertaken it, but upon a Preemption, 
that the Men of War, (whom they knew* werg 

upon 
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upon the Coaft,) were unable to attack them, Or 
elfe purfuant to the Rumour that had indifcretio* 
nally obtained at Sierraleon , were gong tluthtf 
again, ' " 

It is impofiible at this Time, to think they could 
know of the weak and fickly Condition they were 
in, and therefore founded the Succels of this le* 
cond Attempt upon the Coaft, on the latter Pre* 
fumption, and this feems to be confirmed by their 
falling in with the Coaft as low as Cape Lahou, ('and 
even that was higher than they defigned,) in the 
beginning of January, and took the Ship called the 
King Solomon , with 20 Men in their Boat, ana 4 
trading Veflel, both belonging to the Company, 
The Pyrate Ship happened to fall about a League 
to Leeward of the King Solomon, at Cape, Appollonia, 
and the Current and Wind oppofing their working 
up with the Ship, they agreed to fend the Long* 
Boat, with a fuffieient Number of Men to, take 
her: The Pyrates are all Volunteers on thefe Qo* 
cafions, the Word being always given, who will go f 
And prelently the ftanch and firm Men offer them* 
felves ; becaufe, by fuch Readinefs, they recom* 
mend their Courage, and have an Allowance alfd 
of a Shift of Cloaths, from Head tp Foot, out pf 
the Prize. 

They rowed towards the King Solomon with a 
great deal of Alacrity, and being hailed by the 
Commander of her, anfwered, Defiance ; Captain 
Trabern, before this, obferving a great Number of 
Men in the Boat, began not to like his Vifitors, 
and prepared to receive them, firing a Musket 
as they come under his Stern, which they re* 
turned with a Volley, and made greater Speed 
to get on Board : Upon this, he applied to his 
Men, and ask’d them, whether they would ftanp 
by him to defend the Ship, it being a Shame they 
fiiopld J59 takep by half their without 

a m 
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fZ v PUlfe u B L Ut h;s Boa tfwain, Philips, took 
upon him to be the Mouth of the People/ and put 

nnM d VU le ^’•‘ P ‘i te ; he faid P lain 'y> he would 
not, laid down his Arms m the King’s Name, as he 

was pleafed to term it, and called out to the Boat 
for Quarters, fo that the reft, by his Exairmle 
**« “M™ 1 t0 the lofin S of the Ship P J 

When they came on Board, they brought her 
h L*j ex Peditious Method, of cutting 
S* S ^ e ’ one of the Py rates, telling 

was ° f heavin 8 U P the Anchor 

burn fb « h- lS Wilen the ? deftgned to 

madore P ; J hey brou S ht her Com- 

”f what r a terfl ’ and not only rifled her 

felvlr K r ’ C “ rd fg e > they wanted for them- 
lelves, but wantonly throw’d the Goods of the 
Company overboard, like Spend-thrifts, that nei- 
ther expend or defigned any Account. ' 

jv° 1 Jl e - fame Day a) fo , they took the , Flu p,; a 

ijfhen’c’ X ° f Mafts ’ Vards “ores, 
and then cut down her Fore-Maft ; but what fat 

takhTr V 3S thing with the Shipper, was, their 
taking feme fine Saufages . he had on Board, of his 

Mam 1 L mak, " S i a ? d - ftrm S in S them in a ludicrous 
^lT lWd n ,b - hei ^ »«**, till they had fuffici- 
fhrlc rr d - heir Contempt of them, and then 
cT w t0 the Sea ’ Others chopp’d the 
? ads of b,s Fowls off, to be drelfed for their 
vhhW b and c h u tteoufly invited the Landlord, pro- 

Reaueft rn V rb d x, find V^ 01 '- lt was a melancholly 
Requeft to the Man, but it muft be comply’d with, 

oufetfv r^b° bl,ged b’ 3 V hey S rew ^ 

out of’hk d n hea ; r n hem flng Frnch and Songs 
X r l T h Prayer-Books, with other Pro- 

zed S? C at a Dutch Man) flood am a- 

tnd il Evnrefld°° near d the F alarmed the Coaft, 
*nd Exprefles were feutto the EngUfr and J Dutch 

Fafto- 


• the Royal Fortune a.n/J i Linger, t/r/;r.i 
aaj-t of Gufaey, January it ^ 'J 2 i ■ 
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Paftories, giving an Account of it : They were 
fenfible of this Error immediately, and becaufe 
they would make the heft of a bad Market re- 
Wed to keep out of fight of Land and lofe the 
Prizes they might expea between that and Why- 
dah, to make the more fure of that Port, where 
commonly is the beft Booty ; all Nations trading 
thither, efpecially Fortuguefe, who purchafe chiefly 
with Gold, the Idol their Hearts were bent upon. 
And notwithftanding this unlikely .Courfe, they 
met and took feveral Ships between Axm and that 
Place; the circumftantial Stones of which, and 
the pannick Terrors they ftruck into his Majefty s 
Subjefts, being tedious and unneceffary to relate, 
I {hall pafs by, and come to their Arrival m that 

Road. .nr 

They came to WhyiAi with a St. George s Enfign, 
a black Silk Flag flying at their MaemPpek, and 
a Jack and Pendant of the fame : The Rlag had a 
Death in it, with an Hour-Glafs in one .Han , 
and crofs- Bones in the other, a Dart by it, and 
underneath a Heart dropping three Drops of Blood. 
— The Tack had a Man pour tray d an i t, with 
a flaming Sword in his Hand, and {landing on two 
Skulls, fubfcribed AB H and AMH a Bar- 
Indian's and a Martinicans Head, as has been be- 
fore taken Notice of. Here they found eleven 
Sail in the Road, Biglilh, French and Portugue/e ■ the 
French were three flout Ships of 30 Guns, and up- 
wards of 100 Men each, yet when Roberts came 
to Fire, they, with the other Ships, immediately 
firuck their Colours and fur.rendred to his Mercy. 
One Reafon, it muft be confefs’d, of his eafy 
Viftory, was, the Commanders and a good Part of 
the Men being afhore, according to the Cuftom of 
the Place, to receive the Cargoes, and retui n the 
Slaves, they being obliged to watch the Seafons for 
it, which otherwife, in l'o dangerous a Sea as here, 
R 1 would 
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would be impra&icable. Thefe all, except the 
Porcupine, ranfomed with him for eight Pound of 
Gold-Duft, a Ship, not without the trouble of fome 
Letters palling and repaying from the Shore, before 
they could fettle it; and notwithftanding the 
Agreement and Payment, they took away one of 
the French Ships, tho’ with a Promife to return 
hei, if they found fhe did not fail well, taking 
with them feveral of her Men for that End. 

Some of the Foreigners, who never had Dealing 
this Way before, defired for Satisfaftion to their 
Owners, that they might have Receipts for their 
Money, which were accordingly given, a Copy of 
one of them, I have here fubjoined, viz.. 

T HIS is to certify whom it may or doth concern, that 
rve GENTLEMEN OF FORTUNE, have 
received eight Founds of Gold- Dufy for the Ranfom of the 
Hardey, Captain Dittwitt Commander, fo that we Dis- 
charge the faid Ship, 

Witnefs our Hands, this Batt. Roberts, 

13th of Jam 1721-2. Harry Glasby. 

Others were given to the Portuguefe Captains, 
which were in the fame Form, but being fign’d by 
two waggifh Fellows, viz.. Sutton , and Sympfon, they 
fubfcribed by the Names of, 

Aaron Whijjlingpin , 
Sim. Tugmutton. 

But there was fomething fb Angularly cruel 
and barbarous done here to the Porcupine , Captain 
Fletcher, as rauft not be paffed over without fpeeial 
Remark. 

This Ship lay in the Road, almoft flaved, when 
the Pyrates came in, and the Commander being 
on Shore, fettling his Accounts, was lent to for the 
Ranfom, but he excufed it, as having no Orders 
• frojn 
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from the Owners; though the true Reafon miglit 
be, that he thought it difhonourab t } ie 

Robbers: and that the Ship, ftp Cruel- 

Slaves, towards whom he could mi iu 
ty, was not worth the Sum demanded hereupon, 
Roberts fends the Boat to tranfport the £egr , 
order to fet her on Fire ; but bemg > ^ 

finding that unfhackling them co niu . , e ; g W 
Labour, they aftually fet her on Fire, *id eighty 

of thofe poor Wretches on Board, chained two ana 
two together, under the mifei able , over- 

ing by Fire or Water: Thofe who Jumped ewer- 
board from the Flames, were faxed by sharks, ^ a 
voracious Fifh, in Plenty in this Roa , > » 

Sight, tore Limb from Limb alive. A C jelty ur^ 
paralell’d ! And for which bad gery I d g had 
hanged, few I imagine would thin c J 

indeed, were obliged to difpatoh, 
<toB& here in' haft, becyUe .hey had m- 
tercepted a Letter from Genera P >P iVhydah, 

win, the Royal had been feen to 

(giving an Account, that A overt m ,Vht 

Windward of Cape \ 0 the Com- 

the better guard agamft the V S ^ ^ Road 

pany s Ships, if he Should ; hich he affured 

before the Swallow Man ^etterj was purfuing 
him, (at the Time of * , d u j ds Company, 
them to that Place. Roberts c V b cfo r fo 
and defired they would f nd notwith-, 

he was pleafed to ca . ll the , fwad ed them of the 
handing their vapouring, F f uC h brave Fel- 

Neceffity of moving ; 11 ’ f htned at this 

lows cannot be avoid dry Blows, 

News, yet that it were bettei _ , ... 

4 which is the bed that can be expend, 
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This Advice weigh’d with them, and they got 
vnder Sail having flay’d only from fhurfday to 
Saturday Night, and at Sea voted for the Ifland of 
Anna Bona ; but the Winds hanging out of the Way, 
croifed their Purpofe, and brought them to Cape’ 
Lopez., where I fhall leave them for their approach- 
es Fate, and relate forhe further Particulars of 
' s Majefty s Ship . the Swallow, viz., where it was 
ihe had lpent her Time, during the Mifchief that 
was done, and by what Means unable to prevent it • 
what alfo was the Intelligence ihe received, and the’ 
Meafures thereon formed, that at laft brought two 
luch Strangers as Mr Roberts and Capt. Oqle , to meet 
in fo remote a Corner of the World. 

The Swallow and Weymouth left Sierraleon, May 28, 

Tk *£? ye f lread F taken N °tice, Roberts arrived 
about a Month after, and doubtlefs learn’d the 
Intent of their Voyage, and cleaning on the Coaft • 
wiich made him let down with more Security to 
f! ,s Diverfion, and furniffi him with fuch Intima- 
tions, as made his firft Range down the Goaft in 
following, more prolperous ; the Swallow 
and Weymouth being then at the Port of Princes a 
cleaning. 

Their Stay at Princes was from July 28 to Sept. 20 
1 <21, where by a Fatality, common to the Ir- 
regularities of Seamen, (who cannot in fuch Cafes 
he kept tinder due Reflraints,) they buried iqo 
Men in three Weeks time, and reduced the Re- 
mainder of the Ships Companies into fo flckly a 
tate, that it was with Difficulty they brought 
tneiry to fail ; and this Misfortune was probably 
the Rum of Roberts, for it prevented the Men of 
ar s going back to Sierraleon, as it was intended, 
^here being a Neceffity of leaving his Majefty’s 
Ship Weymouth (in much the worfe Condition of 
the two) under the Guns of Cape Corfo, to imprefs 
Men, oemg unable at this Time, either to hand 

the 
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the Sails, or weigh her Anchor i and Roberts ^bemg 
ignorant of the Occafion or Alteration of the 
firft Defign, fell into the Mouth of D “J er i 
he thought himfelf the fartheft homit, for the 

Men of War not endeavouring to attain 

Windward (when they came frorn Princes) 
fecure Cape Corfo Road under their Lee, / 
ly hovered in the Track he had took. 

The Swallow and Weymouth fell in with the Con 
tinent at Cape Appollonia, Oclo. 20th, an _ 

ceived the ungrateful News trom one ap , 
a Notice that awaken’d and put them on their 
Guard*, but they were far from. expe^. Jjb Y . 
merity ihould ever bring him a fecond 1 
Coaft; while they were there \ therefore the Sir 
low having feen the Weymouth into Ca pe orfo 
Nov. 10th, ffieply’d to Windward as far as Baffam, 
rather as an Airing to recover a lick y P 
p my, and ffiew herfelf to the Trade, whiffi was 

found every where undifturb d, an w , . . t- 

Reafon, returning » that the 

an Enlifi, Vellel. which ihe belreved nuft have 
fallen into their Hands. On this y, 
low clung her Wind, and endeavoure S‘ a 

Place, but receiving foon after (0 ». intel- 

contrary Report from Cap tam j come 

«4n 

^onT' 1 Tim l e; C ^^<wed t at 1 Oipe 

at Cape Tres Vuntat the 27 *, and in Corfo Roaa 

their confort _ rhe s gj 

mouth, was, by the Alfiftance o ■ Refti- 

the Caftle, gone to Windward, o ‘ ^ 

A™, r.nnds or Men belonging to tne 
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African Company, that were illegally detained by 
toe Dutchm j)es Minas ; and while they were re- 
gretting io long a Separation, an Exprefs came 
to General Phips, from J.vim, the 9 th, and followed 
by another from Dixcove, fan EM Faftory.) with 
Information that three Ships had chafed and taken 
i a fY nigh Axirn Cattle, and a trading Boat 
belonging to the Company : No doubt was made, 

What ’ they were ’ k beiu S taken for 
rt fl 7 j Ve f e Pyrates > and luppofed to be the 
Luf . bad tbe Augufi before in felted the Coafh 
I he natural Refult therefore, from thefe two Ad- 

t0 haften for Whydah-, for it was con- 
clued the Prizes they had taken, had informed them 

ferret- 11 i u* ^low was > arid withal, how much 

Month ^ tb , 1 ban ^ ie bad been f° r fome 

P r? ft ’ f ° that unlefs th «y were very mad 
th« , w ? u i d ( af ter being difcove'redj make 

Bonrt r,° f thei 5 L Wa 7 Whydah, and fecure the 
Sufi/ i h Tl vvlthout which, their Time and In, 
Quttfy had been entirely loft ; moft of the Gold 
lying m that Corner, 

<Jh\ SW f 0rV Wei S hed from Cape-Corfo, January the 
f ?’ but was retarded by waiting fome Hours on 

I ! rfr fi f C0 T pany ’ S Shi P> at -Accra, again 

and 3 Wh ° le Day 3t 011 a 
Perfon theynfodtofide^^f A Conduftthat 

Mn Mips blamed, when he heard the Pyrates were 

- s _ at Whydah, altho’ he had given it as his 

b!^ 0r \ they n° u!d not be P aired b y» and inti- 
p r ‘ e jud’ c ^ lat to fay a few Hours would prove no 

* 2 * ^ We , V f r * h?nder ’ d tb « Swallow^ catching 
hem at Whydah, for the Pyrates came into that 
ROSd wuh a frefh Gale of Wind, the fame Day 
uie Swallow was at Apong, and fail’d the i 3 th of 
Vmiary f . rom thence, that foe arrived the iyth. 
ohe gamed Notice of $em by a French Shallop 

from. 
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from Grand Papa, the 14* at ^ i £ b( j’ • 

Little Papa next Morning by a .Dutch Ship v J at 
the Man of War was on all Sides, as foe thoug , , 
fore of her Purchafe, particularly when foe made 
the Ships, and difeovered three of the " 1 to get 
under Sail immediately at Sight of e > | 

Signals to one another, as tho they J’p l 
Defence; but they were found to be three French 
Ships ; and thofe at Anchor, Porhtguefe and Ewhjb, 
all honeft Traders, who had been ranfack d ai 

"TIE Difappointmentchagreen’d the Shi^Com- 

pany, who were very intent upon thei ‘ ’ 

which was reported’ to be an Arm-Cheft full of 
Gold, and kept with three Keys ; tho m ‘ A 
hood, had they met with them in tha op . ‘ » 
one or both would have made tbeir ^ fra f S F ’ ° r 
if they had thought fit to haw fought, , an E u- 
lation in their Defence would probaby 

lC While they were contemplating on the Matter, 
a Letter was received from Mr. Ba win, ( 
nor here for the Company,) figmfymg, , “ at J* 
Pyrates were at Jaquin, leven Leagues ov • 
Swallow weighed at two next Morning, Jan y 
16th, and got tojaquin by Day-Ligh , 
other End, than frightening the Crew 
Tortuguefe Ships on Shore, who too ie 
Pyrate that had ftmek fuch Terror at WM. 
She returned therefore that Nigh , an 
been ftrengthened with thirty Volun mei j £ J, 
and French, the difearded Crews of tU 
and the French Ship they had carried from hence, 
foe put to Sea again January the 19th, con) -> 

that either Calabar, Princes, the 1 * 

Cape Lopez, or Jnnabor/a, muft be touc _ . 
Water and Refrefoment, tho thev l0U r 
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Places, I have before obferved, it was hazardous 
to think of, or rather ineradicable Princes had 
been a fower Grape to them, but being the firft 
in the Way ffie. came before the Harbour the 
where learning no News, without Joofing 

the Rlver Gahonc > and anchored 
at the Mouth of it February the rft, 

I« 1h, in Ri n er u isnavIgable by two Channels, and 
has an Ifland about five Leagues up, called Popaguays 

Lerallv’ ctT " Cruifcs > for this C ° a 4 

g y Clean, and where fometimes Pyrates 

come ni to look for Prey, or to Refit, it being very 

nvenient, by Reafon of a foft Mud about it, 

GimstiMlt^ 11 ^ 3 lyi ‘- S ° nShore > all her 
r . . ad Stores in, without Damage. Hither 

fZlTT le ‘ lt :teBoat and- a Lieutenant, who 

EH a H^ Ship > ab ° Ve the Mand/from 
whom ho had thus Account, That he had been 

the e r ° m Cape L °^> and had left Ship 

Jf* *’ “ 0we ver, they beat up for the Cape, with- 

• egard to t . llls St01 7 , and on the 5th, at Dawn- 
fh was Cufprized with the Noife of a Gun, which 
J 6 R ay br , lgbtened > th ey found was from Cape 
ArSnr^l W, J ere ^ ley difcOT ered three Ships at 
Pend! Vfl :h - e !argeft , with the King’s Colours and 
be /r inS ’ W i Uch was foon after concluded to 

bein^tf W- A** l T Coi ? forts i ^t the Srealloro 
the Rav Windward, and unexpeftedly deep in 

Sand Jn’ll ZZ ° bI,ged t0 Steer off > for avoiding a 
Sand, called the French Man's Bank, which the Py- 

rates obferved for fome Time, and raihly inter- 

L which* be F i eai ' 111 her > righted the French 

r h vva ? then on the HeeJ, and ordered her 

Saihi? r P m r” had ’ , bending feveral of their 
Sads , n the Purfmt. The Man of War finding 

S 34 0011 ?/ mifi aken her Defign, humoured 

i e | w e “^ ndl ^ 0ireo Sea > as iflkehadbee» 
y afiaid > and managed her Steerage fo, 

under 
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under the Direction of Lieutenant Sun, an experi- 
enced Officer, as to let the Ranger come up with 
her, when they thought they had got fo far as not 
to have their Guns heard by her Confort at the 
Cape. The Pyrates had fuch an Opinion of their 
own Courage, that they could never dream any 
Body would ufe a Stratagem to fpeak with them, 
and fo was the more eafily drawn into the Snare. 

The Pyrates now drew nigh enough to fire their 
Chafe Guns ; they hoifted the black Flag that was 
worn in Whydah Road, and got their Spritfail Yard 
aloug-fhips, with Intent to board ; no one having 
ever asked, all this while, what Country Sh’p they 
took the Chafe to be ; they would have her to be 
a Portuguese, (Sugar being then a Commodity among 
them,)‘ and were fwearing every Minute at the 
Wind or Sails to expedite fo fweet a Chafe •, but, 
alafs, all turned four in an Inftant r It was with 
the utmoft Confternation they faw her fudden- 
1 'y bring to, and hawl up her lower Ports, now with- 
in Piftol-fhot, and ftruck their black Flag upon it 
direfrly. After the firft Surprize was over, they 
kept firing at a Diftance, hoifted it again, and va- 
poured with their Cutlafhes on the Poop; tho’ 
wifely endeavouring at the fame Time to get away. 
Being now at their Wits end, boarding was pro- 
pofed by the Heads of them, and fo to make one 
defperate Puffi; but the Motion not being well fe- 
conded, and their Main-Top-Maft coming down by 
a Shot, after two flours firing, it was declin’d ; 
they grew Sick, ftruck their Colours, and called 
out for Quarters; having had io Men killed out 
right, and 20 wounded, without the lols or hurt 
of one of the King’s Men. She had 32 Guns, 
mann’d with 1 6 French Men, 20 Negroes, and 77 
Engl i flu The Colours were thrown over board, 
that they might not rife in Judgment, nor be dis- 
play’d in Tryumph over them. 

* While 
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fetcWfo. t l W . r Swallow was fending their Boat to 
ietch the Prifoners, a Blaft and Srtioak was feen 
to pour out of the great Cabin, and they thought 
they were blowing, up; but upon enquiry after- 
wards, found that halt a dozen of the moft Defpe- 

t£fi Vhen 7 { aW aI1 Ho P es fled > had drawn 
themfelves round what Powder they had left in the 

peerage, and tired a Piftol into it, but it was too 
finally a Quantity to effect any Thing more, than 
burning them in a frightful Manner. ’ 

Wrt / M ' P C ,° mlTlanded b y one Skyrme' a 
Ma 'b who, tho’ he had loft his Leg in the 
W £ u d not ^ffer himfelf to be dreffed, or 
0 7 the Deck i b ' J t, like Widrington, fought 
mcft n o f S thp UmP '- The , a PP eared and brisk, 

Sfo f S L w T th n Wh, n e Shirt3 ’ Watches > and a 
f f S k Ve rt fts ’ but the G old-Duft belonging to 
W 7«oft of it left in the Little pLcr in 

1S p ” y ’ s proper ship>) with the 

r,t IT'°1 H taJ;e No t'ce of two among the 
rw 7 d n °u c hoSi disfi s ured from- the Blaft of Pow- 
der )uft before mentioned, vk. William Main and 
Roger Ball. An Officer of the Ship feeing a Silver 
Call hang at the Waft of the former. Ibid to him, 
I prefume you are Boatfwain of this Ship. Then you pre- 
kmcjrong, anfwered he, for 1 am Boatfwain of the 
Royal Fortune, Captain Roberts Commander. Then 
fJoff 1 '"' wa,n y°u will he hanged 1 believe , replies 
-e icer. ft hat is as your Honour pleafes , anfwered 
he again, and was for turning away : But the Of- 
hcer ^ de fired to know of him, how the Powder, 
v, ic.i lac made them in that Condition, came to 

I “ 5 L’J t i ^ G ' % s he, they are all mad and 
bevtntch d, for 1 have loft a good Hat by’it. (the Hat and 

he being both blown out of the Cabin Gallery, 

71° Air but ^at ftgnifics a Hat Friend , fays 

the Officer. Not much anfwer’d he, the Men 

being 
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being bufy in ftripping him of Jus Shoes and Stoc- 
kings.- 1 he Officer then enquired of him, whe- 

ther Roberts ’’ s Company were as likely Fellows as 
thefe. — There are 120 of them , (anfwered he) at 
clever Fellows as ever trod Shoe Leather ; Would / were 
with them ! — No doubt okt, fays the Officer, — — 

By G— it is naked Truth, anfwered he, looking 
down and feeing himfelf, by this Time, quite 
ftriped. 

The Officer then approached Roger Ball, who 
was feated in a private Corner, with a Look as fal- 
len as Winter, and asked him, how he came blown 
up in that frightful Manner. - — - IVhy, fays he, 
John Morris fired a Piftol into the powder, and if he 
had not done it, I would, (bearing his Pain without the 
leaft Complaint.) The Officer gave him to under- 
ftand he was Surgeon, and if he defired it, he 
would drefs him-, but he fwore it fhould not be 
done, and that if any Thing .was applied to him, 
he would tear it off.- — Neverthelefs the Surgeon had 
good Nature enough to drefs him, tho’ with much 
trouble : At Night he was in a kind of Delirium, 
and raved on the, Bravery of Roberts, faying, he 
fliould ffiortly be releafed, as foon s '5 they flfould 
meet him, which procured him a laffiing down upon 
the Forecaftle, which he refilling with all his 
Force, caufed him to be ufed with the more Vio- 
lence, fo that he was tied down with fo much 
Severity, that hi.s Fleffi being fore and tender 
with the blowing up, he died next Day of a Mor- 
tification. 

They fecured the Prifoners with Pinions, and 
Shackles, but the Ship was fo much difabled in the 
Engagement, that they had once Thoughts to let 
her on Fire ; but this would have givei/them the 
Trouble of taking the Py rates wounded Men on 
Board themfelves, and that they were certain the 
Royal Fortune would wait for their Confort’s Return, 

■ they" 
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they lay by her two Days, repaired her Rigging and 
other Damages, and fent her into Princes, with the 
French Men, and four of their own Hands. 

On the 9 th in the Evening, the Swallow gained the 
, a P'l a o ail b an d faw the Royal Fortune handing into 
the Bay with the Neptune , Captain Hill, oh London: A 
good Prefageof the next Day’s Succefs, for they did 
not doubt but the Temptation of Liquor, and Plun- 
der, they might find in this their new Prize, would 

pened ' Pyrates very conful ' ed i and fo it hap- 

On the ioth, in the Morning, the Man of War 
bore away to round the Cape. Rohm is Crew dif- 
cernmg their Mafts over the Land, went down 
to the Cabin, to acquaint him of it, he being 
then at Breakfaft with his new Gueft, Captain 
H J 1 ’. °n a flvor y Difh of Solomongundy, and fome 
of his own Beer. He took no Notice of it, and 
his Men almoft as little, fome faying fire was a For- 
tugucfe ship, others a French Slave Ship, but the 
nrajor Part fwore it was the French Ranger return- 
mg, and were merrily debating for dome Time, 
on the Manner of Reception, whether they fhould 
a . 5 e > 25, 2 0t ? but as the Swallow approached 
nigfier Things appeared plainer, and though they 
were ftigmatiz’d with the Name of Cowards, who 
ihewed any, Apprehenfion of Danger, yet fome of 
them now undeceived, declared it to Roberts, e- 
fpecially one Armfirong , who had deferted from that 
nip, and knew Her well : Thofe Roberts fwore at as 
Cowards, who meant to difhearten the Men, asking 
them if it were fo, whether they were afraid to 

ri/u i°5 n ° ? And hardly refrained from Blows. 
What his own Apprehenfions were, till fhe haw- 
ed up her Ports, and hoifted their proper Colours, 
is uncertain ; but then being perfectly convinced, 
he flipped his Cable, got under Sail, and ordered 
his Men to Arms, without any fhew of Timidity, 

dropping 
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dropping a firft Rate Oath, that it was a Bite, but, at 
the fame l ime, refolved, like a gallant Rogue, to 
get clear, or die. 

There was one Armflrong, as I juft mention’d, a 
Deferter from the Swallow, whom they enquired of 
concerning the Trim and Sailing of that Ship - he 
told them lhe fail’d beft upon a Wind, and there- 
fore, if they defigned to leave her, they fliould go 
before it. 

The Danger was imminent, and Time very fhort, 
to confult of Means to extricate himfelf ; his Refo- 
lution in this Streight, was as follows: To pafs 
clofetothe Swallow , with all their Sails, ana re- 
ceive her Broadfide, before they returned a Shot ; 
if difabled by this, or that they could not depend 
on failing, then to run on Shore at the Point, 
(which is fteep to) and every one to fhift for him- 
felf among the Negroes ■, or failing in thefe, to 
board, and blow up together, for he faw that the 
greateft Part of his Men were drunk, paffively Cou- 
ragious, unfit for Service. 

Roberts himfelf made a gallant Figure, at the 
Time of the Engagement, being dreifed in a rich 
crimfon Damask Waftcoat and Breeches, a red Fea- 
ther in his Hat, a Gold Chain round his Neck, with 
a Diamond Croft hanging to it, a Sword in his Hand, 
and two Pair of Piftols hanging at the End of a Silk 
Sling, flung over his Shoulders (accordingto the Fa- 
shion of the Pyrates ; ) and is faid to have given his 
Orders with Boldnefs, and Spirit-, coming, accord- 
ing to what he had purpofed, clofe to the Man of 
received her Fire, and then hoifted his Black 
Flag* and returned it, fhooting away from her, 
with all the Sail he could pack •, and had he took 
Armflrmg’s Advice, to have gone before the Wind, 
he had probably efcaped but keeping his Tacks 
down, either by the Winds fhifting, or ill Steerage, 
or both, he was taken a-back with his Sails, and the 

Swallow 
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Swallow came a fecond Time very nigh to him : He 
had no w perhaps finilhed the Fight very defperate- 
& “ who took a fwift Paffage in a Grape- 

hhot had not mterpofed, an d ftruckhim direftly 
on the Throat. He fettled himfelf on the Tackles 
a Gun, which one Stephenfon, from the Helm, ob- 
ervmg, ran to his Affiftance, and not perceiving 
hm wounded, fwore at him, and bid him ftand up, 
.nd fight like a Man •, but when he found his Mi- 
nf’j • t iat his Captain was certainly dead, he 
guihed mto Tears, and wifhed the next Shot might 
be Ms Lot. They prefently threw him over-board 
with his Arms and Ornaments on, according to the* 
repea ed Requeft he made in his Life-time. 

Roberts was a tall black Man, near forty Years of 

vFl in n at Newey-bagh, nigh Haverford-Weft, in 
TembroJtjlnre •, of good natural Parts, and perlonal 
era very, tho’ he applied them to fuch wicked Pur- 
poles, as made them of no Commendation, frequent- 

y rinking Z) — w to him who ever lived to wear a 

r uter ' was fore d himfelf at firft among this 
Company out of the Prince, Captain Plmmb at Ana- 
tnaboe about three Years before, where he ferved as 
lecond Mate, and feed, as he us’d to tell the frefh 
Men, as many Crocodile Tears then as they did 
now, ut Time and good Company had wore it off. 
He could not plead Want of Employment, nor 
Incapacity of getting his Bread in an honeft way, 
to favour fo vile a Change, nor was he fo much a 
Coward as to pretend it ; but frankly own’d, it was 
o get rid of the difagreeable Superiority of feme 
Mahers he was acquainted with, and the Love of 
Novelty and Change, Maritime Peregrinations had 

- ‘ CC J ! , om “ t0 - In an honeft Service , fays he, there 

is thin Commons, low Wages, and hard Labour t in this , 
Plenty and Satiety, PLeafure and Eafe, Liberty and Pow- 
frp and who would not bulimic Creditor on this Side , 
when all the Hazard that is run for it, at worft, is only a 

four 
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four Looh or two at choabng. N o, A merry Life and 
a fhort one, fhall be my Motto. 'Thus he preach’d 
himfelf into an Approbation of what he at firft ab- 
horr’d ; and being daily regal’d with Mufick, Drinks 
ing, and the Gaiety and Diverftoas of his Compa- 
nions , thefe deprav’d Propensities were quickly 
edg’d and ftrengthen’d, to the extinguifhing of Fear 
and Confcience. Yet among all the vile and igno- 
minious ACts he had perpetrated, he is faid to have 
had an Averfton towards forcing Men into that Ser- 
vice, and had procured fbme their Difcharge, not* 
Withftanding fo many made it their Plea. 

When Roberts was gone, as tho’ he had been the 
Life and Soul of the Gang, their Spirits funk; 
taany deferted their Quarters, and all ftupidly neg- 
lected any Means for Defence, or Efcape ; and their 
Main-maft foon after being fhot by the Board, they had 
no Way left, but to furrender and call for Quar- 
ters. The Swallow kept aloof, while her Boat paf. 
fed, and repaired for the Prifbners ; becaufe they 
nnderftood they were under an Oath to blow up ; 
snd fome of the Defperadoes fliewed a Willingnefs 
that Way, Matches being lighted, and Scuffles hap- 
pening between thofe who Would, and thefe who 
oppofed it : But I cannot eafily account for this 
Humour, which can be term’d no more than a 
falfe Courage, fince any of them had Power to de- 
stroy his own Life, either by Piftol, or Drowning, 
without involving others in the farne Fate, who 
are in no Temper of Mind for it : And at Left, it 
had been only dying, for fear of Death. 

She had 40 Guns, and 1 <57 Men, 45 whereof Were 
Negroes ; three only were killed in the Aftion, 
Without any Lofs to the Swallow. There was found 
upwards of 2000/. inGold-Duftin her. The Flag 
could not be got eafily from under the fallen Maft, 
and was therefore recover’d by the Swallow ; it had 
the Figure of a Skeleton in it, and a Man pourtray’d 

S with 
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with a flaming Sword in his Hand, intimating a De- 
fyance of Death it felf. 

The Swallow returned back into Cape Lopez. Bay, 
and found the little Ranger , whom the Pyrates had 
deferted in haft, for the better Defence of the Ship : 
She had been plunder’d, according to what I could 
learn, of 2000 1 . in Gold-Duft, (the Shares of thofe 
Pyrates who belonged to her •, ) and Captain Hill , 
in the Neptune, not unjuftly fufpefted, for he would 
not wait the Man of War’s returning into the Bay 
again, but fail’d away immediately, making no 
Scruple afterwards to own the Seizure of other 
Goods out ofher, and furrender’d, as a Confirma- 
tion of all, 50 Ounces at Barbadocs, for which, fee 
the Article at the End of this Book. 

All Pcrfons who after the 29 th of' Septem. 1690, &c. 

To Him up the whole, if it be confidered, firft, 
that the fickly State of the Men of War, when they 
fail’d from Princes, was the Misfortune that hin- 
dered their being as far a^ Sierraleon, and confe- 
quently out of the Track the Pyrates then took. 
That thofe Pyrates, direflly contrary to their De- 
fign, in the lecond Expedition, fhould ’ get above 
Cape Corfo, and that nigh Axim, a Chace fhould of- 
fer, that inevitably muft difeovet them, and be loon 
communicated to the Men of War. That the fati- 
ating their evil and malicious Tempers at Whydah, 
in burning the Porcupine, and running off with the 
French Ship, had ftrengthened the Swallow with 30 
Men. That the Swallow fhould mifs them in that 
.Road, where probably fhe had not, or at leaft fo ef- 
feffually obtained her End. That they fhould be 
lo far infatuated at Cape Lopez, , as to divide their 
Strength, which when collected, might have been 
lb formidable. And laftly, that the Conqueft fhould 
be without Bloodfhed : 1 fay, confldering all thefe 
Circumftances, it fhews that the Hand of Provi- 
dence was concerned in their Deftru£Hon. 

As 
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As to their Behaviour after they were taken, it 
was found that they had great Inclinations to rebel, 
if they could have laid hold of any Opportunity. 
For they were very unealy under Reftraint, having 
been lately all Commanders themfelves •, nor could 
they brook their Diet, or Quarters, without curfing 
and fwearing, and upbraiding each other, with the 
Folly that had brought them to it. 

So that to fecure themfelves againft any mad des- 
perate Undertaking of theirs, they ftrongly bar- 
ricado’d the Gun-Room, and made another Prifon 
before it •, an Officer, with Piftols and Cutlafhes, 
doing Duty, Uight and Day, and the Piifbneis 
within, manacled and ihackled, ( 

They would yet in thefe Circumftances be im- 
pudently merry, faying, when they viewed their 
Nakednefs, that they had not left them a halfpenny, to 
give old Charon, to ferry them over Stix : And at their 
thin Commons, they would obferve, that they fell 
away fo fiift, that they fhould not have Weight 
left to hang them. Sutton ufed to be very pro- 
phane •, he happening to be in the fame Irons with 
another Prifbner, who was more ferious than 01 di- 
Jiary, and read and pray’d often, as became his 
. Condition • this Man Sutton ufed to fwear at, and 
ask him, what he propofed by fo much Noife and De* 
votion? Heaven, lays the other, / hope, Heaven, you 
Fool , fays Sutton, did you ever hear of any Pyrates going 

thither ? Give me H //, it's a merrier Place , I ll give 

Roberts a Salute of 13 Guns at Entrance . Mm when 
he found fuch ludicrous Expreffions had no EileJ; 
on him, he made a formal Complaint, and requeued 
that the. Officer would either remove t^is Man, or 

take his Prayer-Book away, as a commcm Difturber, 
A Combination and Conlpiracy was foimed, be* 
twijet Moody, AJhplant, Magnes, Mare, and others, 
co rife, and kill the Officers, and run away with 
the Ship- This they had carried Qd by Means of 
■■ * S * » Ml** 
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a Mulatto Boy, who was allow’d to attend them, 
and proved very trufty in his Meffages, between 
the Principals ; but the Evening of that Night 
they were to have made this Struggle, two of the 
Prifoners that fat next to Aslant, heard the Boy 
whilper them upon the Projett, and naming to him 
the Hour they fhould be ready, prefently gave 
Notice of it to the Captain, which put the Ship 
in an Alarm, for a little Time •, and, on Examina- 
tion, feveral of them had made fhift to break off, 
or lole, their Shackles, (no doubt for fuch Purpofe ;) 
but it tended only to procure to themfelves'worfe 
Ufage and Confinement. 

In the Erne Palfage to Cape Corfo, the Prize, 
Royal Fortune , was in the Erne Danger. She was 
left at the Hland of St. Thomas’s, in the Polfeifion 
of an Officer, and a few Men, to take in fome 
freflr Provifions, (which were Icarce at Cape Corfo') 
with Orders to follow the Ship. There were only 
dome of the Pyrates Negroes, three or four wound- 
ed Prifoners, and Scudamore, their Surgeon • from 
whom they feemed to be under no Apprehenlion, 
efpecially from the laft, who might have hoped for 
Favour, on Account of his Employ; and had flood 
fo much indebted for his Liberty, eating and drink- 
ingconftantly with the Officer ; yet this Fellow, 
regardlefs of the Favour, and loft to all Senfe or 
Reformation, endeavoured to bring over the Ne- 
groes to his Defign of murdering the People, and 
running away with the Ship. He eafily prevailed 
with the Negroes to come into the Defign ; but 
when he came to communicate it to his Fellow Pri- 
. loners, and would have drawn them into the fame 
Meafures, by telling them, he underftood Naviga- 
tion, that the Negroes were ftout Fellows, and by 
a Smattering he had in the Angolan Language, he 
had found willing to undertake luch an Enterprize ; 
and that it was better venturing to do this, run 

down 
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down the Coaft, and raife a new Company, than 
to proceed to Cape Corfo, and be hanged like a Dog, 
and Sun dry’d. One of them abhorring the Cruel- 
ty, or fearing the Succefs, difcovered it to the Of- 
ficer, who made him immediately a Prifoner, and 
brought the Ship fafe. 

When they came to be lodg’d in Cape Corfo-Cafile, 
their Hopes of this kind all cut off, and that they 
were allured they muft there foon receive a final 
Sentence ; the Note was changed among moft of 
them, and from vain infolent jefting, they became 
ferious and devout, begging for good Books, and 
joyning in publick Prayers, and finging of Plaints, 
twice at leaft every Day. 

As to their Tryals, if we fhould give them at 
length, it may appear tedious to the Reader, for 
which Reafon, 1 have, for the avoiding Tautology 
and Repetition, put as many of them together as 
were try’d for the fame Faft, relerving the ’Cir- 
cumftances which are moft material, with Obfer- 
vafions on the dying Behaviour of fuch of them, as 
came to my Knowledge. 

And firft, it may be obferved from the Lift, that 
a great Part of thefe Pyrate Ships Crews, were Men 
entered on the Coaft of Africa, not many Months 
before they were taken ; from whence, it may be 
concluded, that the pretended Conftraint of Roberts , 
on them, was very often a Gomplotment between 
Parties equally willing : And this Roberts feveral 
Times openly declared, particularly to the Onflow ’ s 
People, whom he called aft, and ask’d of them, who 
•was willing to go, for he would force no Body ? As was 
depofed, by fome of his beft Hands, after Acquit- 
tal ; nor is it reafonable to think, he fhould rejefl 
1/ifh Voluntiers, only from a Pique againft Kennedy, 
\ and force others, that might hazard, and, in Time, 
deftroy his Government: But their Behaviour foon 
put him out of this Fear, and convinc’d him, that 

S 3 
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the Plea of Force was only tlie beft Artifice they 
had to fhelter themfelves under, in Cafe they 
fhould be taken and that they were left Rogues 
than others, only in Point of Time. 

It may likewife be taken Notice of, that the 
Country, wherein they happened to be tried, is 
among other Happineffes, exempted from Law- 
yers, and Law-Books, fo that the Office of Regi- 
fter,^ of neceffity fell on one, not veiled in thofe 
Affairs, which might juflify the Court in want of 
Form, more effentially fupply’d with Integrity 
and Impartiality. 

But, perhaps, if there was lefs Law, there might 
he more juftice, than in feme other Courts • for, 
if the civil Law be a Law of univerfal Reafon, 
judging of the Rectitude, or Obliquity of Mens 
Aflrions, every Man of common Senfe is endued 
with a Portion of it, at leaf!: fufficient to make him 
diftinguiffi' Right from Wrong, or what the Civili- 
ans call. Malum in fc. 

Therefore, here, if two Perfons were equally 
Guilty of -the fame Faff, there was no convifting 
one, and bringing the other off, by any Quirk, or 
turn of Law ■, for they form’d their Judgments 
upon the Conftraint, or Willingnefs, the Aim, and 
Intention of the Parties, and all other Circumftan- 
ces, which make a material Difference. Befides, 
in Crimes of this Nature, Men bred up to the Sea, 
muft be more knowing, and much abler, than 
others rriore learned in the Law ■, for, before a Man 
can have a right Idea of a Thing, he muft know 
the Terns Handing for that Thing : The Sea- 
Terms being a Language by it felf, which no Law- 
yer can be fuppofed to underftand , he muft of 
Confequence want that diferiminating Faculty, 
which ffiould direft him to judge right of the Faffs 
ftieant by thofe Tyrnjs, 
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The 'Court well knew, it was not poffible to get 
the Evidence of every Sufferer by this Crew and 
therefore, firft of all, conftdered how that Deficien- 
cy fhould be fupplied ^ whether, or no, they cquld 
pardon one Jo. Dennis , who had ear y offered him- 
felf, as King’s Evidence, and was the. beft read in 
their Lives and Converfations : Here indeed, they 
were ataLofsfor Law, and concluded m the Ne- 
gative, becaufe it look’d like compounding with a 
Man to fwear falfly, lofing by it, thole great Helps 

he could have afforded. ,. 

Another great Difficulty m their Proceedings 
wa% how to underftand thofe Words in the Act of 
Parliament, of, particularly fpecifying in the Charge the 
CircumfiaJs of Time, Place Ike. i e. fo to underftand 
them, as to be able to hold a Court •, . for if they 
had been indeed on particular Robberies, the Evi- 
dence had happened moftly from the Royal African 
Company’s Ships, on which thefe Gentlemen of 
Cape-Corfo-Cafile, were not qualify d to fit, then Oath 
running, That they have no Interejl dtrettly, or tndt- 
rePlly, in the Ship, or Goods , for t,ic Rohcery of which, 
the Party Rands accufed : And this they thought they 
had, Commiffions being paid them, on fuch Goods . 
And on the other Side, if they were incapacitated, 
no Court could be formed, the Commiffion ablolute- 
Jy requiring three of them by Name. 

To reconcile all Things, therefore, the Court 
refolded, to bottom the whole of their Proceedings 
on the Swallow's Depofitions, which were clear and 
plain and had the Circumftance of Time when. 
Place’ where, Manner how, and the like, particu- 
larly fpecified according to the Statute in that Cale 
made, and provided. But this admitted only a ge- 
neral Intimation of Robbery in the Indiftment, 
therefore to approve their Clemency, it looking Aibi- 
trary o.i the Lives of Men, to lump them to the 
Gallows- in fuch a fummary Way as muft have 
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been done, had they folely adhered to the Swallow’s 
Charge, they refolved to come to particular Tryals, 
Secondly, Thu the Prifoners might not be ignorant 
whereon to anfvoer , and fo have all fair Advantages, 
to excule and defend themfelves ; the Court far- 
ther agreed with Juftice and Equanimity, to hear 
any Evidence that could be brought, to weaken or 
corroborate the three Circuraftances that compleat 
a Pyrate \ .firft, being a Voluntier amongft fhem at 
the. Beginning •, feeoiidly, being a Voluntier at the 
taking or robbing of any Ship \ or laftly, volunta- 
rily accepting a Share in the Booty of thofe that 
did ^ for by a Parity of Reafbn, where thefe Aflions 
were of their own difpofmg, and yet committed' by 
them, it mull be believed their Hearts and Hands 
joyned together, in what they afted agaiuft his Ma- 
jefty’s Ship the Swallow. 



fh& 
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The Tryals of the Pyrate s. 


Taken by his Maje fly's Ship the Swallow, begun 
at Cape Corfo-Caftle, on the Coajl of Africa, 
March the 28th , 1732. 

T HE Gommiffion impowered any three named 
therein, to call to their Affiftance, fuch a 
Number of qualified Perfbns as might make the 
Court always confift of feven : And accordingly 
Summons were figned to Lieut. Jo. Barnftey , Lieut. 
Ch. Fanjhaw, Capt. Samuel Hartfeafe , and Capt. Wil- 
liam Menzjes, vise.. 

* T> Y Virtue of a Power and Authority, to us 
c Jt3 given, by a Commiffion from the King, un- 
c der the Seal of Admiralty, You are hereby re- 
e quired to attend, and make one of the Court, for the 
* trying and adjudging of the Pyrates, lately taken 
f on this Coaft, by his Majefty’s Ship the Swallow. 

Given under our Hands this 28th of March, 
1722, at Cape Corfo-Caftle. 

Mungo Heardman , Francis Boy , 

"James Phips , Edward Hide. 

Henry Dodfon , 

The Commiffioners being met in the Hall of the 
Caftle, the Commiffion was firft read, after which, 
the Prefident, and then the other Members, took 
the Oath, prefcribed in the Aft of Parliament, and 
having directed the Form of that for WitnefTes, as 
follows, the Court was opened, 


I, A. B. 
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1 , A. B. folemnly promifc and [wear on the Holy Evan - 
gclifts, to bean true and faithful Witnefs between the 
King and Prifoner, or Prifoner s, in Relation to the Fail , or 
Fails, of Pyracy and Robbery, he or they do now ft and ac- 
cufedof. So help me God. 

The Court confifted of 

Captain Mungo Heardman, Preiident. 

James phips, Eff, General Mr. Edward Hyde, Score- 
of the Coafi, tary to the Company. 

Mr'. H. Dodfon, ? drier. Lieut. John Barnfley, 

Alr. Y. Boye, . S Lieut. Ch. Fanlhaw. 

The following Priionersj out of the Pyrate Ship 
Ranger, having been commanded before them, the 
Charge, or Indiftment, was exhibited. 


Prifoners taken in the Ranger. 

Mens Names. Ships from Time when. 

* fames Skyrm Greyhound Sloop 


Oil. 


Pyrate with Daivis 
Brigantine Capt. Feet 


' Y ' Rich. Hardy 

* Wm. Main 

* Henry Dennis ’ 

* Hal. Afhplant >Pyrat6s with Capt, Davis 

* Rob. Birdfon 3 

* Rich. Harris ppharalx of Brifiol, Capt. ^ 

D. Littlejohn S Richards ( 

* Thomas How at Newfoundland 

-j- Her. Hunklni Succcfs Sloop 

* Hugh Harris Willing Mind 

W.Machntoflj 

Thomas Wills Richard of Blddiford 

-f- John Wildcn Mary and Martha 

* Ja. Greenham Little fork, Phillips Mr. 

* John Jaynfon Love of Lancafter. 

‘\ Chri. Lang Thomas Brigantine 


1720 
1718 

June 1720 

1718 

1719 

1719 
► June t.720 


>July 1720 


Sept. 17 20 
■ * John 
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John Mitch el ? Norman Galley Oil. 1720 

1 . Withjtanaenot 5 * , 

Peter la Fever l.Jeremiah and Ann A?- 1 720 

Wm. Shurin i 

t James Barrow Z Martha Snow Capt Lady 
* Jofhua Lee o 

Rob. Hartley 0 ) iRobinfon of LeverpoleC apt. Aug.i^ix 
f James Crane j Kanning 


George Sm thfon 
Roger Pye 
' Rob. Fletcher 

* Ro. Hartley (2) 

'h Andrew Ranee A Dutch Ship 

* Cuthbert Gofs 


'Stanwich Galley Captains 

Tar It on )>Aug. 1721 


Mercy Galley of Brifiol Cott. 172 i 
at Callibar \ 


Gertruycht of Holland 
Flufhingham of ditto 

^Elizabeth Capt. Sharp 

King Solomon Capt. Tre- 
hern off Cape Appolhmia 


* Tho. Giles 

* Ifrael Hynde 
William Church 
Philip Haak 
William Smith 
Adam Comry 
William G raves 

* Peter de Vine 
John Johnfon 
John Stodgill __ 

Henry Dawfon ? ; Vhydah Sloop at Jaauin 
William Glafs J 

Jofiah Robinfon 
John Am aught 
John Davis | 

■\- Henry Graves hTarlton Capt .Tho. Tarlton , 
Tho. Howard 
'\\John Rimer 
. Thomas Clephen 
Wm. Guineys 
r j- James Cofins 


Yfan. 172; 


Porcupine Capt. Fletcher 


Tho. 


* 84 -' Capt. 

Tso. Stretton 

* William Petty 
■Mic. Lemmon 

* Wm. Wood 

* Ed. Watts 
" Y John Horn 
Pierre Pcwon 
John Duo an 
James Ardeon 
Ettrien G'.lliot 
Ren. Aiarraud 
John Git tin 
Jo. Richardeau 
John Lavogue 
John Duplaijfey 
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>Onflow Capt. Gee at Cefios Jan. 172I 


Peter Groffey 
Renee Frogier 
Lewis Arnaut 
Renee Thoby 
Aleth Roulac 
John Gumar 
John Paqutte 
Allan Pigan 
Pierce ShiUot 


From the 
Frenchihip 
S»in Whydah 
" Road Feb. 
1 72 1-2. 


You, James Skyrm, Michael Lemmon , Robert Hart- 
ley, &c. 

Y E, and every one of you, are in the Name, and by the 
Authority, of our dread Sovereign Lord, George, 
King of Great Britain, indiSled as follows y 

Forafmttch as in open Contempt of the Laws of your 
Country, ye have all of you been wickedly united, and arti- 
cled together, for the Annoyance and Diflurbance of his 
Majefly's trading Subjells by Sea. Arid have in Confor- 
mity to the most evil and mijehievous Intentions , been 
twice down the CoaSl of Africa, with two Ships ■, once in 
the Beginning of Auguft, and a fccond Time, in January 
Lift, finking, burning, or robbing fitch Ships, and Heffcls, 
as then happened in your Way. 

Particularly, ye ftand charged at the Infiance, and In- 
formation of Captain Chaloner Ogle, as Traytors and 
Py rates, for the unlawful Oppofition ye made to his Ma- 
jefiy , s Ship, the Swallow, under his Command. 

For that on the <5 th of February l ail past, upon Sight 
of the aforefaid King's Ship, ye did immediately weigh 
Anchor from under Cape Lopez, on the Southern Co ail of 
Atrica, in a French built Ship of 32 Guns, called the 

Ranger, 
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Ranger, and did purfue and chafe the aforefaid King's 
Ship, with fuch Difpatch and Precipitancy, as declared ye 
common Robbers and Pyrates. 

That about Ten of the Clock the fame Morning, drawing 
within Gun-fbot of his Majefif s aforefaid Ship the Swal- 
low, ye hoifled a pyratical black Flag , and fired fever A 
chace Guns , to deter , as much as ye were ablefiu Majefif t 
Servants from their Duty. 

That an Hour after this , being very nigh to the afore- 
faid King's Ship, ye did audacioufiy continue in a hofiile 
Defence and Ajfault, for about two Hours more, in open 
notation of the Laws, and in Defiance to the King's Co- 
lours and Commiffion. 

And lafily, that in the ailing, and comparing of all this , 
ye were all, and every one of you, in a wicked Combination, 
voluntarily to exert, and allually did, in your feveral Sta- 
tions, ufeyour utmost Endeavours to difirefs the faid King's 
Ship, and murder his Majefty s good Subjells. 

To which they feverally pleaded. Not Guilty. 

Then the Court called for the Officers of the 
Swallow, Mr. Ifaac Sun, Lieutenant, Ralph Baldrick, 
Boatfwain, Daniel Maclauglin , Mate, defirmg them 
to view the Prifoners, whether they knew them ? 
And to give an Account in what Manner they had 
attack’d and fought the King’s Ship-, and they 
agreed as follows. 

That they had viewed all the Prifoners, as they 
flood now before the Court, and were affured they 
were the lame taken out of one, or other, of the 
Pyrate Ships, Royal Fortune, or Ranger •, but verily 
believe them to be taken out of the Ranger. 

That they did in the King’s Ship, at break of 
Day, on Monday, the 5th of February, 1721-2, dis- 
cover three Ships at Anchor, under Cape Lopez., 
on the Southern Coaft of Africa the Cape bearing 
then W. S. W. about three Leagues, and perceiving 

one 


2 35 Capt. Bartho. Roberts. 

one of them to have a Pendant flying, and having 
heard their Morning-Gun before, they immediately 
fufpeOred them to be Roberts the Pyrate, his Con- 
lort, and a French Ship, they knew had been lately 
carried out of Whydah Road. 

The King’s Ship was obliged to hawl off N. 
W. and W. N. W. to avoid a Sand, called, the 
French Man s Bank, the Wind then at S. S. E. and 
found in half an Hour’s time, one of the three had 
got under Sail from the Careen, and was bending 
her Sails, in a Chace towards them. To encourage 
this Ralhnefs and Precipitancy, they kept away be-, 
fore the Wind, (as though afraid,) but with their 
Tacks on Board, their Main-Yard braced, and ma- 
king, at the fame Time, very bad Steerage. 

About half an Hour after Ten, in the Morning, 
the Pyrate Ship came within Gun-fhot, and fired 
four Chace Guns, hoifted a black Flag at'the Mizei> 
Peek, and got their Sprit-fail Yard under their Bow- 
fprit, for boarding. In half an Hour more, ap- 
proaching ftill nigher, they Starboarded their Helm, 
and gave her a Broadflde, the Pyrate bringing to, 
and returning the fame. 

After this, the Deponents fay, their Fire grew 
flack for lorne Time, becaufe the Pyrate was Ihot fo 
far a Head on the Weather-Bow, that few of their 
Guns could Point to her ; yet in this Interval their 
black Flag was either Shot away, or hawled down 
a little Space, and hoifted again. 

At length, by their ill Steerage, and Favour of 
the Wind, they came near, a fecond Time ; and 
about Two in the Afternoon Ihot away their Maip- 
tppmaft. 

The Colours they fought under, beftdes a black 
Flag, were a red Englijh Enfign, a King’s Jack, and 
a Dutch Pendant, which they ftruck at, or about. 
Three in the Afternoon, and called for Quarters ; 
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it proving to be a French built Ship of 32 Guns, cal- 
led the Ranger. „ r 

a Jjaac Sun, 

Ralph Baldrlck, 
Daniel Maclauglin. 

When the Evidence had been heard, the Prifo- 
ners were called upon to anfwer, how they came 
on Board this Pyrate Ship-, and their Reafon for 
fb audacious a Refiftance, as had been made againft 

the King’s Ship. , 

To this, each, in his Reply, owned himfelf to 
be one of thofe taken out of the Ranger ; that h<* 
had figned their pyratical Articles, and fliared m 
their Plunder, fome few only accepted, who had 
been there too fhort a Time. But that neither m 
this figning, or fluffing, nor m the Reftftance 
had been made againft his Majefty^s Ship had they 
been Voluntiers, but had afted in thefe feveral 
Parts, from a Terror of Death -, which a Law 
amongft them, was to be the Portion of thofe who 
refufed. The Court then ask’d, who made thofe 
Laws ? How thofe Guns came to be fired ? Or why 
they had not deferted their Stations, and mutinied, 
when fo fair a Profpeft of Redemption offered ? 
They replied ftill, with the fame Anfwers, and 
could extenuate their Crimes, with no other Plea, 
than being forced Men- Wherefore the Court 
were of Opinion, that the Indiftment, as it char- 
ged them with an unlawful Attack and Reftftance 
of the King’s Ship, was fufficiently proved but 
then it being undeniably evident, that many of 
thefe Prifoners had been forced, and fome of them 
of very fhort ftapding, they did, on mature Deli- 
beration, come to this merciful Refolution $ 

That they would hear further Evidence tor, or 
againft, each Perfon ftngly, in Relation to thole 
Parts of the Judiftment, which declared them Vo- 

luntiers 
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luntiers, or. charged them with aiding and affifttng, 
at the burning} finking, or robbing of other Ships } 
xor if they aSed, or affifted, in any Robberies or 
Devaluations, it would be a ConvifHon they were 
Voluntiats ; here fuch Evidence, though it might 
want the Form, ftill carried the Reaibn of the 
Law with it* 

The Charge was exhibited alfo againft the following 
Py rates taken out of the Royal Fortune < 


~ { Mich. Mark 

* Chrif. Moody 

* Mar. Johnfon 

* James Philips 


in the Rover 5 Years ago 
under Davis 
a Dutch Ship 

, the Revenge Pyrate Sloop 
David Symfon _ . 

* Tho. Sutton S p y rates Dws 
" Y Hag. Jacohfon a Dutch Ship 


nag. jacobjon 

* W. Williams 1 
Y Wm. Fernon 
K W. Wiliams 2 1 

* Roger Scot 
' f Tho. Owen 

* Wm. Taylor 

* J°f c ph Noflter 

* John Parker 

* Robert Crow 

* George Smith 

* Ja. Clements 

* John Walden 

* Jo. Mansfield 
'I' James Harris 

* John Philips 


CSadbury Captain Thomas < 
v Newfoundland 

^ York of Brifiol ( 

Expedition of Topjham ' 

Willing Aiind of Pool 
Happy Return Sloop / 

Mary and Martha 
Succefs Sloop V 

Bleffing of Lymington 
from Martinico 
Richard Pink 
a filhing Boat 


1718* 

18. 

i*7s 


17 *9 


'June 17 2b. 


yMay\~jlc. 


>July 1 720.' 


Harry Glasby ^ Samud Capt . Catyt 


Hugh Menzjes 

* Wm. Magnus 

* JoJcph Moor 


May Flower Sloop 


July Xy to. 


Feb ■ r72Q- 


Capt. 

T John du Frock ' ' 
Wm. Champnies f 
George Danfon f 
'I' IJaac Rujfel 
Robert Lilbourn 
Y Robert Johnfon/ 
Wm. Darling r 
' 1 ' Wm. Mead ' 
Thomas Diggles 

* Ben. Jeffreys 
John Francia 

" ¥ D. Harding 

* John Coleman 

* Charles Bunch 

* R. Armflrong 

’ Abra. Harper~\ 
”*■ Peter Lefiey 
^ John Jeffup 1 
Thomas Watkins 
'* Philip Bill 
^ Stephenfon 

* James Cromby 
Tyomas Carr at 
“}' George Ogle 
Roger G or fuch ^ 
IJokw Watfon f 
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Loyd Gaily Capt. 
fion 


Jeremiah and Ann, Capt. , 
' Turner 

Chrifiopher SnOW 
Norman Galley 
a Sloop at St. Nicholas I 
a Dutch Ship 
Adventure Sloop 
a Dutch Galley 
ditto run from the Shallow _ 




^Ap. iyixh 


Onflow Capt. Gee at Seflos , May \-jiii 


Martha Snow 


Au. 1721. 


John Watjon j- 
William Child 7 Mercy Gaily at Callabor OB.xqii. 

John Griffin V 7 

~ { ' Pet. Scudamore j 
Chrifl. Granger "i ' 

Nicho. Brattle I j 

James White 1 1 , . j 

Tho. Davis [Cornwall Galley at Cal- pditto. 

Tho. Sever f" labap Jt 

* Rob. Bevins | 

Y T. O ugh ter l an ey I 

L' David Rice J 

f * Reft 
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Joceline Capt. Loans 
^ Diligence Boat 

>King Solomon 
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* Rob. Haws 
Hugh Riddle 
Stephen Thomas 
*John Lane 

* Sam. Fletcher 

* Wm. Philips 
Jacob Johnfon 

* John King 

Benjamin Par Robinfon Capt. Kanning 

TZZdl \ Eli - aheth Capt- shar P 

EdZdKdZ\ Tar £ on f ^ at ' 

* Robert Hays J la Hou 

Thomas Roberts 
John Richards 
John Cane 
Richard Wood 
Richard Scot 
Wm. Davifon 
Sam. Morwell 
Edward Evans 

* 3o/j» Ifej/a/) 2 


Off. 1721. 
1721. 

ditto. 

ditto, 

‘ditto. 


>Charlton Capt. Allwright Feb. 1721. 


r Porcupine Capt. Fletcher 
Whydah Road 


I 


Feb. 1721. 


iurrender’d up at Princes 


You, Harry Clasby , William Davifon , William Champ • 
nies, Samuel Morwell , &c. 

Y E, and every one of you, are, in the Name , and by 
the Authority of our mop dread Sovereign Lord 
George, King of Great Britain, inditted as follows. 

Forafmuch as in open Contempt and Violation of the 
Laws of your Country, to which ye ought to have been fub - 
jeSl,j ye have all of you been wickedly united and articled 
together, for the Annoyance and Depruclion of his Ma- 
jefiys trading Subjetls by Sea', and in Conformity to fo wick- 
ed an Agreement and Affociation, ye have been twice lately 
down this Coafi of Africa, once in Auguft, and a fccond 
Time in January lafl, Spoiling and deftroying many Goods 

and 
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and Veffels of his Majepfs Subjetts, and other trading 

Nations. .... , 

Particularly ye pand indiBed at the Information and 
Infiance of Captain Chaloner Ogle, as Traytors, Rob 1 
hers, Pyrates, and common Enemies to Mankind » 

For that on the 10th of February lafi, in a Ship ye 
were poffefs’d of called the Royal Fortune, of 40 Guns, 
ye did maintain a hofiile Defence and Refifiance for fome 
Hours, againp his Mfiefifs Ship the Swallow, ngh Capa 
Lopez Bay, on the Southern Coafi of Africa, 

That this Fight and infolent Reppance againP the 
King’s Ship, was made, not only without any Pretence of 
Authority, more than that of your own private depraved 
Wills, but was done alfo under a black Flag, flagrantly 
by that, denoting your felves common Robbers and Traitors , 
Oppofers and Violators of the Laws. 

And laply, that in this Refipance, ye were all of yo% 
Voluntiers, and did, as fuch, contribute your utmop Efr 
farts, for di fabling and diftreffing the aforefaid King’s 
Ship, and deterring his Majepy s Servants therein , front 
their Duty , 

To which they feverally pleaded. Not Guilty , 

Whereupon the Officers of his Majefty’s Ship,' 
the Swallow, were called again, and teftifigd 
follows. 

That they had feen all the Pri Toners now before 
the Court, and knew them to be the Lime which 
were taken out of one or other of the Pyrate Ships, 
Royal Fortune or Ranger, and verily believe then} to 
be thole taken out of the Royal Fortune, 

That the Prifoners were poifeis’d of a Ship of 
4© Guns, called the Royal Fortune, and were at an 
Anchor under Cape Lopez., on the Coaft of Africa , 
with two others: When his Majefty’s Ship the? 
Swallow, (to which the Deponents belong’d, and were 
Officers,) flood in for the Place, on Saturday the 
loth of February 1721-2 : The large!! had 3 Jack. 

T | Erffigi) 
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Enfign and Pendant flying, (being this Royal FoY- 
tune ,) who on Sight of them, had their Boats paf- 
fing and repafling, from the other two, which they 
fuppofed to be with Men : The Wind not favouring 
the aforefaid King’s Ship, fhe was obliged to make 
two Trips to gain nigh enough the Wind, to fetch 
in with the Pyrates •, and being at length little 
more than random Shot from them, they found fhe 
flipped her Cable, and got under -Sail. 

At Eleven, the Pyrate was within Piftol-Shot, a 
Breaft of them, with a black Flag, and Pendant 
hoifted at their Main-topmaft Head. The Depo- 
nents fay, they then ftruck the French Enfign that 
had continued hoifted at their Staff all the Morn- 
ing till then ; and difplay’d the King’s Colours, 
giving her, at the fame Time, their Broadfide, 
which was immediately returned. 

The Py rate’s Mizen-topmaft fell, and fome of 
her Rigging was torn, yet ihe ftill out failed the 
Man of War, and Aid half Gun-Shot from them, 
while they continued to Ere without Intermiffion, 
and the other to return fuch Guns as could be 
brought to bear, till by favour of the Winds, they 
were advanced very nigh again ; and after ex- 
changing a few more Shoe, about half an Hour paft 
one, his Main-Maft came down, having received a 
Shot a little below the Parrel. 

At Two Ihe ftruck her Colours, and called for 
Quarters, proving to be a Ship, formerly call’d the 
Onflow, but by them, the Royal Fortune •, and the 
Prifoners from her, allured them, that the fmalleft 
Ship of the two, then remaining in the Road, 
belong’d to them, by the Name of the Little Ran- 
ger , which they had defer ted on this Occafion. 

Jjaac Sun, 

Ralph Baldrick , 
Daniel Maclrtughlin. 

> ' The 
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The Prifoners were asked by the Court, to the 
fame Purpofe the others had been in the Morn- 
ing • what Exception they had to make againft 
what had been fworn ? And what they had to fay 
in their Defence? And their Reply were much 
the lame with the other Prifoners •, that they 
were forc’d Men, had not fired a Gun in . t is e- 
fiftance againft the Swallow, and that what little 
Affiftance they did give on this Occafion, was to 
the Sails and Rigging, to comply with the arbi- 
trary Commands of Roberts, who had threaten d, 
and they were perfwaded would, have Shot them 

on Refufal. „ , . n . - c .. 

The Court, to difpenfe equal Juftice, mercifully 
refolved for thefe, as they had done for the other 
Pyrate Crew i that further Evidence Ihould be 
heard againft each Man fingly, to the two Points of 
being a^oiuntier at firft, and to their particular 
A&s of Pyracy and Robbery fince : That fo Men, 
Who had been lately received amongft them, and 
as yet, had not been at the taking, or plundering, 
of any Ship, might have the Opportunity, and Be- 
nefit, of clearing their Innocence, and not fall pio- 
mifcuoufly with the Guilty. 

By Order of the Court, 

John Atkins, Regifier. 

Wm. Marties, Tho. Oughterlauney, Wm. Main, Wm. 
Mackintosh, Hal. AJhplant, John Walden, Ifrael Hind, 
Marcus John fan, Wm. Petty, Wm. Fernon, Abraham Har- 
per, Wm. Wood, Tho. How, John Stephenfon, Ch. Bunco, 

311 AgQnffSfe it was depofed by Captain Jofeph 
Trahern, and George Form, his Mate, that they were 
all of them, either at the attacking and taking of 
the Ship King Solomon, or afterwards at the robbing 
and plundering of her, and in this Manner ; 
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That on the ffth of January laft their Ship riding 
dt Anchor near Cape Afpollonia hr Africa , dilcovered 
a Boat rowing towards them, againft Wind and 
Stream, from a Ship that lay about three Miles 
to Leeward. They judged from the Number of 
Men in her, as the nearer advanced, to be a Pyrate', 
and made forne Preparation for receiving her, be- 
lieving, ori a nigher View, they would think fit to 
Withdraw from an Attack that muft be on their Side 
ivith great Difadvantage in an open Boat, and a- 
gainft double the Number of Men ; yet by the 
Raihneft, and the Pufillanimity of his own People 
(who laid down their Arms, and immediately cal- 
led fbr Quarter) the Ship was taken, and after- 
wards robbed by them. 

, Frefident. Can you charge your Memory with any 
Particulars in the Seizure and Robbery ? 

Evidence. We know that MaXfnes , Quarter-Mailer 
hr the Pyrate Ship, commanded the Men in this 
Boat that took us, and affumed the Authority of or- 
dering her Proyifions and Stores out, which being 
of different Kinds, we ioOn found, were feized and 
lent away under more particular Directions for 
Main, as Boatfwain of the Pyrate Ship, carried 
away two Cables, and feveral Coils of Rope, as what 
belonged to his Province, beating forne of our own 
Aden for not being brisk enough at working in the 
Robbery. Betty, as Sail-maker, Jaw to the Sails and 
Canvas ; Harper, as Cooper to the CaskandTools^Gn/- 
fin, to the carpenter’s Stores, and Ought crl auney , as Pi- 
lot, having fhifted himfelf with a Suit of my 
Clothes, anewtyeWig, and called for a Bottle of 
Wine, Ordered the Ship, very arrogantly, to be 
fleered under Commadore Robert's Stern, (I fuppolb 
id know what Orders there were concerning her.) 
So far particularly. In the general, Sir, they were 
Very outragious and emulous in Mifchief 
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Frefident. Mr. Cafiel, acquaint the Court of what 
you know in Relation to this Robbery of the i King 
i Solomon •, after what Manner the Pyrate-Boat was 

difpatch’d for this Attempt. 

Tbo. Cafiel. 1 was a Prifoner, Sir, with the Pyrate 
when their Boat was ordered upon that Service, 
and found, upon a Refolution of going. Word w as 
paffed through the Company, Who would go - And 
I faw all that did, did it voluntarily ; ™ Compul- 
flon, but rather preffing who ftpuld be foremoft. 

The Prifoners yielded to what had been w 
about the Attack and Robbery but denied the lat- 
ter Evidence, faying, Roberts hettor d and upb a 
ded them of Cowardice on this very Occafion , and 
told forne, they were very ready to ftep on Boa 
of a Prize when within Command of the Ship, but 
now there feem’d to be a Tryal ot their Valour, 

backward and fearful. , i - 

Frefident , So that Roberts fore d ye upon this 

^Prifoners. Roberts commanded us into the Boat, and 
the Quarter-Mafter to rob the Ship neither ot 
whole Commands we dared to have ; refuted. 

Frefident. And granting it fo, thofe are ff ill your 
own Afts, fince done by Orders from Olhceis of 
your own Eleftion. Why would Men, honeftly 
difpofed, give their Votes for fuch a Captain and 
fuch a Quarter-Mafter as were every Day comman- 
ds a them on diftaftful Services ? , 

Here fucceeded a Silence among the Prifoners, but 
at length Vernon very honeftly own’d that he did 
not give his Vote to Magnet, but to David Sympfon 
(the old Quarter-Mafter,) for in Truth lays he, / 
tool Mag nes for too honefi a Man, and unfit for the Bit,- 

^ The Evidence was plain and home, and the 
Court, without any Hefitation, brought them m 
Guilty. 
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W ILLI AM Church, Phil. Hunk, James White, Nich. 

Brattle Hugh Riddle, William Thomas, The. Ro- 
ferts, Jo. Richards, Jo. Cane, R. Wood, R. Scot, Wm ■ 

f*r°n \ Sam ; ^Orwell, Edward Evans, Wm. Gaineys, 
3 ncl i a French 7 Men. ' * 

m Ti hC V f0Ur ° F , tIieFe Prisoners, it was evident 
to the Court, ferved as Mufick on Board the Py- 

W f; re f °V Ce , d kt j !y fr0m the feveral Merchant 
r Tth Wr b fi d 0 n S ed to i and that they had, du- 
,' lg 5 hls -Confinement, an uneafy Life of it, ha- 

bmkf Gmet i inie r S thCir Flddles > and often their Heads 
f .-L 3 011 > r . har exculing themfelves, or laying 

HeTd Z7 * - h6n any FdlOW it iii his 
Head to demand a Tune, 

T , r T 1 j e ., 0 tl l? r E ”& 1 $ had been a very few Days on 
Boat d the Pyrate, only from Whydah to Cape Lopez., 
r nd no Capture or Robbery done by them in that 
Time. And the French Men were brought with a 
Befign to reconduft their own Ship for- the Little 
linger m Exchange) to Whydah Road again, and 
were ufed.hke Prifoners-, neither quarter’d nor 
Inhered to carry Arms. So that the Court imme- 
diately acquiefced in, Acquitting them. 

D - aV ' ld S y m tf on > Chrijlopher Moody, 
Wm W if' Bl ’ R - Hard y> Hen - Dennis, David Rice, 

1/7 l V n hm A% R ‘ Harris > Geo. Smith, Ed. Watts, Jo. 
Mitchell and James Barrow. 

The Evidence againft thefe Prifoners, were Gem 

"a • ae ^'u ^ iaiCei " the FluJhinjrhtim, taken nigh 
Axim, the Beginning of January laft. 

Ben]. Kreft Mailer, and James Greet Mate Of the 
B e T fU ycht taken nigh Gabone in December laft and 
bir. Ca/tel Wingfield and others, that had been Pri- 
foners with the Pyrates. 

l he former depofed, that all thefe Prifoners 
^excepting Hardy) were on Board at the Robbery 
P+pftder of their Ships, behaving in a vileoijt-? 

fagious 
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ragious Manner, putting them in bodily Fears, 
fometimes for the Ship, and fometimes for them- 
felves and in particular, Kreft charged it on Sutton , 
that he had ordered all their Gunner’s Stores out-, 
on which that Prifoner prefently interrupted, and 
laid, he was perjured, That he had not taken half. A 
Reply, I believe, not deftgned as any fawey Way 
of jelling, but to give their Behaviour an Appea- 
rance of more Humanity than the Dutch would 
allow. 

From Mr. Caflel, Wingfield and others, they were 
proved to be diftinguiihed Men, Men who were 
confulted as Chiefs in all Enterprizes belonged 
moft of them to the Houfe of Lords, (as they call’d 
it,) and could carry an Authority over others. 
The former laid, particularly of Hardy, (Quarter- 
Mafter of the Ranger,) that when the Diligence 
Sloop was taken, (whereto he belonged,) none was 
bufier in the Plunder, and was the very Man 
who fcuttled and funk that Veflel. 

From feme of the Prifoners acquitted, it was 
farther demanded, whether the Acceptance or Re- 
fund of any Office was not in their own Option ? 
And it was declared, that every Officer was chofe 
by a Majority of Votes, and might refufe, it he 
pleafed, fince others gladly embraced what brought 
with it an additional Share of Prize. Guilty 

The Court on the 31 ft of March, remanded 
the following fix before them, for Sentence, viz. 
Dav. Sympfon, Wm. Magnes, R. Hardy, Thomas Sutton , 
Chrijlopher Moody , and V den. Ajhplant. 

To whom the Prefident fpoke to the following 
Purpofe •, The Crime of Pyracy, of which all of ye have 
been juflly convicted, is of all other Robberies the mojl ag- 
gravating and inhumane, in that being removed from the 
Fears of Surprize, in remote and diflant Parts , ye do 
in Wantonnefs of Power often add Cruelty to Theft. 

Pyrates 
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Pyrdtej Unmoved at Difrefi or Poverty , not only [foil 
And rob, but do it from Men needy, and who are purcha- 
fing their Livlihoods thro > Hazards and Difficulties, 
■Which Ought rather to move Companion ■, and what is fill 
Worfe, do often, by Pcrfmafon or Force, engage the incon - 
f derate Part bf them, to their own and Families Ruin , 
removing them from their Wives and Children, and by 
that, from the Means that (hdiitd ffipport them frorti 
Mi fry and Want. 

To a trading Nation, nothing can be fo Defruttiiie as 
Pyrdcy, o f call for fnbrC exemplary Puniffiment •, befdes, 
the national Reflettiort it infers : It cuts off the Returns 
cf Induftry, and thofe plentiful Importations that alone 
Can make an If and fourifnng m , and it is your Aggra- 
vation, that ye have been the Chiefs and. Rulers in theft 
licentious and lawlefs Brattices. 

However, contrary to the Meafares ye have dealt, ye 
have been heard with Patience , and tho’ little has, or 
foffibly Could, have been ] aid in Excufe or Extenuation of 
four Crimes , yet Chanty makes us hope that a true and 
fnc ere Repentance (which we heartily recommend) may en- 
title ye to Mercy and Forgiver.efs, after the Sentence of 
the Law has taken Place, Which now remains upon mi 
to pronounce. 

Y OU Dav. Simpfon, William Magnes, R, Hardy^ 
Tho. Sutton, Chriftopher Moody, did Vai. 
Alhplant. 

Ye, a’nd each of you, are adjudged and Jentenced, to be 
carried back to the Place from whence yc came, from thence 
to the Place of Execution , Without the Gates of this Caflle, 
and there within the Flood-Marks , to be bangedby the 
Neck till ye arc dead. 

After this , ye, and each of you fall be taker} down , and 
f/our Bodies hanged in Chains. 

War- 


1 
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Warrant for Execution. 

P VR.SVANT to the Sentence given on Saturday, 
by the Court of Admiralty, at Cape-Corfo-Caftle, 
Main II Dav. Simpfon, Wm. Magnes, R. Hardy 
Tho. Sutton, Chriftopher Moody, and Valentine 

M HuTe hereby diretted to carry the aforefalU Mje fa- 
ctors to the Place of Execution, without the Gates of this 
Caflle, to Morrow Morning at Nine of the Clock , and 
there within the Flood- Mark', caufe them to > be hanged 
by the Neck till they are dead, for which this fall be 
your Warrant. Given under my Hand , this id Day of 

A r« Joftph Gordyn, Mungo Keardman- 

Provof-Marfbal. 

The Bodies remove in Chains, P> the Gibbets already 
fretted on the adjacent Hillocks ^ ^ 

William Phillips . . . 

I T appeared by the Evidence of Captain Jo. Tra- 
hern, and George Fenn, Mate ol the King Solomon, 
that this Prifoner was Boatlwam ot the lame Ship, 
when Are was attacked and taken off Cape Appolloma , 
the 6th of January laft, by the Py rate’s Boat. 

When the Boat drew nigh, (they lay,) it was 
judged from the Number of Men in her, that they 
were Pvrates, and being hailed, anfwered, Defiance • 
at which the Commander Matched a Mutquel fiom 
one of his Men, and fired, asking them at the lame 
Time, whether they would ftand by him, to de- 
fend the Ship? But' the Pyrates returning a Vol- 
ley, and crying out, they would give no Quarters 
if any Refiftance was made-, this Prifoner took 
upon him to call out for Quarters, without the 
Mailer’s Confent, and millead the reft to the lay ing 
down their Arms, and giving up the Ship, to half 

the Number of Men, and in an open Boat, u was 
■ > - turtner 
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further evident he became, after this, a Volurr- 
tier amongft them. Firft, becaufe he was prefently 
very forward and brisk, in robbing the Ship Kin? 
Solomon, of her Provifions and Stores. Secondly, 
becaufe he endeavoured to have his Captain ill 
u fed ■, and laflly, becaufe he had con felled to Fcnn, 
that he had been obliged to fign their Articles 
that Night, (a Piftol being laid on the Table, to 
figmfy he mull do it, or be idiot,,) when the whole 
appeared to be an XJ ntruth from other Evidence, 
who alfo alferted his being armed in the Action 
agamft the Swallow. 

In anfwer to this, he firft obferved upon the 
Urmappinefs of being friendlefs in this Part of 
ihe W orld, which, elfewhere, by witneffing to the 
flonefty of his former Life, would, he believed, 
rn a great Meafure, have invalidated the wrong Evi- 
dence had been given of his being a Voluntier with 
the Py rates. He owns indeed, he made no Appli- 
cation to his Captain, to intercede for a Difcharge, 
but excufes it with faying, he had a diflike to him, 
and therefore was Pure that fuch Application would 
have avail’d him nothing. 

The Court obferved the Pretences of this, and 
other of the Pyrates, of a Piftol and their Articles 
being ierved up in a Dilh together, or of their 
being mifufed and forced from an honeft Service, 
was often a Complotment of the Parties, to ren- 
der them left fufpefted of thofe they came from, 
and was to anfwer the End of being put in a News- 
Paper or Affidavit : and the Pyrates were lb ge- 
nerous as not to refufe a Compliment to a Brother 
that coft them nothing, and, at the fame Time, 
leaned them the beft Hands •, the beft I call them, 
becaufe fuch a Dependance made them aft more 
boldly. Guilty . 


Harry 
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Harry Glasby , Matter. _ 

T Here appearing feveral Perfons in Court, who 
had been taken by Robertf s Ship, whereof 
the Prifoner was Matter, their Evidence was accept- 
ed as follows. 

Jo. Trah era, Commander of the King Solomon , de- 
poled, the Prifoner, indeed, to aft as Matter of the 
Pyrate Ship (while he was under Reftraint there,) 
but was obferved like no Matter, every one obey- 
ing at Diferetion, of which he had taken Notice, 
and complained to him, how hard a Condition it 
Was, to be a Chief among Brutes and that he was 
weary of his Life, and fuch other Expreffions, (now 
out of his Memory J as fhew’d. in him a great 
Difinclination to that Courfe of Living. 

Jo. Winofield, a Prifoner with them at Calabar , 
lays the feme, as to the Quality he afted in, but 
that he was Civil beyond any of them, and verily 
believes, that when the Brigantine he ferved on 
Board of, as a Faftor for the African Company, was 
voted to be burnt, this Man was the Inftrument of 
preventing it, expreffing himfelf with a great deal of 
Sorrow, for this and the like malicious Rogueries 
of the Company he was in •, that to him Ihewed, 
be had afted with Reluftancy, as one who could 
, not avoid what he did. He adds further, that when 
on e Hamilton, a Surgeon, was taken by them, and 
the Articles about to be impofed on him, he op- 
pofed, and prevented it. And that Hunter , another 
Surgeon, among them, was cleared at the Prifoner’s 
Inftance and Perfwatton •, from which laft, this De- 
ponent had it affined to him, that Glasby had once 
been under Sentence of Death, on Board of them, 
with two more, for endeavouring an Efcape in the 
Weft-Indies, and that the other two were really foot 
for it. 


Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth Tr engrave, who was taken a Paffenger in 
the Afncan Company’s Ship Onflow > ftrengthen’d the 
Evidence of the laft Witnefs ■, for having heard a 
good Cha rafter of this G lathy, fhe enquired of the 
Q.uarter-Mafter, who was then on Board a robbing, 
whether or no fhe could fee him ? And he told her 
No-, they never ventured him from the Shin, for he’ 
had once endeavoured his Efcape, and they had ever 
hnce continued jealous of him. 

Edward Crifi, Captain Tr engrave, and Captain Sharp. 
who had all been taken in their Turns, acknow- 
Jeclge for themfelves and others, who had unluckily 
fallen into thole Py rates Hands, that the good 
Ulage they had met with, was chiefly thro’" the 
Pnfoner s Means, who often interpofed, for leaving 
fufhcient Stores and Inflruments on Board the Ships 
they had robbed, alledging, they were fuperfluous 
and unneceffary there. 

James White, whofe Bufmefs was Muflck, and was 
°n the Poop of the Pyrate Ship in Time of Aftion 
with the Swallow, depofed, that during the Engage- 
ment, and Defence fhe made, he never faw the Pri- 
loner bufied about the Guns, or giving Orders, 
either to the loading or firing of them •, but that he 
whody attended to the fetting, or trimming, of 
the Sails, as Roberts commanded ■ and that in the 
Conclufion, he verily believed him to be the Man 
who prevented the Ship’s being blown up by 
fetting trufty Centinels below, and oppofing him- 
e a §amft fuch hot-headed Fellows as had procu- 
red lighted Matches, and were going down for that 
Purpole. 

IfaacSun , Lieutenant of the Man of War, depofed 
that when he came to take PolTeffion of the Prize’ 
V?„ t ' ‘‘*2 King s Boat, he found the Pyrates in a very 
ai (trailed and divided Condition ■, fome being for 
blowing up, and others (who perhaps fuppofed 
thetpfelves leaft cplpablej oppofing it.,; That in 
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this Confi’.fion he enquired for Pnfoner, of 
whom he had before heard a good Charaftei ; and 
thinks he rendered all the Service in his Power 
for preventing it-, in particular, he undei flood by 
all Hands, that he had feized, and taken, from one 
James Philip, a lighted Match, at the Inftant he 
was going down to the Magazine, fweanng, that 

he lhould fend them all to H 1 together He- 

had heard alfo, that after Roberts was killed, the 
Prifoner ordered the Colours tp be jftruck and had 
fmce Ihown, how oppofite hisPraftice and Principles 
had been, by difcovering who were the gieateft 

Rogues among them. , 

The Prifoner, in his own Defence, fays, when 
he had the Misfortune of falling into the Pyrates 
Hands, he was chief Mate of the Samuel, of Lon- 
don. Captain Carry and when he had hid himfelt, 
to prevent the Deflgn of carrying him away they 
found him, and beat and threw him over-board. 
Seven Days afterwards, upon his objecting againft, 
and refuflng to flgn their Articles, he was cut and 
abus’d again : That tho’ after this he ingratiated Jum- 
Mt by a more humble Carriage, it was only to make 
Life eafy ; the Shares they had given him, having 
been from Time to Time returned again to luch Pri- 
foners as fell in his Way ; till of late i indeed, ae had 
made a fmall Refervation, and had defined Captain 
Loan to take two or three Moidores from him, to car- 
ry to his Wife. He was once taken, he fays, at ma- 
king his Efcape, in the Weft -Indies, and, with two 
mom, fentenced to he fliot for it, by a drunken 
Tury ; the latter actually fuffered, and he w:u pre» 
ferved only by one of the chief Pyrates taking a 
hidden Liking to him, and bullying the others. A 
fecond time he ran away at Hifiamola, carrying 
a Pocket Compafs, for conducting him through 
the Woods : but that being a moft delojate and 
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rant how to direT his Courfe, was obliged, after 
two 01 three Days wandering, to return towards the 
Ship again, denying with egregious Oaths, the De- 
sign he was charg’d with, for Fear they Ihould ihoot 
him. From this Time he hopes it will be fome Ex- 
tenuation of his Fault, that moft of the acquitted 
Prifoners can witnefs, they entertained Jealoufies 
or him, and Roberts would not admit him into his 
Secrets- and witha 1 , that Captain Cary , (and four 
other Paffengers with him) had made Affidavit of 
his having been forced from his Employ, which 
tho he could not produce, yet he humbly hoped 
the Court would think highly probable from the 
Gircumftances offered. 

1 whole, the Court was of Opinion Ar* 
tiits had the beft Pretenfion to the Plea of Force, 
ii om the Neceffity Py rates are fometimes under 
ot engaging fuch, and that many Parts of his own 
Defence had been confirmed by the Evidence, who 
had alferted he aited with Reluffance, and had 
expreffed a Concern and Trouble for the little 
Dopes remained to him, of extricating himfelf. 
i hat he had ufed all Prifoners (as they were called) 
well, at the hazard of ill Ufage to himfelf. That 
he had not in any military Capacity affifted their 
Robberies.^ That he had twice endeavoured his 
cape, with the utmofl: Danger. Acquitted him. 

I Captain James Skyrrri < 

1 appeared from the Evidence of feveral Pri- 
foners acquitted, that this Skyrm commanded 
the Ranger,' in that Defence fhe made agaiaft the 
Emg s Ship ; that he ordered the Men to their 
Quarters,^ and the .Guns to be loaded and fired* 
aving a Sword in his Hand, to enforce thole Com- 
mands and beat fuch to their Duty whom he 
e pied any way negligent or backward. That 
:i t . i 16 had loft a Leg in the Aftion, his Temper 
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Was fo warm, as to refufe going off the Deck, till he 
found all was loft. 

In his Defence, he fays, he was forced from a 
Mate’s Employ on Board a Sloop call’d the Greyhound , 
Of St. chrifiofhers, 0 £b. 1720. The Py rate having drub- 
bed him, and broke his Head, only for offering 
to go away when that Sloop was difmiffed. Cuftom 
and Succeifs had frnce indeed blunted, and, in fome 
Meafure, worn out the Senfe of Shame ■, but that 
he had really for feveral Months paft been fick, and 
difqualified for any Duty, and though Roberts had 
forced him on this Expedition much againft his 
Wil] } yet the Evidence muft be fenfible, the Title 
of Captain gave him no Pre-eminence, for he could 
not be obeyed, though he had often called to them, 
to leave off their Fire, when he perceived it to be 
the King’s Ship. 

The Sicknefs he alledged, but more efpecially the 
Circumftance of lofing his Leg, were Aggravations 
of his Fault, fhewing him more alert on fuch 
Occafions, than he was now willing to be thought : 
As to the Name of Captain, if it were allowed to 
give him no Precedence out of Battle, yet here 
it was proved a Title of Authority •, fuch an Au- 
thority as could direft an Engagement againft the 
King’s Colours, and therefore he was in the high- 
e ft Degree, Guilty. 

John Walden. 

C Aptain John frahern , and George Fenn, depofed, 
the Prifoner to be one of the Number, who, 
tn an open Boat, pyratically affailed, and took their 
Ship, and was remarkably bufy at Mifchief, ha- 
ying a Pole-Ax in his Hand, which ferved him 
inftead of a Key, to all the lock’d Doors and 
^oxes he come nigh : Alfo in particular, he cut 
the Cable of our Ship, when the other Pyrates 
Xv ere willing, and bufied at heaving . up the Ancho^ 

U %- 
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faying, Captain, what fignifies this Trouble of To 
Hife , and ftraining in hot Weather ; there are 
more Anchors at London , and befides, your Ship is 
to be burnt. 

William Smith , (a Prifoner acquitted,) lays Wal- 
den was known among the Pyrates moftly, by the 
Nick-Name of Mifs Nanney (ironically its pre- 
fumed from the Hardnefs of his Temper) that he 
was one of the twenty who voluntarily came on 
Board the Ranger, in the Chace lire, made out af- 
ter the Swallow , and by a Shot from that Ship, loft 
his Leg ; his Behaviour in the Fight, till then, be- 
ing bold and daring. 

The Prejident , called for Harry Glasby, and bid 
him relate a Character of the Prifoner, and what 
Cuftora was among them, in Relation to thefe vo- 
luntary Expeditions, out of their proper Ship ; 
and this of. going on Board the Ranger , in par- 
ticular. 

And he gave in for Evidence, that the Prifoner 
was looked on as a brisk Hand, ( i . e. as he farther 
explained it, aftanch Pyrate, a great Rogue) that 
when the Swallow firft appeared in Sight, every one 
was willing to believe her a Portvguefe , becaufe Su- 
gar was very much in Demand, and had made fome 
Jarring and Diffention between the two Compa- 
nies, (the Fortune’s. People drinking Punch, when 
the Rangers could not) that Roberts, on Sight of the 
Swallow, hailed the new Ranger, and bid them right 
Ship, and get under Sail; there is, fays he. Sugar 
in the Offing, bring it in, that we may have no 
more Mumbling ; ordering at the fame Time the 
Word to be pafs’d among the Crew, who would 
go to their Affiftance, and immediately the Boat 
was full of Men, to tranfport themfelves. 

Prejident. Then every one that goes on Board of 
any Prize, does it voluntarily ? Or were there here 
any other Ileafons for it ? 


//• 
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H. Glasby. Every Man is commonly called by Lift* 
iind infifts, y in his Turn, to go on Board of a Prize* 
becaufe they then are allowed a Shirt of Cloaths* 
(the be ft they can find) over and above the Divi- 
dend from the Robbery, and this they are fo far 
from being compelled to, that it often becomes 
the Occafion of Conteft and Quarrel amongft them .• 
Butin the prefent, or fuch like Cafes, where theie 
appears a Profpeft of Trouble, the Lazy and Time- 
rons are often willing to' decline this Turn,, and 
yield to their Betters, who thereby eftablifh a grea- 
ter Credit. 

1 The Prifoner, and the reft of thofe Men who 
Went from the Fortune on Board the Ranger, to af» 
Lift in this Expedition, were Voluntiers, and the 
truftieft Men among us. • * 

President. Were there no Jealouftes o the Ranger, s 
leaving you in this Chace, or at any other Time, m 

brder to furrender ? - 

H. Glasby. Moft of the Ranger s Crew were freftx 
Men Men who had been enter’d only ftnee their 
being on the Coaft of Guiney, and therefore had not 
lb liberal a Share in frefti Provifions or Wme, as 
the Fortune's People, who thought they had born the 
Burthen and Heat of the Day, which had given 
Occafion indeed to fome Grumblings and Whii- 
pers, as tho’ they would take an Opportunity to 
leave us, but we never fuppofed (if they did) it 
would be with any other Deftgn then fettmg up for 
themfelves, they having (many of them) behaved 
ivith greater Severity than the old Standeis, 

The Prifoner appeared undaunted, and rather 
folicitous, about refting his Stump, than giving 
any A nfwer to the Court, or making any Defence 
^ for himfelf, till called upon ; then he related m a 
carelefs, or rather hopelefs Manner* the Circum- 
fiances of his firft Entrance, being forced, he taut, 
Out of the Bfefme oTLemmington, at Newfoundland # 
" * tj , about 
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about 1 2 Months paft •, this, he is hire, moft of the 
old Pyrates knew, and that he was for fome Time 
as Pick of the Change as any Man ■, but Cuftom and 
ill Company had altered him, owning very frankly, 
that he was at the Attack, and taking of the King 
Solomon, that he did cut her Cable, and that none 
were forced on thofe Occafions. 

As to the laft Expedition in the Ranger, he con- 
felfes he went on Board of her, but that it was by 
Roberts ’s Order ■, and in the Chace loaded one Gun, 
to bring her to, but when he faw it was a Bite, he 
declared to his Comrades, that it was not worth 
while to refift, forbore firing, and aififted to reeve 
the Braces, in order, if they could, to get away, in 
which fort of Service he was bufied, when a Shot 
from the Man of War took off his Leg : And be- 
ing asked, that liippofing the Chace had proved a 
Rortuguefe ? Why then, fays he, I dont know what 
I might have done, intimating withal, that every 
Body then would have been ready enough at 
plundering. Guilty. 

Peter Scudamore. 

H Arry Glasby , Jo. Wingfield, and Nicholas Brattle , 
depole thus much, as to his being a Voluntier 
with the Pyrates, from Capt. Rolls, at Calabar. Firft, 
That he quarrelled with Moody, (one of the Heads 
of the Gang) and fought with him, becaufe he 
oppofed his going, asking Rolls, in a leering man- 
ner, whether he would not be fo kind, as to put 
him into the Gazette, when he came Home. And, 
at another Time, when he was going from the 
FyrateShip, in his Boat, a Turnado arofe, I mijh , 
fays he, the Rafcal may be drowned, for he is a great 
Rogue, and has endeavoured to do me all the ill Offices he 
could among thefe Gentlemen , ( i. e. Pyrates. ) 

And fecondly, That he had figned the Pyrate’s 
Articles with a great deal of Alacrity, and gloried 

in 
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in having been the firft Surgeon that had done . fo, 
(for before this, it was their Cuftom to change 
their Surgeons, when they defired if, after ha- 
ving ferved a Time, and never obliged them to 
Jign, but he was refolved to break thro’ this, for 
the good of thofe who were to follow,) fwearing im- 
mediately upon ic, he was now, he hoped, as great a 
Rogue as any of them. 

Captain Jo. Trahern, and George Fenn, his Mate, 
depofed, the Priloner to have taken out of the 
King Solomon, their Surgeon’s capital Inftruments, 
fome Medicines, and a Back-Gammon Table ; which 
latter became the Means of a Quarrel between one 
Wincon, and he, wbofe Property they fhould be, and 
were yielded to the Priloner. 

Jo. Sharp, Mafter of the Elizabeth, heard the 
Priloner ask Roberts leave to force Comry, his Sur- 
geon, from him, which was accordingly done, and 
with him, carried alfo fome of the Ship’s Medi- 
cines : But what gave a fuller Proof of the difho- 
nefty of his Principles, was, the treacherous De- 
fign he had formed of running away with the 
Prize, in her Paffage to Cape Corfo, though he had 
been treated with all Humanity, and very unlike 
ft Prifoner, on Account of his Employ and better 
Education, which had rendred him lefs to be fuf- 
peHed. 

Mr. Child, (acquitted) depos’d, that in their Paf- 
Ege from the Iftand of St. Thomas, in the Fortune 
Prize, this Prifoner was feveral Times tempting 
him, into Meafures of riftng with the Negroes, 
and killing the Swallow's People, fliewing him, 
how eaftly the white Men might be demolifhed, 
and a new Company raifed at Angola, and that 
Part of the Coaft, for, fays he, I underfland how to 
navigate a Ship, and can foon teach you to fleer 
and is it not better to do this , than to go back to 
Cape-Corfo, and be hanged and Sun-dryed ? To 
U 3 which 
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which the Deponent replying, he was not afraid 
of being hanged, Scudamore bid him be ftill, and no 
Harm fhould come to him but before the next 
Day-Evening, which was the defigned Time of 
executing this Projefl, the' Deponent difcovered it 
to the Officer, and allured him, Scudamore had been 
talking all the preceeding blight to the Negroes, in 
Angolan Language. 

Jjadc Burnet heard the Prifoner ask James Harris, 
a Pyrate, (left with the wounded in the Prize,) 
whether he was willing to come into the Projeft of 
running away with the Ship, and endeavour the 
railing of a new Company, but turned the Dif- 
pourfe to Horfe-Racing, as the Deponent crept 
nigher •, he acquainted the Officer with what he 
had heard, who kept the People under Arms all 
blight, their Apprehenfions of the Negroes not be- 
ing groundlefs for many of: them having lived a 
long Time in this pyratical Way, were, by the thin 
Commons they were now reduced to, as ripe for 
Mitchief as any. 

The Prifoner in his Defence faid, he was a forced 
Man from Captain "Rolls , in OEtober laft, and if he 
had not Ihewn fuch a Concern as became him, at 
the Alteration, he mull: remark the Occafiori to 
be, the Difagreement and Enmity between them ; 
but that both Roberts , and Hal. Ajhplant, threat’ned 
him into figning their Articles, and that he did it 
in Terror. 

The King Solomon, and Elizabeth Medicine-Cheff, 
he owns he plundered, by Order of Hunter, the 
then chief Surgeon, who, by the Pyrates Laws, 
always direfts in this Province, and Mr. Child, 
(tho’ acquitted) had by the fame Orders taken 
out a whole French Medicine-Cheft, which he muft 
be fenfible for me, as well as for himfelf, we nei- 
ther of us dared to have denied •, it was their 
being 1 ‘the proper Judges, made fo ungrateful an 

Office 
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Office impofed. If after this he was eiefted chief 
Surgeon himfelf, both Comry and Wdfon were let 
upalfo, and it might have been the “\ C1 ^ a " C o e ^ 
have carried it, and as much out of then Power 

to have refufed. 

As to the , Attempt of rifmg and running away 
with the Prize, he denies it altogether as untrue , 
a few fooliffi Words, but only by Way of Suppo- 
fition, that if the Negroes fhould take it m their 
Heads (confidering the Weaknels, and ill look-out 
that was kept-, ) it would have been an eafy 
Matter, in his Opinion for them to have done it T 
but that ' he encouraged iuch a Thing, was fa fe, 
his talking to them in the Angolan Language, was 
only a Way offpending his d ime, and trying his 
Skill to tell twenty, he being incapable of fur- 
ther Talk As to his underftandmg Navigation, 
he had frequently acknowledg’d it to the Deponent 
Child, and wonders he lhould now fo circumfran- 
tiate this Skill againft him. Guilty. 

Robert Johnfon. 

I T appeared to the Court, that the Prifoner was 
one of the twenty Men, in that Boat of the 
pyrates, which afterwards robb’d th e King Solomon , 
at an Anchor near Cape Jppolloma : J hat ail Py- 
rates on this, and the like Service were Volun- 
tiers, and he, in particular, had contefted his going 
on Boardafecond Time, tho’ out of his Turn. 

The Prifoner in his Defence, called foi Harry 
Glasby, who witnelTed to his being fo very drunk, 
when he firft came among their Crew, that they 
were forced to hoift him out of one Ship into 
the other, with a Tackle, and therefore without 
his Conl'ent but had fmce been a trufly Man and 
was placed to the Helm, in that running Battle 
they made with the Swallow. 
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He infifted for himfelf likewife, on Captain Tar- 
tier’s Affidavit of his being forced, on which others 
(his Ship-mates) had been cleared. 

The Court confidering the Partiality that might 
be objeffed in acquitting one, and condemning 
another of the fame handing, thought fit to re- 
mark it as a clear Teftimony of their Integrity, 
that their Care and Indulgence to each Man, in 
allowing his particular Defence, was to exempt 
from the Rigour of the Law, fuch, who it muft be 
allowed, would have flood too promifcuoufly con- 
demned, if they had not been heard upon any 
other Fact than that of the Swallow ; and herein what 
could better direct them, than a Charafter and 
Behaviour from their own AITociates ; for tho’ 
a voluntary Entry with the Pyrates may be doubt- 
ful, yet his conlequent Addons are not, and it is 
not fo material how a Man comes among Pyrates, as 
how he ads when he is there. Guilty. 

George WAfin. 

J OHN Sharp , Mafter of the Elizabeth, in which 
Ship the Prifoner was Paffenger, and fell a fecond 
Time into the Pyrates Hands, depofes, that he 
took the laid Wilfon off from Sefios, on this Coaft, 
paying to the Negroes for his Ranforn, the Value 
of three Pound five Shillings in Goods, for which 
he had taken a Note, that he thought he had done 
a charitable Ad in this, till meeting with one 
Captain Canning, he was ask’d, why he would re- 
lea fe fuch a Rogue as Wilfon was? For that he had 
been a Voluntier with the Pyrates, out of John 
Tar It on. And when the Deponent came to be a Pri- 
foner himfelf) he found Thomas, the Brother of 
this John Tarlton, a Prifoner with the Pyrates alfb, 
who was immediately on Wilfon s Inftigation, in a 
tnoft fad manner mifufed and beat, and had been 
fljpt, through the Fury and Rage of fome of thofe 

Fellows 
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Fellows if the Town-fide, (i. e. Liverpool) Men, had 
not hid him in a Stay -Sail, under the Bowfprit > 
for Moody and Harper, with their Piftols cock d, 
fearched every Corner of the Ship to find him, 
and came to this Deponent’s Hammock, whom 
they had like fatally to have miftaken for Tarlton, 
but on his calling out, they found their Error, 
and left him with this comfortable Anodyne, That 
he was the honeft Fellow who brought the Dodor. 
At coming away, the Prifoner asked about his 
Note, whether the Pyrates had it or no ? Who not 
being able readily to tell, he reply’d, it’s no Mat- 
ter Mr. Sharp, 1 believe I fhall hardly ever come to 

England to pay it. . , , . , 

Adam Cornry, Surgeon of the Elizabeth, fays, that 
altho’the Prifoner had, on Account of hislndifpo- 
fition and Want, received many Civilities from 
h : m, before meeting with the Pyrates, he yet un- 
derftood it was thro’ his and Scudamore’s Means, 
that he had been compelled among them : The Pri- 
foner was very alert and chearful, he fays, at meet- 
ing with Roberts , hailed him, told him he was 
glad to fee him, and would come on Board pre- 
fently, borrowing of the Deponent a clean Shirt 
and Drawers, for his better Appearence and Re- 
ception ^ he figned their Articles willingly, and ufed 
Arguments with him to do the fame, frying, 
they ffiould make their Voyage in eight Months, 
to Brafil, Share 6 or 700 1 a Man, and then break 
up Again, when the Crew came to an Eledion of a 
chief Surgeon, and this Deponent was fet up with 
the others, Wilfon told him, he hoped he Ihould 
carry it from Scudamore , for that a quarter Share 
(which they had more than others) would, be 
worth looking after ; but the Deponent miffed 
the Preferment, by the good Will of the Ranger’s 
People, who, in general, voted for Scudamore, to get 
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rid of him, (the chief Surgeon being always to re- 
main with the Commadore.) 

It appeared likewife by the Evidence of Captain 
Jo. Trahem , Tho. Caftel , and others, who had been 
taken by the Pyrates, and thence had Opportu- 
nities of obferving the Prifoners Conduft, that 
he feem’d thoroughly latisfy’d with that Way of 
Life, and was particularly intimate with Roberts ; 
they often fcoffing at the Mention of a Man of 
War, and faying, if they fhould meet with any 
of the Turnip-Man’s Ships, they would blow up, 

and go to H- 11 together. Yet fetting afide thefe 

filly Freaks, to recommend himfelf, his Lazinels 
had got him many Enemies, even Roberts told him, 
(on the Complaint of a wounded Man, whom he 
had refufed to drefs ) that he was a double Rogue, 
to be there a fecond Time, and threat’ned to cut 
his Ears off. 

The Evidence further affured the Court, from 
Captain Thomas Tarlton, that the Prifoner was ta- 
ken out of his Brother’s Ship, fome Months be- 
fore, a firft Time, and being forward to oblige 
his new Company, had prefently ask’d for the Py- 
rates Boat, to fetch the Medicine Cheft away ; 
when the Wind and Current proving too hard to 
contend with, they were drove bn Shore at Cape 
Montz.era.do. 

The Prifoner called for William Darling , and Samu- 
el Manvel, (acquitted) and Nicholas Butler. 

William Darling depofed, the firft Time the Pri- 
foner fell into their Hands, Roberts miftook him for 
Jo. Tarlton the Mafter, and being informed it was the 
Surgeon who came to reprefent him, (then indif- 
pofed,) he prefently fwore he fhould be his Mefs- 
Mate, to which Wilfon reply ’d, he hop’d not, he had 
a Wife and Child, which the other laughed at ; 
and that he had been two Days on Board, before he 

went 



Capt. Bartho. Roberts. 315 

went in that Boat, which was drove on Shore at 
Cape Montzjerado. And at his fecond coming, in 
th e Elizabeth, he heard Roberts order he fhould be 
brought on Board in the firft Boat. 

Samuel Morwel fays, that he has heard him be- 
wail his Condition, while on Board the Pyiate, 
and defired one Thomas, to ufe his Intereft with 
Roberts, for a Difcharge, faying, his Employ and 
the little Fortune he had left at Home, would he 
hop’d, exempt him the further Trouble of ieeking 

his Bread at Sea. . . . , 

Nicholas Butler, who had remained with the Py- 
rates about 48 Hours, when they took the French 
Ships at Whydah, depofes, that in this Space the 
Prifoner addrelfed him in the French Language feve- 
ral Times, deploring the Wretchednefs and ill For- 
tune of being confined in fuch Company. 

The Prifoner deiiring Liberty of two or three 
Queftions, ask’d, whether or no he had not expo- 
ftulated with Roberts, for a Reafon of his obliging 
Surgeons to ftgn their Articles, when heretofore 
they did not • Whether he had not expreiled him- 
felf glad of having formerly efcaped from them . 
Whether he had not faid, at taking the Ships 
in Whydah Road, that he could like the Sport 
were it lawful ? And whether if he had not told 
him, fhould the Company difcharge any Surgeon, 
that he would in lift on it as his Turn ? The Depo- 
nent anfwered, Yes, to every Queftion feparately ; 
and farther, that he believes Scudamore had not Teen 
Wilfon when he firft came and found him out of the 
Elizabeth 

He added, in his own Defence, that being Surgeon 
with one John Tarlton, of Leverpool, he was met a firft 
Time on this Coaft of Guiney, by Roberts the Pyrate •, 
who, after a Day or two, told him, to his Sorrow 
that he was to ftay there, and ordered him to fetch 
his Cheft, (not Medicines, as afferted,) which Op- 


gi 6 Capt. Bartho. Roberts. 

portunity he took to make his Efcape; for the 
Boat’s Crew happening to confift of five French and 
one English Man, all as willing as himfelf) they 
agreed to puih the Boat on Shore, and truft them- 
felves with the Negroes of Cape Montz.era.do-. Hazar- 
dous, not only in Refpeft of the dangerous Seas 
that run there, but the Inhumanity of the Natives, 
who fometimes take a liking to humane Carcaffes. 
Here he remained five Months, till Thomas Tarlton , 
Brother to his Captain chanced to put in the Road 
for Trade, to whom he reprefented his Hardships 
and ftarving Condition ; but was, in an unchriftian 
Manner, both refuted a Releafe of this Captivity, 
or fo much as a fmall Supply of Bifcuit and fait 
Meat, becaufe, as he laid, he had been among the 
Py fates. . A little Time after this, the Mafter of a 
French Ship paid a Ranfom for him, and took him 
oli ; but, by Reafon of a nafty leperous Indifpofi- 
tion he had contraffed by hard and bad living, 
was, to his great Misfortune let afiiore at Sejios 
again, when Captain Sharp met him, and generoully 
procured his Releafe in the Manner himfelf has 
related, and for which he Hands infinitely obli- 
ged. That ill Luck threw him a tecond Time into 
the Pvrate s Hands, in this Ship Eliz.abeth, where he 
met Thomas Tarlton , and thoughtlefiy ufed fome Re- 
proaches of him, for his tevere Treatment at Mont- 
z.er ado • but protefts without Defign his Words 
fhould have had lo bad a Conlequence ; for Ro- 
berts took upon him, as a Difpenter of Juftice, the 
Correftionof Mr. Tarlton , beating him unmercifully ; 
and he hopes it will be belived, contrary to any 
Intention of his it Ihould fo happen, becaufe as a 
Stranger he might be fuppofed to have no Influ- 
ence, and believes there were fome other Motives 

for it. ■ He cannot remember he exprefied him- 

telf glad to lee Roberts this fecond Time, or that 
he dropped thofe Expreflions about Comry , as 
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are fworn : but if immaturity of Judgment had oc- 
cafioned him to flip rafli and inadvertent Words, 
or that he had paid any undue Compliments to 
Roberts , it was to ingratiate himfelf, as every Pn- 
foner did, for a more civil Treatment and in par- 
ticular to procure his Difcharge which he had been 
promifod, and was afraid would have been revo- 
ked, if fuch a Perlon as Comry did not remain there 
to liipply his Room-, and of this, he faid, all the 
Gentlemen (meaning the Py rates) could witnefs 

f ° He urged alfo his Youth in Excufe for his Raffi- 
ng The firft time he had been with them (on- 

ly a Month in all,) and that in no military Employ ; 
but in particular, the Service he had done m difco- 
vering the Defign the Pyrates had to rife 1a their 




But Execution refpited till the King s Pleaful e 
be know*, becaufe the Commander of the Smllor, 
had declared, the firft Notice he received of this 
Defign of the Pyrates to rife, was from him. 


Benjamin Jeferys 

B Y the Depofitions of Clash) and Lillburn (acquit- 
ted) againft this Prifbner, it appeared, that 
his Drunkennefs was what at firft detained him from 
eoing away in his proper Ship, the Norman Galley; 
and next Morning, for having been abufive m his 
Drink, faying to the Pyrates, there was not a Man 
amongft them, be received for a Welcome fix 
Tallies from every Perfon in the Ship, which dil- 
ordered him for fome Weeks, but on Recovery 
was made Boatfwain's Mate the fervmg of which, 
or any Office on Board a Pyrate, is at their own 
Option, (tho’ elefted,) becaufe others are glad to ac- 
cept what brings an additional Share in Prize. 

The 
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rv&r nt ^ ther fay ’ that at Sierrdcon eve- 

Zd ?h a ?l m T e r fpeClal . ly the Me ™ of efcaping , 
and that this Prifoner, in particular, neglected ft 

inder&d ° ff / t0 ™ that pl ^e after their Ship was 
under Sad arid going out of the River. 

firh f^rrV! ( ier ’i ll i‘ hlS , DefenC( h protefts, he was at 
was imnnl’rl and t . hat the Office of Boatfwain’s Mate 

clad ri i on h ,m > and what he would have been 

Whinnin, h?l r 5 hnqUilh ’ d - That ^ barbarous 

was for f n had received from the Py rates at fir ft, 

their Rre,d hnS t lCm > that none who could get 
Accoim^ d i n j n T, h ? ne ? Way ’ WOuld be on fuch an 

tunity vvhichprefenSa?? 11111 / ^ °PP°r- 
-Toip i- h Ientec i at Sierraleon i or ridding him- 

been Tj° i t* IW 8 *•*> " *«* “ ■« 
atthedW “ four , oF ^ oM Py rates on Shore 
o t m i im< ;’ 1 ' V10) he lm 3 S’ n ed muft know 
-V d WOuld doubtleft have l'erved him the 
/ R/ „ n0t WOrfe > than t]le y fince had done \V,l- 
Uam Williams- who, for fuch a Defign, being de- 
livered up by the treacherous Natives, had re- 
ce ~t pa ffros thro’ the whole Ship's Company. 

The Court obferved, the Exc u fe S of thele Py- 
rates, about want of Means to efcape, was often- 
times as poor and evafive as their Pleas of being 
forcecl at hrft • for here, at Sierrdeon, every Man 
had his Liberty on Shore, and it ’was evident 
might have kept it, if he, or they, had fo pleafed! 
And fuch are further culpable, who having been 
introduced into the Society, by fuch uncivil Me- 
thods, as whipping, or beating, negleft lefs likely 
Means of regaining Liberty ; it fhews ftrong In- 

m^Guil^ Dlfh0nefty ’ and they daild iiiexcu- 

I Jo. Mansfield. 

T was proved againft this Prifoner, by Captain 

Trahern and George Fenn, that he was one of 
tnofe Voluntiers who was at the Attack and Rob- 
bery 




Capt. Bartho. Roberts. 319 

berv of the Company’s Ship, called the King Solp- 
y That he bully’d well among them who dar a 

s jJSw nrkis, y 

r.on" woic o’Slf from him,’ and threatned 

M bC his Brains out, (a fa.ounte Phrafe wth 

th £XeUc^^ »PP«f • 

* at firft a voluntier among thorn, from an 

SLT-pd' sMStfSS 

lerToTthe If' Man of War, and before that, 

* ®fSTTmrA W TefS 

t *' ey ?‘i,’ ” jhat'he knew nothing of the Aaron, 
£ up V l»mmg with his Cutlafh, after 

S L,' >H„^ C th^V»“ - £ 

nme befo” they could perfwade him into the 
’''iit cou uffkf TiTi f 1 Jrftrmc n!'l rrnli , 1 [, ar. 

him £ SrK “I, and had been a greater Mo- 
tive with him than Gold. Guilty. 

William I? avis. 

return to’ his Duty, he conforted to the idle Cu- 
Roms and Ways of living among the Negroes, 
from whom he^received a Wife, and ungratefully 
Sher one Evening, for feme Punch to quench 
i s Thhft. After this, having put himfelf under 

the Protection - of Mr. PA*-, a <“ 

the Royal African Company : The Relatia 
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Friends of the Woman, apply’d to him for Re- 
drefs, who immediately furrendered the Prifoner 
and told them, he did not care if they took his 
Head oii • but the Negroes wifely judging it would 
not fetch fo good a Price, they fold him in his 
Turn again to Seignior JoJfee, a Chriftian Black, 
and Native of that Place • who expefted and agreed 
for two Years Service from him, on Confideration 
of what he had disburfed, for the Redemption of 
the Woman : But long before the Expiration of this 
Time, Roberts came into Sierra! eon River, where the 
. Prifoner, (as Seignior JoJfee allured the Deponent,) 
entered a Voluntier with them. 

The Deponent further corroborates this Part of 
the Evidence ; in that he being obliged to call at 
Cape Mount, in his Paffage down hither, met there 
with two Deferters from Roberts’s Ship, who allured 
him of the fame and that the Pyrates did deflgn to 
turn Davis away the next Opportunity, as an idle 
good-for-nothing Fellow. 

From Gldiby and Lilburn , it was evident, that 
eveiy Pyrate, while they Ray’d at Sierraleon, went 
on Shore at Difcretion. That Roberts had often 
allured Mr .Glyn and other Traders, at that Place, 
that he would force no Body •, and in fhort, there 
was no Occafion for it in particular, the Prifoner’s 
Row-Mate went away, and thinks, he might have 
done the fame, if he had pleafed. 

fhe Prifoner alledged his having been detained 
againft his Will, and fays, that returning with Ele- 
phants Teeth for Sierraleon, the Pyrate’s Boat pur- 
fued and brought him on Board, where he was kept 
on Account of his underftanding the Pilotage and 
Navigation of that River. 

It was obvious to the Court, not only how fri- 
volous Excufes of Conftraint and Force were 
among thefe People, at their firft commencing Py- 
rates, but alfo it was plain to them, from thefe 

two 
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two Deferters, met at Cape Mount, and the dif- 
cretional Manner they lived in, at Sierraleon ; thro’ 
how little Difficulty feveral of them did, and 
others might, have efcaped afterwards, if they 
could but have obtained their own Confents for it. 
Guilty. 

This is the Suhftance of the Tryals of Roberts ’ s 
Crew, which may fuffice for others, that occcur in 
this Book. The foregoing Lifts, fhews, by a * be- 
fore the Names, who were condemn’d ; thofo 
Names with a -{- were referred for Tryal to the 
Marjhalfea, and all the reft were acquitted. 


The following Pyrates were executed, according to 
their Sentence, without the Gates of Cape Corfo- 
Caftle, within the Flood-Marks, viz.. 

Mens Names Years of Habitations. 


William Magncs 
Richard Hardy 
David Sympfon 
Chrijlopher Moody 
Thomas Sutton 
Valentine Afhplant 
Peter de Vine 
William Philips 
Philip BUI 
William Main 
William Machintofh 
William Williams 
Robert Haws 
William Petty 
John Jaynfon 
Marcus Johnfon 
Robert Crow 
Michael Jfaer 


Age 


35 

Minehead. 

25 

Wales. 

36 

North-BerwicL 

28 


23 

Berwick. 

32 

Minories. 

42 

Stepney. 

29 

Lower-Shadwell. 

27 

St. Thomas’s, 

28 


21 

Canterbury. 

40 

nigh Plymouth. 

3 t 

Yarmouth. 

30 

Deptford. 

22 

nigh Lancajley] 

21 

Smyrna. 

44 

IJle of Man. 

41 

Ghent. 


X 


Daniel 
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Darnel Harding 
William Femon 
Jo. More 
Abraham Harper 
Ja. Parker 
Jo. Philips 
James Clement 
Peter Scudamore 
James Skyrm 
John Walden 
Jo. Stephen/ on 
Jo. Mansfield 
Jfracl Hynde 
Peter Lefley 
Charles Bunce 
Robert Bln [on 
Richard Harris 
Jofeph Nofiter 
William Williams 
Aggt Jacobfon 
Benjamin Jeffery s 
Cuthbert Gofs 
John Jeff up 
Edward Watts 
Thomas Giles 
William Wood 
Thomas Armfirong 

Robert Johnfon 
George Smith 
William Watts 
James Philips 
John Coleman 
Robert Hays 
William Davis 


21 

28 

20 

35 

44 


40 
30 
30 
21 
2 6 
30 
45 


26 Crisomshiry inSonterfetfiire. 

22 Somerfetflnre. 

19 Meet ill Wiltshire. 

23 Brifiol. 

Winfred in Dosfetfiire. 
Allow ay in Scotland. 

Jerfey. 

Brifiol. 

Wales. 

24 SomerfetfitirC. 

Whitby. 

Orkneys. 

Brifiol. 

Aberdeen . 

Exeter. 

Other StMaries Devonjhtre. 
Cornwall. 

2 6 Sadbury in Devonfhire. 

30 Speechless at Execution. 
30 Holland. 

2 1 Brifiol. 

2 1 Topfbam. 

20 Plymouth . 

21 Dunmore. 

2 6 Mine-head. 

27 York. , . 

34 executed on board 
the Weymouth. 

32 at Whydah. 

25 Wales. , 

23 Ireland. 

35 Ant ego a . 

24 Wales. 

20 Liverpool. 

23 Wales. 


The Remainder of the Pyrates, whofe Names are 
under mentioned, upon their humble Petition to 
" - the 
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theCourt, had their Sentence changed from Death, 
to {even Years Servitude, conformable to our Sen* 
teuce of Tranfportation 3 the Petition is as follows. 

To the Honourable the Vrefident and Judges of 
the Court of Admiralty , for trying of Pyrates , 
fitting at Cape Corfo-Caftle. the 20th Day of 
April, 1722. 

The humble Petition of Thomas How , Samuel 
Fletcher , &C. 

Humbly iheweth, 

T HAT your Petitioners being unhappily , and unftntri- 
ly drawn into that wretched and detefiable Crime 
°f Pyracy, for which they now fiand jufily condemned , they 
mo A humbly pray the Clemency of the Court , in the Miti- 
gation of their Sentence , that they may be permitted to 
ferve-the Royal African Company of England, in this 
County for feven Years , in fuch a Manner as the Court 
Jhall think proper ; that by their juft Punfiment, being 
made fenfible of the Error of their former Ways , they will 
for the future become faithful Subjefts, good Servants , and 
ufeful in their Stations , if it pleafe the Almighty to pro- 
long their Lives. 

And your Petitioners, as in Duty, 

The Refolution of the Court was, 

T HAT the Petitioners have Leave by this Court of Ad- 
miralty . , to interchange Endentures with the Captain 
General of the Gold Coaft, for the Royal Afr ican Com- 
pany, for feven Years Servitude , at any of the Royal Afri- 
can Company's Settlements in Africa, in fitch Manner as 
he the faid Captain General fhall think proper. 

On Thurfday the 26th Day of April, the Indentures 
being all drawn out , according to the Grant made to the 

■X 2 Retiti * 
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Petitioners, by the Court kid on Friday the loth of this 

In ft ant •, each Prifoner was font for up, figtted, fcaled and 

?xchan?ed them in the Prefence of , 

Caftain Mungo Herdman, Prefident, 

James Phipps, Efq 
Mr. Edward Hyde, 

Mr. Charles Fanlhaw, 

And Mr. John Atkins, Regifter. 

A Copy of The Indenture . 

The Indenture of a Perfon condemned to ferve 
abroad for Pyracy, which, upon the humble 
Petition of the Pyrates therein mentioned, was 
moft mercifully granted by his Imperial Majefty s 
Commiffioners and Judges appointed to hold a 
Court of Admiralty, for the Tryal ot Pyrates 
at Cap e Cor fo-Ca file, in Africa, upon Condition ot 
ferving feven Years, and other Conditions, are as 
follows, viz. 

T HIS Indenture made the twenty fixth Day of April, 
Anno Regni Regis Georgii magnaa Britarmue, 
&c. Septimo, Domini, Milleffimo, Sepcentelfimo 
viginti duo, between Roger Scot, late of the City of 
Briftol Mariner, of the one Part, and the Royal African 
Company of England, their Captain General ana Com- 
mander in Chief, for the Time being, on the other Part, 
Witneffeth, that the faid Roger Scot, doth hereby co- 
venant, and agree to, and with, the fad Royal African 
Company, their Captain General, and Commander in chief 
for the Time being, to ferve him, or his lawful Succejfors, 
in any of the Royal African Company s Settlements on 
the Coatt of Africa, from the Day of the Date of thefe 
Trefents, to the full Term of feven Tears, from hence next 
enfuing , fully to be compleat and ended ; there to ferve m 
fuch Employment, as the faid Captain General , or 
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cejfors fall employ him 1 , according to thcGuftom of the Coitn- 

^ In Confederation whereof, the faid Captain General, and 
Commander in chief doth covenant and agree , to, and with, 
the faid Roger Scot, to find and allow him Meat, Drink , 
-Apparel and Lodging, according to theCuftom of the Country. 

In witnefs whereof, the Parties aforefaid, to thefe Pre- 
fers have interchangably put their Hands and Seals, the 
Day and Tear fir A above written. 

Signed, fealed and delivered, in the Prefence of us, at 
Cape Corfo-Caflle, in Africa, where no fiamp’d 
Paper was to be had. 

■ Mungo Heardman, Prefident, ? W i tne flfc s . 

John Atkins, Regifter, S 

In like Manner was drawn out and exchanged 
the Indentures of 

T HcmasHow of Barnfiable, in the County of Devon'. 

Samuel Fletcher of East-Smithfield, London. 

John Lane ot Lombard-Street , London . 

David Littlejohn of Briftol. 

John King of Shadwell Parilh, London. 

Henry Dennis of Bidiford. 

Hugh Harris of Corf-Cafile, Devonjhire. 

William Taylor ot Brifiol. 

Thomas Owen of Brifiol. 

John Mitchel of Shadwell Panfli, London. 

Jolhua Lie of Leverpool. 

William Shuren of Wappir.g Parilh, London. 

Robert Hartley of Leverpool. 

John Griffin of Blackwall, Middlejcx. 

James Cromby of London, Wapping. ... 

James Greenham of Marf field, Glouccftcrfinre. 

John Horn of St. Jmef-L Parilh, London. 

John Jeff op of Wisbich, Cambridgfire. 

David Rice of Brifiol, 


None 
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None Ox which, T hear, are now living, two 
others, viz,. George Wilfon and Thomas Oughterlaney, 
were refpited from Execution, till his Majefty ’s 
Pleafure fhould be known • the former dy’d a- 
broad, and the latter came Home, and received 
his Majefty’s Pardon ; the Account of the whole 
ftands thus. 

Acquitted, 

Executed, 

Refpited, 

To Servitude, 

To the Marfhalfea, 


Kill’d £ ! n t! ? e Ra ”&r, 

c in the Fortune, 

\ in the Palfagt* to Cape Corfo, 
Ity’d ? afterwards in the Cattle 
Negroes in both Ships, 


74 

5 2 

2 
20 

17 

10 

3 

4 

70 


Total, 27 6 

1 am not ignorant how acceptable the Behaviour 
and. dying Words 'of Malefaflors are to the gene- 
rality of our Countrymen, and therefore fhall de- 
liver what occurr’d, worthy of Notice, in the Beha- 
haviour of thefe Criminals. 

Tlie firft fix that were called to Execution' 
were Magnet, Moody , Sympfon , Sutton , AJhplant, and’ 
Hardy ; all of them old Standers and notorious Of- 
fenders : When they' were brought out of the Hold 
on the Parade, in order to break olf their Fet- 
ters, and fit. the Halters none of them, it was 
©bferved, appeared the leaft dejefted, unlefs Sut- 
un who fpoke faint, but it was rather imputed to 
a Flux that had feiz’d him two or three Days be- 
fore, than Fear. A Gentleman, who was Surgeon 
of the Ship, was fo charitable at this Time, to of- 
fer himfelf in the room of an Ordinary, and repre- 
fented.to them, as well as he was able, the Heinoufnefs 
of their Sin, and N?ceffity wjiich lay on them of Re- 
pentance 
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pentance •, one particular Part of which ought to 
be, acknowledging the Juftice they had met with. 
They leem’d heedlels for the prefent, fome calling 
for Water to drink, and others applying to the 
Soldiers for Caps, but when this Gentleman 
prefs’d them for an Anfwer, they all exclaim d 
againft the Severity of the Court and were fo 
harden’d, as to curfe, and wilh the fame Juftice 
might overtake all the Members of it, as had been 
dealt to them. They were poor Rogues, they laid , and 
fo bang'd, while others, no left guilty in another Way , 

^ When he endeavoured to compofe their Minds, 
exhorting them to dye in Charity with all the 
World and would have diverted them from fuch 
vain Difcourfe, by asking them their Country 
Ace and the like •, fome of them anfwered. What 
‘ was that to him, they fuffered the Law, and fhould 

< give no Account but to God •, walking to the Gal- 
lows without a Tear, in Token of Sorrow for 
their paft Offences, or fhewmg as much Concern 
as a Man would exprefs at travelling a badRoad^ 
nay, Sympfon, at feeing a Woman that he knew find, 

< he had lain with that B h three times, and now 

£ fire was come to fee him hang’d. And Hardy, 
when Jiis Hands were ty’d behind him, (which 
happened from their not being acquainted, with the 
Way of bringing Malefaftors to Execution ) ob- 
ferved, ‘ that he had feen many a Man hang d, but 
* this Way of the Hands being ty’d behind them, he 
‘ was a Stranger to, and never faw before in his 
c t ’ j mention thefe two little Inftances, to 
fhew how ftupid and thoughtlefs they were of 
their End, and that the fame abandoned and re- 
probate Temper that had carried them thro their 

Rogueries, abided with them to the lait. 

Samuel Fletcher, another of the Pyrates ordered 
for Execution, but reprieved, feem’d to have a 

X 4 quicker 
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quicker Senfeofhis Condition ; for when he faw thole 
he was allotted with gone to Execution, he fent a 
Melfage by the Provoft-Marlhal to the Court, to be 
t ln \°rm d of the Meaning of it, and humbly defir ’d 
« 5 ° knowr whether they defign’d him Mercy, or not? 
< it -T dld ’ he , ftood infinitely oblig’d to them, and 
£ thought the whole Service of his Life anincompe- 
c ten£ tveC l I ™ for f° great a Favour ; : but that if he 
was to fufler, the fooner the better, he hid, that 
he might be out of his Pain. ’ 

There were others of thefe Pyrates the reverfe 
or this, and tho’ deftitute of Minifters, or fit Per- 
sons to represent their Sins, and affift them with 
Spiritual Advice, were yet always imploying their 
ime to good Purpofes, and behaved with a great 
teal or feemmg Devotion and Penitence ■ among 
rec]i0n ’ d Scudamore, Williams, Phil os , 
others^ 5 Harper, Armftrong, Bunco, and 

wS?T r f ,°° , !ateIy dimmed the Folly and 
lckednefs of the Enterprise, that had chiefly 
bi ought him under Sentence of Death, from ivhicfu 
feeing there was no Hopes of efcaping, he petitil 
rr^ntS two or /hree Days Reprieve, which was 
’ ai ^ f ° r that Time a PP 1 y’d himfelf in- 

fppm’H t h° Pl T r > and reading the Scripture?, 
feem d to have a deep Senfe of his Sins-, of this in par- 
ticular and defired, at the Gallows, they would 
tflI e ^ tien c Ce r 1 Wi f til him ’ to hng -the firft Part of 

through two : -M* J» « by bimW 

Armftrong^ having been a Deferter from his Ma- 
Jeny s Service, was executed on Board the We y- 
the only one that was;) there was 
no Body to p re Is hum to an Acknowledgement of the 
"me h,e died for, nor of forrowmg in. particular 
_L’ C V T would have been exemplary,, and 

Jnade fuitable Impreffions on Seamen-; to that his 
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laft Hour was fpent in lamenting and bewailing his 
Sins in general, exhorting the Spectators to an ho- 
neft and good Life, in which alone they could find 
Satisfaftion. In the End, he defir’d they would join 
with him in finging two or three latter Verles of the 
1 40th Pfajfti ; and that being concluded, he was, at 
the firing of a Gun, tric’d up at the Fore-Yard-Arm. 

Bunce was a young Man, not above 2 6 Years old, 
but made the molt pathetical Speech of any at 
tire Gallows. He firft declaim’d againft the guilded 
Fates of Power, Liberty, and Wealth, that had 
enfhar’d him among the Pyrates, his unexperienc’d 
Years not being able to withftand the Temptation • 
but that the Brisknefs he had fhewn, which fo fa- 
tally had procured him Favour amongft them was 
not fo much a Fault in Principle, as the Livelinels 
and Vivacity of his Nature. He was now ex- 
treamly affli&ed for the Injuries he had done to 
all Men, and begg’d their’s and God’s Forgivenels 
very earneflly exhorting the SpeHators to remem- 
ber their Creator in their Youth, and guard be- 
times, that their Minds took not a wrong Ryafs 
concluding with this apt Similitude, That he ' flood 
there as a Beacon upon a Rock, (the Gallows Banding on 
one) to warn erring Marriners of Hanger. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. XII. 

O F 

Captain A N ST I S, 

And his C R E W. 

J' jfr' "\H 0 MAS Anftisi hip’d himfelf at Providence 
in the Year 1718, aboard the Buck Sloop, 
A and was one of fix that confpired together 
to go off a pyrating with the Veffel ^ the reft were, 
Hovoel Davis, Roberts’s Predecelfor, killed at the 
Illand of Princes-, Dennis Topping, killed at the taking 
of the rich Portuguefte Ship on the Coaft of Brajil 
Walter Kennedy, hanged at Execution-Dock, and two 
others, which I forbear to name, becaufe, I under- 1 
ftand they are at this Day employ’d in an honeft 
Vocation in the City. 

What followed concerning Anftis’s Pyracies, has 
been included in the two preceeding Chapters ; I 
Ihall only obferve that the Combination of thefe 
fix Men abovementioned, was the Beginning of that 
Company, that afterwards proved fo formidable 
under Captain Roberts, from whom An ft is leparated 
the 18th of April 1721, in the Good Fortune Bri- 
gantine, leaving his Commadore to purfue his Ad- 
ventures upon the Coaft of Guiney, whilft he re- 
turned to the Weft-Indies, upon the like Defign. 

About 
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About the Middle of June, thefe Py rates met 
with one Captain Mar ft on, between H'ftpaniola and 
Jamaica, bound on a Voyage to New Work from 
whom they took all the wearing Apparel they 
could find, as alfo his Liquors and Provifion, and 
five of his Men, but did not touch his Cargo • two 
or three other Velfels were alfo plundered by them, 
in this Cruife, out ot whom they flocked them- 
felves with Provifion and Men ; among the reft, 
I think, was the Irwin, Captain Rofs, from Cork in 
Ireland ; but this I won’t be pofitive of, becaufe 
they denied it themfelves. This Ship had 600 
Barrels of Beef aboard, befides other Provifions, 
and was taken off Martinico, wherein Colonel 
Doyly of Montfterrat , and his Family were Paffengers. 
The Colonel was very much abufed and wounded, 
for endeavouring to lave a poor Woman, that was 
alfo a PalTenger, from the Infults of that brutilh 
Crew and the Pyrates prevailing, twenty one 
of them forced the poor Creature fuccefllvely, 
afterwards broke her Back and flung her into the 
Sea. I fay, I will not be pofitive it was Anftis ’ s 
Crew that afted this unheard of Violence and 
Cruelty, tho’ the Circumftances of the Place, the 
Time, the Force of the Vefle’, and the Number 
of Men, do all concur, and I can place theVillany 
no where elfe ■, but that fuch a Faft was done, there 
is too much Evidence for it to be doubted of 

When they thought fit to put an End to this 
Cruize, they went into one of the Iflands to clean, 
which they effected without any Difturbance, and 
came out again, and ftretching away towards Bur- 
mudas, met with a flout Ship, called the Morning 
Star, bound from Guiney to Carolina •, they made 
Prize of her, and kept her for their own Ufo. In 
a Day or two, a Ship from Barbadoes bound to New- 
Iftork, fell into their Hands, and taking out her Guns 

and 
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and Tackle, mounted the Morning Star with 32 
Pieces of Cannon, mann’d her- with a 100 Men, 
and appointed one John Term Captain for the Bri- 
gantine being of far Jefs Force, the Morning Star 
would have fallen to An [vis, as elder -Officer, yet 
he was lo in Love with his Own Veifel, (fhe being 
an excellent Sailor,) that he made it his Choice 
to ftay in her, and let Fenn, who was, before, his 
-Gunner, Command the great Ship. 

Now, that they had two go tf id- Ships well maim’d, 
it may be. luppofed they were in a Condition to 
undertake fomething bold: But their Government 
was difturbed by Malecontents, and a Kingdom 
divided within it lelf cannot hand \ they had fuch 
a Number of new Men amongft them, that leem’d 
hot lo violently enclined for the Game ; that what- 
ever the Captain propofed, it was. certainly carried 
againft him, fo that they came to no fix’d Refolution 
for the undertaking any Enterp'r-ize therefore 
there was nothing to be done, 1 but to break up the 
Company, which feemed to be- the Inclination of 
the Majority, but the Manner of doing fo, con- 
cerned their common Safety ; to which Purpole 
various Means were propofed, at length it was 
concluded to lend home a Petition to his Majefty 
( there being then 1:0 Aft of Indemnity in Force) 
for a Pardon, and wait the Iffue \ at the fame Time 
one Jones, Boatfwain of the Good fortune, propofed 
a Place of fafo Retreat, it being an uninhabited 
Ifland near Cuba, which he had been uled to iri the 
late War, when he went a privateering againft the 
Spaniards. 

This being approved of, it was unaiiimoully 
refolyed oii, and the underwritten Petition drawn 
up and ftgned bythe whole 'Company in the Man- 
net' of what they call -a '-Round Robin , that is, the 
Names were writ in a Circle, to avoid all Appear- 
ance 
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ance of Pre-eminence, and leaft any Perfon ffiould 
he mark’d out by the Government, as a principal- 
Rogue among them. 

To his moft facred Majefty George, by the 
Grace of God , o/Great-Britain, France 
and Ireland, King, ‘Defender of the 
Taithy &c. 

The humble PETITIO N of the Company, 
V ' now belonging to the Ship Morning : Star, 
.and Brigantine Good Fortune, lying under 
the ignominious Name and Denomination 
ofPYRATES. 

Humbly Iheweth, 

T HAT toe your Majefty s moft loyal Subjetts, have, 
at fundry Times, been taken ^ .Bartholomew 
Roberts, the then Captain of the abovefaid Heffels and 
Company, together with another Ship, in which we left 
him ; and have been forced by him and his wicked Ac- 
complices, to enter into, and ferve, in the faid Company , 
as Pyrates , much contrary to our Wills and Inclinations : 
And. we your loyal Subjetts utterly abhoring and detefting 
that , impious way of Living, did , ‘With an unanimous 
Confent, and contrary to the Knowledge of the faid Ro- 
berts, or his Accomplices, on, or about the 1 8th Day of 
April 1721, leave, and ran away with the afire faid 
Ship Morning Star, and Brigantine Good Fortune, 
with no other Intent and . Meaning than the Hopes of ob- 
t alning your Majefty s moft gracious Pardon. And, that 
we your Majefiys moft loyal Subjetts , may with more Safety 
return to our native Country , and Jove the A ation , 
unto which we belong, in our refpettive Capacities, with- 
out Fear of king profecuted by the Injured, ivbofe Fftates 
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havefuffered by the faid Roberts and his Accomtlicee 
t7{ 0W t ciU ' Betain ™ nt > ^ the [aid cSanfm 

rnofl humbly imfore your Majeftfs mo ft royal JfZ‘ 
to t his our humble Vent ion. J J JJ " r » 

And your Petitioners ftall ever pray. 
P f ltl0n was Pent ^ ome by a Merchant 

fed P to ? n ^V t0 f^ W ’ from y—’i who pS 

fed to fpeak with the Petitioners, in their Ret™ 
abau 20 Leagues to Windward of that i<w* 
and Jet them know what Succefs heir Pet S 
met with. When this was done, the Pyrates " 

?nTB?igS“ d *. Ship 

rh J h J* l a 7 d Jl h « h 1 have n0 Name for) lies off 
the Southweft End of Cuba, uninhabited, and Iff 
tie frequented. On the Eaft End is a Lgune fo 
narrow, that a Ship can but juft go in tho’ X’ 

S 1 ”" '5 “ ^Fo°t Water, L lL^ uJu Z’ 
On both Sides of the Lagune grows red Mangrove' 

the V?r ?*?’■ th V he Entrance of as wen 

T S S Iayi ?S there, is hardly to be feen 

?Si 9 t ^-V 1 t d |f7 0f j theIfland are here and tlrere a 
fma n thick Wood of tall Pines, and other Trees 
foattered about m different Places. 1 rees 

. H % e thc J hajd about nine Months, but not ha 
vnig Provifionfor above two, they were forced to 
take what the Ifland afforded, which was F?fo of 
feveral Sorts particularly Turtle, which latter 
was the chie.eft Food they lived on, and was found 
m gieat Plenty on the Coafts of this Ifland • whe- 
ther there might be any wild Hogs, Beef, or other 
Cattle, common to feveral Iflands of the We If -Indies 
or that the Pyrates were too idle to hunt them or 
whether they preferred other Provifions to thatfort 
th l kn °u f° C ’ but 1 was ^formed by them 

fol/T/rn n! h A 0 /r e l ime the y eat a Bit " of any 

kind of Flefh-Meat, nor Bread j the latter was 

fupply’d 
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fupply’d by Rice, of which they had a great Quan- 
tity aboard: This was boy I’d. and Iqueezd dry, 
and fo eat with the Turtle. 

There are three or four Sorts of thefe Creatures 
in the Well-Indies, the largeft" of which will weigh 
iso or 200 Pound Weight or more, butthofe that 
were found upon this Ifland were of the fmalleft 
Kind, weighing io or 1 2 Pounds each, with a fine 
natural wrought Shell, and beautifully clouded-, the 
Meat fweet and tender, iome Part of it eating like 
Chicken, fome like Veal, err. fo that it was no ex- 
traordinary Hardfhip for them to live upon this 
Provifion alone, fince it affords variety of Meats to 
the Tafte, of it felf. The manner of catching 
this Fifli is very particular \ you muft underhand, 
that in the Months of May, June and July, they lay 
their Eggs in order to hatch their Young, and this 
three times in a Seafon, which is always in the Sand 
of the Sea-fhore, each laying Boor 90 Eggs at a 
time The Male accompanies the Female, and come 
alhore in the Night only, when they muft be 
watch’d, without making any Noife, 01 having a 
Light : as foon as they land, the Men that watch 
for them* turn them on their Backs, then haul them 
above high Water Mark, and leave them till next 
Morning, where they are fore to find them, for they 
can’t turn again, nor move from the Place. It is to 
be obferv’d, that befides their laying time, they 
come afoore to feed, but then what’s very remarka- 
ble in thefe Creatures, they always refort to difr 
ferent Places to breed, leaving their umal Haunts 
for two or three Months, and ’tis thought they eat 

nothing in all that Seafon. . , 

They pafs’d their Time here in Dancing and o- 
ther Diverfions, agreeable to thefe fort of Folks ^ 
and among the reft, they appointed a Mock Court of 
Judicature to try one another for Pyracy,andhethat 
was a Criminal one Day was made Judge another.--- 
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I had an Account given me of one oFthefe merry 
1 ryais, and as it appeared diverting, I ffiall give 
the Readers a ffiort Account of it. S 

The Court and Criminals being both appointed 
as alio Council to plead, the Judge got up in a Tree’ 
and had a dirty Taurpaulin hung over his Shoul- 
ders; this was done by Way of Robe, with a 
Thrum Cap on h,s Head, and a large Pah’ of Spe- 
ctacles upon his Nofe : Thus equipp’d, he fettled 
himfeif in his Place, and abundance of Officers at 
tending him below, with Crows, Handfpikes &c 
mftead of Wands, Tipftaves, and fuch like -Ijhe 

WPari 3 Wer u bl ' 0Ug J hl: o llt ’ makin S a thoufand 
1 ° r haces ; and one who a&edas Attorney-General 

opened the Charge againft them ; their' Speeches 
were very lacomck, and their whole Proceedings 

concife. We ffiall give it by Way of Dialogue. S 
Attorn. Gen. An ’t pleafe your Lordffiip, and you 
Gentlemen of the jury, here is a Fellow before you 
that is a lad Dog, a fad fad Dog ; .and I humbly 
hope your Lordffiip will order him to be hang’d 
out of the Way immediately He has commit- 

ted Pyracy upon the High Seas, and we ffiall prove 
an t pJeafe yomr Lordffiip, that this Fellow, this 
fad Dog before you has efcap’d a thoufand Storms, 
nay, has got fafe affiore when the Ship has been call 
away, which was a certain Sign he was not born to 
be drown’d ; yet not having the Fear of hanging be- 
h '^ L - yes ’ h f f er f on robbing and raviffiing 
Man, \\ oman and Child, plundering Ships Cargoes 
fore and aft burning and finking Ship, Bark and 
Boat, as if the Devil had been in him. But this 
is not all, my Lord, he has committed worffi Vil- 
lames than all -thefe, for we ffiaO prove, that he has 
been gudty of drinking Small-Beer; and your 
Lcndlhip knows, there never was a fober Fellow but 

what was a Rogue - My Lord, I ffiould have 

ipoke much finer than I do now, but that, as your 

Lordffiip 
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Lordffiip knows our Rum is all out, and how ffiould 
a Man fpeak good Law that has not drank a Diam. 
■ However, I hope, your Lordffiip will ordei the 

Fellow to be hang’d. . r 

Judge. Hearkee me, Sirrah, you loufy, 

pittiful, ill-look’d Dog ; what have you to fay why 
you ffiould not be tuck’d up immediately, and let a 
Sun-drying like a Scare-crow ? • Are you guilty, 

or not guilty? . 

Prif Not guilty, a n’t pleafe your Worffiip. 

Judge. Not guilty! fay fo again, Sirrah, and 
I’ll have you hang’d 'without any Tryal. 

Prif. A n’t pleafe your Worlhip s It-Oiiour, tny 
Lord, 1 am as honefl a poor Fellow as ever went be- 
tween Stem and Stern of a Ship, and can hand, 1 eel, 
fleer, and clap two Ends of a Rope together, as well 
as e’er a He that ever crofs’d fait Water ; but I 
was taken by one George Bradley C^e ksame ot him 
that lat as TudgeJ a notorious Py rate, a lad Rogue 
as ever was Whang’d, and he forc’d me, an t pleafe 
your Honour. 

Judge. Aniwer me, Sirrah, How will you 

be try’d ? 

Prif By G and my Country. 

Judge . the Devil you will. -Why then. Gen- 

tlemen of the Jury, I think we have nothing to do 

but to proceed to Judgment. 

At tor. Gen. Right, my Lord ; for af the Fellow 
fliould be fuffer’d to fpeak^ he may clear himtelf, 

and that’s an Affront to the Court. 

Prif Pray, my Lord, 1 hope your Lordffiip will 

C °%£ Confider! How dare you talk .of con- 

fident? -- Sirrah, Sirrah 1 never confiderd ia 

an my Life. I’ll make it Treafon to conflder. 

. Prif But, I hope, your Lordffiip will hear fome 

Reafon - V ludar. 
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Judge. D’ye hear how the Scoundrel prates ?— 
What hare we to do with Reafon ?• — -I’d have y ou 
to know, Raskal, we don’t fit here to hear Rea- 

fcri y we go according to Law>— Is our Dinner 

ready ? 

After. Gen. Yes, my Lord. 

fudge. Then heark’ee, you Raskal at the Bar ,y 

hear me. Sirrah, hear me. • You muft fuffer, 

for three Reafonsy firft, becaufe it is not fit I ihould 

fit here as judge, and no Body be bang'd.' 

Secondly, you mud be hang’d, becaufe you have a 

damn’d hanging Look: And thirdly, you muft 

be hang’d, becaufe J am hungry - for know. Sir- 
rah, that ’ds'aCuftom, that whenever the judge’s 
Dinner is ready before theTryal is over, the Pri- 

foner is to be hang’d of Courfe There’s Law 

for you, ye Dog. So take him away Goaler. 

This is theTryal juft as it was related to me 5 
the Defign of my fetting it down, is only to feeW 
how thefe Fellows can jeft upon Things, the Fear 
and Dread of which, Ihould make them'tremble. 

The beginning of August 1722, the Py rates made 
ready the Brigantine, arid came out to Sea, and bea- 
ting up to Windivard, lay in the Track for their 
Correfpondant in her Voyage to Jamaica, and fpoke 
with her ; but finding nothing ivas done in England 
in their Favour, as ’twas expelled, they return’d to 
their Conforts at the Ifland with the ill News, and 
found themfelves under a Neceflity, as they fan- 
cied, to continue that abominable Courfe of Life 
they had lately praftis’d ; in order thereto, they 
foil’d with the Ship arid Brigantine to the South- 
ward, and the next Night, by intolerable Negleft, 
they rim the Morning Star upori the Grand Cainianes, 
and wreck’d her y the Brigantine feeing the Fate 
of her Confort, hail’d off in Time, and io weather’d 
the Illand. The next Day Captain Anftu put in, 

and 
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and found that all, or the greateft part of the Ciew, 
were fafe afhore, whereupon the came to an An- 
chor in order to fetch them off ; and having 
brought Perm the Captain, Philips the Carpenter, and 
a few others aboard, two Men of War came down 
upon them, viz., the HeBor and Adventure, to that 
the Brigantine had but juft Time to cut then Ca- 
ble, and get to Sea, with one of the Men of War af- 
ter her keeping within Gun-lhot for feveral Hours, 
AnJHs and his Crew were now under the greateft 
Confternation imaginable, findmg the Gale frefeen, 
and the Man of War gaining Ground upon them, 
fo that, in all Probability, they muft have been 
Frifoners in two Hours more y but it pleafed God 
to give them a little longer Time, the Wind dying 
away thePyrates got out their Oais, and low d for 
their Lives, and thereby got clear of their Enemy. 

The Hrtlor landed her Men upon the Illand, and 
took 40 of the Morning Star's Crew, without any 
Refiftance made by them •, but on the contrary, alledg- 
ing they were forc’d Men, and that they were glad 
of this Opportunity toefcape from the Py rates; the 
reft hid themfelves in the Woods, and could not 
be fdund. George Bradley the Mafter, and three 
more, furrender’d afterwards to a Burmud.u Sloop, 
and were carried to that Illand. , 

The Brigantine, after her Efcape, fell d to a lmall 
Illand near the Bay of Honduras , to clean and refit, 
and in her Way thither, took a Rhode Ifland Sloop, 
Captain Bur fey. Commander, and two or three other 
Veffels, which they deftroy d, but Drought all the 

Hands aboard their ow n . 

While fee was cleaning, a Scheme was concerted 
between Captain Durfey, feme other Prifbners, and 
two or three of the Pyrates, for to feize feme of 
the Chiefs, and carry off the Brigantine ; but the 
lame being dilcovered before fhe was fit for lading, 
their Defign was prevented : However, Captain 
0 • * Y % Durfey, 
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Iffy , and four or five more, got afhore with fome 
Arms and Ammunition 3 and when the Pyra'-es 
Canoe came in for Water, he feiz’d the Boat with 
the Men • upon which An ft is ordered another Boat 
to be mann’d with 30 Hands and fent afhore, which 
was accordingly done 3 but Captain Vurfey, and the 
Company he had by that Time got together, gave 
them fuch a warm Reception, that they were con- 
tented to betake themfelves to their Veffel again. 

About the beginning of December, 1722, An (l is 
Jert this Place and return’d to the Iflands, de- 
igning to accumulate all the Power and Strength 
he could, ftnee there was no looking back. He took 
in . the Cruife a good Ship, commanded by Cap- 
tain Smith, which he mounted with 24 Guns, and 
Fenn, . a one handed Man, who commanded the 
Morning-Star when lire was loft, went aboard to 
command her. They cruis’d together, and took a 
Veffel or two, and then went to the Bahama Iflands , 
and there met with what they wanted, viz,, a Sloop 
loaded with Provifior.s, from Dublin, called the An- 
telope. 

It was time now to think of fome Place to fit up 
and clean their Frigate lately taken, and put her 
in a Condition to do Bufinels 3 accordingly they 
pitch d upon the Ifland of Dobago, where they arri- 
ved the beginning of April, 1-723, with the Antelope 
Sloop and her Cargo. 

They fell to work immediately, got the Guns, 
Stores, and every Thing elie out upon the Ifland’ 
and put the Ship upon the Heel y and juft then’ 
as ill Luck would have it, came in the Wincbelfea 
Mari of War, by Way of Viftt, which put the Ma- 
r nonets into fuch a Surprize, that they let Fire to 
the Ship and Sloop, and fled afhore to ’the Woods. 
An ft is, in the Brigantine, efcap’d, by having a light 
Pair of Heels, but it put his Company into fuch 
a Dilbrder, that their Government could never be 

fet 
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let to rights again 3 for fbme of the New-Comers, 
and thofe who had been tir’d with the Trade, put 
an End to the Reign, by fhooting Tho. Anflxu in his 
Hammock, and afterwards the Quarter-Mafter, and 
two or three others 3 the reft fubmittmg, they 
put into Irons, and furrender’d them up, and the 
Veffel, at Curacco, a Dutch Settlement, where they 
were try’d and hang’d 3 and thofe concerned in deli- 
vering up the Vfcllel, acquitted. 

But to return toCaptaij} Fenn, he was taken ltrag- 
ling with his Gunner and three more, a Day or two 
after their Misfortune,' by the Man of War’s Men, 
andcarry’d to Jntegoa, where they were all execu- 
ted and Fenn hang’d in Chains. Thofe who re- 
main’d, ftaid fome Time in the Ifland, keeping up 
and down in the Woods, with a Hand to look out 3 
at length Providence fo order’d it, that a lmall 
Sloop came into the Harbour, which they all got 
aboard of, except two or three Negroes, and thofe 
they left behind. They did not think fit to purfue 
any further Adventures, and therefore unanimoufly 
re folved to fleer for England, which they according- 
ly did and in OEtober laft came into Brifiol Channel, 
funk the Sloop, and getting afhore in the Boat, dif- 
perfed themfelves to their Abodes. 
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Captain W'O RL EY, 

And his Crew. 

H I S Reign was but fhort, but his Beginning 
fomewhat particular, betting out in a fmall 
open' Boat, with eight others, from New- 
York. This was as refolute a Crew as ever went 
upon this Account : They took with them a few 
Bi (cuits, and a dry’d Tongue or two, a little Cag 
of Water, half a dozen old Muskets and Ammuni- 
tion accordingly. Thus provided, they left New 
York the latter End of September 1718, but it can- 
not be fuppofed that fuch a Man of War as this, 
could undertake any confiderable Voyage, or at- 
tempt any extraordinary Enterprize; fothey flood 
down the Coaft, till they came to Delaware River, 
which is about 150 Miles diftant, and not meeting 
with any Thing in their Way, they turn’d up the 
fame River as high as Newcaftle, near which Place 
they fell upon a Shallop belonging to George Grant , 
who was bringing Houfhold Goods, Plate, &e. 
from Oppacjuenimi to Philadelphia ; they made Prize 
of the moft valuable Part of them, and let the Shal- 
lop go. This Faff could not come under the Ar- 
ticle of Pyracy, it not being committed fuper altum 
&far e f upon the High- Sea, therefore was a Ample 

Robbery 
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Robbery only ; but they did not Band for a Point 
of Law in the Cafe, but eafing theShaliopMan ofhis 
Lading, the bold Adventurers went down the River 

'^The Shallop came ftralght to ThiUdtfhta, and 
brought the ill News thither, which 10 alarm d 
the Government, as if War had been declared 
againft .them; Express were lent , to Ifrw-Tori, 
and other Places, and feverai Velfels fitted out 
againfl this powerful Rover, but to no manner of 
Purpofe : for after feverai Days Cruize, they ad 
return’d, without , fo much as hearing what became 

of the Robbers. „ . , - _ . 

Worley and his Crew, in going down the River, 
met with a Sloop of PhiUldphia, belonging to a 
Mulatto, whom they call’d Black Rabbin ; they quit- 
ted their Boat for this Sloop, taking one of Black 
Robin’s Men along with them, as they had aifo 
done from George Grant, befides two Negroes, which 
encreafed the Company one Third. A Day or two 
after they took another Sloop belonging to Hull, 
homeward bound, which was fomewhat fitter for 
their Purpofe ; they found aboard her, Provifions 
and Necellaries, which they flood in need o r , and 
enabled them to profecute their Defign, m a manner 
more fuitable to their Willies. 

Upon the Succefs of thefe Rovers, the Gover- 
nor ilTued out a Proclamation, for the apprehend- 
ing and taking all Py rates, who had refilled or neg- 
lected to furrender themfelves, by the Time limi- 
ted in his Majefty’s Proclamation of Pardon ; and 
thereupon, ordered his Majefty’s Ship Phoenix, of 20 
Guns, which lay at Sandy Hook, to Sea to cruize 
upon this Pyrate, and fecure the Trade to that, 
and the adjoining Colonies. 

In all probability, the taking this Sloop fav d their 
Bacons, for this Time, tho’ they fell into the Trap 
prefently afterwards ; for they finding themfelves 
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in tolerable good Condition, Having a Veffel newly 
cleaned, with Provifions, &c. they flood off to 
Sea, and fo miffed the P han't x. who ex necked them 
to be ftill on the Coaft. 1 

About fix Weeks afterwards they returned, ha- 
ving taken both a Sloop and a Brigantine, among 
the Bahama Iflands ; the former they funk and the 
other they let go : The Sloop belonged ’to New- 
Yorft, and they thought the finking of her good Poli- 
cy, to prevent her returning to tell Tales at Home. 

Worley had by this Time encreafed his Company 
to about five and twenty Men, had fix Guns 
mounted, and finall Arms as many as were necef- 
fary for them, and feem’d to be in a good thriving 
fort of a Way. He made a blqck Enfign, with g 
white Death’s Head in the Middle of it, and other 
Colours fuitable to it. They all figned Articles, 
and bound them le Ives under a folemn Oath, to 
take no Quarters, but to ftand by one another to 
die laft Man, which was raihly fulfill’d a little 
afterwards. 

For going into an Inlet in North-Carolina , to 
clean, the Governor received Information of it, and 
fitted out two Sloops, one of eight Guns, and the 
other with fix, and about feventy Men between 
them. Worley had clean’d his Sloop, and fail’d be- 
fore the Carolina Sloops reached the Place, and 
fleered to the Northward ; but the Sloops juff’ men- 
tioned, purfuing the fame Courfe, came in fight of 
Worley , as he was cruifing off the Capes of Vir- 
ginia, and being in the Offin, he flood in as loon 
as he law the Sloops, intending thereby to have 
cut them off from James River; for he verily belie- 
ved they had been bound'thither, not imagining, in 
the lea ft, they weie in Purfuit of him. 

The two Sloops ftanding towards the Capes at 
the fame Time, and Worley hoifting of his black 
Flag, the Inhabitants of James Town .were in 

the 
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the utmoft Confternation, thinking that all three 
had been Py rates, and that their Defign had been 
upon them ; fo that all the Ships and Veffels. that 
were in the Road, or in the Rivers up the Bay, 
had Orders immediately to hale in to the Shore, 
for their Security, or elfe to prepare for their De- 
fence, if they thought themlelves in a Condition 
to fight. Soon after two Boats, which were fent out 
to get Intelligence, came crowding in, and brought 
an Account, that one of the Pyrates was in the 
Bay, being a fmall Sloop of fix Guns. The Gover- 
nor expending the reft would have followed, 
and altogether make fome Attempt to land, for the 
fake of Plunder, beat to Arms, and collected all the 
Force that could be got together, to oppofe them ; 
he ordered all the Guns' out of the Ships, to make a 
Platform, and, in fhort, put the whole Colony in a 
warlike Pofture ; but was very much furprifed at 
laft, to fee all the fuppofed Pyrates fighting with 
one another. 

The Truth of the Matter is, Worley gained the 
Bay, thinking to make fure of his two Prizes, 
by keeping them from coming in } but by the hoift- 
ing of the" King’s Colours, and firing a Gun, he 
quickly was fenfible of his Miftake, and too foon 
perceived that the Tables were turned upon hint; 
that inftead of keeping them out, he found himlelf, 
by a fuperiour Force kept in. When the Pyrates 
fa w how Things went, they relblutely prepar’d them- 
lelves for a defperate Defence ; and tho’ three to one 
odds, Worley and his Crew determined to fight to 
the laft Gafp, and receive no Quarters, agreeably 
to what they had before fworn ^ fo that they muft 
either Dye or Conquer upon the Spot. 

The Carolina Men gave the Pyrate a Broadfide, 
and then Boarded him, one Sloop getting upon his 
Quarter, and the other on his Bow ; Worley and 
the Crew, drew up upon the Deck, and fought 

very 
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very obflinately, Hand to Hand, fo that in a few 
Minutes, abundance of Men lay weltering in their 
Gore; the Pyrates proved as good as their Words, 
not a Man of them cryd out for Quarter, nor 
would accept of fuch, when offered, but were all 
lulled except the Captain and another Man, and 
tfeofe very much wounded, whom they reierved 
for the Gallows. They were brought afhore in 
Irons, and the next Day, which was the 17th of 
February 1718-19, they were both hanged up, for 
fear they fhould dye, and evade the Punifhment as 
was thought due to their Crimes. 



CHAP. XIV. 

O F 

Capt. George Lowther, 


And his Cre w. 


G Eowe Lmther failed out of the River of 
Thames, in one of the Royal African Com- 
pany’s Ships, ca ll’d the Gambia, Cafile, of 16 
Guns and 30 Men, Charles Ruffil Commander ; of 
which Ship, the faid Leather was lecond Mate. 
Aboard of the fame Ship, was a certain Number 
of Soldiers, commanded by one John Maffey, who 
were to be carried to one of the Company s Set- 
tlements, on the River of Gambia , to Garrifon a 
Fort, which was fometime ago taken and deftroy’d 
bv Captain Da-vis the Pyrate. 

' In May 1721, the Gambia Caftlc came fafe to her 
Port in Africa, and landed Captain Maffey and his 
Men on James ’ s Ifland, where he was to Command 
under the Governor, Colonel Whitney, who arrived 
there at the fame Time, in another Ship . And here, 
by a fatal Mifunder handing, between the military 
Folks and the Trading People, the Fort and Gar- 
rifon not only came to be loh again to the Company, 
but a fine Galley well provided, and worth 10000 /. 
turned againh her Mahers. 


The 
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The Names of Governor and Captain founded 
great, but when the Gentlemen found that the 
Power that generally goes along with thole Titles, 
was overfway’d and born down" by the Merchants 
and FaCtors, ("mechanick Fellows as they thought 
them) they grew very impatient and difatisly’d 
especially Maffey, who was very loud in his Com- 
plaints againft them, particularly at the fmall Al- 
lowance or Provifions to him and his Men; for 
the Girrifon and Governor too, were victualled by 
the Mei chants, which was no final 1 Grievance and 
Mortification to them. And as the want of eating 
was the only Thing that made the great Saxcho 
quit his Government, fo did it here rend and tare 
their’s to Pifeces: For Maffey told them, that he did not 
come there to he a Guiriey Slave , and that he had promifed 
his Aten good Treatment, and Provifions fitting for Soldiers: 
That as he had the Care of fo many of. his Majeftfs Sub- 
jects, if they would not provide for them in a handfotne 
Manner, he fiiould take fuitable Meafures for the Prefer- 
vat ion of fo many of his Countrymen and Companions. 

The Governor at this Time was very ill of a 
Fever, and, for the better Accomodation in his 
Sicknels, was carried aboard the Ship Gambia Ca- 
file, where he continued for about three Weeks 
and therefore could have little to fay in tins Dif- 
pute, tho’ he refolved not to hay in a Place, where 
there was io little Occaiion for him, and where his 
Power was fo confin’d. The Merchants had cer- 
tainly Orders from the Company, to ilfue the Pro- 
vifions out to the Garrifon, and the fame is done 
along the whole Coaft ; but whether they had cut 
them fhort of the Allowance that was appointed 
them, I can’t fay, but if they did, then is the Lofs 
of the Ship and Garrifon owing principally to 
their ill Conduit. 


¥ 
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However, an Accident that happened on Board 
the Ship, did not a little contribute to this Mis- 
fortune, which was a Pique that the Captain of 
her took againft his fecond Mate, George Lowther, 
the Man who is the SubjeCt of this fhort Hiftory ; 
and who lofing his Favour, found Means to ingra- 
tiate himfelf into the good liking of the common 
Sailors, infomuch that when Captain Ruffe l ordered 
him to be punifh’d, the Men took up Handfpikes, 
and threat’ned to knock that Man down, that offer- 
ed to lay hold of the Mate. This ferved but to 
widen the Differences between him and the Cap- 
tain, and more firmly attach d Lowther to the 
Ship’s Company, the greateft Part of which, he 
found ripe for any Mifchief in the World. 

Captain Maffey was no wit the better reconciled 
to the Place by a longer Continuance, nor to the 
uShe mttJith there, »ml tarring often Oppot- 
trinities of converfing with Lowther, with whom he 
had contracted an Intimacy in the voyage ; they 
aggravated one another’s Grievances to fuch a 
height, that they refolved upon Meafures to curb 
the Power that controul’d them, and to provide for 
themfelves after another Manner. , 

- When the Governor recover’d of his Fever, he 
went afhore to the Ifland, but took no Notice of 
Maffey ’’ s Behaviour, tho’ it was iuch as might give 
Sulpicion of what he defigned ; and Lowther, and the 
common Sailors, who were in the Secret of Affairs, 
grew info lent and bold, even refufing to obey when 
commanded to their Duty by Captain Ruffe l and the 
chief Mate. The Captain feeing how Things were 
carried, goes afhore early one Morning to the Go- 
vernor and Faitory, in order to hold a Council, 
which Lowther apprehending, was in order to pre- 
vent his Defign, lent a Letter in the lame Boat to 
Maffey, intimating it to him, and that he fimld refair 
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on Board, for it was high Time to put their Project in 
Execution. 

As foon as Mafcy received this Letter, he went 
to the Soldiers at the Barracks , and faid to them, 
and others. You that have a Mind to go to England, 
now is your Time and they generally contenting, 
Mafey went to the Store-Room, burft open the 
Door, tet two Centinels upon it, and ordered that 
no Body fhould come near it •, then he went to the 
Governor’s Apartment, and took his Bed, Bag- 
gage, Plate and Furniture, (in Expectation that 
the Governor himfelf, as he had piomifed Mafey, 
would/have gone on Board, which he afterwards 
refuted, by Reafon, as he faid, he believed they 
were going a-pyrating which at firft, whatever 
Lowther defigned, Majfey certainly propoted only 
the going to England ■, ) when this was done, he 
tent the Boat off to the chief Mate, with this Mef- 
fage, That he jhould. get the Guns ready , for that the 
King of Barro fa Negro Kingdom near the Royal 
African Settlement] would come aboard to Dinner. 
But Lowther underftandingbeft, the meaning of thote 
Orders, he confined the chief Mate, fliotted the 
Guns, and put the Ship in a Condition for failing. 
In the Afternoon Majfey came on Board with the 
Governor’s Son, having tent off all the Provifions 
of the Illand, and eleven Pipes of Wine, leaving 
Only two half Pipes behind in the Store-Houfe, 
and difipounted all the Guns of the Fort. 

In thg Afternoon they weigh’d one Anchor, but 
Fearing to be too late to get out of the River, they 
flipp’d the other, and fo fell down -, in doing of 
which, they run the Ship a-ground. Majfey ihew’d 
himfelf a Soldier upon this Accident, for as foon as 
the Misfortune happen’d, he left the Ship with 
about fixteen Hands, and rows direClly to the 
Fort, remounts the Guns, and keeps Garriten 

there 
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there all r he Night, while the Ship was aihore ^ 
and obliged iome of the Factory to aflift ill get- 
ting her clear. In the mean while, Rujfel came 
off, but not being fuffered to come on Board, lie 
calfd to Lowther , and offered him and the Company, 
whatever Terms they would be pleated to accept 
of, upon Condition of furrendering up tire Ship, 
which had no Effect upon any of them. In the 
Morning they, got her afloat, and Majfey and his 
Men came aboard, after having nailed up and dil- 
mounted all the Cannon of the Fort : They put-.the 
Governor’s Son, and two or three others afhore, who 
were not willing to go without the Governor, and 
fail’d out of the River, having exchanged feveral 
Shot with the Martha^ Otter ? ore. that ^y there, 
without doing Execution on either Side. 

When the Ship came out to Sea, Lowther called 
up all the Company, and told them, it was the 
vreatejl Folly imaginable, to think of returning to Eng- 
land, for what they had already done, could not be juftify- 
ed upon any Pretence whdtfoever, but would be look'd up- 
on, in the Eye of the Latv, a capital 0 fence, and that none of 
them were in a Condition to withftand the Attacks of fuch 
powerful Adverjaries, as they would meet with at Homes, 
for his Part he was determined not to run fuch a Hazard, 
and therefore if his Propofal was not agreed to, he dejireJ. 
to befet a Shore in feme Place of Safety : That they had a 
food Ship under them, a parcel of brave Follows in her, 
that it was not their Bufnefs to jiarve, or be made Slaves 
and therefore , if they were dll of his Mind, they jhould 
feek their Fortunes upon the Seas , as other Adventurers had 
done before them. They one and all came into the 
Meafures, knocked down the Cabins, made the 
■Ship flulh fore and aft, prepared black Colours, 
new named her, the Delivery, having about 50 Hands 
tnd 1 6 Guns, and the following fhort Articles were 
drawn up, figned and fworn to upon the Bible. 


The 
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The Articles of Captain George Lowther, and his 
Company. 

I • HT HE Captain is to have two full Shares •, the Ma - 
X fier is to have one Share and a half ; the Do- 
ttor, Mate, Gunner, and Boatfwain, one Share find a 
quarter. 

2» He that JJjall he found Guilty of taking up any un - 
lawful Weapon on Board the Privateer, or any Prize, by 
us taken, Jo as to ftrike or abufe one another, in any re- 
gard, Jhall fuffer what Punijhment the Captain and Majo- 
rity of the Company Jhall think fit. 

3 - He that Jhall be found Guilty of Cowardice, in the 
'Time of Engagement, Jhall puffer what Punijhment the 
Captain and Majority Jhall think ft. 

4. If any Gold , Jewels, Silver, &c. be found on Board 
of any Prize or Prizes, to the Value of a Piece of Eight , 
and the Finder do not deliver it to the Quarter-Mafter 
in the Space of 24 Hours, Jhall fuffer what Punijhment the 
Captain and Majority Jhall think fit. 

5. He that is found Guilty of Gaming, or Defrauding 
another to the P alue of a Shilling, fhall fuffer what Pu- 
nijhment the Captain and Majority of the Company Jhall 
think fit. 

6 . He that Jhall have the Misfortune to lofe a Limb, 
in Time of Engagement , Jhall have the Sum of one hundred 
and fifty Pounds Sterling, and remain with the Company as 
long as he Jhall think fit. 

7. Good Quarters to be given when call'd for. 

8. He that fees a Sail fir ft, fhall have the be ft Piffol 
or Small-Arm, on Board her. 

It was the 1 3th of June, that Lowther left the 
Settlement, and on the 20th, being then within 
twenty .Leagues of Barbadoes, he came up with £ 
Brigantine, belonging to Bofton, called the Charles , 
Jamet Douglafs Maher, which they plundered in a 

Pyra- 
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pyratical Manner, and let the Veifel go ; but leaft 
foe foould meet with any of theStation Ships, and lo 
give Information of the Robbery, in Terrorem, to pre- 
vent a Purfuit, Lowther contrived a fort of a Certifi- 
cate, which he direfted the Maher to Ihew to their 
Confort, if they foould meet with her •, and upon 
Sight of it the Brigantine would pafs unmoiefted : 
This Confort, he pretended, was a 40 Gun Ship, 
and cruihng thereabouts. 

After this the Delivery proceeded to Plifpaniola \ 
near the Weft find of the Ifland foe met with a 
French Sloop loaden with Wine and Brandy ; aboard 
of this Veffel went Captain Maffey, as a Merchant, 
and ask’d the Price of one Thing, and then another, 
bidding Money for the greateh Part of the Cargo • 
but after he had trilled a while, he whifper’d a 
Secret in the French Man’s Ear, viz. That they mull- 
have it all without Money. Monfieur prefontly under- 
ftood his Meaning, and unwillingly agreed to the 
Bargain. They took out of her thirty Casks of 
Brandy, five Hogfoeads of Wine, feveral Pieces of 
Chintzes, and other valuable Goods, and about 70 /. 
Englijh, in Money • of which Lowther generoully re- 
turn’d live Pounds back to the French Maher for his 
Civilities. 

But as all Conftitutions grow old, and thereby 
foake and totter, fo did our Commonwealth in 
about a Month of its Age, feel Commotions and in* 
tehine Dihurbances, by the DivihonS of its Mem- 
bers, which had near hand terminated in its De- 
ftruftion • thefe civil Difcords were owing to 
the following Occafion. Captain Maffey had been 
a Soldier almoft from his Infancy, but was but very 
indifferently acquainted with Maritime Affairs, and 
having an enterprizing Soul, nothing would fatisfy 
him, but he muff be doing Buftnefs in his own 
Way, therefore he required Lowther to let him have 
thirty Hands land with, and he would attack 

Z the 





Hi LJIP 

IIP* 


I 


the French Settlements, and bring aboard the Devil 
and all of Plunder. 

Lowthcr did all that he could do, and faid all 
that he could fay, to dilfwad e Majfey from fo rafh 
and dangerous an Attempt pointing out to him 
the Hazard the Company would run, and the Con- 
fequenees to them all, if he fhould not fucceed, and 
the little Likelihood there was to expeft Succefs 
from the Undertaking : But ’fwas all one for that, 
Majfey would go and attack the French Settlements, 
for any thing Lowthcr could lay again!! it , fo that 
he was obliged to propofe the Matter to the Com- 
pany, among whom Majfey found a few Fellows 
as refolute as himfelf , however, a great Majori- 
ty being againft it, the Affair was over-ruled in 
Oppofftion , to Captain Majfey , notwithftanding 
which , Majfey grew fraftious, quarrelled with 


Lowthe r 2 and the Men divided into Parties, lome 
fiding with the Land Pyrate, and lome with the 
Sea Rover, and were all ready to fall together by 
the Ears, when the Man at the Mail-Head cry’d 
out, A Sail ! A Sail! then they gave over the Dif- 
pute, fet all their Sails, and fleered after the Chace. 
In a few Hours they came up with her, Ihe being 
a Imall Ship from Jamaica, bound to England , they 
took what they thought fit out of her, and a Hand 
or two, and then Lowther was for finking the Ship, 
with leveral Paffengers that were in her, for what 
Reafon I know not, but Majfey fo that he interpofed, 
prevented their cruel Fate, and the Ship fafely ar- 
rived afterwards in England. 

The next Day they took a fmall Sloop, an 
interloping Trader, which they detain’d with her. 
Cargo. All this while Majfey was unealy, and de- 
clar’d his Refolution to leave them, and Lowthcr 
finding him a very troublelome Man to deal with, 
conferred that he fliould take the Sloop, laft made 
Prize of, with what Hands had a Mind to go 

with 


Of opt. George Lowther < 355 

with him, and fhift for himfelf. Whereupon Majfey, 
wiS about ten more Malecontents goes aboa.d 
the Sloop, and comes away in her direffly loi Ja- 

m ‘ Notwithftanding what had paffed, Captain Majfey 

puts a bold Face upon the Matter, and goes to S,r 

Nichole* Laws, the Governor, informs 

leaving Lowthcr the Pyrate, owns That he 

going off with the Ship , at the Gambia , .but to* , 

Jrvas . to. fave fo Many of his Majefiy s 

-, and that his Defign was to return to England, but 

L.owther confpiring with the greater Part of the Company, 

■went a pyrating tenth the Ship, and that he 

Opportunity to leave him, and furrender himfelf and Feff 

fcl to his Excellency. 

Majfey was very well received by the Governor, 
and had his Liberty given h,m with a Promife of 
his Favour, and fo forth and at his own Re- 
quell, he was fent on Board the Happy 'Sloop, Cap- 
tain Laws, to cruile off Hf pamcla, for Lowther ; 
but not being lb fortunate as to meet with him. 
Captain Majfey returned back to Jamaica in the 
Sloop, and getting a Certificate, and a Supply of 
Money, from the Governor, he came home Palfen- 

ger to England. < . 

When Majfey came to Town, he writes a long 

Letter to the Deputy Governor and Direaois of 
the African Company, wherein he imprudently re- 
lates the whole Tranfafilions of his Voyage, the 
going off with the Ship, .and the Affs of Pyracy he 
had committed with Lowthcr, but excufes it as 
Rafhnols and Inadvertency in himfelf, occaficned by 
his being ill ufed, contrary to the Promiffs that had 
been made him, and the Exudations he had en- 
tertained-, but own’d, that hedelerved to dye for 
what.he had done > ,yet, if they had Generality 
fenough to forgive him, as he wasffill capable to 
do them Service, as a Sold.er, fohe fhould be ve- 

1 i ry 
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ry ready to do it , but if they refolved to profecute 
him, he begg’d only this Favour, that he might 
not be hang’d like a Dog, but to die like a Soldier, 
as he had been bred from his Childhood, that is, 
that he might be ihot. 

This was the Subftance of the Letter, which, 
however, did not produce fo favourable an Anfwer 
as he hoped for, Word being brought back to 
h’m, That he Jhould he fairly hangd. Whereupon, 
Maffcy refolved not to be out of the Way, when 
he found what important Occafkm there was like- 
ly to be for him, but takes a Lodging in Alderfgate- 
Street , the next Day went to the Lord Chief Juftice’s 
Chambers, and enquired, if my Lord had granted 
a Warrant againft Captain John Majfey , for Pyracy : 
Tut being told by the Clerks, that they knew of 
no fuch Thing • he informed them, he was the 
Man, that my Lord would foon beapply’d to for 
that Purpofe, and the Officer might come to him 
at fuch a Place, where he lodg’d : They took the 
Direftions in Writing, and, in a few Days, a War- 
rant being iffued, the Tipftaff went direftly, by 
his own Information, and apprehended him, with- 
out any other Trouble, than walking to his 
Lodging. 

There was then no Perlon in Town to charge 
him with any Faff, upon which he could be com- 
mitted nor could the Letter be proved to be of 
his Hand-Writing, fo that they had been obliged 
to let him go again, if he had not helped his Ac- 
cufers out at Pinch : The Magiftrate was reduced 
to the putting of this Queftion to him, Did you write 
this Letter ? He anfwered, He did : And not only 
that, but confeffed all the Contents of it •, upon 
which, he was committed to Newgate, but was af- 
terwards admitted to a hundred Pounds Bail, or 
thereabouts. 


On 
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On the ? th of July 1723. , he ^TrtiteOld- 

Tryal, at a Court of Admiral y^^ Whit „ c f s 

Baily , when Captain . uff , p ces , by whom 
Son, and others, a PP e ^ . ed againft him 5 

the Indi&ment vv S P n f y P the Captain was of 
which, if it S/ h ave deny’d 

fuch an heroick Spirit, Defence, he on- 

nothing •, .0“ KarWtive of 

ly entertained the Co r ■ „ 0 ut to his Re- 
ins Expedition, from t _e two A&s* of Pyracy 

turn to ^ ^Xh! was not charged with, 

committed by him, Pv : de ,-, ces to contradict him, 
often challenging t B. ^ leaft Syllable of an 

if in any Thing he re . , - tbe Crimes let 

Untruth ; and f , “X * d hhnftlf with 

forth in the Indi&m * > , fi xed tbe p a fts more 

various Circumftances, ' t h e Captain 

home upon him Dpon.;he of ^ 

3 ™ n eJ.tJ’thr e e Weeks after, at £««;- 

We ^return -now ^ 

fing off Hifpaniola, ‘ c h a f e d two Sail, and fpoke 
ward, and, near Fern * ^ > be a fmall Briftol Ship, 

with them ; they proving^ ^ a ^ Pyrate> 

commanded by Cap < - d ship- Lowt her exarm- 

who had made Pi i^e Por taking an EngliJIi 

nedinto the Spaniard « Author^ Man b ofthe 4 C J 0 
Veffel, and threaded to put e y fanded 

death for fo Condition, till 

them lei ves to be in VI found t j ie i r Matters 
Matters clearedup, < > from whom fome 

as great Rogues as , - n re g ard t o the near 
Mercy might be expe&i , thek Profer _ 

Relation they flood w r ;fl e d, and then burnt 

fion in Ihort, Lowt e- miards away in their 

both the Ships, lending the Spawaras y 
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Launch, and turning all the Enehjh Sailors into 
Pyrates. 

After a few Days Gruile, Lowther took a fmall 
Sloop belonging to St. Christophers, which they 
mann’d and carried along with them to, a fmail 
Wand, where they cleaned, and flay’d tome Time 
to take their Diverfions, which conflfted in un- 
heard of Debaucheries, with drinking, fwe'aring 
and rioting, in which there feemed to be a kind 
pfEmulation among them, refembling rather Devils 
than Men, flriving who Would out do one another 
in new invented Qat}rs and Execrations. 

They all got aboard about Chrifrmas, obferving 
neither Times nor Seafons, lor perpetrating their 
villainous Actions, apd failed towards the Bay of 
Honduras ; but flopping at the Grand Cairnanes for 
Water, they met. with a fmall Veffel with 13 
Thuds, in tbe fame honourable Employment with 
themfelv.es; the Captain of this Gang was one 
Edward Lovoe, whom we fhall particularly difcourfe 
of ip a Chapter by it ielf : Lowther received them 
as Friends, and treated them with all imaginable 
Refpefl, inviting them, as they were few in Num- 
ber, and in no Condition to purfue the Account, 
(as they called it) to join their Strength together, 
which on the Confideration aforefaid, was accepted 
of, Lowther flill continuing Commander, and Lowe 
was made Lieutenant : The Veffel the new Pyrates 
came out qf, they funk, and the Confederates proceed 
on the Voyage as Lowther before intended. 

The 1 oth of janu/ary, the Pyrates came into the 
Bay, and fell upon a Ship of 200 Tun, called the 
Greyhound, Benjamin Edwards Commander, belong- 
ing to Boflotj. Lowther hoifted his pyratical Co- 
lours, and fired a Gun for the Greyhound to bring to, 
which flie refilling, the Happy Delivery (the Name 
m the Py rate ) edg’d down, and gave her a Broad- 
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fide, which was returned by 

bravely, and the Engagemen tooftron ’ 

but Captain Edwards, Bndi g i ^ 0 f too ob- 

for him, and fearing the C q . , p Fellows, 

flinate a Reflftance again 1 ° ^ ‘ yhe Pyrates 
ordered his Enfign to be ' , , shin but 

Boat tame abrard, and 0^ J n id’ncr, 

« - ** and then 
fe S^the^.th 5 ^ 2 o^ 

veral other VefTels withm ^ t ’ ne of 

two Brigantines of Bojton nr 1 x ci 00o 

baS tod tt d, Malr V thaf They took 

a Sloop of iqo Ton, belonging to Rhode JJland , 
ivhich P they were pleafed to keep and mount 

wi wk&uSi a fi^ Z AdS^S 

Mate , ^ 

& a"a 

Tender; I fay, with this Fleet the Pyrates left 
the Bay ^ and came to Port Mayo in theGulph of 
,5 Bay ’ there made Preparations to careen 
Manque, a the ; r Sails, and made Tents 

byThTwater-Side, wherein they laid their Plunder, 
Stores cS and fell to work; and at the Time 
-w ZlJ Shins were upon the Heel, and the good 
Folks employ’d in heavhrg down, ferubing, tallow-' 
. f f Z rf . h . of a fudden came down a conli- 

and attach’d the P,- 
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rates unprepared. As they were in no Condition 
to defend themfelves, they fled to their Sloops, lea- 
ving them Matters of the Field and the Spoil thereof 
which was of great Value, and fet Fire to the Hap - 
fy Delivery, their capital Ship. 

Lowther made the beft Provifion he could in the 
largeft Sloop, which he called the Ranger, having 
ten Guns and eight Swivels, and Are failing beft, the 
Company went all aboard of her, gnd left the other 
at Sea. Provifions was now very ftiort, which, 
with the late Lofs, put them in a confounded ill 
Humour, infomuch that they were every now and 
then going together by the Ears, laying the Blame 
of their ill Conduct fometimes upon one, then up- 
on another. * 

The Beginning of May 1722, they got to the 
Weft-Indies, and near the Ifland of Difeada, took 
a Brigantine, one Payne Matter, that afforded them 
what they flood in need of, which put them 
in better Temper, and Bufinefs feemed to go on 
well again. After they had pretty well plundered 
the Brigantine, they fent her to the Bottom. They 
went into the Ifland and watered, and then flood 
to the Northward, intending to vifit the Main-Coaft 
of America. 

In the Latitude of 38, they, took a Brigantine 
called the Rebecca of Bijlon, Captain Smith, bound 
thither from St. Chriftophers. At the taking of this 
Veifel,. the Crews divided ; for Low, whom Hn?- 
ther joined at the Grand Caimanes, proving always a 
very unruly Member of the Commonwealth, al- 
ways afpiring, and never fatisfy’d with the Pro- 
ceedings of the Commander ; he thought it the 
fafeft Way to get rid of him, upon any Terms ; 
and according to the Vote of the Company, they 
parted the Bear Skin between them : Low with 44 
Hands went aboard the Brigantine, and Lowther 

with 
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with the fame Number flay’d in the Sloop, and 
feparated that very Night, being the 28th of 

Lowther proceeding on his Way to the Mam- 
Coaft, took three or four fifhing Veffels o&New-Tork, 
which was no great Booty to the Captors. The 3d 
of June, they met with a fmafl Nm-EngUnd. Ship, 
bound home from Barbadoes, which flood an Attack 
a fmall Time, but finding it to no Purpofe, yielded 
herfelf a Prey to the Booters : The Pyrates took 
out of her fourteen Hogflieads of Rum, fix Barrels 
of Sugar, a large Box of Englijh Goods, feverai 
Casks of Loaf Sugar, a confiderable Quantity of 
Pepper, fix Negroes, befides a Sum of Money and 
Plate, and then let her go on her Voyage. 

The next Adventure was not fo fortunate for 
them, for coming pretty near the Coaft of South - 
Carolina, they met with a Ship juft come out, on 
her Voyage to England Lowther gave her a Gun, 
and hoifted his pyratical Colours; but this Ship, 
which was called' the Amy, happening to have a 
brave gallant Man to command hei, who was not 
any ways daunted with that tenible Enfign, tire 
black Flag, he infteadof ftriking immediately, as 
’twas expected, let fly a'Broadfide at the Py rate. Low- 
ther (not at all pleaied with the Compliment, tho’ 
he put up with it for the prefent) was for taking 
Leave ; but the Amy getting the Pyrate between 
her and the Shore, flood after him to clap him 
aboard ; to prevent which, Lowther. run the Sloop 
a-ground, and landed all the Men with their Arms. 
Captain Grvatkins, the Captain of the Am)', was 
obliged to ftand off, for fear of running his own 
Ship alhore ; but at the fame Time thought fit 
for the publick Good, to deftroy the Enemy ; and 
thereupon went into the Boat, and rowed towards 
the Sloop, in order to fet her on Fire ; but before 
he reached the Vellel, a fatal Shot from Lowther 1 s 

Company 
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Company alhor'e, put an End" to their Defign and 
Captain Gwatkift s Life. After this unfortunate 
Blow, the Mate returned aboard with the Boat, 
and not being enclined topurfiie them. any farther, 
took Charge of the Ship. 

! Lowther got off the Sloop after the Departure of 
the Amy, and brought all his Men aboard again, 
but was in a poor fluttered Condition, having Buf- 
fered much in ; the Engagement,' and had a great 
mtay Men kill’d and wounded : He made Shift to 
get into an Inlet fomewhere in North-Carolina, where 
he ftaid a I6ng while before he was able to put to’ 
Sea again. 

; "He. and his Cfew laid’ up all the Winter, and, 
fhilted as well a's they could amopg the Woods, 
divided themlelves into fmall Parties, and hunted 
generally in the Day Times, killing of black Cat- 
tle, Hogs, &c. for ; their Subfiftance, and - in the 
height r etired to their Tents and Huts, which they; 
shade for Lodging - and fometimes when the Wea- 
ther-grew very cold, they would flay aboard o£ 
their Sloop. 1 

In'the Spring of the Year 1 723, they made Shift 
to get to Sea, and fleered their Courfe for New- 
foundland, and upon the Banks took a Scooner, call’d 
the Swift, 'John Hood Matter; they found a good 
Quantity of Provisions aboard her, which they 
very much wanted : at that Time, and after taking 
three of their Hands, and plundering her of what 
they thought fit, they let her depart. They took 
leveral other VefTels upon the Banks, and in the 
Harbour, but none of any great Account ; and 
then fleering for a warmer Climate, in Auguft arri- 
ved at the Weft-Indies. In their Paffage thither, 
they met with a Brigantine, called the John and Eli- 
zabeth, Richard St army Matter, bound for Bofton , 
which they plundered, took two of hpr Men, and 
difcharged her. 


Lowther 
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Lowther cruife’d a pretty while among the Blands 
without any extraordinary Succefs and was redu- 
ced to a very fmall Allowance ot Provifions till 
they had the jack to fall m with a- Mawmco Man 
which proved. a feafonable Relief to them, and 
after that, a Gmney Man had . the ill Fortune tpbe- 
' come a Prey to the Rovers ; fire was called the Pm 
cefs, Captain Wickfted Commander. 

it was now thought necelfary to look out Tm J 
Place to clean thnir Sloop in, and prepare foi new 
Adventures: Accordingly the Ifland of 
pitched upon for that Purpofe, which hes jnfhe 
Latitude of n° 50 m. N. about 3° Leagues from 
the Main of the Sfanift America,, between the Ifland? 
of Margarita and Rocas, and not far 
a low even Ifland, but healthy and dry, umnhaby 
ted, -and about two Leagues in Circumference 
Plenty of Lignum Vit* Trees thereon growing 
in Spots, with fhrubby Bulhes of odier Wood about 
them. There are, befides Turtle, great Numbe s of 
Guanoes, which is.an amphibious C ‘ n Cat ; ur J lke ^ 
Lizard, but much larger, the Body ot it being as 
big as a Man’s Leg ; they are very good to eat, 
•and are much ufed by the Pyrares that come here : 
They are of divers Colours, but fuch as live upon 
dry Ground, as here at Blanco, are commonly yel- 
low. On the N. W. End of this Ifland, there is 
a fmall Cove or fandy Bay, all roimd h reft of 
the Ittand is deep Water, and fteep dole to the 
Ifland. Here Lowther reforted to, the Beginning 
.of October laft, unrigged his Sloop, font his Guns, 
Sails Rinsing, &c. afhore, and put his VelTel upon 
the Careen. The Eagle Sloop of Barbados, belong- 
ing to the South-Sea Company, with 35 c ° m ' 

manded by Walter Moore, coming near this Ittand 
in her Voyage to Comeya, on the Swift Continent, 
faw the faid Sloop juft careen d, with her Guns ouj, 
and Sails unbent, which fhe fuppofed to be a Py rate. 
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becaufe it was a Place where Traders did not com- 
monly ufe, fo took the Advantage of attacking 
her, as fhe was then unprepared the Eagle having 
iired a Gun to oblige her to ihew her Colours, the 
Pyrate hoifted the St. George's Flag at their Topmaft- 
Head, as it were to bid Defiance to her •, but when 
they found Moore and his Crew refolved to board 
them in good earneft, the Pyrates cut their Cable 
and haw led their Stern on Shore, which obliged 
the Eagle to come to an Anchor a-thwart their 
Hawle, where fhe engaged them till they called 
for Quarter and ftruck ; at which Time Lowther 
and twelve of the Crew made their Efcape out of 
the Cabin Window. The Mafler of the Eagle got 
the Pyrate Sloop off, fecured her, and went 
afhore with 25 Hands, in Purfuit of Lowther and his 
Gang ; but after five Day’s fearch, they could find 
but five of them, which they brought aboard, 
and then proceeded with the Sloop and Pyrates to 
Cornelia, aforefaid, where they loon arrived. 

The Span ifi Governor being informed of this 
brave A&ion, condemned the Sloop to the Captors 
and fent a fmall Sloop with 23 Hands to fcower 
the Bullies and other Places of thelflandof Blanco , 
for the Pyrates that remained there, and took four 
more, with leven fmall Arms, leaving behind them 
Captain Lowther , three Men, and a little Boy, which 
they could not take- the above four the Spaniards 
try’d and condemned to Slavery for Life ; three to 
the Gallies, and the other to the Caftle of Ar - 
ran a. 

The Eagle Sloop brought all their Prifoners af- 
terwards to St. Chriftopher's, where the following 
were try’d by a Court of Vice Admiralty, there 
held March the nth, 1722, viz.. John Churchill , 
Edward MacUonald, Nicholas Lewis, Richard Weft 
Sam. Lcvcrcott , Robert White, John Shaw, Andrew Hun- 
ter, Jonathan Delve , Matthew Freebarn , Henry Wat- 
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pardoned ^ and the reft executed at that liland, oh 

the 20th of the fame Month.. after- 

As for Captain Lowther , it is ^ that J 6 ft re 
wards fhot himfelf upon 

hisPyracies ended, being found, by feme Sloops 
Men, dead, and a PiftoL burft by hrs Side. 



And his Cre 


w. 


E Edward Low was born in Weflminfter , and had 
his Education there, fuch as it was, for he 
could neither write or read. Nature feem’d 
to have defigned him for a Pyrate from his Child- 
hood, for very early he began the Trade of plun- 
dering, and was wont to raife Contributions among 
all the Boys of Wcflminfter ; and if any were bold 
enough to refufe it, a Battle was the Confequence ; 
but Low was fo hardy, as well as bold, there was 
no getting the better of hiih, fo that he robbed 
the Youths of their Farthings, with Impunity ; 
when he grew bigger he took to Gaming in a low 
Way, for it was commonly among the Footmen 
in the Lobby of the Houle of Commons, where he 
uled to play the whole Game, (as they term it,) 
that is, cheat all he could, and thole who pretended 
to difpute it with him, muft fight him. 

The Virtues of fome of his Family were equal 
to his •, one of his Brothers was a Youth of Genius, 
when he was but feven Years old, he ufed to be 
carried in a Basket, upon a Porter’s Back, into a 
Crowd,, and lhatch Hats and Wigs ; According to 

the 
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the exaft Chronology of Newgate, he was s the firft 
who pradifed this ingenious Trick. Alter this, 
he applied himfelf to picking of Pockets •, when 
he increafed in Strength, he _ attempted grjter 
Thing 0 fuch as Houfe-breakmg, ( ire. But after 
he had run a fhort Race, he had the Misfortune of 
ending his Days at Tyburn, in Company with Sf fb n 
Lw, and the celebrated^ Hall the Chunney- 

» return to Ned, when he came to Man’s 
Eftate, at his eldeft Brother’s Defire, he went to 
Sea with him, and fo continued for thiee or four 
Years, and then parted ; and Ned work’d m a Rig- 
ging-Houf* in Boflon in New-EngUnd,^ a while. 
About fix Years ago, he took home to^- 

/.W to fee his Mother, who is yet Liani;,. H s 
Stay was not ionghere ; 

Friends and Acquaintance, for the laft .Time he 
ihould fee them ; for fo he was pleafed to fay he 
returned to Boflon, and work’d a Year or two lon- 
ger S t he Rigging Bufinefs. But being too apt to 
difagree with his Matters, he left them, and fhipp d 
himfelf in ,a Sloop that was bound to the Bay of 

ll °\Vhen the Sloop arrived in the Bay, Ned Low 
was appointed Patron of the Boat, which was em- 
ploy’d in cutting of Logwood, and bringing it 
aboard to lade the Ship •, for ^hat is the Commo 
dity they make the Voyage for : In the Boat weie 
twelve Men befides Low, who all go arm d, be- 
caufe of the Spaniards, from whom this Logvvood 
is but little better than hole. It happened that 
the Boat one Day came aboard juft before Dinner 
was ready and Low defired that they might ftay and 
Dine- but the Captain, being in a Hurry for his 
Lading, ordered them a Bottle ofRum, -to 
take t’other Trip, becaufe no Tune 1 fhould be loft : 
This provoked the. Boat’s Crew, but particularly 
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Low, who takes up a loaded Mufquet and fires at 
the Captain, but miffing him, ffiot another poor 
Fellow thro’ the Head, then put off the Boat, and 
frith his twelve Companions goes to Sea : The 
next Day they took a fmall Veffel, and go in her, 
make a black Flag, and declare War againft all the 
World. 

They then proceeded to the I Hand of the Grand 
Caimanes, intending to have fitted up their imall 
Veffel, and prepare themfelves as well as their Cir- 
cumftances would permit, for their honourable 
Employment; but falling in Company with George 
Lowther , another Pyrate there, who paying his Com- 
pliments to Low, as great Folks do to one another 
when they meet, and offering himfeif as an Ally ; 
Low accepted of the Terms, and fo the Treaty was 
prefently fign’d without Plenipo’s or any other For- 
malities. 

We have already given an Account of their joynt 
Pyracies, under Lowther as chief Commander, till 
the 2,8th of May, 1722, when they took a Bri- 
gantine of Bofton, bound thither from St. Chriflo- 
phers, at which Time they parted, and Edward Low 
went into the Brigantine, with forty four others, 
who chofe him their Captain: They took with 
them two Guns, four Swivels, fix Quarter-Casks 
of Powder, Provifions and fome Stores, and fo left 
Lowther to profecute his Adventures, with the Men 
he had left. 

Their firft Adventure in the Brigantine, was on 
Sunday the 3d Day of June, when they took a Vef. 
fel belonging to Amboy , John Hance Mafter, whom 
he rifled of his Provifions, and let go ; the fame 
Day he met with a Sloop, James Catquhoon Mafter, 
off of Rhode Ifland, bound into that Port, whom he 
firft plundered, and then cut away his Boltfprit, 
and all his Rigging, alfo his Sails from the Yards, 
and wounded the Mafter, to prevent his getting 
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in to give Intelligence, and then flood away to the 
South-Eaftward, with all the Sail he could ma^e, 

there being then but little Wind. _ 

Low judged right in making fail from the Coaft, 
for a longer flay had proved fatal to him, for 
not w ithftan ding the difabled Condition he had 
rendered the Sloop in, flie made flu t to iff 1 0 
Block Ifland , at 12 o’Clock that Night, and imme- 
diately diipatched a Whale-Boat to Rhode Ifland, 
which got thither by (even the next Morning, with 
an Account of the Pyrate, his Force, and what 
had happened to him : As loon as the Governor 

had received this Information, he ordered a Dium 
to beat up for Volunteers, and two of the bell 
Sloops then in the Harbour, to be fitted out . He 
gave Comtniffions to one Captain John Headland, 
and Captain John Brown, jun. for ten Days ; the 
former had eight Guns and two Swivels, and the 
latter fix Guns, well fitted with Imall Arms, and 
in both Sloops 140 flout Fellows; all this was 
performed with lb much Expedition, that before 
Sun-fet, they tfere under Sail, turning out of the 
Harbour, at the fame Time the Pyrate was feen 
from Block Ifland , which gave great Hopes that the 
Sloops would be Mailers of her the next Day, which 
however did not happen, for the Sloops returned in- 
to Harbour iome Days aftei wards, without io much 
as feeing their Enemy. 

After this Efcape, Captain Low, went into Port, 
upon the Coafl, for he had not treffi Water enough 
to run to the Ifland?, where he ftaid a few Days, 
getting Provifions and what Neceffaries the Crew 
wanted, and then failed for Purchale, (as they call 
it) fleering their Courfe towards Marblehead. 

About "the 12th of July, the Brigantine failed 
fnto the Harbour of Port Rofemary, and there found 
thirteen Ships and Veffels, but none of Force, at 
Anchor they ipread their black Fiag, and ran m 
A a among 
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among them •, Low telling them from the Brigan- 
tine, they fhould have no Quarters if they re- 
fitted •, in the mean Time they mann’d and arm’d 
their Boat, and took PoiTettion of every one of 
them, plundered them of what they thought fit, 
and converted one to their own Ufe, viz., a Scoo- 
ner of 80 Tuns, aboard of which they put io Car- 
riage Guns, and 50 Men, and Low himfelf went 
Captain, and nam’d her the Fancy, making one 
Charles Harris , (who was at firft forced into their 
Service out of the Greyhound of Bofton, by Low t her, 
of which Ship Harris was fecond Mate) Captain of 
the Brigantine : Out of thefe Veffels they took feve- 
ral Hands, and encreafed the Company to 80 Men, 
who all figned the Articles, fome willingly, and 
a few perhaps by Force, and fo failed away from 

Marblehead. 

Some Time after this, they met with two Sloops 
bound for Bofton, with Provifions for the Garrifon, 
and the Scooner coming up firft, attacked them, 
but there happening to be an Officer and fome Sol- 
diers on Board, who gave them a warm Reception, 
Low chofe to ftay till he Ihould be joyned by the 
Brigantine *, in the mean while the Sloops made 
the beftof their Way, and the Pyrates gave them 
Chace two Days, and at laft loft fight of them in 
& Fog. 

They now fleered for the Leeward Iflands, hut 
in their Voyage met with fuch a Hurricane of 
Wind, that the like had not been known -, the 
Sea ran Mountains highland feemed to threaten 
them every Moment with Deftruftion •, it was no 
Time now to look out for Plunder, but to fave 
themfelves, if poffible, from perifhing. All Hands 
were continually employed Night, and Day, on 
Board the Brigantine, and all little enough, for 
the Waves went over her, fo that they were forced 
to keep the pump conftantly going, befides baling 

. tt*- . sti itn 
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with Buckets • but finding themfelves not able to 
keep her free, and feeing the utmoft Danger before 
their Eyes, they turn’d to the Takle, and homed out 
their Provifions, and other heavy Goods, and thi e\v 
them over-board, with fix of their Guns, lo that 
by lightening the VelTel, ihe might rife to the Top 
of the Sea with the Waves : They were alio going 
to cut away their Maft but confidering how dan- 
gerous it would be, to be left in fuch a Condition, 
they refolved to delay it to the laft, which was 
Prudence in them to do •, for a Ship without Malts 
or Sails, lies like a Log upon the Water, and if at- 
tack’d, mult fight with Difadvantage, the woikmg 
of her being the moft artful Part .of the Engage- 
ment, becaule the may foraetimes bring all her great 
Guns on one Side, to bear upon hei Enemy, when 

the difa bled Ship can do little or nothing. 

But to proceed ■, by their throwing over-board 
the heavy Good?, the VelTel made confiderable lefs 
Water, and they could keep it under with the 
Pump only, which gave them Hopes and new Lue j 
fo that inftead of cutting all away, they took ne- 
ceffary Meafures to fecure the Maft, by making 
Preventor-Shrowds, &c. and then wore and lay too 
upon the other Tack, till the Storm was over. The 
Scooner made fomewhat better Weather of it, of 
the two, but was pretty roughly handled not- 
withftanding, having fplit her Main-fail, fprung 
her Boltfprit, and cut her Anchors from her 
Bows. The Brigantine by running away to Lee- 
yard, when Hie wore upon the Larboaid Tack, had 
loft Sight of the Scooner ; but not knowing whe- 
ther fhe might be fafe or not as foon as the Wind 
abated, Ihe fet her , Main-Sail and Top-Sail, and 
made fhort Trips to Windward-, and the next 
Day had the good Fortune to come in Sight of 
their Confort, who, upon a Signal, which the other 
■ knew, bore down to her, and the Crew were over- 
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joy’d to meet again, after fuch ill Treatment from 
the Winds and Seas. 

After the Storm, Low got.fafe to a fmall Hland, 
one of the W eathermoft of the Caribbees, and there 
fitted their Veffels, as well as the Place could af- 
ford; they got Provifions of the Natives, in ex- 
change for Goods of their own ; and as fbon as 
the Brigantine was ready, ’twas judg’d neceifary 
to take a flrort Cruize, and leave the Scooner in 
the Harbour till her Return. The Brigantine 
fail’d out accordingly, and had not been out many 
Days before they met a Ship at Sea, that had loft 
all her Mails ; on Board of whom they went, and 
took from her in Money and Goods, to the Value 
of iooo /. and fo left her in the Condition they 
found her: This Ship was bound home from Bar- 
badoes, but lofmg her Mails in the late Storm, was 
making for Antegoa , to refit, where Ihe afterwards 
arriv’d. 

The Storm juft fpoken of, was found to have 
done incredible Damage in thofe Parts of the 
World ; but however, it appear’d to have been more 
violent at Jamaica, both to the liland and Shipping, 
there was fuch a prodigious Swell of the Sea, that 
feveral hundred Tuns of Stones and Rocks, were 
thrown ever the Wall of the Town of Port Royal, and 
the Town it folf was overflowed, and above half 
deftroy’d, there being the next Morning five Foot 
Water from one End to the other ; the Cannon of 
Fort Charles were difmounted, and fome waflred 
into the Sea, and four hundred People loft their 
Lives; a more melancholly Sight was fcarce ever 
feeii when the Water ebb’d away, all the Streets 
being covered with Ruins of Houfos, Wrecks of 
Velfels, and a great Number of dead Bodies, for 
forty Sail of Ships, in the Harbour, were caft 
away. 


The 
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The Brigantine return’d to the Bland, '‘--here 
fhe had left the Scooner, who being ready to fad, 
it was put to the Vote of the Company, whac 
Voyage to take next; and herein they follow d the 
Advice of the Captain, who thought u not advis- 
able to go any farther to Leeward, became of t 
Men of War who were entiling intheirfe J^ 
Stations, which they were not at all fond of meet- 
ing, and therefore it was agreed to go to the Jut", 

or Weftern Iflands. , „ , • 

The latter End of filly, Low took a French ohip 
of 3 + Guns, and carried her along with him to the 
Azores. He came into St. Ah chad s Road the 
3 d of Auouft, and took feven Sad that weie lying 
there, vit the Nofire Dame, Mere de D,», Captam 
Roach Commander; the Dove, Capt. Cox ; ,1m Rifi 
Pink, formerly a Man of War, Capt. ; ano- 

ther Englifh Ship, Capt. Chandler ; and ^ three o.uer 
Velfels. He threatened, all with prefent Death who 
refilled, which ftruck fuch a Terror to them that 
they yielded themfelv.es up a Prey to the Viliams, 

without firing a Gun, £■ 

The Pyrates being in great Want of W ater and 
freflr Provifions, Low lent to the Governor ot St. 
Michael’s for a Supply, and promifed upon that 
Condition to releale the Ships he had taken, ut 
other wife to burn them all ; which Demand the 
Governor thought it not prudent to refofe but 
font the Provifion he required, u P on J- vh ^ ^ ^ re ' 
leafed fix of the Ships, f after he had plundered 
them of what he thought fit,) and the other 
the Rofe Pink, was made a Pyrate Ship, which 
Low hlmfelf took the Command of. 

The Pyrates took fovera of the Gunstout oft : e 
French Ship, and mounted them aboard the Rofe 
which proved very fit for their Turn, and con- 
demned the former to the Flames. They took aH 
the Crew out of .her, but the Coox, who, they ft d 
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being a greazy Fellow would fry well in the Fire ; 
fo the poor Man was bound to the Main-Maft, and 
burnt in the Ship, to the no fmall Diverfion of Loxo 
and his Mirmidons. 

Low ordered the Scooner to lye in the Fare be- 
tween St. Michael's and St. Mary’s, where, about 
the 20th of Augufi, Captain Carter in the Wright 
Galley, had the ill Fortune to come in her Way •, 
and becaufe at firft they fhewed Inclinations to de- 
fend themlelves, and what they had, the Pyrates 
cut and mangled them in a barbarous Manner • par- 
ticularly fome Portuguefe Pailengers, two of which 
being Friers, they triced up at each Arm of the 
Fore-Yard, but let them down again before they 
were quite dead, and this they repeated feveral 
Times out of Sport.' 

Another Portuguefe, who was alfo Captain Car- 
ter's Paffenger, putting on a forrowful Counte- 
nance at what he faw afted, one of this vile Crew 
attacked him upon the Deck, faying, he did not 
like his Looks , and thereupon gave him one Blow 
a-crofs his Belly with his Cutlafh, that cut out his 
Bowels, and he fell-tioWn dead without fpeaking 
a Word. At the fariie Time another of thele 
Hogues cutting at a Prifoner, milled his Mark, 
and Captain Low handing in his Way, very oppor- 
tunely received the Stroke upon his under Jaw, 
which laid the Teeth bare •, upon this the Surgeon 
was called, who immediately hitched up the 
Wound, but Low finding fault with the Operation, 
the Surgeon being tollerably drunk, as it wascuho- 
mary for every Body to be, hruck Low fuch a Blow 
with his Fih, that broke out all the Stitches, and 
then bid him few up his Chops himfelf and be 
damned, fo that Low made a very pitiful Figure 
for fome Time after. 

When they had plundered Captain Carter's Ship, 
feveral of them were for burning her, as they had 

done 
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.done the French “e^Cables, Rigging 

“^^e!;LyUfth-totheM«c y of 

the Sea. tbev heered for the 

After thefe Depiedat » J tber Booty, they 
Bland of Madera, where miifi g ■ ™ ^ Mea 

took up With a Fifhing-Boa^ with two ^ 

and a Boy in one of which ^ FIag Qf 

Board, but lent the W uer of the Gover- 

Truce, demapdinga Boa ^ ^ Mards Li f e , 

nor, on Pain of tak, " s at the Yard-Arm, 

whom they threaten ^ t T j[j be ; ng complied 
upon their refufal , bu bly r as t he Pyrates 

with, the old Man ^.^Tre much handsomer 
lay) dilcharged, and alUhe ^ From this 
c loathed than when the^y but meeting 

Hland they faded t cont inued their Courle 

with no Prey ’.hands and at Bonavifta, took 
for the Cape de Werd u < Merchant, Captain Coni- 
cs Ship called the „ t Q ua ntity of 

*'t. Iron whom oo Stans of Brandy. 

Prpvifions and dry Goo , 3 _ yard and Haw- 

two Guns and Carnage^ and » ^ wou ld not 
fers, befides fix of h* - ’ g jyr ic holas, but obli- 

Jet them Trad, here “or st » „«h. 

ged Captain Goulding to go w. 

Ide (if ■ k am0 n S thefe Hands, a Ship 

The Py rate alio t0 ° Ka , Co ^ m ander-, two Portu- 
belonging to & a fmall Engl ft Sloop 

guefe Sloops bound for „ boun d t o Sand a 

trading there, 7*“"^ p rom St. Thomas bound to 
Crux, and three i,ioo P were paly, Staples and 
Cura/o, the Maflers N lundered) an d then let 
Simfhns, all which tn y P Sloop which 

go about their Bufnaeft, except pur ^ 

they fitted up for the tbe above mentioned 

Low had ^‘rmJllGallies were expected every 
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Day at the We fern Iflands. viz., the Greyhound, Cap- 
tain Clgfs, and the Jol'jf, Captain Aram ; the for- 
mer of which was d'eiigned to be fitted for the 
pyratical Trade to Brafll, if Things had happened 
to their Minds. They maiin'd the Sloop, and fenc 
her inQueft of one or both of thefe Ships to the 
Wcflem Iflands aforefaid, whilft they carreen’d their 
Ship Rofe , at one of the Cape de Ferds : But now For- 
tune that had hitherto been fo propitious to them, 
left her Minions, and baffled for the prefent all 
their Hopes, for the Sloop miffing of their Prey, 
was reduced to great Neceffities for want of Pro- 
vifions and Water, fo that they ventured to go 
afhore at St. Michael's for a Supply, and pals for a 
Trader ■, but they play’d their Parts fo aukwardly, 
that they were fufpefted by the Governor to be 
what they really were, and he was Toon put out 
of doubt by a Vifit Tome Portuguefe made them, 
who happened unluckily to be Paifengefs in Cap- 
tain Carter's Ship, when Tow took her, and knew 
the Gentlemen’s Faces very well '- upon which the 
whole Crew was conducted into the Caftle, where 
they were provided for as long as they liv’d. 

Love , in the mean Time, did not fare quite fb ill, 
but' had his intended Voyage to Brafll lpoil’d, by 
the overfetting of his Ship, when ine was upon 
the Careen, \vhereby fne was loft, fo that he was 
reduc’d to his old Scooner, which he called the 
Fancy, aboard of which they all went, to the Num- 
ber of t gc j as vile Rogues as ever endgd their 
Lives at T\'burn. They proceeded now to the Wefl- 
' Judies f but before they had gotten far oh, their 
Voyage, they- attack’d a rich Portuguefe Ship, call’d 
the No fire, Signiora de Fittoria, bound home from 
Bahia, and after fome Reft fiance, took her. Lop 
tortur’d feveral of the Men, to make them declare 
where, the Money, (which he fuppos’d they had 
on Board) lay, and extorted by' that Means, a Cori- 

feffion 
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feffion that the Captain had, during the Chace, 
hung ou<- of the Cabin Window, a Bag with 11,000 
Moidores, which, ailoon as he was taken, he cut 
the Rope off, and let it drop into the Sea. 

Low, upon hearing what a Prize had efcap d him, 
rav’d like a Fury, fwore a thouland Oaths, and 
ordered the Captain’s Lips to be cut 0$ which 
he broil’d before his Face, and afterwaid mur 
thered him and all the Crew, beffig thuty two 

After' this bloody Aftion, they continued their 
Courfe tillthey came to the Northward of all the 
Iflands,’ and there cruiz’d for about a Month , .in 
which ’Time they made Prizes of the following 
VeiTels, viz., a Snow from New-lorkto Cmcoa Ro- 
bert Leonard Mafter • a Sloop from the Bay, bound 
to New-Tork, Craig Mafter • a Snow from London ' id 
Jamaica, bound to New-Terij and the Stanhope > Pink 
Andrew Delbridge Mafter, from Jamaica to Boflon 
.which laft they burnt, becaufe ot Lows irreconcilea- 

ble Averfion to Nep-England Men. _ 

After this Cruize, they went into one of he 
Iflands and clean’d, and then h ee red for 
.of Honduras , where they arrived about the M. 
of March 1 722-3, and met a Sloop turning out f 
the faid Bay. The Pyrates had hoifted up Spamjh 
Colours and continued them till they drew near 
the Sloop then they hail’d them down, hoifted 
their black Flag, fired a Broadfide 1 and boarded 
her This Sloop was a Spaniard of fix Guns, and 
yo Men that came into the Bay that Morning, 
and meeting there with five Englifi Sloops a ' ld a 
Pink made Prizes of them all, plundered them, 
brought the Matters of the Veifels away Pri- 
Wrs for the ranfom of the Logwood ■ them 
Kamel were Tutbill, N,rm, N,,b,g, 

V PKSZ&T&Z rhet Mafters 
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and fell to rifling ; but finding the above-menti- 
oned People in the Hold, and feveral English Goods, 
they confulted Low the Captain thereupon, and 
without examining any further, the Refolution 
pafs’d to kill all the Company ^ and the Pyrates, 
without any Ceremony, fell Pell-Mell to .Execu- 
tion with their Swords, Cutlafhes, Poll-Axes and 
Piftols, cutting, flaihing and fhooting the poor 
Spaniards at a fad Rate. _ Some of the miferable 
Creatures jump’d down into the Hold, but could 
not avoid the" Maflhcre •, they met Death every 
Avhere, for if they efcaped it from one Hand, they 
were fure to perifh by another •, the only Profpeft 
they had of Life, was to fly from the Rage of 
thole mercilefs Men, and to truft to the more 
merciful Sea ; and accordingly a great many leap’d 
over-board, and fwam for the Shore ■, but Loro 
.perceiving it, ordered the Canoa to be mann d, and 
lent in purfuit of them, by which Means feveral 
of the poor unhappy Men were knock’d in the 
Head in the Water, as they were endeavouring to 
^et to Land j however, about 1 2 of them did 
reach the Shore, but in a miferable Condition, be- 
ing very much wounded, and what became of 
them afterwards was not known, except one, who 
while the Pyrates were at their Sports and Paftimes 
afhore, finding himfelf very weak and fainting with 
his Wounds, and not knowing where to go for 
Help and Relief, in this Extremity, he came back 
to them, and begs’d for God fake, in the moft ear- 
ned Manner poffible, that they would give him 
Quarters ^ upon which, one of the Villains took 

hold of him, and Hid, G d — — n him, he would 

give him good Quarters prefently , and made the poor 
Spaniard kneel down on his Knees, then taking his 
Fufil put the MuZzle of it into his Mouth, and 
fired down his Throat. Twas thought the reft 
did not long furvive their miferable Condition, 
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and could only prolong their Lives, to add ,o the 

Milery of them. . w k was over, they 
When the murde ring Worh^ a| , the 

rumaged the Spamjh Py > . , -,-^ e p ix Matters 
Eootf aboard the. Hold, -«“f d 

aforementioned, ^ force d away the 

to their refpeftive V effe ■ y then Fire to 
Carpenter from the Pin , * _ which j a ft scene 

the Spanijh Sloop, and bu ■> Enemy, Ship 

concluded the Definite of their E.-e. y, 

"l£ S' the Mato °f 

not fuffer them Krf/fjJ tlx Men o’f War Ihould 
were then bound, for f forced them all to go 
get Intelligence of the , with Death, when 

to New-Tork , threat nmg f u f e d to comply with 
they met them again, if they lemiea i 

their Demands. was between the Lee- 

In the next Cruize, _v _ ^ Snows, 

ward Wands and the Mam > , L from 

bound from Jamum! “ 'ijEu. after ; «» allb » Ship 
Jamaica to London , Bri p; n kham Commander ; 

from Biddford to Jamaica, John 

and two Sloops from 3 ama f aud hi s Confort Har- 
On the 27th of May, L < ^ r h re e g 00C j. 

ris, came off Lovere ; gne , the King 

Ships, viz., the Crown, ■ t ine who all came 

WiUUm, andaBngantme, r ^ ^ py _ 

out of Carolina together t c hacing them, and 

rates were at the fhe fell firft 

Captain Lovereike being a ll the 

a prey into then' Hands •, and tney p 
Day in coming up with^the re ^ ^ ship ca il e d the 
Within a few Days th y , f rom Jamaica, 

Jmfterdam Merchant, Ca P t “J" . . as \ oxo let none of 
but belonging to iN/fw-B# i Marks of his 
that Country de P a 7 Xntlumau^Ears, Oit »J»W. 



§8o Of Capt. Edward Low. 

Nofe, and cut him in feveral Places of his Body, 
and, after plundering his Ship, let him purfue his 
Voyage. 

After this he took a Sloop bound to Amboy , Wil- 
liam Frazier, Mafter, with whom Mr. Low happen- 
ing to be difpleafed, he ordered lighted Matches to 
be ty’d between the Mens Fingers^ which burnt all 
the Flefh off the Bones then cut them in feveral 
Parts of their Bodies with Knives and Cutlafhes 
afterwards took all their Proviffons away, and let 
fome ol them alhore in an uninhabited Part of the 
Country. 

The Kingflon, Captain Eft wick, another Ship, one 
Burringun Mafter, two Brigantines from Carolina to 
London a Sloop from Virginia to Bermudas ; a Ship 
from Glasgow to Virginia ■, aScooner from New -York 
to South-Carolina a Pink from Virginia to Dartmouth 
and a Sloop from Philadelphia to Surinam , fell a Prey 
to thele Villains, upon this Cruize, befides thofe 
above-mentioned. 

. It happened that at this Time one of his Ma- 
jefty’s Ships was upon a Cruize, on this Station 
and got Intelligence of fome of the mifehievous 
Actions of this Mifcreant, by one of theVelTels 
that had been plundered by him, who fleering as 
directed, came in Sight of the Pyrates by break of 
Day, on the 10th of June, of all Days in the Year. 
The Rovers looking out for Prey, foon faw, and gave 
Chace to the Man of War, which was called the 
Greyhound, a Ship of 20 Guns, and 1 20 Men, rather 
mferiour in Force to the two Pyrate Veffels : The 
Greyhound finding them fo eager, was in no doubt 
what they fliould be, and therefore tack’d and 
flood from them, giving the Pyrates an Opportu- 
nity to chace her for two Hours, till all Things 
were in Readinefs for an Engagement, and the 
Pyrates about Gun-fhot off ■ then the Greyhound 
tack d und flood towards the two Sloops^ one 

of 
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of them called the 

felf, and the other the g \ „ vratica i Co- 
Harris, both which hoifted th PY ^ _ 

lours, and fired « ac J ot ihe hailed up 

hound came within Mufqu - ’ Wind, to 

her Main-fail, and .dapp d.c lofe ^ eeward ,and 
keep the Pyrates from 1 ui b f oua d who 

then engaged : B ut .T h ^ h e dp’cfaway under the 
they had ‘o deabwflh th V ^ ftLding after- 
Man ot iVar s Stem, ana _ , f or a bout two 

them, they made a running S SIoops gain- 
Hours-, but little Wind happemng^A P 
ed from her, by the help 0 J , turne( l a ll Hands 
the Greyhound left off ^ nng ’i in the Afternoon 
to her own Oars and a ^ r ^ate S haul’d upon 
came up with than. T M Fy f W ar, and the 
a Wind to receive the Man i o ^ ^ ^ 

Fight was immediately v^rers Main-Yard 

Fire on both Sides, ti ^ ,J d pre ffi n g clofe 
was fliot down, and tl ? , j thought 

■P°» the difibled Sloop, Conftrt a’Sacrlce 

fit to bear away and leave i rd;ce and Trea- 

to his Enemy, who (le ng . a( j er having ten 
cherv of his Commadore and Leaner, b 

or 'twelve Men killed 

was no poffibility of e fca P bO juftice, which 

a-while after- 

pie, that he became a r »_ ^ whole Aftion, 
but his Behaviour th ■ 6 dly villain, for had 

fhewed him to be a H | as Harris's had 

jw« sloon fought half io WisK'y as 
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the Man of War, ; n my Opinion, could never have 
hurred them. 

The Greyhound carried in their Prize to Rhode 
Ifland , to 'the great Joy of the whole Province, tho’ 
it had been more compleat, if the great LOW him- 
felf had grac’d the Triumph. The Prifoners were 
ftrongly tecured in a Goal, till a Court of Vice- 
Admiralty could be held for their Tryals, which 
begun on the roth of July, at Newport, and conti- 
nued three Days. The Court was made up of the 
following Gentlemen. 

William Dummer , Efq; Lieutenant Governor of the 
Maffachufets , Prefident. 

Nathaniel Vaine, El eg John Valentine , Efq; Ad- 

Addington Davonport, Efcg vocate-General. 

' Thomas Fitch, Efq; Samuel Cranflon, Gover- 

Spencer Phipps, Efq; nor of Rhode-ljland. 

John Lechmere, Elq; Sur- John Menzies, Efq- Judge 
veyor-General. of the Admiralty, 

Richard Ward, Efq; Regifier. 

Mr. Jahleel Brinton, Provoft-Marihal. 

Robert Auchmuta, Efq; was ailigned, by the Court, 
Council for the Prifoners here under mention’d. 


Prifoners Names. Ages, 
Charles Harris , Captain 25 
William Blads 28 

Daniel Hide 23 

'Thomas Rowel, jun. 2i 

Stephen Mundon 20 

Thomas Huggit 30 

William Read 3 5 

Peter Kneeves 32 

James Brinhly 28 

Jofcph Sound i8 


Places of Birth. 
London. 

Rhode-ljland. 

Virginia. 

Connecticut, N. E. 

London. 

London. 

Londonderry, Ireland. 
Exeter in Devon. 

Suffolk in England. 

City of Wefminfier. 

William 
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^9 
20 
27 
23 
21 
21 
21 
3 9 


Edward Eaton 
John Brown 
Edward Lawfon 
Owen Rice 
John Tomkins 
John Fitzgerrald 
Ab r ah am Lacy 
Thomas Linifter 
Francis Leyton - 

John Waters, Quart.-Mr.3 1 
William Jones 2 ° 

Charles Church 21 . 

Thomas Hazel 5° . , . — - 

John Bright . 2 5 ., an d executed the 

J[land. 

J.hnBrm* ’7 UgW*' _ 

Patrick Cunningham 2 5 .. b t re f p ; t ed for 

Favour. 


County of Durham. 
JJle of Man. 
South-Wales. 

Gloiicejlerjhirc. 

Limerick in Ireland. 
Devonjhire. 

Lancafhire. 

Nexv-Pork. 

County of Devon. 
London. 

St. Margaret's, Wejtm. 


New- London County 
Barbadoes. 

Blur in Wales. 

Bofton in New-England,. 
Mather’s Vineyard N. E. 
Near Edinburgh, Scot. 

found Not Guilty. 


JohnWilfon 23 

Henry Barnes 22 

Thomas Jones *7 

Jofeph Switzer 2 4 

Thomas Mumper, Indian. 

John Hincher, Doctor 22 
John Fletcher 1 7 

Thomas Child 1 5 

Thefe eight were 

„ . vu:. pvrate was look’d upon by 

The deftroymg t. Ins Py service to the 

the Province, to be o the Colony 

and particular Advantage, j 
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of New-Tork, that it was thought neceiTary to make 
fome handfome Acknowledgement to Captain Peter 
Solgard for it •, and therefore it was refolved in an 
Aifembly of the Common-Council, to compliment 
' 3iim with the Freedom of their Corporation. The 
Refolution, together with the Preamble of the Cap- 
tain’s Freedom, being curious in their Kind I fub- 
join them for the Satisfaftion of the Reader/ 

Refolution of the Mayor and Common-Coun- 
cil of the City of New-Tork , at a Common- 
Council held at the City Hall of the laid Ci- 
ty, on Thwfday the 25 th of July, Anno. Dorn. 
1723. 

Prefent Robert Walter , Efrp Mayor. 

City of New-York, ff. 

T HIS Court having taken into their Confideratlon the 
great Service lately done to this Province in par- 
ticular, as to ell as to all other his Majefly' s good Subjects in 
general, by Captain Peter Solgard, Commander of his 
Majefifs Ship the Greyhound, the Station Ship of the 
Province, who lately in a Cruize upon this Coast, in due 
Execution and Difiharge of his Duty, upon Intelligence 
given him, fought for, pttrfued and engaged ttvo Pyrate 
Sloops, commanded by one Low, (a notorious and inhumane 
Py rate,) one of which Sloops he took, after a refolute Re- 
ft fiance, and very -much flattered the other, who by the 
Favour of the Night efcaped. Twenty fix of which Pyrates 
fo J ahen, being lately executed at Rhode Ifland, not only 
eafed this City and Province of a very great Trouble, but 
of a very confiderable Exfence, &c. It is therefore refol- 
ved fNemine Contradicente) that this Corporation do 
prefent the faid Captain Solgard with the Freedom of this 
Corporat ion, as a Mark of the great Efieem they have for 
his Per fen, as well as fir the.afirefaid great and good Ser- 
vices 
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Dice: • and that the Seal of the faid Freedom beenclofid 
in a Gold Box 5 that Mr. Recorder and Mr. Bicklej 
do draw theDraught of the faid Freedom, flgnifnng there *. , 
the grateful Senfe of this Corporation, fir fo fignal a Ser- 
vice to the Publick, andBencfit and Advantage of Mankind. 
That Alderman Kip, and Alderman Cruger, do prepare 
the faid Box ■, that the Arms of the Corporation be en- 
graved on one Side thereof, and a Representation f 
Engagement on the other, with this A otto, (vi i •) L' V 
fitos Humani Generos Holies Debellare Hperbum, 
T O Junxj, 17I3O that the Town-Clerk caufi the fame 
Freedom to be handfomlf engrojfed on Parchment, am 
that the whole Corporation do wait upon him, to prejent 

the fame. _ • 

Ev Order of the Common-Council. . 

- J William Sharpas, Clerk. 

The Preamble of Captain Veter Solgard' $ Copy 
of his Freedom. 

■Robert Walter j Efq; Mayor, and the Aldermen of the 
City of New-Tork. 

City of New-Tork, ff. Tin „• - 

T O all whom thefe Perfents Jlktl come, fend Greeting. 

WHEREAS, Copt Ah Peter Solgard, 
of his Maieftys Ship the Greyhound, (the prefent Station 
Ship of this Province,) in his Cruize , f 
two Pyrate Sloops of confiderable Force m 
the Command of one Low, a notorious Pyrate that had fir 
upward of two Tears, committed many epre . 

ders and Barbarities , -upon many of his 'M aje fly s uoj 
Allies , lately come upon this Coaft, hath, win S rca . 
genre, and utmofi Application, pttrfued, 

tt flubborn Refinance, vanejuifhed and overcome o j f , 

taking one, 2 d' driving the other from our Coafi } rvbich 
AElion, as it is glorious in itfilf, fi it is glorious m the 
publick Benefits and Advantages that flow from it (to 
wifl) The Safety and Freedom of Aun own Trade an dCom- 



3 ? 6 Of Capt, Edward Lo w. 

merce, and of all the neighbouring Provinces on this Con- 
tinent, fuch fignal Service done againfi the Enemies of 
Mankind, merits the Applaufe of all good Men , but more 
immediately from thofe of this Province, who are appointed 
his particular Care and Charge. W E therefore, the Mayor , 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New-York, 
ajfembled in Common Council , to exprefs our grateful Senfe 
and Acknowledgment, to the faid Captain Peter Solgard, 
for fo noble and faithful a Difcharge of his Duty, and as 
a particular Mark of the great Efteem and juft Regard 
we bear to his kind Acceptance of the Freedom of the 
Corporation of this City of New-York, and that he 
will pleafe to become a Fellow Citizen with us. Thefe are 
therefore to certify and declare, that the faid Captain 
Peter Solgard is hereby admitted, received and allowed 
a Freeman and Citizen of the faid City of New-York, to 
have, hold , enjoy and partake of all and fmgular Advan- 
tages, Benefits, Liberties, Privileges , Franchifes, Free- 
doms and Immunities whatfoever , granted or belonging to 
the fame City: In Teftimony thereof , the faid Mayor 
hath hereunto fubfcribed his Name, and caufed the Seal 
of the faid City to be affix'd the l^th Day of July, in the 
ninth Tear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George, 
by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith , &c. Anno. Doiri. 
1723. 

William Sharpas, R. Walter Mayor. 

Clerk . 

This narrow Efcape ol Low and his Companions, 
one would have thought might have brought them 
to a little Confideration of their black and horrid 
Crimes, and to look upon this Interval as an Op- 
portunity put into their Hands by Providence, 
to reconcile themfelves to God, by a hearty and 
fincere Repentance. But alafs they were dead to 
Goodnefs, and had not lo much as one Spark of 
V^tue toftir them up to be thankful for fuch an 

eminent 
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eminent Deliverance: But inftead ther “ f Y^ er |.^ 
a Million of Oaths and Curfes ^°n the^arpnun 
of the Greyhound, vowing to execu S 

upon all they fhouldmeet with afterwards, ior the 

Indignity he put upon them. Q fr#.e ftieir 

The ftrft Prey that they met with, after the r 
Flight, was a fmall Sloop belonging t0 ^“Ihe 

a Whale-Fifhing, about 80 Miles from Lan , 

iHiich^^y^ut of^ 

with a compafs, a little Water, and a few Biskets , 
and it being good Weather, they provi en y 
fafe to Nantucket, beyond all Expiation. 

There was another Whale-Boat belonging to 
this Sloop laft mentioned, which happened to be 
at fome Diftance from her, and P erc ^, ‘ 

was doing, rowed with all fpeed to an ■ P 

not far off, to acquaint her with the Misfortune, 
that the ’.Men might take Care of themfelves , and 
Jhe happily got away in ° m Tn , ^.‘ t j: J 

Low took a Filhing-Boat off of Stock * 

not perpetrate fo much Cruelty; to her, c , n „ 
himfelf with only cutting off the Matter s He , 
But after taking two Whale-Boats near Rhode If and 
he caufed one of the Mailer’s Bodies to be npp dup 
and his Inttails to be taken out an cu o 
Ears of the other, and made lnm eat them him- 
felf with Pepper and Salt-, which hard Injun- 
ffion he comply’d with, without ma m„ 1 “ 

Several other PerfonS he would have murthered, 
but Humanity prevailing in the tender Hearts of 
his Companions, they refufed to put his favage 
Orders in Execution. 

fib 1 From 
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From the Coaft of New- Engl and. Low failed di- 
rectly for Newfoundland, and, near Cape Briton, took 
two or three and twenty French Veffelsy and. one 
of them of , 22 Guns he mann’d with Py rates, ma- 
king a fort of a Man of War of her •, with which he 
fcowerd the Harbours and Banks of Newfoundland, 
and took fix teen or eighteen other Ships and Yeifels, 
all which they plundered, anflj fbme deftroyed. 

Thus thele inhumane Wretches went on, who 
could not be contented to fatisfy their Avarice 
only, and travel in the common Road of Wicked- 
nefs ; but, like their Patron, the Devil, muft make 
Mifchief their Sport, Cruelty their Delight, and 
damning of Souls their conftant Employment. Of 
all the pyratical Crews that were ever heard of, 
none of the Englifli Name came up to this, in Bar- 
barity • their Mirth and their Anger had much the 
lame Efle&, for both were ufually gratified with 
the Cries and Groans of their Pril'oners j fo that 
they almoft as often murthered a Man from the 
Excels of good Humour, as out of Paffion and Re- 
lentment • and the Unfortunate could never be 
allured of Safety from them, for Danger lurked in 
their very Smiles. An Inflance of this had liked 
to have happened to one Captain Graves, Mailer of 
a Virginia Ship laid taken ■ for as foon as he came 
aboard of the Pyrate, Low takes a Bowl of Punch 
in his Hand, and drinks to him, faying, Captain 
Graves, here's half this to you. But the poor Gen- 
tleman being too fenfibly touched at the. Misfor- 
tune of falling into his Hands, modeftly defired 
to be excufed, for that he could not drink where- 
upon Low draws out a Piftol, cocks it, and with 
the Bowl in .'tother Hand, told him, he Ihould 
either take one or the other : So Graves, without 
Hefitation, made Choice of the Vehicle that con- 
tained the Punch, and guttled down about a Quart, 
when he had the leaf! Inclination that ever he had 
in his Life to be merry. The 
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The latter End of July, (1723,) J^rndVe^for 

Shi,, called the her S mounted 

a Pyrate, cut feveral Ports in ner, 
her with 34 Guns. Low goes aboar of ^ his Ship, 
alfumes the Title of Admiral^ and hoifts a black 
Flag, with the Figure of Deai th «■ 1 r ’ to 
Main-topmaft Head, and takes ano nn i n e 

the Wejlern Iflands, where he arrived A IJ^ 
Of September. The firft Veffel he met wnh there, 
was a Brigantine, formerly an 2f'A blo ?P> 
manded by Elias Wild, but lately out, ‘ ne( j 

tuguefe Nobleman, and altered : She was man d 
partly with Engl®, and partly V 

ter Low can fed to be bang’d, by Way of Repr al 
for fotne of his own Men fent th'ther in a Sloop 
from the CapedeVerd dflands, as has e n 
ed : The Englijh Men he thruft into their own Boat, 
to ftift for themfelves, and let Fire to .the : Ve • 

At St. Michaels, they fent in their Boats and cut 
out of the Road, a new London bull % Shl P + 
Guns, commanded by Captaui Tk^ 'vho was 
taken there the Year before, by Low, in “ e ^ 
Pink The Boats had fewer Men than the Ship, 

S Ca^fn 7W» 

felf, hut his Men through Cowardize or too g 
an Inclination of becoming Py r ^ es themfdves,^ 
fufed to hand by him, and he w ‘‘ s £ f 

S ' Tie next was a 

their Hands whofe Me. the!r 

SStafS £\Snn J -ne d them Ujb» 
ttnir Rnttr and fet their Velfel on Fne. When 
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of Low’s Men, who, we may luppofe, was forced 
into his Gang, was drinking with a Silver Tankard 
at one of the Ports, and took his Opportunity to 
drop into the Boat among the Portuguefe , and lye 
down in the Bottom, in order to efcape along with 
them : After he had flowed himfelf in the" Boat 
fo as not to be feen, it came into his Head, that 
the Tankard might prove of fome Ufe to him 
where he was going • f 0 he got up again, laid hold 
of the Utenfil, and went off, without being dilco- 
ver’dMn which Attempt had he failed, no doubt 
Ins Life, if not the Lives of all the People in the 
Boat, would have paid for it : The Name of this 
Man is Richard Hains. 

Low took his old Tour to the Canaries , Cafe de 
Verd Blands, and . fo to the Coaft of Gurney « but 
nothing extraordinary happened till they arrived 
near Sierraleon in Africa, where they met with a 
Ship call d the Delight, Captain Hunt Commander • 
this Ship they thought fit for their own Purpofe, 
for flie had been a fmall Man of War, and carried 
12 Guns •, however, they mounted 16 on Board 
her, maim’d her with 6 o Men, and appointed one 
Spriggs, who was then their Quarter-Mafter, to be 
Captain of her, who, two Days after, feparated from 
the Admiral, and went to the Weft-Indies a-pyra- 
ting, upon his own, and particular Company’s, Ac- 
count, where for the prefent we fhall leave him. 

In January laft, Low took a Ship, called the Squir- 
rel, Captain Stephen [on ■, but what became of him 
after waids, I can’t tell \ we have had no News con- 
cerning him come to England, fince this I have now 
mentioned ; but I have heard that he talk’d of go- 
mg to Brazil', and if fo, it is likely we may too 
loon hear of fome Exploit or other ; tho’ the beft 
Information we could receive, would be, that he 
and all his Crew were at the Bottom of the Sea. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

OF 

Capt. JOHN EVANS, 

And his Crew. 

J OHN Evans was a Welch Man, had been former- 
ly Matter of a Sloop belonging to Nevis, but 
lofmg his Employ there, he lailed for fome 
Time out of Jamaica as Mate, till happening in Com- 
pany of three or four of hisComrades, and Wages not 
being fb good as formerly, and Births fcarce, be- 
caufe of the great Number of Seamen 5 they agreed 
to go abroad in fearch of Adventures. They failed; 
or rather rowed out of Port Royal in Jamaica, the 
latter End of September 1722, in a Canoa ; and com- 
ing on the North-Side of the Ifland, went aihore 
in the Night, broke open a Houle or two, and 
robb’d them of fome Money, and every Thing elle 
they could find that was portable, and brought the 
Booty on Board the Canoa. 

This was very well for the fxrft Time, but this 
kind of Robbery did not pleafe fo well, they wan- 
ted to get out to Sea, but having no Velfel but 
their Canoa, they were prevented in their lauda- 
ble Defign ; however, they kept a good look out, 
and traverfed the Bland, in Expectation that Pro- 
vidence would fend fome unfortunate Velfel as a 
B b 4 Sacii- 
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Sacrifice, and in a few Days their Wifhes were ac- 
complifhed ■, for at Duns Hole , they found a fmall 
Sloop at an Anchor, belonging to Bermudas : They 
©acte-bold and went aboard, and- Evans informed 
the Folks that belonged to her, that he was Cap- 
tain of the VplTel, which was a Piece of News 
they knew not before.. .Aftpr they had. put their 
Affairs in a proper Difpofition aboard, they went 
Mhore to a little Village for Refrefhments, and 
lived jovially the remaining Part of the Day, at a 
Tavern, fpending three Piflols, and then departed. 
The People of the Hpufe admired at ' the merry 
Guefts they had got, were mightily pleafed, and 
wifhed for their Company at another Time, which 
happened too foon for their Profit ; for, in the 
middle of the Night, they came afhore all Hands, 
rifled the Houfe, and carried what they could 
aboard their Sloop. 

The next Day they weighed in the Sloop, aboard 
of which they mounted four Guns, called her 
the fcowerer , and failed to Hifpaniola 5 on the North 
Part of which Iiland they took a Spanijh Sloop, which 
proved an extraordinary rich Prize, as it fell among 
io few Perfons as this Company confifted of, for 
they fhared upwards of 150/. a Man. 

In Purfuance of the Grame, and beating up for 
the Windward Iflands, the Scowerer met with a Ship 
fiom N exo-England, bound to Jamaica , 120 Tons, 
called the Dove, Captam Diamond Matter, off Porto 
Rtco : They plundered her, and flrengchened their 
own Company, by taking out the Mate, and two or 
three other Men ; they difcharged the Prize, and 
run into 1 one of the Iflands for frefh Water and Ne- 
ceffaries, and flaid there fome Time. 

The next Prize they made, was the Lucretia and. 
Catherine , Captain Mills , of 200 Ton Burthen \ they 
came up with her near the Ifland Difeada, January 
pth. Upon feizing of this Ship, the Py rates be- 

1 •' ’ '• gan 
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gan to take upon themfelves the Diflribution of 
Juflice, examining the Men concerning their Ma- 
ker’s Ufage of them, according to the Cuftom of 
Other Pyrates but the Captain overbearing the 
Matter, put an End to the judicial Proceedings, 
and fell to rumaging the Ship, faying to them. 
What have rve to do to turn Reformers, ’tis Money we, want ? 
And fpeaking to the Prifoners, he asked them, Does 
your Captain give you Victuals enough ? And they anfwer- 
ing in the Affirmative : Why then , laid he, he ought to 
give you Work enough. 

v After the taking of this Prize, they went to the 
little Ifland of Avis, with a Delign to clean, and 
carried the Lucretia along with them, in order to 
heave down the Scowerer by her •, but meeting there 
with a Sloop, the Pyrate gave Chace till the Eve- 
ning, when fhe was within Gun-Shot of her ■, but 
fearing to Ipfe Company with the Lucretia, who 
was a heavy Sailor, they left off, and law her no 
more. This Chace brought them to Leeward of 
their Port, fo that they were obliged to look out 
for another Place of Retreat, and the Ifland of 
Ruby not being far diftant, they fleered for that, 
and anchored there accordingly ; but the next Day 
a Dutch Sloop coming as it were, .into their Mouths, 
they could not forbear dealing, and fo making her 
their Prize, they plundered her of what came, when 
fhared, to fifty Pounds a Man. 

They found this Sloop more for their Purpofe 
than the Lucretia, to clean their own Sloop by, as 
being much lower in the Waft, and therefore capa- 
ble of heaving her Bottom farther out of the Wa- 
ter, fo fhe was difchapged, and the Dutch Man kept 
in her Room ^ but not thinking it convenient to 
layup here, for fear adifcovery fhould be made, 
they turned their Thoughts another Way, and 
fleered to the Coaft of Jamaica, where thev took a 
Sugar Drover, and then run to the Grand Caimanes , 

about 
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about 30 Leagues to Leeward of Jamaica , with In- 
tention to clean there 3 but an unhappy Accident 
put an End to their Pyracies, which hitherto had 
proved very fuccefsful to them. 

The Boatfwain of the Pyrate being a noify furly 
Fellow, the Captain had at feveralTimesWords with 
him, relating to his Behaviour, who thinking him- 
felf ill treated, not only returned ill Language, but 
slfo challenged the Captain to fight him on the 
next Shore they came to, with Piftols and Sword, 
as is the Cuflom among thefe Outlaws. When the 
Sloop arrived, as abovementioned, the Captain 
propofed the Duel 3 but the cowardly Boatfwain re- 
fufed to fight, or go afhore, tho’ it was his own 
Challenge. When Captain Evans law there was no- 
thing to be done with him, he took his Cane, and 
gave him a hearty drubbing 3 but the Boatfwain 
not being able to bear fucli an Indignity, drew out a 
Piftol and Ihot Evans thro’ the Head, fo that he 
fell down dead 3 and the Boatfwain immediately 
jumped over-board, and fwam towards the Shore 3 
but the Boat was quickly mann’d and fent after him, 
which took him up and brought him aboard. 

The Death of the Captain in that Manner, pro- 
voked all the Crew, and they refolved the Crimi- 
nal fhould die by the moft exquifite Tortures 3 but 
while they were confidering of the Punifhment, 
the Gunner, tranfported with Paflion, difcharged 
a Piftol, and Ihot him thro’ the Body 3 but not kil- 
ling him outright, the Delinquent in very moving 
Words, defired a Week for Repentance only 3 
but another ftepping up to him, told him, that he 
fhould repent and be damned to him , and without more 
ado fhot him dead. 

I fhould have obferved, that when the Lucretia 
and Katharine was fullered to go away, the Pyrates 
detained their Mate, who was now the only Man 
aboard, who underftood Navigation, and him they 

^defired 
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defired to take upon him the Command of the 
Sloop, in the Room of Captain Evans deceafed 3 but 
he defired to be excufed that Honour, and at length 
pofitively refufed it 3 fo they agreed to break up 
the Company, and leave the Mate in PofTeffion of 
the Veffel : Accordingly they went afhore at the 
Caimanes, carrying' with them about nine thoufand 
Pounds among thirty Perfons 3 and it being fair 
Weather, the Mate and a Boy brought the Veffel 
into Port Royal, in. Jamaica. 


CHAP. XVII. 

° F 

Captain John Phillip, 

And his Crew. 

J OH N Phillips was bred a Carpenter, and fail- 
ing to Newfoundland in a Weft-Country Ship, 
was taken by Anjl is in the Good Fortune Brigan- 
tine, the next Day after he had left his Confort 
and Commadore, Captain Roberts. Phillips was fooft 
reconciled to the Life of a Pyrate, and being a brisk 
Fellow, was appointed Carpenter of theVelfel, for 
at firft his Ambition reach’d no higher there 
he remain’d - till they broke up at Tabago, and was 
one of thoff wffo came home in a Sloop that we 
have mentioned to be funk in Briflol Channel. 

His Stay was not long in England, for whilft he 
was paying his firft Vifits to his Friends in Devon- 
shire, he heard of the Misfortune of fome of his 
Companions, that is, of their being taken and com- 
mitted to Briflol Goal \ and there being good Rea- 
fon for his apprehending Danger from a Wind that 
blew from the fame Quarter, he mov’d off imme- 
diately to Topfiam, the neareft Port, and there 
fhipp’d himfelf with one Captain Wadham, for a 
Voyage to Newfoundland, and home again ; which, 
by the way, Mr. Phillips never defign’d to perform, 
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or to fee England any more. When the Ship came 
to. Peter Harbour in Newfoundland afbrefaid, he ran 
away from her, and hired himfelf a Splitter in 
the Fifhery, for the Seafon : But this was only 
till he could have an Opportunity of profecu- 
ting his intended Rogueries •, in order to which, 
he combined with ffveral others, in the fame Em- 
ploy, to go off with one of the Veffels that lay in 
the Harbour, upon the pyratical Account ; accor- 
dingly the Time was fix’d, the 29th of Augufl 
1723, at Night , but whether Remorfe or Fear 
prevented their coming together, I know not, but 
of fixteen Men that were in the Combination, five 
only kept the Appointment : Notwithftanding 
which, Phillips was for puffing forward with that 
ftnall Number, alluring his Companions, that they 
ffould foon encreafe their Company, and they 
agreeing, a Veffel was ffiz’d on, and out of the 
Harbour they failed. 

The firft Thing they had now to do, was to 
chuff Officers, draw up Articles, and fettle their 
little Commonwealth, to prevent Difputes and Rang- 
lings afterwards • lo John Phillips was made Captain, 
John Nutt, Matter, (or Navigator; of the Veffel ; 
James Sparbs, Gunner ; Thomas Fern, Carpenter ^ and 
Wiliam White was the only private Man in the 
whole Crew : When this was done, one of them 
writ out the following Articles (which we have 
taken verbatim) and all fivore to em upon a Hatchet 
for want of a Bible. 

The Articles on Board the Revenge. 

1. 

E Very Man Jball obey civil Command \ the Captain 
(ball have one full Share and a half in all Priz.es • the 
Mafler, Carpenter, Boatfwain and Gunner fid have one 
Share and quarter . 
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2 . 

If any Man fall offer to run away, or keep any Secret 
from the Company , he fall be marnmnd, with one Bottle of 
Powdery one Bottle of Water , one ftnall Arm, and Shot. 

3 - 

If any Man fall fteal any Thing in the Company, or 
game, to the V due of a Piece of Eight, he fall be marroond 
or fot. 

■ ' 4 ‘ - 

If at any Time m fould meet another Marrooner [that is 
Fyrate,] that Man that fallfign his Articles without the 
Confent of our Company, fall fuffer fuch Punifment as the 
Captain and Company fall think fit. 

That Man that jhall ftrike another whilst thefe Articles 
are in force, fall receive Molest Law ( that is, 40 Stripes 
lacking one j on the bare Back. 

6 . 

That Man that jhall fnap his Arms, or fmoak Tobacco 
in the Hold, without a Cap to his Pipe, or carry a Candle 
lighted without a Lanthorn,fall fuffer the fame Funijhment 
as in the former Article. 

7 - 

That Man that fall not keep his. Arms clean, fit for 
an Engagement, or neglett his Bufinefs, jhall be cut off from 
his Share, and fuffer fuch other Punifment as the Captain 
and the Company jhall think fit. 

8 . 

If any Man jhall lofe a Joint in time of an Engage- 
ment, fall have 400 Pieces of Eight', if a Limb, 800. 

9 - 

If at any time you meet with a prudent Woman, that 
Man that offers to meddle with her , without her Confent, 
fall fuffer prefent Death. 

Thus prepar’d, this bold Crew fetout, and before 
they left the Banks they made Prize of feveral fmall 
Fifhing-Veffels, out of whicjh they got a few Hands, 

feme 
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feme French and fome Englijh, and then fail d for the 
We fi- Indies 3 in one of thefe Veffels they took out 
one John Rofe Archer, who having been a Pyrate un- 
der the famous Black-beard, was immediately pre- 
ferr’d over other People’s Heads, to be Quarter- 
Mafter to the Company 3 which fudden Promo- 
tion fo difgufted fome of the older Standees, efpe- 
pially Fern , the Carpenter*, that it occafioned fome 
Mifchief to follow, as we fha.Il fhew by and by. 

The Py rates came off Barbadoes the beginning of 
OSlober, and’ cruifed there, and among other Blands, 
above three Months, without fpeaking with a Vef- 
fel fo th^it they were almoft ftarv’d for want of 
ProvifiQns, being reduc’d to a Pound- of Meat a 
Day between ten •, at length they fell in with a Mar- 
tinico Mart of 12 Guns and 35 Hands, far fuperior 
in Force,' and what they would not have ventur’d 
on at another Time, but Hunger will break down Stone 
Walls ' they were refolved to fhew the French 
Men ’their black Flag •, and if that would not do, 
they muft feek out elfewhere 3 accordingly, they 
boldly ran up a-long-fide of the Sloop, with their 
pyratical Colours flying, and told them, if they 
did not ftrike immediately, they would give them 
no Quarters 3 which fo intimidated the Frenchmen , 
that they never fired a Gun. This proved a lea- 
fonable Supply 3 they took her Provifions, and four 
of her Men, and let her go. They took prefently 
after, a Sloop belonging to New-Tork, and a Virginia 
Man,’ Huffam Mafter. 

Having now occafion to clean their Veffel, Phil- 
lips propos’d Tobago, where the Company he for- 
merly belong’d to, under Anftis and Fenn, broke up; 
to induce them to it, he told them when he left 
the Ifland, there was left behind fix or eight of 
their Company that were not willing to go to Eng- 
land, with three Negroes : Whereupon they fail’d 
to the Ifland, and after a careful Search, found only 

' " one 
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toe of the Negroes, whole Name was Pedro, who 
inform’d Captain Phillips , that thole that were left 
behind Were taken by a Man o£ War’s Crew, and 
bang’d at Antegoa, among whoni Was Penn, their 
Captain. < 1 _ , f- 1 ’ - - 

They took oh Board, kiid then fell to Bufi- 
nefs, careening their Veffel'- and' juft as they had 
finifhed their Work, a. Man of War’s Boat came 
into the Harbour, the Ship being cruitffxg to Lee- 
ward of the Ifland. It was eaffly, guefs’d upon what 
Errant fhe was fent, and there fore, they loft no' 
Time, but, as foon as the Boat Weift'iyvay 1 , warp’d 
out, and ply’d to Windward for'Seddrity, but left 
the four French Men, they took out 6f the Martinict 
Sloop, behind. ' , 

In a few Days they took a SuOw With a few 
Hands, and Fern , the Carpenter, one William PhiT 
lips, Wood and Taylor, went aboard to take Pdffdfli&u 
of her. Fern, not forgetting the Affront, of ^ha- 
ving .Archer preferr’d before him, refolv’d tb gO 
off with the Prize, and brought the reft into the 
fame Meafures • however Phillips, theCapt&’in, kee- 
ping a good Look-out, perceiv’d their Defign, add 
gave them Chace, who coming up with the Veffel, 
a Skirmifh enfu’d, wherein Wood was kill’d and Toys, 
lor wounded in his Leg , upon which the other tWd 
furrender’d. There was no Surgeon aboard, and 
therefore it was advis’d, upon a learned Cdnfulta- 
tion, that Phillips's Leg fhould be cut off y but who 
fhould perform the Operation was theDifpute; at 
length the Carpenter was appointed, as the moft 
proper Man : Upon which, he fetch’d up the brg- 
geft Saw, and taking the Limb under his Arm, fell 
to Work, and feparated it from the Body of the 
Patient, in as little Time as he could have cut a 
Deal Board in two y after that he heated his Ax red 
hot in the Fire, and cauteriz’d the Wound, but not 
with fo much Art as he perfornj’d the other Part, 

, for 
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for he fo burnt his Flefh diftant from the Place of 
Amputation, that it had like to have mortify’d; 
however nature perform’d a Cure at laft without a- 
ny other Affiftance. 

From Tobago they flood away to the Northward 
and took a Portuguese bound for Brazil, and two or 
three Sloops from Jamaica, in one of which, Fern the 
Carpenter, endeavouring to go oft, was kill’d by 
Phillips the Captain, purfuantto their Articles ano- 
ther had the lame Fate fome Days after for the like 
Attempt. Thefe Severities riiade it dangerous for 
any to confult or project an Efcape \ the Terror of 
which made feveral fign their Articles and let down 
quietly, waiting impatiently for Redemption, which 
as yet they faw no great likelyhood of, and fhould 
they have been taken before fuch Circumftances 
appear’d in their Actions or Characters, as after- 
wards happen’d, to denote their Innocence, they 
might have loft their Lives upon a Tryal at a Court 
of Admiralty y for pretty ftrong Evidence is ex- 
pected in their Favour, to ballance that of being 
taken aboard a Veffel which is prov’d to be in aCtuafc 
Pyracy, and they aflifting therein. 

Thus was many an honeft Man’s Cafe made moft 
defperate by the confummate Villany of a few hard- 
ned Wretches, who fear neither God or Devil, as 
this Phillips us’d often blafphemoufly to exprefs 
himlelf. 

On the 25 th of March they took two Ships from 
Virginia for London, John Phillips, the Pyrate Captain’s 
Namefake, was Matter of one, and Captain Robert 
Mortimer , the other, a brisk young Fellow, that de- 
fend’d a better Fate than he met with. Phillips the 
Pyrate ftaid on Board of Captain Mortimers Ship^ 
while they tranfported the Crew to the Sloop, and 
the Boat returning along fide, one of the Py rates 
therein calls to Phillips , and tells him, there was a 
Mutiny aboard their Veffel, Mortimer had two Men 

Cc ini 
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in his Ship, and the Pyrate Captain had two, there S 
fore thought it a good Opportunity to recover hi 
Ship, and dire&ly took up a Handfpike and ftruck 
Phillips over the Head, giving him a dangerous 
wound, but not knocking him down, he recovered 
and wounded Mortimer with his Sword ; and the two 
Py rates that were aboard coming in to Captain 
Phillips’s Afliftance, Captain Mortimer was prelently 
cut to Pieces, while his own two Men flood by and 
did nothing. 

This was the firft Voyage that Mortimer .had the 
Command of a Veffel, by whole Death is a poor 
difeonfo late Widow made miferable, more in re- 
gard of the mutual Love and Fidelity they lived in, 
than the Lofs of what would have been a handfome 
and comfortable Provifion for them felves and Chil- 
dren, which, I think, now ought to be made up by 
the Publick, fince ’twas in the pubiick Service he 
fell ; for had his Attempt fucceeded, in all Pro- 
bability he would not only have regained his own 
Ship, but entirely fubdued and deftroy’d the 
Enemy, there being feveral, as it afterwards pro- 
ved, that would have leconded fuch an Enterprize 
when ever they found a Beginning made. 

This Affair ended without any other Conle- 
quence than a ftrift Search after a Brother of Cap- 
tain Mortimer , who was on Board, in order to 
have put him likewife to death ; but he had the 
good Fortune to meet with a Towntman among 
the Crew, who hid him for four and twenty Hours 
in a Stay-Sail, till the Fleat of their Fury was over, 
and by that Means happily miffed of the Fate de- 
fined him. 

Out of the other Virginia Man before fpoken of, 
they took one Edward Cheejeman, a Carpenter, to 
fupply the Place of their late Carpenter, Fern. He 
was a modeft fober young Man, very averfe to 
their unlawful Practice, and a brave gallant Fellow. 

There 
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There was one John Philmore of Ipfwich, formerly 
taken by them, ordered to row Cbeefem.m aboard 
of Mortimer’s Ship, which the Py rates poffefe’d 
them felves of, who, feeing with what Reluftance 
and Uneafinels Checfeman was brought away, told 
him, he would join with him, in fume Meafures, 
to .over -throw the pyratical Government, telling 
him withal, their prefent Condition, \yhat Diffi- 
culties Phillips had met with to make up his Com- 
pany, and how few voluntary Pyrates there were 
Oil Board, and the like. But, however fpecious, this 
feemed, Cheefeman out of Prudence rejected his 
Offers of Affiftance, till he law feme Proofs of his 
.Sincerity, which after a few Days he was convinced 
of and then they often confuted; but as the 
old Pyrates were always jealous of the new Comers, 
and ccnfequently oblervant of their Behaviour ; 
this was done with the utmoft Caution, chiefly 
when they were lying down together, as tjio’ afleep, 
gnd, at other Times, When they were playing at 
Cards; both which they feigned often to do for 
that Purpofe. . 

The Py rates went on all the while, plundering and 
robbing feveral Ships and Veffels, bending their 
Courfe towards Newfoundland; where they defigned 
to raife more Men, and do all the Mifchief they 
could on the Banks, and in the Harbours. 

Newfoundland is an Ifland oil the North Continent 
of Unierica, contained between the 4 6 and 53° of 
N. Latitude, difcpvered firft by Sir, SebaftioH Cabot 
A. D. 1497, but never fettled till the Year itfto; 
when Mr. Guy of Briflol revived the Affair, and 
obtained a Patent, and himfelf to be Governor. 
The Bland is deferted by the Natives and negle&ed 
by us, being de folate and Woody, and the Coaft 
and Harbour only held for the Conveniency of the 
Cod Filhery, for which alone they were fettled. 

The 
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The Bays and Harbours about it, are very nu- 
merous and convenient, and being deeply indented, 
makes it eafy for any Intelligence quickly to pafs 
from one Ha- bour to another over Land ; efpecirlly 
the principal, St. John's and Placentia , when the Ap- 
pearance of an E,nemy makes them apprehend Danger. 

They are able to cure and export about icocoo 
Quintals (too Weight each,) of Fiih, annually, 
which returns to England in Money, or the necef- 
fary Commodities of Portugal , Spain and Italy. As it 
therefore expends abundance of Rum, MoloiTus and 
Sugar, the Produtt: of our Wefl-India Colonies, and 
employs a Number of Fifhermen from home every 
Seafon,by whofe Induftry and Labour only this Fiih 
is purchafed, it may very well be reckon’d an ad- 
vantagious Branch of Trade. 

But the prefent Defign of this DIgreffion being 
not to give an exaft Defcription of the Country 
or Fiihery ; but rather how it accidentally con- 
tributes to raife, or fupport the Pyrates already 
rais’d, I ihall obferve, 

Firft, That our Weft Country Fifhing-Ships, viz.. 
from Tcfjham , Barnftable and Briftol , who chiefly at- 
tend the Fifhing Seafons, tranfport over a confi- 
derable Number of poor Fellows every Summer, 
whom they engage at low Wages, and are by their 
Terms to pay for Paffage back to England. Wheii 
the Newfoundland Ships left that Country, towards 
Winter, in the Year 1720, thefe Paifengers mufter’d 
1100, who, during the Seafon of Buflnefs, (the 
Hardnefs of their Labour, and Chilnefs of the 
Nights, pinching them very much) are moftly fond 
of drinking Black Strap, (a ftrong Liquor ufed 
there, and made from Rum, MoloiTus, and Chow- 
der Beer •,) by this the Majority of them out-run 
the Conftable, and then are neceffitated to come 
under hard Articles of Servitude for their Mainte- 
nance in the Winter y no ordinary Charge, indeed, 

when 
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when the Barrennefs of the Country is confider’d, 
and the Stock o Provision laid in, happen to fall 
ihort, in Proportion to the Computation made of 
the People remaining there the Winter, which are 
generally about 17 or 1S00. d ire Miaileis rciidmg 
there think Advantages taken on their JSeceiiities, 
no more than a juft and Lwful Gain •, and either 
bind luch for the next Summer's Service, or fell 
their PrOviiions out to them ac extravagant Rates ^ 
Bread from 1 s. to immediately at the depar- 
ting of the Ships, and fo or other lorts of Food in 
Proportion ; wherefore not being able to lubfift 
themfelves, or in any likely Way 01 clearing the 
Reckoning to the Matters, they fometimes run 
away with shallops and Boats, and begin on pyrati- 
cal Exploits, as Phillips and his Companions, whom 
we aie now treating of, had done. 

And fecondly (which is more opportunely for 
them,) they are viftted every Summer, almoft, by 
feme ’set or Pyrates or other, already rais’d, who 
call here for the lame Purpofe, (if young Beginners) 
and to lav in a Store of Water and Provifions, 
which they find imported, much or little, by all the 
Ships that ule the Trade. 

Towards this Country Phillips was making his 
Way, and took on the Voyage, befides thole above- 
mentioned, one Salter , in a Sloop oft the llle of Sa- 
lles, which Veifel they made ufe of themfelves, and 
gave back Mortimer's sh : p to the Mate andCrew. The 
Time Day, viz., the 4th of April, took a Scooner, 
one Chadweli, Matter, which they lcuttled, in or- 
der to fink •, but Capt. Phillips underftanding that 
fire belong’d to Mr. Minors at Newfoundland, with 
whofe Veifel they firft went off a py rating, a Qualm 
of Confcience came athwart his Stomach, and he 
laid to his Companions, We have done him Injury 
enmrb already, fo order’d the Veifel immediately to 
be repair’d, and return’d her to the Matter. 

C c 3 That 
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That A < i ernoon they char’d another Veffel, and 
at Night came up with her, the Matter of which 
was a Saint ot Nw-England , nam’d Dependence Elle- 
ry , who taking Phillips for a Pyrate, he told him was 
the Heaton that he gave him the Trouble of cha- 
cing r o long ; which being referred by thefe Men of 
Honour, they made poor Dependence dance about 
the Deck till he was weary. 

Within few Days feveral other Veffels had the 
fame Misfortune, the Matters Names were as fol- 
low, Jojhsa Elxoel', Samuel F.lwcl! , Mr .Combs, Mr. Lan- 
fjy Jannfs Babfion, Edward Freeman.) Mr. Start, Obe- 
ditth Heal , Erick Erickfon and Benjamin Wheeler. 

The 14th of April they took a Sloop belonging 
to Cape Atm.) Andrew Harradine Matter • they look’d 
upon this Veffel more fit for their Purpole, and Iq 
came aboard, keeping only the Matter of her Pri- 
foner, and fending ^Harradine’ s Crew away in Sal- 
ters VelTel, which they, till this Time, detain’d. 
To this Harradine , Cheefeman the Carpenter, broke 
his Mind, and brought him into the Confederacy 
to dettroy the Crew, which was put in Execution 
four Days afterwards. 

Harradine' and the reft were for doing the Bu- 
finefs in the Night, as believing they might be more 
Opportunely furpriz’d ; for Nut, the Matter, being a 
Fellow of great Strength, and no lefs Courage, it was 
thought dangerous to attack him without Fire- Arms ; 
however, Dhcefeman Was refolute to have it per- 
form’d by Day-light, as the leaft liable to Confu- 
fion ; and as to the Matter, he offer’d to lay Hands 
on him firft ; Upon this ’twas concluded on, 1 2, at 
Noon was the appointedTime ; in order for the Bufi- 
TieisCheefettian leaves his working Tools on the Deck, 
aS thbugli he had .been going to ufe them, and wal- 
ked aft’, but perceiving fome Signs of Timidity in 
Harradine, he cpmes back, fetches his Brandy Bottle 
and gives him and the reft a Dram, then drnak 
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to Burnt the Boatl'wain, and the Matter To their 
TJZrJ Acting, and up he puts the Bottle ; then 
uf takes a Turn with Nut, asking what he thought 
of the Weather, and fuch like. In the mean while 
Fillmore takes up the Axe, and turns it round up- 

o The Point, as it at Play, then both he and Har- 

rldle wink at him, thereby letting him know they 
wme ready •, upon which Signal he leiz.es Nut by 
Collar with one Hand between his Legs, and 
tofs’d him over the Side of the Veffel, but, he holding 
bl'chee [email's Sleeve, fold, Lord, have Mercy upon me! 

la .5T2? mZ z 

shT'oTr'SeAlT’S 

looles his Hold, tumbles into the Sea, and never 

fp BvtTiis"ime the Boattvain was dead ; for as foon 
„ pL more law the Matter laid hold of, he railed up 
Se tae and divided his Enemy's Head in two : The 
Noife brought the Captain upon Deck, whom Cheefe- 
L fainted with the Blow of a Mallet which broke 

his Taw-Bone, but did not knock him down ; Har- 

radiie came in then with the Carpenter s Adds, but 
Sparks, the Gunner, interpofing between him and 
OiDtiin Phillips, Cheefcmatt tups up his Heels, and 
SKtaU the Arms of ^ one of 

his Conforts, who that Inftant difeharg’d him in- 
to Se Sea: and at the fame Time Harradme com- 
naffed his Bufinefs with the Captain aforefaid : 
Cheefe-man loft no Time, but from the Deck Jumps 
I J t he Hold, and was about to beat out the Brains 
J Archer the Quarter-Matter, having ftruck him 
twoor three Blmvs with his blunt Weapon the Mal- 
let when Harry Giles, a young Lad came down af- 
ter’ him, and defir’d his Life might be fpard as an 
Evidence of their own Innocence; that he having 
alTthe Spoil and Plunder in his Cuftody, it may ap- 
pear, that thefe tragick Proceedings were notun-. 
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dertaken with any dilhoueft View of fcizine or an- 
propriating the Efteds to themfelves - which pru- 
dent Adv.ee prevah d and he and three more were 
made Prifbners, and fecured. 

be ; ng , d0ne ’ th ey w ent about Ship, al- 
tered the Courfe from Newfoundland to Boflon, and 

Joy q' thatVrSvtaf ** ” ““ * r “ e 

” r Edm/d ? hee f ema »> John Combs’, 

Henry Giles Charles Ivymay, John Boatman, and Hen- 

ry Payne, the feven that confederated together for 
the Pyrates Deftruftion, were honourably acquit- 
ted j as alfo three French Men, John Baptis, Peter Taf~ 
fery, Mtdlfaac Lajfen, and three Negroes, Pedro, Fran- 
fifto, and Pierro. And John R 0 fe Archer, the Quarter- 
Mafte^ William White, William Taylor, and William 
Phillips, were condemned * the two latter were re- 
prieved for a Year and a Day, in order to be re- 
mended (though I don’t know for what; as Ob- 
jefts of his Majefty’s Mercy. The two former were 
executed on the id of June, and dy’d very penitent- 
Jy, making the following Declarations at the Place 
of Execution, with the Affiftance of two grave Di- 
vines that attended them. b 

The dying Declarations of John Rofe Archer 
MdW illiam White, on the Bay of their Exe- 

uonat Bofton, June 2, 1724, for the Crimes 
of Pyracy. 

I Firft, feparatply, of Archer. 

Greatly bewail my Profanations of the Lord’s 
Day, and my Difobedience to my Parents. 

And my Curiing and Swearing, and mv hlafbe- 
m.ng the Name of the glorious God ; P 


Unto 
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Unto which 1 have added, the Sins of Unchaftity. 
And 1 have provoked the Holy One, at length, to 
leave me unto the Crimes of Pyracy and Robbery - 
wherein, at laft, I have brought my felf under the 
Guilt of Murder alfo. 

But one Wickednefs that has led me as much 
as any, to all the reft, has been my brutifh Drun- 
kenneis. By ftrong Drink I have been heated and 
hardened into the Crimes that are now more bit- 
ter than Death unto me. 

I could wifh that Matters ofVelTels would not ufe 
their Men with fo much Severity, as many of them 
do, which expofes to great Temptations, 

And then of White. 

I am now, with Sorrow, reaping the Fruits of my 
Difobedience to my Parents, who ufed their Endea- 
vours to have me inftruflred in my Bible, and my 
Catechifm. 

And the Fruits of my negle&ing the publickWor- 
$iip of God, and prophaning the holy Sabbath. 

And of my blafpheming the Name of God, my 
Maker. 

B.ut my Drunkennefs has had a great Hand in 
bringing my Ruin upon me. I was drunk when I 
was enticed aboard the Pyrate, 

And now, for all the vile Things I did aboard, l 
own the Juftice of God and Man, in what is done 
unto me. 

Of both together. 

We hope, we truly hate the Sins, whereof we 
have the Burthen lying fo heavy upon our Con- 
fidences. 

We warn all People, and particularly young Peo- 
ple, againft fuch Sins as thefe. We wifh, all may 
take Warning by us. 

We beg for Pardon, for the fake of Chrift, our 
Saviour and our Hope is in him alone. Oh ! that 
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in his Bhod our Scarlet and Crimfon Guilt may be edl waft- 
ed away l " 

We are fenfible of an hard Heart in us, full of 
W ickednefs. And • we look upon God for his renew- 
ing Grace upon us. 

We b lei's God lor the Space of Repentance which 
Jie has given us •, and that he has not cut us off in 
the Hidft and Heighth of our-W ickednefs. 

We are not without Hope, that God has been fa* 
yingly at v/ork upon our Souls. 

We are made fenfible of our abfolute Need of the 
ikighteouliiefs of Chrift-, that we may ftand jufti- 
fied before God in that. We renounce all Depen- 
dant on our own. 

We are humbly thankful to the Minifters of 
Chrift. for the great Pains they have taken for our 
Good/ The Lord Reward their Kinduefs. 

We don’t Delpair of Mercy •, but hope, through 
Chrift, that when we dye, we fhall find Mercy with 
God, and be received into his Kingdom. 

We with others, and efpecially the Sea-faring, 
may get Good by what they lee this Day befalling 
pf us. 

Declared in the Prefence of J. W . D, M. 
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Captain SPRIGGS, 


And his Crew. 

S Ptiggs .failed with Low for a pretty while, and. 
I believe came away from Lowther , along with 
him he was Quarter-Mafter to the Compa- 
ny, and confequently had a great Share in all the 
Barbarities committed by that execrable Gang, till 
the Time they parted which was about Chrift- 
mas laft, when Low took a Ship of 12 Guns on the 
Coaft of Guiney, called the Delight , (formerly the Squir- 
rel Man of War,) commanded by Captain Hunt. 
Spriggs took Poffeffion of the Ship . with eighteen 
Men, left Low in the Night, and came to the Weft- 
Indies. This Separation was occafioned by a Quar- 
rel with Low , concerning a Piece of Juftice Spriggs 
would have executed upon one of the Crew, for 
killing a Man in cold Blood, as they call it, one in- 
lifting that he fhould be hang’d, and the other 
hefhould not. 

A Day or two a'fter they parted, Spriggs was chole 
Captain by the reft, and a black Enfign was made, 
which they called Jolly Roger, with the fame .De- 
vice that Captain Low carried, viz., a white Skeliton 
in the Middle of it, with a iQart ip cine Hand fink- 
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ing a bleeding Heart, and in the other, an Hour- 
Gials when this was finifhed and hoitted, they 
fired all their Guns to fiilute their Captain and 
themlelves, and then looked out for Prey. 

In their Voyage to the Weft-Indies , thefe Pyrates 
took a Portuguefe Bark, wherein they got valuable 
Plunder, but not contented with that alone, they 
faid they would have a little Game with the Men, 
and lb ordered them a Sweat, more for the Brutes 
Diverfion, than the poor Mens Heal.hs; which 
Operation is performed after this Manner \ they 
flick up lighted Candles circularly round the Mi- 
ZOn-Maft, between Decks, within which the Pati- 
ents one at a Time enter \ without the Candles, 
the Pyrates poll themfelves, as many as can Brand, 
forming another Circle, and armed with Pen- 
Knives, Tucks, Forks, Compaffes, &c. and as he 
runs round and round, the Mufick playing at the 
fame Time, they prick him with thofe Inftuments ; 
this ufually lafts for ioor 12 Minutes, which is as 
long as the miferable Man can fupport Ifmfelf. 
When the Sweating was over, they gave the Portu- 
guefe their Boat with a fmall Quantity of Provifions, 
and fet their Vettel on Fire. 

Near the Bland of St. Lucia, they took a Sloop 
belonging to Barbadoes, which they plundered, and 
then burnt, forcing fome of the Men to fign their 
Articles, the others they beat and cut in a barba- 
rous Manner, becaufe they refuted to take on with 
the Crew, and then fent them away in the Boat, 
who all got fafe afterwards to Barbadoes. 

The next was a Martinico Man, which they fer- 
ved as bad as they had done the others, but did not 
burn their Ship. Some Days afterwards in run- 
ning down to Leeward, they took one Captain 
Hawkins, coming from Jamaica, loaden chiefly with 
Logwood^ they took out of her, Stores, Arms, 
Ammunition, and feveral other Things, as they 

thought 
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thought fit, and what they did not want they 
threw over-board or deftroy d- they cut the Ca- 
bles to pieces, knocked down the Cabins, broke! 
all the Windows, and in fhort took all the Pains iit 
the World to be Mifchievous. They took by 
Force, out of her, Mr. Burridge and Mr. Stephens, 
the two Mates, and fome other Hands ; and after 
detaining the Ship from the lid of Ma>ch, to the 
29th, they let her go. On the 27th they took a 
Rhode Ifland Sloop, Captain Pike, and all his Men 
were obliged to go aboard the Pyrate •, but the 
Mate being a grave' fober Man, and not inclinable 
to flay, they told him, he Ihould have his Dif- 
charge, and that it fhould be immediately writ on 
his Back •, whereupon he was fentenced to receive 
ten Lafhas from every Man in the Ship, which was 
rigoroufly put in Execution. 

The next Day Mr. Burridge, Captain Hawkins’s 
Mate, fign’d their Articles, which was fo agreea- 
ble to them (he being a good A rtift and Sailor ) 
that they gave three Huzza’s, fir’d all the Guns in 
the Ship, and appointed him Matter : The Day 
was fpent in boyfterous Mirth, rearing and drink- 
ing of Healths, among which was, by Miftake, 
that of King George the II. for you mutt know, now 
and then the Gentry are provok’d to fudden Fits of 
Loyalty, by the Expectation of an Aft of Grace : 
It feems Captain Pike had heard at Jamaica that 
the King was dead, fo the Pyrates immediately 
hoifted their Enfign Half-Matt (the Death Signal) 
and proclaim’d his Royal Highnefs, laying, They 
doubted not but there would be a general Pardon in a 
twelve Month, which they would embrace and come in up- 
on, but damn ’em if they fhould be excepted out of it, they 
would murder every Englilhman that fhould fall into their 
Hands. 

The fecond of April, they fpy’d a Sail, and gave 
berChacetill 12 o’clock at Night, the Pyrates be- 
lieved 
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JLieved her to be a Spaniard, when they came dole 
up to her, they dilcharged a Broad fide, with fmall 
and great Shot, which was follow’d by another, but 
the Ship making a lamentable Cry for Quarters, 
they ceas’d firing, and ordered the Captain to come 
aboard, which he did, but how difappointed the 
Rogues were when they found ’twas their old Friend 
Captain Hawkins , whom they had Tent away three 
Days before, worth not one Penny ? This was l'uch 
a Baulk to them, that they refolved he fixould fijf- 
Ter for ; falling in their Way, tho’ it was lo contra- 
ry to hjs own Inclinations : About 15 of them fur- 
rounded the poor Man with lharp Cutlalhes, and 
fell upon him, whereby he was foon laid flat on 
the Deck ; at that Inftant Burridge flew amongft 
the thickeft of the Villains, and begg’d earneflly 
for his Life, upon whole Requeft ’tiyas granted. 
They were now moll of ’em drunk, as is ufijal at 
this Time of Night, To they qnanimoufly agreed to 
make a Bonfire of Hawkins ' s Ship, which was im- 
mediately done, and in half an Hour Ihe was all of a 
Blaze. 

After this, they wanted a little more Diverfion, 
and lo Captain Havpkins was feat for down to the 
Cabin to Supper ■, what Ihould the Provifion be, 
but a Dilh of Candies, which he was forced to eat, 
having a naked Sword and a Piflol held to his 
Breaft all the while •, when this was over, they 
buffeted him about for fome Time, and fent him 
forward amongft the other Prifoners, who iiad been 
treated with the lame Delicacies. * 

Two Days afterwards, they anchor’d at a little 
uninhabited llland, call’d Rattan, near the Bay of Hon - 
duras, and put alhore Captain Hawkins, and feveral 
other Men, (one of them his PalTenger) who dy’d 
there of the Hardfhips he underwent* They gave 
tjiem Powder and Ball, and a Mufquet, with which 
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they were to Ihifcasthey could, failing away the next 
Day for other Adventures.. 

Captain Hawkins, and his unfortunate Compani- 
ons ftaid 1 9 Days upon this llland, fupplying them- 
felves with both Filh and Fowl, fuch as they were, 
at which Time came two Men in a Canoe, that 
had been left upon another marroon Ifiand near 
Benacca, who carry’d the Company at feveral 
Times thither, it being more convenient m having 
a good Well of frefh Water, and Plenty of Filh, 
ct-c. Twelve Days afterwards they fpy’d a Sloop 
off at Sea, which, upon their making a great Smoke, 
flood in, and took them off ^ Ihe was the Merriam , 
Captain Jones, lately efcapcdout of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, from being taken by the Spaniards. 

At an Ifiand to the Weft ward, the Py rates clean’d 
their Ship, and fail’d towards the llland of St. 
Chriftophers, to wait for one Captain Moor, who com- 
manded the Eagle Sloop, when Ihe took Lowtlstr ’ s 
upon the Careen, at Blanco ; Spriggs refolved to put 
him to Death, whenever he , took him, for falling 
upon his Friend and Brother, but inftead of Moor, 
he found a French Man of War from Martinho, up- 
on the Coaft, which Spriggs not thinking fit to con- 
tend with, run away with all the Sail he could 
make the French Man crowded after him, and was 
Very ’likely to fpeak with Mr. Spriggs, when un- 
fortunately his Main-Top-Maft came by the Board, 
which obliged him to give over the Chace. 

Spriggs then flood to the Northward, towards 
Burmudas, or the Summer IJles, and took a Scooner 
belonging to Bo ft on \ he took oiit all the. Men and 
funk He Veffel, and had the Impudence to tell the 
Mafter, that he defigned to encreafe his Compa- 
ny on the Banks of Newfoundland , and then would 
fail for the Coaft of New-Pngland in queft of Cap- 
tain So l gar d, who attask’d and took their Confort 
Charles'' Harris, Spriggs being then in Low s Sloop, 

■ who 
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who very fairly run for it. The Pyrate ask’d the 
Matter if he knew Captain Solgard , who anfwerine 
ISlo • he ask’d another the fame Queftion, and then 
a third, who faid he knew him very well, upon 
which Spriggs ordered him to be fweated, which was 
done in the Manner before defcrb’d. 

Inftead of going to Newfoundland as the Pyrates 
threat’ned, they cdme back to the Iflands, and to' 
Windward of St; Chrlfiophers , on the 4th of June 
laft, took a Sloop, Nicholas Trot Matter, belonging 
to St. Eujlaiia , and wanting a little Divertton, they 
hoifted the Men as high as the Main and Fore Tops, 
and let them run down aitiain, enough to break all 
the Bones in their Skins, and after they had pret- 
ty well crippled them by this cruel Ufage, and 
whipp’d them about the Deck, they gave Trot his 
Sloop, and let him go, keeping back only 2 of his 
~Men, befides the Plunder of the Vetted. 

Within two or three Days they took a Ship co- 
ming from Rhode- IJlahd to St. Chrijlophers , loaden 
with Provifions and fome Horfes ■, the Pyrates 
mounted the Horfes and rid them about the Deck 
backwards and forwards a full Gallop, like Mad- 
men at New-Market, curling, fwearing, and hallow- 
ing, at fuch a Rate, that made the poor Creatures 
wild, and at length, two or three of them throw- 
ing their' Riders, they fell upon the Ship’s Crew, 
and whipp’d, and cut, and beat them in a barbarous 
Manner, telling them, it was for bringing Horfes 
without Boots and Spurs, for want of which they 
were not able to ride them. 

This is the laft Account we have had of Captain 
Spriggs, I fhall only add the two following Relations, 
and conclude. 

A Brigantine belonging to Briftol , one Mr. Row- 
ry Matter, had been trading at Gambia, in 
Africa, and falling as low as Cape Meant, to fini/h 

the 
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the Having of the Velfel, he had, by a Misfortune 
ufual at that Part of the Coaft, his Mate, Surgeon, 
and two more of his Men, * Panyarrd by the Ne- 
groes. The Remainder of his Company, which was 
not above 5 or 6' in Number, took this Opportunity, 
and feiz’d the Velfel in the Road, making the Ma- 
tter Prifoner. 

You will think it prodigious impudent that fo 
lmall a Number Ihould undertake to proceed a 
pyrating, efpecially when neither of them had fuf- 
ficient Skill in Navigation : Yet this they did, lea- 
ving thofe People, their Ship-Mates abovemention’d, 
to the Mercy of the barbarous Natives, and fail’d, 
away down the Coaft, making them a black Flag, 
which they merrily faid, would be as good as 50 
Men more, i. e. would carry as much Terror , and 
that they did not doubt of foon increaling their 
Crew, to put them in an enterprizing Capacity •, but 
their vain Projeftion was foon happily fruftrated, 
and after this Manner. 

The Matter whole Life they had preferved, (per- 
haps only for fupplying their own Unskillfulnefs 
in Navigation,) adviled "them, that ftnce contrary 
to their Expectations, they had met with no Ship 
between Cape Mount, and the B te of Calabar, to pro- 
ceed to the Ifland of St. Thomas's, where they might 
recruit with Provifions and Water, and fell off the 
Slaves (about 70 of them) which they perceived 
would be a ufelefs Lumber, and incommodious to 
their Defign. They arrived there in Auguft 1721, 
and one Evening, while Part of them were on Shore, 
applying for this Purpofe to the Governor, and the 
other Part carelelly from the Deck, Mr. Rowry 
ftepp’d into the Boat belonging to the Velfel, and 
puttied off, very fuddenly : They heard the Noife 
it made, and foon were upon Deck again, but ha- 


* Term for Healing of Men ufed all over the Coaft. 
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ving no other Boat to purfue, nor a Musket, ready 
to fire, he got fate on Shore, and ran to the Gover- 
nor with his Complaint, who immediately impri- 
foned thofe already there, and fent a Launch off to 
take the reft out of the Ship. 

The Swallow arrived at St. 'Thomas'’?, the Beginning 
of OEtober following, where, on Mr. Rowry’s Remon- 
ftrance/Application was made to the Portuguefe Go- 
vernor of that Bland, for a Surrendery of thefe five 
English Prifoners then in the Caftle •, but he not on- 
ly peremptorily excuftd himfelf from it, }as a Mat- 
ter out of his Power, without particular Direftion 
from the Court of Portugal ; but withal inftnuated, 
that they had only taken Refuge there from the 
Eardfliips and Severity they had met with from, 
their Mafter. The manner of Denial, and the ava- 
ritious Temper of the Gentleman, which I had Oc- 
cafion to be acquainted with, makes it very fufpi- 
cious, that hepropofed confiderable Gains to him- 
lclf; forifMr. Roivry had not made Rich an Efcape 
to him, the Slaves had been his for little or nothing, 
as a Bribe to ftlence his Sufpicions, which any Man, 
lefs acute than he, muft have had from the awkward 
and unskilful Carriage of fuch Merchants. But e- 
nough of this perhaps he is not the only Governor- 
abroad that finds an Intereft in countenancing thefe 
Fellows. 
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An Accounk of the Pyfacies and Murders 
committed by Thiti]) Roche, l$c. 

) Hi lip Roche was born in Ireland, and from hisYouth 
had been bred up to the Sea •, he was a brisk 
genteel Fellow, of 30 Years of Age at the Time of 
Iris Death one whofe black and Ravage Nature did 

no 
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fb wavs anfwer the Ccmlinefs of his Perfbn, hik 
Life being almoft one continued Scene of Vilkrny, be- 
fore he was di fcovered to have committed the hor- 
rid Murders we are now fpeaking of. 

This inhumane Monfter had been concerned with 
Others, in infuring Ships to a great Value, and then 
deftroying them 3 by which Means, and other 
Rogueries, he had got a little Money 3 and being 
Mate of a Ship, was dilligent enough in trading for 
himfelf between IreTand and France , fo that he was 
in a Way of getting himfelf a comfortable Liveli- 
hood : But, as he refolved to be rich, and finding 
fair Dealing brought in Wealth but (lowly, he con- 
triv’d to put other Things in Execution, and cer- 
tainly had murthered feveral innocent Perfbns in 
the Profecution of his abominable Schemes t, but as 
I have now forgot the particular Circumftances of 
thole Relations^ I fhall confine my felf at prefent to 
the Fall for which he fuffer’d. 

Roch getting acquainted with one Neat , a Filher- 
tnan at Cork, whom he found ready for any villainous 
Attempt, he imparted his Defign to him, who be- 
ing pleas’d with the Project, brings one Fierce Cullen 
and his Brother into the Confederacy, together 
with one Wife, who at firft was very unwilling to 
tome into their Meafures, and, indeed, had the leaffc 
Hand in the Perpetration of what follows. 

They pitch’d upon a Veffel in the Harbouf, be» 
longing to Peter Tartoue, a French Man, to execute 
their cruel Intentions upon, becaufe it was a fmall 
one, and had not a great Number of Hands on 
Board, and ’twas eafy afterwards to exchange it 
for one more fit for Pyracy and therefore they ap- 
ply’d themfelves to the Mafter of her, for a Paftage 
to Ndnttj, whereto the Ship was bound ; and accor- 
dingly, the Beginning of November 1721, they went 
aboard , and when at Sea, Philip Roche being an expe- 
rienced Sailor, the Mafter of the Veffel readily 
D | a ruffled 
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trailed him with the Care of her, at times, while 
he and the Mate went to reft. 

The 1 5th of November, at Night, was the Time 
defigned for the Tragedy ; but Francis Wife relented, 
and appear’d deftrous to divert them from their 
bloody Purpofes. Roche (fometimes called Cap- 
tain) "told him, That as Cullen and he had fuftained 
great Loffes at Sea, unlefs every Irifhman prefsnt mould 
afftft in repairing their Loffes, by murthering all the French 
Rogues, and running away with the Ship, he fhould fuffer 
the fame Fate with the French Aden ■, but if all would af- 
fift, all fliould have a Share in the Booty. Upon this, 
they all refolded alike, and Captain Roche ordered 
three Frenchmen, and a Boy up to hand the Topfails, 
the Mafter and Mate being then afleep in their Ca- 
bins, The two fir ft that came down, they beat out 
their Brains and threw them over-board : The 
other two feeing what was done, ran up to the Top- 
itiaft Head, but Cullen followed them, and taking the 
Boy by the Arm, toft him into the Sea • then dri- 
ving down the Man, thofe below knocked him on 
the Head, and threw him over-board. 

Thofe who were afleep, being awakened by the 
difmal Skrieks and Groans of dying Men, ran upon 
Deck in Cohfufton, to enquire into the Caufe of 
fuch unufual Noifes , but the fame Cruelty was 
immediately ailed towards them, e’er they could 
be fenjible of the Danger that threatened them. 

They were now (as Roche himfelf, afterwards con- 
fefs’d) all over as wet with the Blood that had been fpilt, 
as if they had been dipped in Water, or flood in a Shower of 
Rain, nor did they regard it any more. Roche Hid, 
Captain Tart oue u fed many Words for Mercy, and 
asked them, if he had not 11 fed them with Civility 
and Kindnefs ? If they were not of the fame Chri- 
ftian Religion, and owned the fame bleffed Jefus, and 
the like ? But they, not regarding what he laid, 
took Cords and bound the poor Mafter and his 

Mate 
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Mate Back to Back, and while that jvas doing, 
both of them begged with the utmoft Earneftnefs, 
and ufed the moftfolemn Intreaties, that they would 
at leaft allow them a few Minutes to fay their Pra- 
yers, and beg Mercy of God for the various Sins and 
Offences of their Lives : But it did not move them, 
("though all the reft were dead, and no Danger could 
be apprehended from them two alone) for the bound 
Perfons were hurry’d up and thrown into the Sea. 

The Maffacre being finifhed, they waftied them- 
felves a little from the Blood, and fearched the 
Chefts and Lockers, and all Places about the Ship, 
and then fet down in the Captain’s Cabin, and 
refreihed themfelves with fome Rum they found 
there, and (as Roche confeffed) were never merrier 
in their Lives. They inverted Roche with the 
Command of the Ship, and calling him Captain, 
talked over their Liquor, what rare Actions they 
would perform about Cape Briton, Sable Ifle, and the 
Banks of Newfoundland, whither they defigned to 
go as loon as they had recruited their Company, 
and got a better Ship, which they propofed fpee- 
dily to do. 

Roche taking upon himfelf the Command of the 
Veffel, Andrew Cullen was to pafs for a Merchant or 
Super-cargo ; but when they bethought themfelves, 
that they were in Danger of being dilcovered by 
the Papers of the Ship, relating to the Cargo, as 
Bills of Lading, &c. therefore they erafe and take 
out the Name of the French Mafter, and inftead 
thereof, mferted the Name of Roche, fo that it 
flood in the Ship’s Papers, Peter Roche Mafter that 
then having lb few Hands on Board, they contri- 
ved if they met any Ships, to give out, that they 
had loft fome Hands by their being wafhed over- 
board in a Storm, and by that Means fereen. them- 
felves from being fuipefted of having committed 
fome fuch wicked Aft, by Reafon of the Fewnefs of 
D d 3 their 
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their Hands on Board and alfo might prevail with 
fome Ship to fpare them fome, on Conflderation of 
their pretended Difafter. 

In going to Cales they were in Diftrefs by the 
Weather, and being near Lisbon , they made CortXr 
plaint to a Ship, but obtained no Affiftance. They 
were then obliged to fail back for England, and put 
into the Port of Dartmouth ; but then they were ip 
fear lead they might be difcovered, therefore to pre- 
vent that, they relblve to alter the Ship, and getting 
Workmen, they take down the Mizzen-Maft, and 
build a Spar Deck, and made Rails, (on pretence 
that the Sailors had been waftfd overboard) to le- 
cure the Men. Then they took down the Image of 
St. Peter at the Head of the Ship, and put up a Liop 
in its Place, and painted over the Stern of the Ship 
with Red, ^nd new nam’d her the Mary Snow- The 
Ship being thus alter’d that they thought it could 
not bp known, they fancy’d themfelves pretty le- 
cure but wanting Money to defray the Charge of 
thefe Alterations, Roche , as Mafter of the Veffel, 
and Andrew Cullen , as Merchant, apply themfelves 
to the Officers of the Cuftoms for Liberty to difpofe 
of fome of the Cargo, in order to pay the Work- 
men which they having obtained, they fold fifty 
eight Barrels of Beef, and having hired three more 
Hapds, they fet Sail for 0 fiend, and there having 
fold more Barrels of Beef, they Beer their Courle 
to Rotterdam, difpole of the reft of the Cargo, and 
took in one Mr. Amefiy, who freighted the Ship for 
England ; but in their PafCage, in a ftormy Night, 
it being very dark, they took up Mr. Annefly their 
Paftenger, and threw him into the Sea, who fwam 
about the Ship a pretty while, calling out for Life, 
and telling them they Ihould have all his Goods, 
if they would receive him again into the Velfel: 
But in vain were his Cries \ 
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After this, they were obliged to put into fede- 
ral Ports, and by contrary Winds, came to the 
Coaft of France, and hearing there was an Enqui- 
ry made after the Ship, Roche quits her at Havre de 
Grace, and leaves the Management : to CuUen and the 
reft -/who having Ihipp’d other Men fail d away 
to Scotland, and there quitted the V elfel, which was 
afterwards feized and brought into the Rivu of 

^Some Time after this, Philip Roche came to London, 
and making fome Claim for Money, he had made 
Infurance of, in the Name of Joan Eufiace, the 
Officer was apprized of the Fraud, and he arrefted 
and flung into the Compter * from whence direfting 
a Letter to his Wife, flie fliewed it to a Friend 
who difcovered by it, that he was the principal 
Villain concerned in the Deftrudionof Peter Tartoue, 
and the Crew. Upon this, an Information was given 
To my Lord Carteret, that the Perfon who went by the 
Name of John Eufiace, was Philip Roche , as aforetaid; 
and being brought down by his Lordships Warrant, 
he ftiflv denv’d it for fome Time, notwithstanding 
a Letter was found in his Pocket, direfted to him 
by the Name of Roche but being confronted by a 
Captain of a Ship, who knew him well, he con- 
feffed it but prevaricated in feveral Particulars-, 
whereupon he was committed to Newgate upon 
violent Sufpicion, and the next Hay was brought 
down again at his own Requeft, confeifed the whole, 
defired to be made an Evidence, and promifed to 
convift three Men worfe than himfelf. Two were 
difcovered by him, who died miferably m thsAfor- 
(Isalfea, and Roche himfelf was afterwards try d, (no 
more being taken,) found Guilty of the Py racy, 
and executed. 

t ) An 
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An ABSTRACT of the Civil Law 
and Statute Law now in Force P in Re- 
lation to Pykacy. 

Itll T y rate is Hoftis humanis generis, a common 
1 4 1 Ener »y, with whom neither Faith nor Oath is 
to he kept, according to Tully. And by the 
Laws of Nature , Princes and States are re- 
Jponfwle for their NegleEk, if they do not provide Reme- 
dies for refraining thefe fort of Robberies. Thouoh Py- 
rates are called common Enemies , yet they are properly not 
to be term’d fo. He is only to be honour’d with that Name 
fays Cicero, who hath aCommonrvealth, a Court, aTrea- 
fury, Conjent and Concord of Citizens, and fome Way if 
Occafion be, of Peace and League : But when they have 
reduced them] elves into a Government or State , as thofe of 
Algier, Sally, 1 ripoly, 1 unis, and the like, they then- 
are allowed the Solemnities of War, and the Rights of Le- 
gation. s 

If Letters of Marque be granted to a Merchant, and 
he f unifies out a Ship, with a Captain and Mariners, and 
they, mftead of taking the Goods, cr Ships of that Nation 
again ft whom their CommiJfton is awarded, take the Ship 
and' Goods of a Friend, this is Pyracy ; and if the Ship 
arrive ,n any Part of his MajeftyJ Dominions, it will be 
jeized, and for ever loft to the Owners : but they are no 
way liable to make Satisfallion. 

rf * Ship is affaulted and taken by the Pyrates, for Re- 
demption of which, the Mafter becomes a Slave to the Cap- 
tors, by the Law Marine, the Ship and Lading are tacitly 
Mgcd for his Redemption, 'by a general Contribution j but if 

it 
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it happen through his own Folly , then no Contribution is to 
be made. 

If Subjects in Enmity with the Crown of England, are 
abord an Engliih Pyrate , in Company with Engliih, and 
a Robbery is committed, and they are taken ■, it is Felony in 
the Engliih, but not in the Stranger for it was no Py- 
racy in them, but the Depredation of an Enemy, and they 
will be tried by a Martial Law- 

If Pyracy is committed by Subjects in Enmity with Eng- 
land, upon the Britiih Seas, it is properly only punijhable 
by the Crown of England, who have iftud regimen & 
Dominnm exclufive of all other Power. 

If Pyracy be committed on the Ocean , and the Pyrates in 
the Attempt be overcome , the Captors may , without any So- 
lemnity of Condemnation , hang them up at the Main-tard • 
if they are brought to the next Port, and the Judge re- 
jcbls the Lryal, or the Captors cannot wait for the Judge, 
without Peril or Lofs, Juftice may be done upon them by 
the Captors. 

If Merchandize be delivered to a Mafter, to carry to one 
Port, and he carries it- to another , and fells and difpofes of it, 
this is not Felony but if, after unlading it at the fir It Port , 
he retakes it, it is Pyracy. 

If a Pyrate attack a Ship, and the Mafter for Redemption, 
gives his Oath to pay a Sum of Money, tho ’ there be nothing 
taken, yet it is Pyracy by the Law Marine. 

If a Ship is riding at Anchor, and the Mariners all a- 
Jhore, and a Pyrate attack her , and rob her, this is Pyracy. 

If a Man comrnft Pyracy upon the SubjeBs of any Prince, 
or Republick, ( though in Amity with us,) and brings the 
Goods into England, and fells them in a Market Overt, 
the fame fiiall bind, and the Owners are for ever excluded. 

If a Pyrate enters a Port of this Kingdom, and robs a 
Ship at Anchor there, it is not Pyracy , becaufe not done, 
fuper altum Mare ; but is Robbery at common Law , be- 
caufe infra Corpus Comitatus. A Pardon of all Felonies 

cs not extend to Pyracy, but the fame ought to be efpecially 
filmed. 
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3 y 28 H. 8. Murthers and Robberies committed upon 
the Sea , or in other Places , where the Admiral pretends 
JurifditHon, frail be enquired into , try' d, heard , and de- 
termined , in fuch Placed and Counties within the Realm , 
at fliall be limited by the King s Commiffion , in like Manner 
as if fuch Offences were done at Land.. And fuch Commif- 
fiens ( being wider the Great Seat) fliall be direCied to the 
Lord Admiral , his Lieutenant or Deputy , and to three or 
four fuch others as the Lord Chancellor fliall name 

The faid Commiffioners, or three of them, have Power to 
enquire of fuch Offences by twelve lawful Men of the Coun- 
ty , fo limited in their Commiffion, as if fuch Offences were 
done at Land , within the fame County \ and every Indict- 
ment fo found and prefented , fliall be good in Law and 
fuch Order , Progrefs , Judgment , and Execution fliall be ufed, 
had, done, and made thereupon, as again It Offenders for 
Murder and Felony done at Land. Alfo the Tryal of fuch 
Offences (if they be denied') fliall be had by twelve Men of 
the County, limited in the faid Commiffion, (as afore faid,) 
and no Challenge fliall be had for the Hundred : And fuch 
as fliall be conviCt of fuch Offences , fliall fuffer Death with- 
out Benefit of Clergy, and forfeit Land and Goods , as in 
Cafe of Felonies and Murders done at Land. 

“this API fall not prejudice any P erf on, or Perfons, 
(urged by Necejfity ) for taking TiCbuals, Cables, Ropes, 
Anchors or Sails, out of another Ship that may fpare them, 
fo as they either pay ready Money, or M°ney worth for them, 
or give a Bill for the Payment thereof ■, if on this Side the 
Straits of Gibraltar, within four Months 3 if beyond, 
within twelve Months. 

When any fuch Commiffion (hall be fent to any Place 
within the JurifdiCtion of the Cinque-Ports, it fhall be 
directed to the Warden of the faid Ports, or his Deputy 
with three or four ether Perfons, as the Lord Chancellor fliall 
Name \ and the Inquifition or Tryal of fuch Offences, 
there, fliall be made and had, by the Inhabitants of the faid 
Ports, and Members of the fame. 
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By\\ and 12 W. 3. C. 7. If any natural born Sub- 
ject s or Denizens of England, commit Pyracy, or any AClr 
of Hoftility, afrainfl his Majcflyh* Subjects at Sea , under 
Colour of a Commiffion or Authority, from any foreign 
Prince or State, or P erf on whatfever, fuch Offenders fliall 

he adjudged Pyrates> . 

If any Commander or Mafier of a Ship, or Seaman or Ma- 
riner, five up his Ship, Sec. toPyrates, or combine to yield 
uV , or run away with any Ship , or lay violent Hand on his 
Commander, or endeavour to make a Revolt m the Ship, he 

fJfftffwhPlfiel the 29th of September 17203 
(hall Cet forth any Pyrate (or be aiding and affiflmg to any 
Such Pyrate,) committing Pyracy on Land or Sea or fhall 
dorceal fitch Pyrates, or receive anyfeffel or Goods pyrati- 
cally taken , fliall be adjudged acceffary to fuch Pyrac), and 

fuffer Se£t. 7. All Perfons who have commit - 

red ir Lll commit any. Offences, for which they tugbt to 
e adjudged Pymes, by the ft 11 U W. 3. C.J 
The tried hr every, freb Offence, m fuch Manner a} by 
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Lfs- and fliall not have the Benefit of Clergy. 

Se&- 8- W ffi M ««* t0 M ons conviCbed or 

frail extend to his Majeffs Domini- 
ons in America, and be taken as a publick ACt. 
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